PSALMS

INTRODUCTION

The title in the Hebrew means Praises or Book of Praises. The title in the Greek suggests the idea of an instrumental accompaniment. Our title comes from the Greek psalmos. It is the book of worship. It is the hymnbook of the temple. 

 

Many writers contributed one or more psalms. David, "the sweet psalmist of Israel,'' has seventy-three psalms assigned to him. (Psalm 2 is ascribed to him in Acts 4:25; Psalm 95 is ascribed to him in Hebrews 4:7.) Also he could be the author of some of the "Orphanic'' psalms. He was peculiarly endowed to write these songs from experience as well as a special aptitude. He arranged those in existence in his day for temple use. The other writers are as follows: Moses, 1 (90th); Solomon, 2; Sons of Korah, 11; Asaph, 12; Heman, 1 (88th); Ethan, 1 (89th); Hezekiah, 10; "Orphanic,'' 39 (David may be the writer of some of these). There are 150 psalms. 

 

Christ (the Messiah) is prominent throughout. The King and the Kingdom are the theme songs of the Psalms. 

 

The key word in the Book of Psalms is Hallelujah, that is, Praise the Lord. This phrase has become a Christian clichй, but it is one that should cause a swelling of great emotion in the soul. Hallelujah, praise the Lord! 

 

Psalms 50 and Psalms 150 I consider to be the key psalms. Psalm 50, a psalm of Asaph, probably tells more than any other. Psalm 150 is the hallelujah chorus -- the word hallelujah occurs thirteen times in its six brief verses. It concludes the Book of Psalms and could be considered the chorus of all other psalms. 

 

The Psalms record deep devotion, intense feeling, exalted emotion, and dark dejection. They play upon the keyboard of the human soul with all the stops pulled out. Very candidly, I feel overwhelmed when I come to this marvelous book. It is located in the very center of God's Word. Psalm 119 is in the very center of the Word of God, and it exalts His Word. 

 

This book has blessed the hearts of multitudes down through the ages. When I have been sick at home, or in the hospital, or when some problem is pressing upon my mind and heart, I find myself always turning to the Psalms. They always bless my heart and life. Apparently down through the ages it has been that way. Ambrose, one of the great saints of the church, said, "The Psalms are the voices of the church.'' Augustine said, "They are the epitome of the whole Scripture.'' Martin Luther said, "They are a little book for all saints.'' John Calvin said, "They are the anatomy of all parts of the soul.'' I like that. 

 

Someone has said that there are 126 psychological experiences -- I don't know how they arrived at that number -- but I do know that all of them are recorded in the Book of Psalms. It is the only book which contains every experience of a human being. The Psalms run the psychological gamut. Every thought, every impulse, every emotion that sweeps over the soul is recorded in this book. That is the reason, I suppose, that it always speaks to our hearts and finds a responsive chord wherever we turn. 

 

Hooker said of the Psalms, "They are the choice and flower of all things profitable in other books.'' Donne put it this way, "The Psalms foretell what I, what any, shall do and suffer and say.'' Herd called the Psalms, "A hymnbook for all time.'' Watts said, "They are the thousand-voiced heart of the church.'' The place Psalms have held in the lives of God's people testifies to their universality, although they have a peculiar Jewish application. They express the deep feelings of all believing hearts in all generations. 

 

The Psalms are full of Christ. There is a more complete picture of Him in the Psalms than in the Gospels. The Gospels tell us that He went to the mountain to pray, but the Psalms give us His prayer. The Gospels tell us that He was crucified, but the Psalms tell us what went on in His own heart during the Crucifixion. The Gospels tell us He went back to heaven, but the Psalms begin where the Gospels leave off and show us Christ seated in heaven. 

 

Christ the Messiah is prominent throughout this book. You will remember that the Lord Jesus, when He appeared after His resurrection to those who were His own, said to them, ". . . These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me'' (Luke 24:44). Christ is the subject of the Psalms. I think He is the object of praise in every one of them. I will not be able to locate Him in every one of them, but that does not mean that He is not in each psalm; it only means that Vernon McGee is limited. Although all of them have Christ as the object of worship, some are technically called messianic psalms. These record the birth, life, death, resurrection, glory, priesthood, kingship, and return of Christ. There are sixteen messianic psalms that speak specifically about Christ, but as I have already said, all 150 of them are about Him. The Book of Psalms is a hymnbook and a HIM book -- it is all about Him. As we study it, that fact will become very clear. 

 

In a more restrictive sense, the Psalms deal with Christ belonging to Israel and Israel belonging to Christ. Both themes are connected to the rebellion of man. There is no blessing on this earth until Israel and Christ are brought together. The Psalms are Jewish in expectation and hope. They are songs which were adapted to temple worship. That does not mean, however, that they do not have a spiritual application and interpretation for us today. They certainly do. I probably turn to them more than to any other portion of the Word of God, but we need to be a little more exacting in our interpretation of the Psalms. For example, God is not spoken of as a Father in this book. The saints are not called sons. In the Psalms He is God the Father, not the Father God. The abiding presence of the Holy Spirit and the blessed hope of the New Testament are not in this book. Failure to recognize this has led many people astray in their interpretation of Psalm 2. The reference in this song is not to the rapture of the church but to the second coming of Christ to the earth to establish His kingdom and to reign in Jerusalem. 

 

The imprecatory psalms have caused the most criticism because of their vindictiveness and prayers for judgment. These psalms came from a time of war and from a people who under law were looking for justice and peace on earth. My friend, you cannot have peace without putting down unrighteousness and rebellion. Apparently God intends to do just that, and He makes no apology for it. In His own time He will move in judgment upon this earth. In the New Testament the Christian is told to love his enemies, and it may startle you to read prayers in the Psalms that say some very harsh things about the enemy. But judgment is to bring justice upon this earth. Also there are psalms that anticipate the period when Antichrist will be in power. We have no reasonable basis to dictate how people should act or what they should pray under such circumstances. 

 

Other types of psalms include the penitential, historic, nature, pilgrim, Hallel, missionary, puritan, acrostic, and praise of God's Word. This is a rich section we are coming to. We are going to mine for gold and diamonds here, my friend. 

 

The Book of Psalms is not arranged in a haphazard sort of way. Some folk seem to think that the Psalms were dropped into a tub, shaken up, then put together with no arrangement. However, it is interesting to note that one psalm will state a principle, then there will follow several psalms that will be explanatory. Psalms 1 -- Psalms 8 are an example of this. 

 

The Book of Psalms is arranged in an orderly manner. In fact, it has been noted for years that the Book of Psalms is arranged and corresponds to the Pentateuch of Moses. There are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy sections, as you will see in the outline which follows. 

 

The correspondence between the Psalms and the Pentateuch is easily seen. For instance, in the Genesis section you see the perfect man in a state of blessedness, as in Psalm 1. Next you have the fall and recovery of man in view. Psalm 2 pictures the rebellious man. In Psalm 3 is the perfect man rejected. In Psalm 4 we see the conflict between the seed of the woman and the serpent. In Psalm 5 we find the perfect man in the midst of enemies. Psalm 6 presents the perfect man in the midst of chastisement with the bruising of his heel. In Psalm 7 we see the perfect man in the midst of false witnesses. Finally, in Psalm 8 we see the salvation of man coming through the bruising of the head. In Psalms 9 -- Psalms 15 we see the enemy and Antichrist conflict and the final deliverance. Then in Psalms 16 -- Psalms 41 we see Christ in the midst of His people sanctifying them to God. All of this will be seen as we go through the Book of Psalms. 

 

Spurgeon said, "The Book of Psalms instructs us in the use of wings as well as words. It sets us both mounting and singing.'' This is the book that may make a skylark out of you instead of some other kind of a bird. This book has been called the epitome and analogy of the soul. It has also been designated as the garden of the Scriptures. Out of 219 quotations of the Old Testament in the New Testament, 116 of them are from the Psalms. You will see 150 spiritual songs which undoubtedly at one time were all set to music. This is a book which ought to make our hearts sing. 

OUTLINE

I. Genesis Section, Psalms 1 through Psalms 41 
Man seen in a state of blessedness, fall, and recovery (Man in View) 

 

A. Perfect Man (Last Adam), Psalm 1 
B. Rebellious Man, Psalm 2 
C. Perfect Man Rejected, Psalm 3 
D. Conflict between Seed of Woman and Serpent, Psalm 4 
E. Perfect Man in Midst of Enemies, Psalm 5 
F. Perfect Man in Midst of Chastisement (Bruising Heel), Psalm 6 
G. Perfect Man in Midst of False Witnesses, Psalm 7 
H. Repair of Man Comes through Man (Bruising Head), Psalm 8 
I. Enemy and Antichrist Conflict; Final Deliverance, Psalms 9 through Psalms 15 
J. Christ in Midst of His People Sanctifying Them to God, Psalms 16 through Psalms 41 

 

II. Exodus Section, Psalms 42 through Psalms 72 
Ruin and Redemption (Israel in View) 

 

A. Israel's Ruin, Psalms 42 through Psalms 49 
B. Israel's Redeemer, Psalms 50 through Psalms 60 
C. Israel's Redemption, Psalms 61 through Psalms 72 

 

III. Leviticus Section, Psalms 73 through Psalms 89 

 

Darkness and dawn (Sanctuary in View) 
Tabernacle, temple, house, assembly and congregation in almost every psalm. 

 

IV. Numbers Section, Psalms 90 through Psalms 106 

 

Peril and protection (Earth in View) 

 

V. Deuteronomy Section, Psalms 107 through Psalms 150 

 

Perfection and praise of the Word of God 

GENESIS SECTION (1 - 41)

Man seen in a state of blessedness, fall, and recovery (Man in View) 

 

Psalms 1-41 

 

This is the psalm which opens the Genesis section. It begins with man instead of the material universe. This psalm talks about the blessed man, or the happy man. The blessed man is contrasted to the ungodly. It is also a picture of Christ, the last Adam, in the midst of ungodly sinners and the scornful. We sometimes think of the Lord as a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief, and for some strange reason many of the pictures that have been painted of Him reveal Him as a very sad-looking individual. It is true that Isaiah says He is a Man of Sorrows, but why don't you read on? In Isaiah you will find that Christ did not have any sorrows and griefs of His own. Isaiah 53:4 says, "Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.'' It was our griefs, not His own, that He was carrying. He was the happy Christ. This is a picture of Him. 

Psalm 1

THEME: Two men, two ways, two destinies 

PRACTICE OF THE BLESSED MAN (1:1-2)

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful [Ps. 1:1]. 

 

This verse states the practice of the blessed man. A little bit further in this psalm we will see the power of the blessed man, and finally his permanency. In this first verse we see the negative side of the practice of the blessed man. We are told what the happy man does not do. Here we see three positions or postures. Blessed is the man, or happy is the man, who does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, nor stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of the scornful. The person who does these things is not a happy person. He goes through three stages. First he associates with the ungodly, then he gets in with sinners, and finally he joins in with the scornful. 

 

There is definitely regression, deterioration, and degeneration here. The blessed man does not walk in the counsel of the ungodly. Counsel means "advice.'' He does not listen to the ungodly. Have you ever noticed that even the Lord Jesus never referred to His own reason or His own mind as the basis for a decision? Whatever He did was based on the will of God. He never said to His disciples, "Fellows, we are going into Galilee again. I have been thinking this over, and I am smarter than you fellows, and I think this is the best thing to do according to my point of view.'' That is not the way He approached His disciples. He always said, "I am going to Jerusalem because it is the will of my Father.'' He spent time with His Father and knew what His will was and moved into certain areas on that basis. 

 

My friend, it is one thing to listen to counsel, and good counsel is fine, but certainly not the counsel of the ungodly. We are to walk by faith. Listening to the counsel of the ungodly is not walking by faith. Who are the ungodly? They are the people who just leave God out. There is no fear of God before their eyes. They live as though God does not exist. Around us today are multitudes of people like this. They get up in the morning, never turn to God in prayer, never thank Him for the food they eat or for life or health. They just keep moving right along, living it up. They are ungodly -- they just leave God out. 

 

The ungodly counsels the man, and now we find him standing in the way of sinners. It is the sinner who takes him from there. Sin means to "miss the mark.'' They don't quite live as they should. They are the ones the Scripture speaks of when it says, "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death'' (Prov. 14:12). Again the Scriptures say, "All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes . . .'' (Prov. 16:2). The sinner may think he is all right, but he is a sinner. God's Word says, "Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts . . .'' (Isa. 55:7). Also it says, "All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all'' (Isa. 53:6). The Father laid on the Lord Jesus all the weight of our guilt. We are sinners. That's our picture. 

 

The next step down from standing in the way of sinners is sitting in the seat of the scornful. The scorners are atheists. Now the sinner gets the young man to sit down. We are told that the third stage is that he sits in the seat of the scornful. The scornful is the atheist. He not only denies God, but he exhibits an antagonism and a hatred of God. This we see on every hand today. The scornful -- they're the ones who are absolutely opposed to God. They don't want the Bible read in the public schools; they don't want it read anywhere for that matter. They deny the Word of God. May I say to you that there is nothing lower than to deny God. The drunkard in the gutter today is not nearly as low as the man who is denying God. And if you want to know God's attitude, here it is: "Surely he scorneth the scorners: but he giveth grace unto the lowly'' (Prov. 3:34). God is opposed to the scornful, and He will scorn them. That's a very frightful picture, by the way, presented here. 

 

Now this is the negative side. This is what the happy man does not do. In the next verse we see what the happy man does do. 

 

But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night [Ps. 1:2]. 

 

You remember our Lord told about a man possessed with a demon, and when the demon went out of him the man cleaned up his life. He was swept and garnished -- he had a new paint job. He was all cleaned up and he thought he was all right. But that demon still owned him. The demon wandered around, got tired of traveling, and returned. When he came back he brought some friends with him -- seven other spirits more wicked than himself. And we're told that the last estate of the man was worse than the first. Many folk think that if they clean up their lives a little, that is all that is necessary. But notice, "his delight is in the law of the LORD.'' The delight of God's man is in the law of the Lord. In other words, he finds joy in the Word of God. I wish I could get the message over to folk that the Bible is a thrilling Book. It's not a burden; it's not boring. It is real delight to read and study the Word of God. Blessed is the man -- happy is the man -- whose delight is in the law of the Lord. Today the tragedy that has come to man -- the tear, the sigh, the groaning, the heartache, the heartbreak, the broken homes, the ruined and wrecked lives -- are the result of God's broken laws. The Word of God makes it very clear. "For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous'' (1John 5:3). His commandments for believers today are not only the Ten Commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome. 

 

The idea that being saved by grace means that you can be lawless and live as you please is not the picture given to us in the Word of God. We are not to be lawless. "For, brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by love serve one another'' (Gal. 5:13). Liberty is not license by any means. Of course we don't keep the Ten Commandments to be saved, but that doesn't mean we are to break them. It means, my friend, that you cannot measure up to God's law. He demands perfection, and you and I don't have it. We have to come to God by faith. After we are saved by faith, we are to live on a higher plane than the law. We are to have in our lives the fruit of the Spirit, which is: love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faithfulness, meekness, and self-control. We have the discipline and guidance of grace. 

 

"His delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate.'' Meditate is a very figurative word. It pictures a cow chewing her cud. I'm told that the cow has several compartments in her tummy. She can go out in the morning, graze on the grass when the dew is on it in the cool of the day. Then when it gets hot in the middle of the day, she lies down under a tree and begins to chew the cud. She moves the grass she had in the morning back up and now she masticates it, she goes over it again. That is what we do when we meditate. We go over what we have read. Thomas a Kempis put it rather quaintly: "I have no rest, but in a nook, with the Book.'' Way back in 1688 Bartholomew Ashwood said, "Meditation chews the cud.'' My, how that is needed today in the lives of believers. Remember that James spoke of the man who beholds his natural face in a mirror, then ". . . straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was'' (James 1:24). We are to meditate on the Word of God (which is God's mirror that shows us what we really are). We are to allow the Word to shape our lives. 

 

"And in his law doth he meditate day and night.'' My friend, God has no plan or program by which you are to grow and develop as a believer apart from His Word. You can become as busy as a termite in your church (and possibly with the same effect as a termite), but you won't grow by means of activity. You will grow by meditating upon the Word of God -- that is, by going over it again and again in your thinking until it becomes a part of your life. This is the practice of the happy man. 

POWER OF THE BLESSED MAN (1:3)

Where does he get his power? 

 

And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper [Ps. 1:3]. 

 

The happy man shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water. The word rivers is the superlative in the Hebrew; it is a hyperbole for abundance. The blessed man is planted, given plenty of water, and becomes a tree. God's trees are "planted'' trees. They are not wild-growing trees by any means. I think this picture refers to being born again. Isaiah 61:3 says, "To appoint unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness; that they might be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he might be glorified.'' God does not use wild-grown trees. His trees are born again, taken up and set out in God's garden -- set out by the rivers of water. 

 

What does "rivers of water'' mean? That is the Word of God. Somebody asks, "Are you sure about that?'' Oh, I know it, because Isaiah 55:10-11 tells me, "For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to the sower, and bread to the eater: So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.'' God wants His Word to come down like rain. The radio is a fine way to do this -- it scatters God's Word everywhere. We are to get out the Word of God. And it will produce something -- it will cause trees to grow. 

 

It provides drink and sustenance. It is also cleansing, and you can see this washing of water with the Word expressed by the psalmist in Psalm 104:16, which says, "The trees of the LORD are full of sap; the cedars of Lebanon, which he hath planted.'' Now the psalmist does not say that God's trees are saps, he says that they are full of sap. That "sap'' is the Word of God -- the trees of Lebanon which He has planted are full of the Word of God. 

 

Each tree "bringeth forth his fruit in his season.'' It is interesting to note that God's trees don't bring forth fruit all of the time. They bring forth in their season, and the power is in the Word of God. I have heard the statement made in this day of activity and nervous action that the primary business of a Christian is soul-winning. I disagree with that. The Word of God does not say it. 2Corinthians 2:14-16 says, "Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: To the one we are the savour of death unto death; and to the other the savour of life unto life. And who is sufficient for these things?'' Well, I am not, but I do know this: I am called to give out the Word of God. It is the business of the Holy Spirit to bring people to Christ. We are experiencing multitudes of people coming to Christ through our radio program. I am amazed at it, but we don't do it. We just give out the Word of God, and when we do, our God causes us to triumph. Suppose nobody accepted Christ? Then we are a savour of life to those who are saved and a savour of death to those who perish. My responsibility is to give you the Word of God, and it is your responsibility to do something about it. When I was a pastor, I used to tell folk when I gave an invitation to receive Christ, "If you leave here unsaved, it's too bad because you can't go into God's presence saying you had not heard the Gospel. I really have become your enemy because you cannot tell God that you had never heard His Word.'' It is your business to give it to him, my friend, and it is his business what he does with it. But he will have to be accountable to God. God tells us to get out the Word of God, and that is what I've been trying to do for many years. Some are saved, and some are not saved. 

 

At Dr. George Truett's fiftieth anniversary as pastor of the First Baptist Church of Dallas, Texas, a very prominent lawyer came up to him after the morning service. He said, "George, you and I came to Dallas in the early days, in the horse-and-buggy days. I want to make a confession to you. As a young lawyer, I used to come in to hear you. You were a young preacher in those days, but you disturbed me. Many a time I went home after a Sunday night service and I couldn't sleep.'' But he said, "George, today you have become the greatest preacher in America, but I can sit and listen to you now, and you don't bother me at all.'' And he laughed and walked away. 

 

I'd hate to be that lawyer. As brilliant as he is, he won't have much of a case to offer when he stands before Christ someday because he happened to have listened to one of the greatest preachers America ever produced. Dr. Truett was called the prince of the pulpit. For fifty years he listened to him. And at the end of fifty years he said, "You don't bother me at all.'' But Dr. Truett had discharged his responsibility. 

 

The primary business of a Christian is not soul-winning, but getting out the Word of God, my friend. It "bringeth forth his fruit in his season.'' There is a time to get fruit. I have a little tangerine tree that overdid itself one year. It was loaded with tangerines. I know I picked two bushels off that tree, and there still were two more bushels there. But a month later there wasn't one tangerine on that tree. It only brings forth its fruit in its season. There is a season for fruitbearing. That is the reason there ought to be a long time of preparation, of sowing seed, of helping it to fructify. Just to hand out a tract here and there may have its value, but, my friend, we are in the business of giving out the living Word of God, and it needs to be tended. It takes time and care because fruit only comes forth at the right season. 

 

He also says: "His leaf also shall not wither.'' Now the leaf is the outward testimony of the Christian. That is something that should be out all the time. God's trees are evergreens -- they never lose their testimony. A friend of mine, while taking a course at a seminary in New York one summer, went to one of those famous churches in New York City one Sunday. He said, "I walked down on Sunday morning to this great church and saw over the entrance, carved in stone, these words: The Gate of Heaven. Then I saw underneath it a temporary sign: Closed During July and August.'' Too often this happens in the lives of individual believers, but it should not, my friend. You are always an evergreen. Your leaf is the outward testimony that you have in this world for Christ. All God's children are evergreens. 

 

In addition to this he says, "whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.'' Back in the Old Testament God promised material blessings to His own. Those blessings are not promised to the believer today. If you have them, you can thank Him for more than He has promised. John Trapp put it like this: "Outward prosperity, if it follows close walking with God, is sweet. As the cipher when it follows a figure adds to the number, though it be nothing by itself.'' The important thing is to have Christ. That's number one. All material blessings are zero. If you don't have One before your zeroes, you have only a goose egg, friend. But if you put that One, who is Christ, before your material blessings, then you are blessed indeed. But remember that He has not promised material blessings in this age. 

PERMANENCY OF THE BLESSED MAN (1:4-6)

Notice the insecurity of the ungodly. 

 

The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. 

 

Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous [Ps. 1:4-5]. 

 

Two men, two ways, two destinies. One is a dead-end street; it leads to death. The other leads to life. God says what is right and what is wrong. We are living in a day when folk are not sure what is right or wrong. God is sure. His Word does not change with every philosophy of a new generation. 

 

For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish [Ps. 1:6]. 

 

Perish simply means "lost.'' It is a word of finality, if you please. The wicked are going to perish; Proverbs 10:28 tells us: "The hope of the righteous shall be gladness: but the expectation of the wicked shall perish.'' We are admonished: "Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat: because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it'' (Matt. 7:13-14). The wide, broad way is like a funnel in that you enter at the big end and, as you continue, it becomes narrower and narrower and finally leads to death. You enter the narrow way by Christ, who is the way, the truth, and the life. As you continue, the way becomes broader and broader; and this way leads to life. In John 10:10 Christ says, ". . . I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly.'' What a glorious picture of the blessed and happy man is presented in the first psalm! 

Psalm 2

THEME: Drama of the ages -- man's rebellion against God 

 

Anoticeable feature in the Book of Psalms is the systematic arrangement. The first psalm presents the perfect man, the happy man. (And I believe it pictures the Lord Jesus Christ as the last Adam.) Now in contrast to the perfect man, the blessed man in Psalm 1, we see the rebellious man in Psalm 2. We call this the Genesis section of the Book of Psalms, and the parallel is striking. Genesis begins with the perfect man, the happy man, in the Garden of Eden. But he became the rebellious man who ran away from God, was no longer seeking Him, who had no capacity for Him. Now here in Psalm 2 we find the children of Adam -- mankind. 

 

Psalm 2 has been called the drama of the ages. It contains a decisive declaration concerning the outcome of events and forces that are in the world today. This psalm is divided more like a television program than a play. It is presented as if there was a camera on earth and one in heaven. We experienced something like this when we were treated to on-the-spot moon exploration by camera. It was quite exciting and dramatic. 

 

When we come to the second psalm we find that the Spirit of God uses two cameras in a dramatic way beyond the imagination of man. First, the camera on earth comes on, and when it does, we hear the voices of the masses. We hear little man speaking his little piece and playing his part -- as Shakespeare puts it, "A poor player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage'' of life. Little man. Then the camera on earth goes off, the camera in heaven comes on, and we hear God the Father speak. After He speaks, the camera shifts to His right hand, and God the Son speaks His part. Then the camera in heaven goes off, the camera on earth comes on again, and God the Holy Spirit has the last word. 

CAMERA FOCUS: MANKIND (2:1-3)

Now let's watch this presentation. First, the camera on earth comes on, and we see mankind. He is put before us here in the first verse with this question: 

 

Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? [Ps. 2:1]. 

 

Why do the heathen (Gentiles) rage, and the people (Jews) imagine a vain thing? The word vain here means "empty.'' It means that this which has so enraged the Gentiles, and which has brought together mankind in a great mass movement, a great protest movement, will never be fulfilled, will never be accomplished. It is an empty, futile thing that has brought mankind together. 

 

Well, what is it? 

 

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD, and against his anointed, saying [Ps. 2:2]. 

 

"The kings of the earth set themselves'' are the political rulers, "and the rulers take counsel together'' are the religious rulers. Not only do you have the masses of mankind in this protest movement, but also the establishment has joined in with it. Here are the rulers, both religious and political, joining together. 

 

Now what is it they are protesting? Whom are they against? "Against the LORD, and against his anointed.'' The word anointed here means "Messiah'' -- that is what it is in Hebrew. When the word is brought over in the Greek New Testament it is Christos, and in English "Christ.'' Here is a great worldwide movement that is against God and against Christ. 

 

Now when did this movement begin? Scripture lets us know about this. Over in the fourth chapter of the Book of Acts, when the first persecution broke out against the church, we're told that the apostles, Peter and John, after they had been threatened, returned back to the church to give their report: "And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God . . .'' (Acts 4:24). 

 

We need to pause here just a moment because this is one of the things the church is not sure about today: "Lord, thou art God.'' Many people are not sure He is God. They wonder. The early church had no misgivings or questions. 

 

". . . Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is: Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things?'' (Acts 4:24-25). As you can see, they were quoting Psalm 2. "The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered together against the Lord, and against his Christ'' (Acts 4:26). Now this is the Holy Spirit's interpretation: "For of a truth against thy holy child Jesus, whom thou hast anointed, both Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people of Israel, were gathered together'' (Acts 4:27). Here is this movement, beginning, we are told by the Holy Spirit, back yonder when Pilate joined up with the religious rulers and Herod in order to put Jesus to death. This is a movement against God and Christ. It has been snowballing as it has come down through the centuries, and it will break out finally in a worldwide revolution against God and against Christ. 

 

Now somebody says to me, "You really don't think the world is moving in that direction, do you?'' May I say to you, I think it is. Someone comes to me and asks, "Dr. McGee, do you think the world is getting better?'' I say, "Yes, I do.'' Somebody else comes and says, "Dr. McGee, don't you think the world is getting worse?'' I say, "Yes, I do.'' "Well,'' you may say, "what in the world are you trying to do? Go with both crowds?'' No, both are true. That is the same thing the Lord Jesus said in His parable of the tares (Matt. 13:24-39). The Lord Jesus said that He Himself is the sower and that He is sowing seed in the world. Then He said an enemy came in and sowed tares. The servants wanted to go in and pull up the tares. When I entered the ministry that is what I wanted to do. I was the best puller-upper of tares you've ever seen. But I soon found out that we're not called to pull up tares (I sure found that out the hard way!). That is the reason I don't try to straighten out anybody else. I'm having enough trouble with Vernon McGee, so I don't worry about the others. He will take care of them. But what He said was that the wheat is growing, the tares are growing, they are both growing together, and He will do the separating. He will take care of that. 

 

Today the good is growing. Did you know that there is more Bible teaching going out today than in any period in the history of the world? We brag about the few radio stations that carry our Bible study, but other radio programs have been giving out the Word lots longer than we have. Across this land are many radio stations that are dedicated to the ministry of broadcasting the Word of God. The Word is going out today through many more avenues than it has ever gone out before. The wheat is growing. But I want to tell you, brother, the tares are growing also. Evil is growing. There is an opposition against God and Christ today that is unbelievable. I could give you many incidents of the enmity that I've encountered. 

 

Somebody says, "I just can't quite buy that. I believe that over there on the other side of the Iron Curtain atheism is growing, but not on this side.'' Well, it is growing on the other side, and it is rather amazing. Did you know that you and I have seen in our lifetime (those of you who are as old as I am) a nation appear whose basic philosophy, basic political economy, is atheism? There has been nothing like that in the past. No nation of the ancient world, that great pagan world of the past, was atheistic. Not one. Somebody says, "I thought they were.'' No, they were the opposite. They were polytheistic. They worshiped many gods. None was atheistic. You see, they were too close to the mooring mast of revelation. Noah knew a man who knew Adam. When you are that close to it, you do not deny God. In Noah's day the world was filled with violence, but there wasn't an atheist in the crowd. When God gave the Ten Commandments, He didn't give any one of them against atheism. He gave two against polytheism: "Thou shalt have no other gods before me. Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth'' (Exod. 20:3-4). He gave these two commandments against polytheism, none against atheism. Why? There were no atheists. 

 

Now when you get to the time of David, you meet atheists, and there were a great many atheists by that time. David labels them, though. He says, "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God . . .'' (Ps. 14:1). The word fool in the Hebrew means "insane.'' The insane, the nutty individual, is the one who is the atheist. Of course he may be a Ph.D in a university. The Bible says he is insane. It is insane for a man to say there is no God. 

 

There is, I believe, as much opposition to Jesus Christ on this side of the Iron Curtain as there is on the other side of the Iron Curtain today. I believe that with all my heart. Somebody says, "Wait a minute. I hear many talk about Jesus, and how wonderful Jesus is.'' Have you ever stopped to think that the Jesus of liberalism, the Jesus the world thinks of, actually never lived? The Jesus of the Bible and the Jesus of liberalism are two different individuals. And the Jesus of liberalism never lived at all. 

 

Let me give you an example of what I mean. For many years when I was a pastor in downtown Los Angeles, the leading liberal in this country pastored a church nearby. Actually I had great respect for him because he was one liberal who was honest. For instance, he would just come out and say he did not believe in the virgin birth. And if you don't believe it, I'd like for you to say it and not beat around the bush. He had a question-and-answer program on radio. I had a question-and-answer program on radio, and listeners would feed questions to both of us to set us in opposition. Every year we went through that same little ritual during the Christmas season. I always enjoyed it. So one time we both were invited to a banquet, and (I think it was done purposely) we were seated together. I got there first and sat down. I saw his name there. In a minute he came in. I felt somebody put his arm around me and say, "You know, Brother McGee, you and I ought to be much closer together. We preach the same Jesus,'' and he sat down. I said to him, "Are you sure we preach the same Jesus?'' "Oh, don't we?'' "I don't think so. Let me ask you some questions. Was the Jesus you preach virgin born?'' "Of course not.'' "Well, the one I preach is virgin born. The Jesus you preach -- did He perform miracles?'' "I do not believe in miracles.'' "Well, the Jesus I preach performed miracles. The Jesus you preach -- did He die on a cross for the sins of the world?'' "Of course He died on a cross, but not for the sins of the world.'' "The Jesus I preach died a substitutionary, vicarious death for the sins of man. Do you believe that Jesus rose bodily?'' "Oh, no, of course not.'' "Obviously then, you and I are not preaching about the same Jesus. Now I want to ask you a question.'' You see, these liberal men have called some of us fundamentalists "intellectual obscurantists.'' (Now whatever that is, it's terrible!) So I said to him, "Look, what are the documents or where are the documents for the Jesus you preach?'' He laughed, just laughed and passed it off. "Of course we don't have any.'' "Now isn't that interesting. We have documents for the Jesus we preach, and you don't -- yet you call us intellectual obscurantists. I'd like to know who is an intellectual obscurantist!'' 

 

May I say to you, my friend, the Jesus that the world believes in today doesn't even exist. He never lived. The Jesus we preach is the Jesus of the Bible, and that is the One against whom there is opposition in the world today. There is a tremendous build-up, a mighty crescendo of opposition against God and against Christ in this day in which we live. 

 

Now how does it manifest itself? Exactly as He said it would. Notice again the second psalm. Hear what they are saying: 

 

Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us [Ps. 2:3]. 

 

What are some of the bands God has put on the human family? Marriage is one. God has made marriage for the welfare of mankind. Whether you are a Christian or not, God has given marriage to mankind. Today they not only want to get rid of it; they are getting rid of it. I was rather shocked two or three years ago. (I'm a square. I'm not really keeping up with it today, so I don't follow along in the way they are going in this modern thinking, relative to God, relative to man, and relative to the Word of God.) So I was startled at a young people's conference when the sweetest little girl got up in our question-and-answer period and said, "Dr. McGee, why does a young couple have to get married if they love each other? Why can't they just start living together?'' God gave marriage, and God intends for it to be followed. But they say, "Let's break their bands asunder.'' 

 

Also, "Let's cast away their cords from us.'' The Ten Commandments are cords. When somebody accuses me of saying that we don't need the Ten Commandments, they are wrong. We are not saved by keeping them -- I tried it, and it won't work -- but I'll say this: God gave them, and He gave them to protect mankind. They are thrown out the door today, and right now we are experiencing lawlessness in this country because of the fact that crime is not being punished. There has been a terrible toll of lives that would not have been sacrificed had laws been enforced. You see, we are living in a day when the prevailing philosophy is "Let us break their bands asunder, let's cast away their cords from us. We want to be free and do as we please.'' God says we can't make it that way. It won't work. We've got old evil natures that need to be restrained. But mankind is moving toward getting rid of all restraints today. 

 

It is disturbing as we look at this world in which we are living. In the political world there is confusion. In the moral realm there is corruption. In the spiritual sphere there is compromise and indifference. And in the social sphere there is comfort. This affluent society never had it so easy, and their goal is to make it easier. We are living in that kind of a day. It is disturbing, and I'll be honest with you, I do worry about it a little. 

CAMERA FOCUS: GOD THE FATHER (2:4-6)

The question arises, How does God feel about this? 

 

He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the LORD shall have them in derision [Ps. 2:4]. 

 

What kind of laughter is this? Let me say at the outset that it is not the laughter of humor. He is not being funny. 

 

Do not misunderstand me -- there is humor in the Bible. The devil has really hit a home run by making people think that going to church is quite an ordeal. We are living in a day when folk think you can't have fun in church. I think the Bible is full of humor. Those of you who study with us through the Bible know we find a lot of it. There used to be a dear maiden lady at a church I served who never found any humor in the Bible. When I gave a message which cited some humorous incident, she used to come down, shake a bony finger under my nose and say, "Dr. McGee, you are being irreverent to find humor in the Bible.'' I said to her, "Don't you wish you could?'' She's gone now to be with the Lord, and I certainly hope she's had a good laugh since she has been there because she has gone to the place where she can have a good time. She needs to have a good time -- she never had one down here. There are too many Christians like that today. My friend, it is going to be thrilling to be with Him some day. We're going to have a wonderful time with Him. It's going to be fun, and I'm looking forward to that. God has a sense of humor, and there is humor in His Word. 

 

"He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh . . .'' Since this is not the laughter of humor, what is it? Well, look at it from God's viewpoint -- little man down there parading up and down, shaking his midget fist in Heaven's face and saying, "Come on out and fight me! I'm against you.'' God looks down at the puny little creature. It's utterly preposterous. It is so ridiculous! He looks down and laughs. "He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.'' It is so utterly ridiculous, my friend. Little men putting themselves in opposition to God won't be around very long. Mussolini did a lot of talking, and we haven't heard from him lately. Stalin did the same thing, and he is gone. Little man plays his brief role here on the stage of life, then his part is over. How ridiculous and preposterous for him to oppose God! 

 

Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, and vex them in his sore displeasure [Ps. 2:5]. 

 

This is the judgment that is coming upon this earth. 

 

What effect will man's opposition have upon God's program? God is going forward to the accomplishment of His purpose. What little man does down here won't deter Him, detour Him, or defer Him at all. God did not read something in the morning paper that He didn't already know about. There is nothing that has surprised Him at all. He is moving according to His purpose. He has, I believe, a twofold purpose in this world. I think He has a heavenly purpose; I think He has an earthly purpose. Right now He is working on His heavenly purpose. The writer to the Hebrews expresses this: it is ". . . bringing many sons unto glory . . .'' (Heb. 2:10). God today is calling out of this world a people to His name. That is His present purpose. However, God has another purpose, and it is stated here: 

 

Yet have I set my king upon my holy hill of Zion [Ps. 2:6]. 

 

God is moving forward today undeviatingly, unhesitatingly, uncompromisingly to the establishment of that throne on which Jesus Christ will sit on this earth. I hear folk say, "If the Lord delay His coming.'' Where in the world did that idea come from? He is not delaying anything. He is going to come on schedule -- His schedule, not mine, because I don't know when He is coming. He is running on schedule and nothing will stop Him, nothing can cause Him to change His plan. 

CAMERA FOCUS: GOD THE SON (2:7-9)

Now the camera in heaven shifts to God the Son on His right hand. God the Son speaks, "I will declare the decree.'' Those of you who have studied theology know that the Lord Jesus executes all the decrees of God. 

 

I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten thee [Ps. 2:7]. 

 

This is a verse that the Jehovah's Witnesses use a great deal. I wish they would listen long enough to find out what it means. It would help them a great deal to find it has no reference to the birth of the Lord Jesus Christ -- which they would see if only they would turn to the New Testament and let the Spirit of God interpret. This verse was quoted by the apostle Paul when he preached in Antioch of Pisidia. This was, I believe, one of his greatest sermons; and he was talking about the resurrection of Jesus Christ: "God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee'' (Acts 13:33). 

 

The reference in the second psalm is not to the birth of Jesus. He never was begotten in the sense of having a beginning. Rather, this is in reference to His resurrection. Christ was begotten out of Joseph's tomb. Jesus is the eternal Son of God, and God is the eternal Father. You cannot have an eternal Father without having an eternal Son. They were this throughout eternity. This is their position in the Trinity. It hasn't anything to do with someone being born, but it does have something to do with someone being begotten from the dead. It has to do with resurrection. I'm afraid the Jehovah's Witnesses have not heard this, but they could find, with a little honest searching, that the New Testament makes it very clear Jesus Christ is not a creature. He is the theanthropic Person. He is the God-man. Psalm 2:7 sustains this doctrine. God the Father continues: 

 

Ask of me, and I shall give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for thy possession [Ps. 2:8]. 

 

The scepter of this universe will be held by a Man with nail-pierced hands. He is the One who is yet to rule. 

 

This verse is often used in missionary conferences. I suppose I have heard a dozen sermons on missions using this verse of Scripture -- and probably you have -- but it ought never go to a missionary conference. It hasn't anything to do with missions. I remember listening to a graduate of Union Seminary in New York City bring a missionary message using this verse. I was then a student in seminary. As a student I did something that was very impolite, very rude. I think I've got more sense than to do it today. I went up to him after he had preached the message, and I asked, "Doctor, why didn't you use the next verse?'' He acted as if he didn't hear me, although I am sure he did, and began talking with somebody there. I said to him the second time, "Doctor, why didn't you use the next verse?'' This time he turned his back on me, and just ignored me. Well, I should have left, but I didn't. I walked around in front, and I said to him, "Doctor, why didn't you use the next verse?'' He looked me right straight in the eye and said, "Because it would have ruined a missionary sermon.'' And it sure would have! 

 

Notice the next verse, the verse that follows it: 

 

Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel [Ps. 2:9]. 

 

Do you think this is the Gospel of the grace of God we are to preach today? It is not. This passage hasn't any reference to Christ's first coming. This speaks of His second coming, when He comes to this earth to judge. 

 

This is the way He will come the second time -- to judge the earth. He has not asked me to apologize for Him, so I won't apologize. He says that He intends to come to this little planet and put down the rebellion that has broken out -- and He will break them with the rod of iron. Maybe you don't like that. Well, you take it up with Him. He said it, and He is going to do it just that way. 

 

Now I have a question to ask you, if you think He ought to do it the way some of our political leaders are suggesting. Suppose Jesus came back to this earth tomorrow, like He came over 1900 years ago, the man of Galilee, the carpenter of Nazareth, the gentle Jesus. Suppose He went to the Kremlin and knocked at the door. Whoever keeps the store over there would come and say, "Yes?'' He would say, "I'm Jesus. I'm here to take over.'' Do you think they would say, "My, we have been waiting for you''? No, they'd put Him before a firing squad in the morning. My friend, how do you think He could take over if He came to Russia today? He would have to break them with a rod of iron, would He not? Apparently that is what He is going to do. Now suppose He goes to France. They don't want Him. Suppose He went down to Rome. I was there just a few weeks ago. I went over the Tiber and listened to a man speak. Although I could not understand what he was saying, I was told that he was telling the world how they ought to do it. He would like to take over. Suppose our Lord would go and knock on the door of the Vatican. The man with the long garment would come to the door, and the Lord Jesus would say, "I'm here to take over.'' What do you think he would say? I think he would say, "Now look, You've come a little too soon. I'm having trouble with some of my priests, but I'm going to work that out. I don't need You.'' I don't think he would want Him. Suppose He came to this country. Suppose He went to the Democratic headquarters, or the Republican headquarters, and said, "I'm here to take over.'' They would say, "We're getting ready for a presidential campaign, we've already got our candidates; we don't need You.'' Now maybe you think their reaction would be different. Maybe you are saying, "Oh, they would take Him.'' Then why don't they take Him? They will not because they won't have Him! Suppose He went to the World Council of Churches today, and He said to Protestantism, "I'm here.'' Would they receive Him? Then why don't they receive Him today? When He comes the second time He will come exactly as God said: "Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.'' He intends to put down the rebellion when He comes to this earth the next time. Oh, my friend, this namby-pamby way of thinking that our God is not going to judge! You and I are living in a world that is moving to judgment day, and God is going to judge. 

CAMERA FOCUS: GOD THE HOLY SPIRIT (2:10-12)

The camera in heaven goes off. The camera on earth comes on. Now God the Holy Spirit speaks: 

 

Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth. 

 

Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling [Ps. 2:10-11]. 

 

One of the most startling things I have encountered in studying the Bible the past few years is a little thing like this: God, in the history of this world, has always gotten a message to the rulers of this world. Always. No exception. Down yonder in the land of ancient Egypt, there was a Pharaoh on the throne, and there was boy Joseph in prison. God kept him in prison so that at the right moment He could bring him out to make him the prime minister of Pharaoh at one of the most crucial periods in the history of the world. That is the way God does it. Down yonder when the first great world power, Babylon, came into existence, God put the man Daniel at the side of Nebuchadnezzar. He not only became his prime minister, but also he brought him to a saving knowledge of the living God. And God kept him there until Cyrus, the Persian, came to the throne. And Cyrus even made his decree in the name of the living God. Napoleon said that he was a man of destiny, that he was told God had raised him up. It is interesting how God has gotten His Word to the rulers of this earth and to those who are in high places. God the Holy Spirit says to the rulers: "Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.'' 

 

Also He says: 

 

Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their trust in him [Ps. 2:12]. 

 

The late Dr. George Gill used to tell us in class, " 'Kiss the Son' is the Old Testament way of saying, '. . . Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved . . .' (Acts 16:31). '' "Kiss the Son.'' 

 

Do you remember who kissed Him? Have you ever noted what our Lord said to Judas after he kissed Him? The theologians today argue about predestination and election and predetermination and foreknowledge, and that this man Judas could not help what he did since it had been prophesied he would do it. Now I'm going to let the theologians handle that. I'm just a poor preacher who doesn't know very much; so I stay away from those problems and let the theologians solve them. However, after I listen to them awhile I have a sneaking feeling they haven't solved them. Notice what the Bible says, and it is well to listen to the Bible rather than to the theologians. Remember at Jesus' betrayal when Judas led the mob out to apprehend Jesus in the garden, he said, "I'll identify him for you by kissing Him.'' So he came to Jesus and kissed Him. Have you noted what Jesus said to him? "And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? . . .'' (Matt. 26:50). Why did He say that? Didn't He know why Judas had kissed Him? Of course He did. Then why did He call him friend? What did He mean? Let me suggest this. "Judas, you have just kissed Me, which has fulfilled prophecy, and has satisfied all the theologians who are going to come along. Now you are free to turn and accept Me, free to turn that kiss of betrayal into a kiss of acceptance. You can do that, Judas. You are a free moral agent.'' And the Spirit of God says, "Kiss the Son. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.'' 

 

My friend, the Spirit of God today is in the world saying to mankind, "Kiss the Son before it is too late. Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ before it is too late.'' He is coming some day, and He is going to establish His kingdom here upon this earth. He is going to rule, and He is going to put down all rebellion. He will bring peace and harmony to this little earth. 

 

When I first went to Nashville, Tennessee, as a pastor, some friends, thinking they were doing me a favor, called me and said, "We have tickets for the symphony orchestra that's coming to town and we want to take you as our guest.'' Well, I love music, but I know nothing about it; and I can't sing it -- I always help congregational singing by keeping quiet. Frankly, I can't think of anything more boring than a whole evening of symphony! But I had to go because they were polite and I wanted to be polite, so I accepted graciously and went along. I had never been to a thing like that before, and I was impressed by what I saw. We went in, took our seats, and in a few moments the musicians began to drift out from the stage sides. They were in shirt sleeves for the most part, and each man went up to his instrument and started tuning it. The fellows with the fiddles too big to put under their chins sawed back and forth -- oh, it sounded terrible. The fellows with the little ones they put under their chins squeaked up and down with those. The ones with the horns -- oh my, nothing was in harmony. It was a medley of discordant, confused noise. Then after they got through with that kind of disturbance, they all disappeared again -- went out through the wings. Another five minutes went by, when all of a sudden the lights in the auditorium went off, the lights on the platform came on, and the musicians walked out. This time they had on their coats. My, they looked so nice. Each one came out and stood or sat at his instrument. Then there was a hush in the auditorium, a spotlight was focused on the wings, and the conductor stepped out. When he did, there was thunderous applause for him. He bowed. Then he came up to the podium and picked up a thin little stick. He turned around again to the audience and bowed, then turned his back to the audience, lifted that little stick -- total silence came over that auditorium, you could have heard a pin drop -- then he brought that little stick down. And, my friend, there were goose pimples all over me. I never heard such music in all my life. Oh, what harmony, what wonderful harmony there was! 

 

Today I live in a world where every man is tooting his own little horn. Every little group wants to be heard. Everybody wants to tell you what he thinks. Everybody is playing his own little fiddle, and I want to tell you, it's a medley of discord. Everything is out of tune. But one of these days the spotlight is going on, and the Lord Jesus Christ will come. When He comes to this universe, He is going to lift His scepter, and everything that is out of tune with Him is going to be removed. Then when He comes down with that scepter -- oh, the harmony that will be in this universe! I'm thankful today that I do live in a universe where I can bow to Him, and I can bring this little instrument of my body, my life, into tune with Him. I can bow to Him, and I can acknowledge Him, I can make Him my Savior and Lord. 

Psalm 3

THEME: A morning prayer: the trials of the godly in Israel 

 

Psalms 3 -- Psalms 7 form a bridge, which I think of as a stairway between two messianic psalms. Psalm 2 is the prophetic rejection of God's anointed, and Psalm 8 is His ultimate victory as Man. The psalms between furnish the glue that holds these two messianic psalms together. They primarily describe the godly remnant of Israel during the time of the absence of the Messiah from the earth, especially during that time which our Lord labeled the Great Tribulation period. In these five psalms we have the record of Israel's trials, sorrows, confusions, problems, and sins. We also see their confidence in God, the promises of God, and their prayers for deliverance. 

 

Trials and sorrows are shared by all godly people, regardless of who they are or in what period of history they live. The comfort given in these psalms is for all of God's children. There are three ways to look at these psalms. The primary interpretation, of course, concerns the personal experience of David. Then there is a direct application to the nation of Israel to the godly remnant in the Great Tribulation. There is also an application to God's people everywhere at any time in the history of the world. If we look at the psalms from this point of view, they will become more meaningful to us. 

 

Psalm 3 is called "A Psalm of David when he fled from Absalom his son.'' (The historical record is in 2Samuel 15 -- 2Samuel 18.) This title tells us about the contents of this psalm. It tells us what went on in the heart of David when he had to flee from Jerusalem when Absalom his son rebelled against him. This psalm came out of the personal experience of David. He was in a difficult situation. He had become an outcast and a fugitive from his own city Jerusalem, which is called the city of David. He had been driven from the people he ruled. Absalom, his son, was in rebellion against him and seeking his life. Absalom's intention was actually to put his father to death. Your heart cannot help but go out to David during this heartbreaking experience. 

 

As David fled, the enemy was on the sidelines cursing him. Abishai, one of his mighty men said, "Let me run a spear through him.'' David said, "Oh, no.'' The prophet Nathan had told David that God would punish him for his sins. In 2Samuel 12:11 Nathan said to David, "Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbour. . . .'' Why would this happen? Because David had sinned greatly, and he was not going to get away with it. God has graciously forgiven David and restored him, but David has to reap the results of his sin; and it is in his son's rebellion that he does it. We find that David's enemies have increased on all sides and that the hearts of the men of Israel followed Absalom. The Scripture tells us, ". . . The hearts of the men of Israel are after Absalom'' (2Sam. 15:13). Absalom was an attractive young man. He was a clever politician who was able to promise the people many good things which he would not have been able to deliver. 

 

During the time of Absalom's rebellion there were many others who rose up against David. He went out of Jerusalem barefoot and weeping. He passed over Kidron. It looked as if there was no help for him at all. 

 

With this background in mind, let us look at Psalm 3. 

 

LORD, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they that rise up against me [Ps. 3:1]. 

 

David is speaking right out of his heart, friend, as he leaves Jerusalem. 

 

Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him in God. Selah [Ps. 3:2]. 

 

Many said that David would find no help from God, that God had forsaken him. But God did not forsake him. When someone says to me, "I cannot understand how God put up with a man like David,'' I always feel like saying, "Well, if God put up with David, maybe He will put up with you and me.'' Be thankful that we have this kind of a God, friend. He puts up with folk like David, and He will forgive any believer who comes to Him in repentance. This doesn't mean that David did not pay for his sin, because he did. 

 

At the end of the second verse we find the word Selah. There has been a great deal of discussion as to the meaning of this word. It occurs about seventy-one times in the Psalms. I believe the Psalms were set to music, to be played by an orchestra and sung by great choirs. I am sure that Jerusalem became famous throughout the world, and people came from near and far to hear the music and the singing of these psalms. I think selah was probably a musical rest, a musical pause. For the common layman who does not understand much about music it means, "Stop, look, and listen.'' That is the type of sign you have at railroad crossings. I remember the days when my dad would drive a buggy into Snyder, Texas, and I would sometimes go with him. He would always stop at the railroad crossing. There wouldn't be a train within ten miles of the place, but we always stopped, looked, and listened. When we come to these marvelous psalms, we should stop, look, and listen. Selah reminds us to do that. That is what we should do when we come to the Word of God. 

 

The word selah probably ends the first stanza of this psalm. Now David says: 

 

I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me. 

 

I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about [Ps. 3:5-6]. 

 

This has been called "a morning psalm.'' This is a good psalm with which to start the day. In spite of all the problems and troubles that David had, he trusted in the Lord. He could sleep at night. He wasn't able to get an aspirin tablet or a sedative to put him to sleep. He simply trusted in the Lord, pillowed his head on the promises of God, and went to sleep. 

 

"I awaked; for the LORD sustained me.'' Then David says that he would not be afraid if ten thousands of people set themselves against him. Even though the whole world was against him, David says he will not be afraid. 

 

Cromwell is considered by many to be the bravest man who ever lived. Someone asked him, "What is the explanation of your bravery?'' Cromwell replied, "Because I fear God, I have no man to fear.'' Martin Luther also took that position. If there were more fear of God today, there would be less of this licking of men's boots. There are some men who go around with their tongues black because they spend so much time licking the boots of men. Why do they do it? There is no fear of God in them. The thing that gives you courage is to fear God. If you fear God, then you have no man to fear. David trusted in God. 

 

Arise, O LORD; save me, O my God: for thou hast smitten all mine enemies upon the cheek bone; thou hast broken the teeth of the ungodly [Ps. 3:7]. 

 

It really hurts to get hit on the cheekbone. When you get hit there, it will really knock you out; and David had probably experienced that. He says that his enemies had been smitten on the cheekbone. God had also broken the teeth of the ungodly -- they were not able to bite David anymore. 

 

Salvation belongeth unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people. Selah [Ps. 3:8]. 

 

Salvation unto the Lord -- belongeth is a word which was inserted by the translators. This is a great scripture. The Lord is the author of salvation. David never thought of salvation as a coin that you could put in your pocket and lose. He never thought it was something he would have to work out. Salvation was the gift of God. "Salvation . . . unto the LORD: thy blessing is upon thy people.'' 

 

Then comes the word selah. We are to stop, look, and listen. David has said some wonderful things about God in this psalm. For example, in verse 3 David calls Him his "shield.'' As a shield, God covers those who are His own. In Ephesians 6:16 we are told to take the shield of faith, as believers. David knew something about what the shield would do -- he used it a great deal. God was also his "glory.'' That is, David believed in the presence of God. The cloud of glory, you remember, was spread over Israel. It was a visible sign of the presence of God in the midst of His people. Today we walk by faith, and the glory of God is with us, friend; He makes Himself real to those who are His own. God was also the "uplifter'' of David's head. How could that be? God promised to build David a house and give him a blessing, a glory, and a kingdom. David said, "He is going to lift my head.'' We may be down, my friend, but He is going to lift us up. This is a marvelous psalm, is it not? 

Psalm 4

THEME: An evening prayer: the plea of the Son of man and those who plead in His name 

 

This brief psalm divides itself like this: a cry -- verses 1-3; a correction -- verses 4-5; a confidence -- verses 6-8. 

 

The psalm has a musical inscription "To the chief Musician on Neginoth, A Psalm of David.'' Apparently a neginoth is some sort of instrument; it is the belief of many that it is a stringed instrument. Probably this psalm was played as a solo on a neginoth. 

 

The psalm begins with a great cry -- the refuge of the people of God in the time of trouble is always prayer. And God is their shield, as we have seen. 

 

Hear me when I call, O God of my righteousness: thou hast enlarged me when I was in distress; have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer [Ps. 4:1]. 

 

Distress indicates pressure -- the pressures of life are great. They are great in our day, and we need the encouragement that we find in the Word of God. "The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth'' (Ps. 145:18). Again in Psalm 50:15 we read, "And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me.'' In Isaiah 65:24 God tells us, "And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.'' Psalm 18:6 is very personal: "In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears.'' In Psalm 55:16 we are told, "As for me, I will call upon God; and the LORD shall save me.'' Psalm 86:7 says, "In the day of my trouble I will call upon thee: for thou wilt answer me.'' Finally, Psalm 91:15 says, "He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him.'' The Bible is just filled with these wonderful promises. The cry of the psalmist in Psalm 4 is that God be with him. 

 

O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into shame? how long will ye love vanity, and seek after leasing? Selah [Ps. 4:2]. 

 

Leasing is falsehood. 

 

But know that the LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the LORD will hear when I call unto him [Ps. 4:3]. 

 

How wonderful He is! God will hear our prayer. 

 

Then he gives two verses of correction, which is sort of a warning. 

 

Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and be still. Selah [Ps. 4:4]. 

 

Stand in awe is better translated tremble, and do not sin. We don't see much trembling today. 

 

Offer the sacrifices of righteousness, and put your trust in the LORD [Ps. 4:5]. 

 

Paul expressed this thought to the Ephesian Christians: "Be ye angry, and sin not: let not the sun go down upon your wrath'' (Eph. 4:26). 

 

Now notice his confidence and the assurance of faith. 

 

There be many that say, Who will shew us any good? LORD, lift thou up the light of thy countenance upon us [Ps. 4:6]. 

 

Many folk say, "Nothing is right anymore.'' How we need the Lord to lift up the light of His countenance upon us! 

 

Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and their wine increased [Ps. 4:7]. 

 

David was like the rest of us -- his heart failed in the time of trouble. Around him were unbelievers, his own people, who were mocking him, "God is not going to do anything for him.'' But God did do something for him. "Thou hast put gladness in my heart, more than in the time that their corn and their wine increased.'' David found that God was good to him. And God is good to us, my friend. 

 

Notice how this evening psalm concludes: 

 

I will both lay me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, LORD, only makest me dwell in safety [Ps. 4:8]. 

 

My friend, do you need a sleeping pill at night? Have you ever tried Psalm 4? It is lots better than any brand of sleeping pill you have used. 

 

Oh, how wonderful these psalms are for us today, and how much they will mean to God's people in that coming day of trouble. 

Psalm 5

THEME: A morning prayer: a cry of the godly in the time of great trouble 

 

Psalm 5 is included in the section which forms a stairway between two messianic psalms. This group of psalms (4 -- 7) actually tells a story. They are, first of all, a picture of a personal experience of David. Secondly, they reveal prophetically the picture of the nation Israel during the Great Tribulation period. Also they have very real applications for us today, for they involve great principles. They have messages for God's people in all ages and in all times. 

 

This is a psalm written by David, and it has as its inscription: "To the chief Musician upon Nehiloth.'' Psalm 4 was on neginoth, a stringed instrument, and this one, nehiloth, is generally believed to have been a wind instrument, a flute. David, the sweet psalmist of Israel, set most of these psalms to music. Possibly a choir also sang this psalm to the accompaniment of flutes. Arthur Pridham states the tone and general character of this psalm very nicely: "It is a prayer of faith, sent up from a heart in which the discernment of God as the shield and rewarder of them that seek Him, is found in union with a very deep sense of the prevailing evil and ungodliness which daily present themselves to the contemplation of the faithful. Vexing of soul because of the abundance of iniquity is thus a leading feature in its general expression.'' Pridham also makes this very interesting statement: "Hence patience is wrought in tribulation. Joy abounds in the sure hope of a deliverance, which is deferred only by the councils of unerring love.'' This pretty well sums up this very magnificent psalm. 

 

It is called a morning psalm, and notice how it begins: 

 

Give ear to my words, O LORD, consider my meditation. 

 

Hearken unto the voice of my cry, my King, and my God: for unto thee will I pray. 

 

My voice shalt thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will look up [Ps. 5:1-3]. 

 

Now let me give you a little different translation: "Give ear to my words, O Jehovah, give heed to my meditation. Listen to the voice of my cry, my King, and my God; for to thee do I pray. Jehovah, in the morning shalt thou hear my voice; in the morning will I come before thee, and expectantly look up.'' This psalm is a morning prayer -- in the morning his voice would be lifted unto God. The morning is a mighty good time to lift your heart to God in prayer. 

 

For thou art not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee. 

 

The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity. 

 

Thou shalt destroy them that speak leasing: the LORD will abhor the bloody and deceitful man. 

 

But as for me, I will come into thy house in the multitude of thy mercy: and in thy fear will I worship toward thy holy temple [Ps. 5:4-7]. 

 

A little different translation at this point I think will be helpful for a better understanding of this passage. "For no God art thou whom wickedness can please. The evil man cannot dwell with thee. The arrogant shall not dare to stand before thine eyes. Thou hatest all workings of iniquity. Thou wilt destroy them that speak lies: the man of blood and deceit Jehovah abhorreth. As for me, through thy great mercy will I enter thy house. I will fall down, facing thy holy temple in fear.'' 

 

This is the comfort of the godly. When you look about you today, you may have (as I do) a sinking feeling as you see the evil that is abroad and the iniquity that abounds. It is something that makes you sick at heart. What is the comfort of the godly in days like these? The psalmist tells us. The hatred that he has in his heart for evil reveals that he is on God's side. God also hates it. It also makes God sick to look down on this sinful world of today. Wickedness does not please God, nor will it please those who know God. Evil cannot dwell with Him, for ". . . God is light, and in him is no darkness at all'' (1John 1:5). Habakkuk said it like this (when the Lord told him that the Chaldeans were going to invade God's land): "Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on iniquity . . .'' (Hab. 1:13). Wickedness may prosper for a time, but the day is surely coming which will bring destruction and eternal shame to those who practice lies and iniquity. God has made it very, very clear that there is a day of judgment coming, and evil is not going to prevail. God spells it out in Revelation 21:8 which says, "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.'' Now I may sound like an antiquated preacher referring to a passage like this, but I believe that the judgment of God is coming upon this earth. 

 

Lead me, O LORD, in thy righteousness because of mine enemies; make thy way straight before my face. 

 

For there is no faithfulness in their mouth; their inward part is very wickedness; their throat is an open sepulchre; they flatter with their tongue [Ps. 5:8-9]. 

 

A different translation is: "Jehovah, lead me in thy righteousness because of my foes.'' He is saying, "My enemies are watching me. They want me to stumble and fall, but I want to glorify You.'' Therefore he is praying to God that He will not let him stumble and fall, and that He will lead him. He prays, "Make thy paths straight before me, for in their mouth is nothing trustworthy; they are inwardly full of depravity; their throat is an open sepulchre.'' By the way, this is quoted in Romans 3:13 by the apostle Paul. "They make their tongues smooth'' -- they are glib of tongue. They don't seem to know what the truth is, and they seldom tell it. 

 

Destroy thou them, O God; let them fall by their own counsels; cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions; for they have rebelled against thee. 

 

But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee. 

 

For thou, LORD, wilt bless the righteous; with favour wilt thou compass him as with a shield [Ps. 5:10-12]. 

 

Or to translate it another way: "Destroy them, O God, let them fall by their own counsels; cast them out in the multitude of their transgressions, for they have rebelled against Thee. And all who seek refuge with Thee shall rejoice; forever shall they shout for joy because of thy protection, and they shall exult in Thee and love Thy name, for Thou, Jehovah, will bless the righteous: with favour wilt Thou surround him as with a shield.'' Prayer is this man's resource and recourse when he looks at the wickedness all about him. He prays for that guidance which will enable him to walk in a way that will not bring disrepute upon the name of God. 

 

In verse 10 the psalmist asks the Lord to destroy the enemy. This is the first imprecatory prayer recorded in the Psalms. Later on I will have time to develop that subject. There are certain prayers that David prayed where he asked God for justice; he asked God to intervene and bring judgment. Some of them are very harsh. Isaiah prayed that way in Isaiah 64:1-2, when he said, "Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence, As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!'' Judgment must fall some day upon the transgressors. Scripture makes it very clear that God will take vengeance. 

 

The Lord, you remember, told the parable concerning the widow who took her case to an earthly judge, saying, ". . . Avenge me of mine adversary. And he would not for a while: but afterward he said within himself, Though I fear not God, nor regard man; Yet because this widow troubleth me, I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me. And the Lord said, Hear what the unjust judge saith. And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he will avenge them speedily . . .'' (Luke 18:3-8). And David in his day prayed for vengeance. 

 

For a Christian to pray these prayers during these days I think is absolutely sinful. You say, "You don't mean that!'' I certainly do mean it. This is where I think a proper interpretation of Scripture is essential. There are many people who want to get rid of this portion of the Word of God. There are even people who say this is not even God's Word because it is no expression for a Christian today. Well, who said it was? This is going to be for God's people during the Great Tribulation. In that day these people under law will pray this kind of prayer as they did in the past under law. And God intends to hear His people, and He intends to bring vengeance upon their enemies. We are to do things differently during this age. Matthew 5:44 says, "But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.'' This is difficult to do, I will grant you that, but that is what the Lord asks us to do. In Romans 12:19 we are told, "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord.'' God says that He will take care of any reprisals. When we get hit in the nose, it is human nature to want to hit back. But when we take matters into our own hands, we are not walking with Him by faith. God wants us to trust Him to take care of our enemies. 

 

When the Lord Jesus Christ was here on earth and was so brutally treated, He did not strike back. He wants those who are His own in the church today to take that same position. But God has said, "Vengeance is mine; I will repay.'' God intends to take care of it some day. 

 

This is a marvelous psalm. What a comfort it will be to God's people in the time of severe persecution! 

Psalm 6

THEME: A cry for mercy 

 

The man in this psalm has looked all about him and has seen the wickedness on every hand. He has also looked in his own heart and recognized that he is not perfect before God at all. If the previous psalms and prayers had to do with morning and evening, this psalm has to do with the darkest night. This psalm is addressed to "The chief Musician on Neginoth upon Sheminith.'' We are introduced to a new term sheminith. It means "upon the octave,'' and there are those who believe it should be sung by male voices. Psalm 5 is an imprecatory psalm, and Psalm 6 is a penitential psalm, a cry of repentance, and plea for mercy. 

 

O LORD, rebuke me not in thine anger, neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure. 

 

Have mercy upon me, O LORD; for I am weak: O LORD, heal me; for my bones are vexed. 

 

My soul is also sore vexed: but thou, O LORD, how long? 

 

Return, O LORD, deliver my soul: oh save me for thy mercies' sake [Ps. 6:1-4]. 

 

The psalmist sees his own need. When he does, there is a wonderful cry of repentance. Next we have his confession. 

 

For in death there is no remembrance of thee: in the grave who shall give thee thanks? 

 

I am weary with my groaning; all the night make I my bed to swim; I water my couch with my tears. 

 

Mine eye is consumed because of grief; it waxeth old because of all mine enemies [Ps. 6:5-7]. 

 

I think we have here a picture of David, and I think we have a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. I think it is also a picture of Israel in the last days, and a picture of believers right now -- you and me. What a psalm this is! This is a cry for mercy out of the very depths of despair. Only mercy can save us. We are told over and over again in the New Testament that God is rich in mercy. He has had to use a lot of His mercy on me, but He has some left over for you. He has plenty of mercy, and we certainly need it. 

 

Isaiah 52:14 says of the Lord Jesus, ". . . his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men.'' In Psalm 69:3 the Lord says, "I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine eyes fail while I wait for my God.'' Again in Psalm 42:3 the Lord says, "My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is thy God?'' In Psalm 38:10 He says, "My heart panteth, my strength faileth me: as for the light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me.'' Finally, in Psalm 88:9 the Lord says, "Mine eye mourneth by reason of affliction: LORD, I have called daily upon thee, I have stretched out my hands unto thee.'' In all of these expressions, and I have given you only a very small segment, the Spirit of Christ speaks prophetically of His own suffering through which He would pass in the days of His humiliation. 

 

His people, the nation Israel, that remnant in the Great Tribulation, will also pass through suffering. Today many of God's saints are passing through it. The great comfort is that He has been through it. These are the things that He has suffered, that He endured. Regardless of what you are going through today, He has already been through it, and He can comfort you. How wonderful it is to have a Savior like the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Depart from me, all ye workers of iniquity; for the LORD hath heard the voice of my weeping [Ps. 6:8]. 

 

Here is the answer to prayer: 

 

The LORD hath heard my supplication; the LORD will receive my prayer [Ps. 6:9]. 

 

In Hebrews 5:7 we are told concerning the Lord Jesus, "Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared.'' That is our confidence today. God will hear and answer our prayer when we are in deep trouble. Isn't that a comfort to you, friend? You may be in a very hard place right at the moment. If you are, this psalm is for you. 

Psalm 7

THEME: A cry for revenge 

 

Someone has suggested that over this psalm should be written: "Shall not the judge of all the earth do right?'' 

 

Notice that the inscription is "Shiggaion of David, which he sang unto the LORD, concerning the words of Cush the Benjamite.'' Although we cannot be dogmatic on the meaning of shiggaion, it is thought that it means "crying aloud.'' This is David crying aloud in song. How I would love to have heard him sing this psalm. This psalm is a loud cry. I think it reveals prophetically the persecution and the final suffering of the God-fearing remnant of Israel during the time of the Great Tribulation. It is the outcry against the "man of sin,'' a theme that is carried into the next psalm. Notice David's confidence in prayer: 

 

O LORD my God, in thee do I put my trust: save me from all them that persecute me, and deliver me: 

 

Lest he tear my soul like a lion, rending it in pieces, while there is none to deliver [Ps. 7:1-2]. 

 

Arno Gaebelein's translation reads: "Jehovah, my God, in thee I seek shelter. Save me from my pursuers, and rescue me, lest like a lion he tear my soul rending in pieces, and no one to deliver'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 40). Who is that lion? That is Satan, whom Peter says is on the prowl. "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour'' (1Pet. 5:8). 

 

Then he speaks of unjust persecution: 

 

O LORD my God, if I have done this; if there be iniquity in my hands; 

 

If I have rewarded evil unto him that was at peace with me; (yea, I have delivered him that without cause is mine enemy:) [Ps. 7:3-4]. 

 

Unjust and innocent suffering in this world is something I don't understand. I don't propose to understand it, but I want to say this to you: I know Somebody who does understand it, and He is going to explain it to us one day. There are things in my life and things in your life that we don't understand. I can't explain your trouble, because I don't even know why I have had to go through certain things; but He is going to explain it someday. 

 

Now we come to the wonderful part. This is not the darkness of night as we saw in Psalm 6, but this is morning light. 

 

Arise, O LORD, in thine anger, lift up thyself because of the rage of mine enemies: and awake for me to the judgment that thou hast commanded [Ps. 7:6]. 

 

He cries for God to avenge and vindicate him. 

 

God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day [Ps. 7:11]. 

 

At the time I am writing this, we are in a time of the "new morality,'' which is really just old immorality. God doesn't go along with it; He is not changing His standards to conform to modern thought. Because of this, we can sing with David: 

 

I will praise the LORD according to his righteousness: and will sing praise to the name of the LORD most high [Ps. 7:17]. 

 

My friend, God will deal with sin and wickedness, and He will finally eradicate it from His universe. Praise the Lord! 

Psalm 8

THEME: A messianic psalm emphasizing the humanity of Christ and His ultimate victory as Man 

 

Messianic psalms are so called because they are quoted in the New Testament in direct reference to the Lord Jesus Christ. Psalm 8 is quoted three times in the New Testament. In fact, the Lord Jesus Himself quoted from this psalm. In Matthew 21 we have recorded what is called the triumphal entry of Christ into Jerusalem. The children in the temple were saying, ". . . Hosanna to the son of David'' (Matt. 21:9). The chief priests and the scribes said, "Do you hear what they are saying?'' It was at this time that Jesus said, ". . . Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?'' (Matt. 21:16). Our Lord was quoting Psalm 8:2. He was telling the chief priests and the scribes that it would be a good idea if they read this Scripture so that they would understand why the children were saying this. 

 

The second quotation from this psalm is found in 1Corinthians 15:27, the resurrection chapter: "For he hath put all things under his feet'' (v. 6). It is quite obvious that this psalm does not refer to our day, as Paul explains: "For he hath put all things under his feet. But when he saith all things are put under him, it is manifest that he is excepted, which did put all things under him.'' 

 

We today do not see all things put under Him, that is for sure. However, the most complete quotation is found in Hebrews 2:5-8, which makes it very clear that Psalm 8 refers to our Lord Jesus Christ: "For unto the angels hath he not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak. But one in a certain place testified, saying, What is man, that thou art mindful of him? or the son of man, that thou visitest him? Thou madest him a little lower than the angels; thou crownedst him with glory and honour, and didst set him over the works of thy hands: Thou hast put all things in subjection under his feet. For in that he put all in subjection under him, he left nothing that is not put under him. But now we see not yet all things put under him.'' Again it is called to our attention that you and I live in a day when all things are not put under Him. Obviously Psalm 8 looks to the future. 

 

Read Hebrews 2:9: "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man.'' Psalm 8 is talking about Jesus. 

 

Now this second great messianic psalm begins with the statement: "O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!'' And the psalm closes with "O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth!'' 

 

This is not a reference to the present hour in which we are living. God's name is not very excellent in the world today. Not long ago on the golf course I heard an old man, who was standing right on the threshold of eternity, use the name of the Lord in vain in a way that was absolutely uncalled for. Walking down the street I heard a very nicely dressed, refined looking, gentle-woman, who looked like a grandmother, swear. My, how she could swear! God's name is not very excellent today. The fact of the matter is that people today are not saying very much about God. I notice on the newscasts that God is never mentioned. He makes the news, too, but He is never brought into the picture. God is recognized in insurance policies that insure houses that are destroyed by fire or by an "act of God''! Do they think the Lord is running around destroying houses? That is the only publicity God gets today. It is all bad as far as He is concerned. He is being left out and left out purposely. His Word is not wanted in the schools. These broad-minded liberals, who believe that everybody should be heard, think pornography should be permitted because the liberties of people should not be curtailed. Well, friend, don't I have a share in that liberty? I would like to have prayer in schools for my grandchildren. How about you? I would like some public recognition of God. I would like to have prayer in public places. Have I no liberties any longer in this land of ours? No, God's name is not excellent today. 

 

The other night I watched a thrilling travelogue on television. Some men climbed to the top of Mount Everest, and the wind at the top was terrific. That old mountain was really talking back to them, letting them know that man is nothing. But there was no mention of God. Mountains are just a bunch of dirt, rocks, and a few trees; they do not talk or become violent or make men feel little. It is the God who made the mountain who does that. It was God on top of Mount Everest who let those men know how really insignificant they were. But the men did not learn how great God is; they just talked about nature. May I say to you that God's name is not excellent in the world today. Not at all. 

 

This first verse in Psalm 8 is a prophecy. It looks to the future, a glorious future. It is a messianic psalm in which we see God's Man. It emphasizes the humanity of Christ and His ultimate victory as Man. In Psalm 2 we saw man in rejection and man's rebellion against God. In Psalm 8 we see that man finally gains control of this earth, and the day will come when God's name will be excellent in all the earth. 

 

At this point I should mention that this psalm is addressed to "the chief Musician upon Gittith.'' Both Psalm 81 and Psalm 84 are also dedicated to "The chief Musician upon Gittith.'' What does that mean? The "gittith'' has generally been interpreted as a musical instrument, a type of lyre. A Jewish scholar said that the word gittith was taken from the name Gath, and it was an instrument known in Gath. You will recall that David found shelter in Gath when he was escaping from King Saul. He probably learned to play this strange instrument at that time, and later introduced it to Israel. The Vulgate and the Septuagint translate the word gittith as "winepress.'' I think there is significance in that also, as Psalm 8 reveals the winepress of suffering that the Lord Jesus went into for you and me. As Man He tasted death for all men; He tasted the bitterness of the winepress. Later on, Isaiah will tell us that the Lord Jesus is coming from Edom. He says: "I have trodden the winepress alone; and of the people there was none with me: for I will tread them in mine anger, and trample them in my fury; and their blood shall be sprinkled upon my garments, and I will stain all my raiment'' (Isa. 63:3). The juice of the grapes on His garments is not His own blood but that of His enemies. You see, if the blood of Christ means nothing to you now and you are not saved, you will have to be judged. It is either His blood, or yours, my friend. That is the position of man in the world today. 

 

Psalm 8 is a psalm of David. There are those who try to read into it "the death for the son,'' supposing that David wrote it at the time of the death of Bathsheba's infant son or on the occasion of the death of the giant Goliath. I mention all of these theories because this is a psalm that apparently has a great and deep meaning. I had a professor once who gave this psalm the title: "Stars and Sucklings.'' This psalm goes all the way from the heavens -- the moon and the stars -- to nursing children. Also this psalm goes along with Psalm 19, another nature psalm, which speaks of the Scriptures and the sun. But the sun is not mentioned here in Psalm 8 at all. 

 

O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set thy glory above the heavens. 

 

Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger [Ps. 8:1-2]. 

 

The Lord made the truth of this verse clear when He said on earth, ". . . Verily I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven'' (Matt. 18:3). It was children who cried, ". . . Hosanna to the son of David . . .'' (Matt. 21:15) during His so-called triumphal entry into Jerusalem. Actually I do not consider it a triumphal entry. We must wait until He comes to earth again; then He will have a real triumphal entry. This is just a little picture of the fact that He is coming to earth again; and, when He does, He will establish His kingdom. In the meantime we must be converted and become as little children. I think this means that you and I must be born again and become little children. Like little children, we put aside all of our boasting and come in simple faith. How tremendous is the faith of a little child. 

 

In this psalm we see the Lord as Creator. You have nature, the creation, and you have man, the creature. You have a relationship here. 

 

When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained [Ps. 8:3]. 

 

"Which thou hast ordained'' means that God put them in their places. In Southern California I often look at the moon and a star that is very bright when it gets over into the southwest -- which means it is located out yonder over the South Pacific. I have often wondered why it is there. I know only that it is there because Jesus wants it to be there. He put it there. In my study I have certain things placed here and there. I have a book in a certain place -- because that is where I want it. Now the stars are not arranged according to the way I want them -- I might move that one out in the southwest -- but they are placed where our Lord Jesus wants them to be. He is the One who is ordaining. 

 

The heavens are the work of His fingers. It is interesting that when the Word speaks of salvation, it refers to the bared arm of the Lord: "Who hath believed our report? and to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed?'' (Isa. 53:1). But when it speaks of the creation of the heavens and the earth, it calls it His finger-work. As John Wesley put it, "God created the heavens and the earth and didn't half try.'' Creation was His finger-work, like the crocheting of a woman. 

 

God put His glory above His creation. It is great to us, and there is a glory in creation, but we don't worship His creation. We worship the Creator. His finger-work tells out His glory and His power. 

 

What is man, that thou art mindful of him? and the son of man, that thou visitest him? [Ps. 8:4]. 

 

There are those still working on the problem of, "What is man?'' Man is a complicated creature. He is a human being. He belongs to the human race, and there are people still trying to figure out how he got here. The Bible says that God created us and put us on earth. Then man went afoul, he turned aside, he disbelieved God, and he disobeyed Him. Why would God be mindful of man? Why didn't God just wipe man out and get rid of him? 

 

Man is a great failure. We don't like to hear that. We want to hear about success. Sometimes I think the most difficult job in the world is to be a cancer specialist. Since I have had cancer, I have gotten pretty close to that group, and they are pessimists, as I see it. They don't have many success stories in their field. Well, man doesn't have a success story; he is really a miserable failure. He has gotten his world in a mess. The psalmist asks, "What is man, that thou art mindful of him?'' I will tell you why man is important. About nineteen hundred years ago the Lord Jesus Christ visited him. He made a trip to earth and died on a cross to let us know that He loved us. He did not save us by love; He saved us by grace because we did not have anything to offer -- we were not worth saving. Yet God the Son came to this earth. I don't know if there are any other planets which are inhabited -- there may be -- but I know that Christ has not been there to die on a cross. He came only here for that purpose. 

 

For thou hast made him a little lower than the angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honour [Ps. 8:5]. 

 

When the Lord Jesus made Old Testament appearances, He came as the Angel of the Lord; but when He came to Bethlehem, He came much lower than that -- He came to the level of man. 

 

Thou madest him to have dominion over the works of thy hands; thou hast put all things under his feet [Ps. 8:6]. 

 

Man was given dominion over the works of God's hands, but man lost that. Man does not control this universe today. Science thought it had things under control, but now we find that science has polluted this earth; and it looks as if our earth will become a big garbage can. Science is responsible for polluting this earth. If you have been worshiping science and want to get out of the garbage can, you need a God who can help you. 

 

"Thou madest him to have dominion . . . thou hast put all things under his feet'' -- but they haven't been put there yet, and won't be until Jesus returns. 

 

All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field; 

 

The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever passeth through the paths of the seas [Ps. 8:7-8]. 

 

God made it all. He is the Creator. God made the beasts of the field, the fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea. God made it all. He is the Creator. He made you and me. In Romans 1:20 Paul says, "For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.'' We can see God's handiwork by simply looking around. 

 

O LORD our Lord, how excellent is thy name in all the earth! [Ps. 8:9]. 

 

Not today, but someday the name of the Lord will be excellent in all the earth. In our time, we live in a universe that is groaning, travailing in pain, waiting for the redemption (Rom. 8:22). But God is above all creation. He has set His glory above the heavens. And up yonder is that Man who over nineteen hundred years ago came down to this earth to be born in Bethlehem. He is seated now in glory at God's right hand. Only by faith will we be able to see Him. 

 

"But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord'' (2Cor. 3:18). "Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is'' (1John 3:2). What a glorious prospect this is for the child of God! 

 

Once again I would like to remind you that this is a messianic psalm. It emphasizes the humanity of Christ and His ultimate victory as Man. We have just stood on the fringe of this glorious psalm, friend, that sings praises to our Savior. 

PSALMS 9 AND 10

Psalm 9

THEME: Satan's man 

 

We were climbing an ascending stairway between the first two messianic psalms (2 and 8). Psalm 8 was the pinnacle, and now we are starting down the mountain on the other side. The descent will be through seven psalms that tell out a prophetic story. We will get glimpses of the suffering of the Jewish remnant at the end time and also a glimpse of the "man of sin,'' also called "the lawless one,'' who is yet to appear upon the earth. 

 

Psalm 9 and Psalm 10 are very closely connected. There is a certain alphabetical structure, an acrostic, that is not seen in our translation, but which can be seen in the original. As a result, you will find that the Septuagint and the Vulgate put these two psalms together and consider them as one. This psalm is addressed to "the chief Musician upon Muth-labben.'' What does this word mean? It means "death for the son,'' a subject that some authors identify with Psalm 8 as we have seen. I think it is generally accepted to be the inscription for Psalm 9. This psalm is ascribed to David, the sweet singer of Israel. There are those who see the death of Goliath in this psalm. Others identify it with the death of Bathsheba's son. It means "death of the son, the firstborn''; and I rather think that it refers to what happened in the land of Egypt when Israel was delivered from slavery through the death of the firstborn of Egypt. 

 

It begins with a note of praise. 

 

I will praise thee, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will shew forth all thy marvellous works. 

 

I will be glad and rejoice in thee: I will sing praise to thy name, O thou most High [Ps. 9:1-2]. 

 

This psalm begins with praise just as Psalm 7 begins with praise. As in the seventh psalm, so in Psalm 9 the praise is in anticipation of the coming victory so beautifully predicted in Psalm 8, when all things will be put under the feet of Him who was made a little lower than the angels. In fact, the first section of this psalm is a prophetic forecast of what earthly conditions will be when the Son of Man has received the throne in righteousness and in peace. In view of the future deliverance, we have this great song of praise in which all earthly people will join in that day. We have a picture of this in the Book of Revelation when that great company out of the nation Israel, the church, and the twenty-four elders will share in a time of great praise unto God. 

 

When mine enemies are turned back, they shall fall and perish at thy presence. 

 

For thou hast maintained my right and my cause; thou satest in the throne judging right [Ps. 9:3-4]. 

 

Once again we move into the time of the kingdom that is mentioned in Psalm 8, when all things will be put under His feet. Martin Luther put it like this: "One with God is a majority.'' He was not so much concerned about having God on his side, as he was making sure he was on God's side. The important thing to David was that his cause was right. Let's make sure, my friend, that we are on God's side. 

 

Now he speaks of the coming judgment. 

 

Thou hast rebuked the heathen, thou hast destroyed the wicked, thou hast put out their name for ever and ever [Ps. 9:5]. 

 

"Thou hast rebuked the heathen'' is better translated, "Thou hast rebuked the nations.'' What a psalm this is! 

 

O thou enemy, destructions are come to a perpetual end: and thou hast destroyed cities; their memorial is perished with them [Ps. 9:6]. 

 

This is a strong declaration of the judgment that is coming. 

 

The question arises, Is there enough preaching today about judgment? I would say that there is enough preaching of a certain kind of judgment, but there are very few sermons on the subject of hell. Lately I have had the opportunity to hear more sermons than I have heard for years, and I notice two things about them. Most sermons are designed to comfort God's people. In fact, many sermons are geared for those who seem to have some sort of a complex or are just looking for a shoulder to cry on. However, a sermon I heard the other day was on the subject of hell; but the bitterness of the preacher came through. I feel that before a man preaches on hell he ought to search his own heart to make sure that the subject affects him -- that his heart is broken because men are lost. An unbeliever made the following statement about Dwight L. Moody when he was told that Moody preached a sermon on hell: "I don't like to hear sermons on hell, but if there is any man who can preach on that subject, it is Dwight L. Moody.'' May I say to you, not only should there be sermons on hell, but the right kind of men should preach them. I suppose one of the reasons I don't preach more sermons on hell is because I think I should be deeply moved in my heart when I do talk about this subject. 

 

The psalmist makes it clear that all the enemies of Israel are to be conquered. This is God's victory for the remnant that will be on His side. I think what we have here is the death of the son, the firstborn, in Egypt. This takes us right down to the place where anti-Semitism was born -- it started in the land of Egypt. A new king in that land enslaved God's chosen people, and he tried to exterminate the whole race which would frustrate the grace and purpose of God in redemption. Ever since that time the nations have been Israel's enemies. They will continue to hate Israel until the day of deliverance comes. At this present moment there is a feeling of hatred toward the Jews. 

 

In this next passage the kingdom and the throne of righteousness is established. 

 

But the LORD shall endure for ever: he hath prepared his throne for judgment. 

 

And he shall judge the world in righteousness, he shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness [Ps. 9:7-8]. 

 

"He shall judge the world in righteousness'' -- that is important. It is my feeling today that we are short on judges who will follow the law and assess a penalty when a penalty should be assessed. We have too many judges who are softhearted, and I sometimes think softheaded, who are trying to be popular. Righteousness is what is needed today. The One who makes the right is God. Right is not necessarily what you think or what I think. It was God who divided the light from the darkness. I have never been able to separate them. I have never gotten up before daylight, waved a wand, and brought up the sun. God does that. He is the One who declares what is right. If you don't think so, you are wrong. That is just the way it is. It is as simple as that. Someone has to make the rules. God makes the rules for this universe, and He is running it. God is going to be around for a long time, and I think He has that prerogative. 

 

Now, moving down a few verses, we have a picture of the condition before Christ comes to establish His kingdom. 

 

Have mercy upon me, O LORD; consider my trouble which I suffer of them that hate me, thou that liftest me up from the gates of death [Ps. 9:13]. 

 

"Have mercy upon me, O LORD'' -- I don't know about you, but I need mercy from God. You may question that since I said there will be justice when He comes. But, you see, justice has already been established in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ when He bore our sins, and He has been made unto us righteousness. What I need today is mercy, and mercy is extended to us in the person of Jesus Christ. 

 

That I may shew forth all thy praise in the gates of the daughter of Zion: I will rejoice in thy salvation [Ps. 9:14]. 

 

And we need more folk to rejoice in God. 

 

The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made: in the net which they hid is their own foot taken [Ps. 9:15]. 

 

The heathen is better translated "nations'' -- "The nations are sunk down in the pit that they made.'' 

 

Look at the nations of the world today. Even the great nations of the world, including our own nation, have sunk down into a pit. We seem to be caught. This is the condition of the world at the present hour. 

 

The LORD is known by the judgment which he executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah [Ps. 9:16]. 

 

This is a tremendous verse! 

 

The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all the nations that forget God [Ps. 9:17]. 

 

A cry goes out: "The wicked shall be turned into hell [Sheol, that is, unto death], and all the nations that forget God.'' This is a great principle that God has put down. 

 

For the needy shall not always be forgotten: the expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever [Ps. 9:18]. 

 

"The needy shall not alway be forgotten'' -- they are today. Oh, there are poverty programs, but the man at the top always seems to get it before it reaches the poor. The poor will receive justice when the Lord Jesus comes. You know, we poor people ought to be more interested in the Lord. There are so many people in poverty who are turning to political parties and certain political candidates for help. Unfortunately, they are not going to receive much help. What the candidates are trying to do is to get into office. The Lord Jesus is not running for office -- He is King of kings and Lord of lords. He is not anxious to please any party or any group on this earth. When Christ came to earth the first time, He came to do God's will. Since He is God, when He comes again He is going to do His own will. My friend, "the needy shall not always be forgotten: the expectation of the poor shall not perish for ever.'' They are expecting a great deal from man, but only God will meet their need. 

 

Arise, O LORD; let not man prevail: let the heathen be judged in thy sight [Ps. 9:19]. 

 

"Let the nations be judged'' -- the nations are yet to be judged, according to our Lord (Matt. 25:31-46), ". . . and he shall separate them one from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats'' (Matt. 25:32). 

 

Put them in fear, O LORD: that the nations may know themselves to be but men. Selah [Ps. 9:20]. 

 

There are some today who feel that they are operating in the position of God. Remember that the inscription of this psalm is "Muth-labben,'' meaning death for the son. If you consider the son to be Goliath or Pharaoh, both of them are little pictures of the Antichrist who is yet to come. He will be Satan's man, and he will put himself in the position of God. God will ultimately put him down. 

PSALM 10
Chapter 10

SATAN'S MAN (CONTINUED) (10:1-18)

Now when we come to Psalm 10, we still see Satan's man, the man of the earth, which closely identifies Psalm 10 with Psalm 9. 

 

Notice how the wicked one is described: 

 

Why standest thou afar off, O LORD? why hidest thou thyself in times of trouble? 

 

The wicked in his pride doth persecute the poor: let them be taken in the devices that they have imagined. 

 

For the wicked boasteth of his heart's desire, and blesseth the covetous, whom the LORD abhorreth [Ps. 10:1-3]. 

 

There are two things that characterize the wicked in these verses: pride and boasting. Do you want to know who the wicked are as you look around the world? They are those who are filled with pride, the "great'' of the earth, who have no place for God in their lives. Also they do a great deal of boasting. I don't know how you feel, but I am not impressed by politicians and world leaders who are always boasting that they will solve the problems of the world. They remind me of what Isaiah said about a mountain that travailed and brought forth a mouse! They boast of doing great things, but they accomplish practically nothing. What a picture we have here of the wicked and the "wicked one,'' the Antichrist, who will be the false messiah. He is identified in this psalm. Pride identifies him. 

 

The wicked, through the pride of his countenance, will not seek after God: God is not in all his thoughts [Ps. 10:4]. 

 

"God is not in all his thoughts'' is better translated: "All his thoughts are: there is no God.'' Antichrist will be an atheist. 

 

In the time of David there began to emerge for the first time in history those who were atheists. There were no atheists at the beginning because they were too close to the mooring mast of revelation. After all, Noah knew a man who knew Adam. When you are that close to the time of creation, you are not apt to deny the existence of God. When the Ten Commandments were given, there was no commandment against atheism; but there was one against polytheism -- the worship of many gods. The first commandment is: "Thou shalt have no other gods before me.'' The second commandment is: "Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth'' (Exod. 20:3-4). There are two commandments against polytheism, and none against atheism because there were no atheists. However, David will mention atheism several times. 

 

The Antichrist at the end times will be characterized by atheism, filled with pride and boasting. 

 

His ways are always grievous; thy judgments are far above out of his sight: as for all his enemies, he puffeth at them. 

 

He hath said in his heart, I shall not be moved: for I shall never be in adversity [Ps. 10:5-6]. 

 

This also characterizes man in our day -- boasting of his prosperity and self-sufficiency. He feels no need of God. 

 

Now notice something else that will characterize Antichrist: 

 

Wherefore doth the wicked contemn God? he hath said in his heart, Thou wilt not require it [Ps. 10:13]. 

 

Not only does he not believe in God, but he despises Him. It is inconsistent to despise Someone who does not exist; apparently He has to exist to build up this kind of bitterness and hatred. 

 

When he says, "Thou wilt not require it,'' he is saying that there is no judgment. There is a great multitude of people emerging in our contemporary culture who are saying there is no God, or, if He exists, He is too far away for them to bother with; and they are confident there will be no judgment. My friend, if you take that position, anything goes. It is that philosophy that is behind the movement to abolish capital punishment or any kind of punishment or any kind of imprisonment for a criminal. The argument I hear is that methods used today do not reform criminals. Whoever said that the purpose of punishment and prisons was to reform? It never was intended to reform; it was intended to deter crime. God gave these laws to protect the innocent. And God's judgment is inevitable upon the earth. The closer we get to it, the less man believes it is coming. 

 

God is probably the most unpopular Person in the World right now. Why? Because the wicked are in the saddle. We are moving toward the time when the sin of man will lead to the "man of sin,'' this final Antichrist. 

 

The LORD is King for ever and ever: the heathen are perished out of his land. 

 

LORD, thou hast heard the desire of the humble: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt cause thine ear to hear: 

 

To judge the fatherless and the oppressed, that the man of the earth may no more oppress [Ps. 10:16-18]. 

 

"The man of the earth'' is Antichrist. 

 

These are remarkable psalms, my friend, because they amplify a great many truths which we get historically and prophetically in other portions of the Word of God. 

Psalm 11

THEME: Testing of the righteous 

 

This is a wonderful little psalm of David, ascribed to the chief Musician. We are not told under what circumstances it was written, but obviously it came out of the persecution and trials in the life of David. I am going to give an extended quotation from J. J. Stewart Perowne because I think it is a remarkable statement to be coming from a man who was liberal in his theology. 

 

The singer is in danger of his life; and timorous and faint-hearted counsellors would fain persuade him to seek safety in flight. But, full of unshaken faith in God, he rejects their counsel, believing that Jehovah, the righteous king, though He tries His servants, does not forsake them. Not the righteous, but the wicked have need to fear. The Psalm is so short and so general in its character, that it is not easy to say to what circumstances in David's life it should be referred. The choice seems, however, to lie between his persecution by Saul and the rebellion of his son Absalom. Delitzsch decides for the last, and thinks the counsel (v. 1), "flee to your mountain,'' comes from the mouth of friends who are anxious to persuade the king to betake himself, as he had before done when hunted by Saul, to "the rocks of the wild goats'' (1Sam. 24:2). It is in favor, to some extent, of this view that the expression in v. 3, "when the foundations are destroyed,'' points to a time when lawful authority was subverted (The Book of Psalms, p. 166). 

 

This is one time when I agree with a liberal. I think this psalm has reference to the time he fled from Absalom. 

 

Here is another expression from the heart of this great king: 

 

In the LORD put I my trust: how say ye to my soul, Flee as a bird to your mountain? [Ps. 11:1]. 

 

This is the advice psychologists will give you today. They will tell you that what you need to do is get away from your problems. Go off somewhere -- what you need is a rest. Flee from your present circumstances, as a bird to the mountain. My friend, getting away from it all does not solve a thing. Years ago, in my southland, the lady of the house was complaining to her wonderful housekeeper about wanting to get away from it all. Her housekeeper said, "What are you trying to get away from? This beautiful home? Your lovely children? Your wonderful husband? No matter where you go, you are going to have to lug yourself along.'' You can never run away from yourself. How true that is! People would tell David, "Flee as a bird to your mountain,'' but that was not the way to solve his problems. 

 

In our mechanical society and very monotonous culture it is very tiring to sit in an automobile for seven hours on a freeway. Flying in an airplane is a wonderful experience; but after you have been across the country and around the world, flying gets monotonous. You are way up in the air where there is not much to see or do. Actually, I think it is a good thing for a person to get away from the busy life and the noise of the city and the traffic to find a restful place to relax. But if you are trying to run away from your problems or from some situation that you ought to face, this is not good advice. You should not run away because of fear. Many who were counseling David to run away and to get out of the country were afraid for his life, because Absalom, this son of his, was trying to kill him. 

 

For, lo, the wicked bend their bow, they make ready their arrow upon the string, that they may privily shoot at the upright in heart [Ps. 11:2]. 

 

Those who were following Absalom were willing to kill David if they had the opportunity. There was great bitterness on both sides. When Absalom came in battle against his father, David did not leave the land. David retreated in order to reconnoiter and then came against his son with his army. David gave specific instructions to his three captains: "Remember my boy Absalom and don't harm him. I want him safe.'' Absalom made a big mistake in fighting his father and the veterans who were with him, because David was a seasoned warrior and knew all the tricks of the trade. He knew how to fight in the woods and the mountains. Absalom and his men were not as experienced, and they lost. Not only was there bitterness on Absalom's side, it was also on David's side -- although not in David's heart -- but Joab, one of David's captains, when he had the opportunity, put a dart through the boy and killed him. There was bitterness on both sides. 

 

The death of his son broke David's heart. I don't think he ever recovered from that. When Absalom tried to take over, David fled from Jerusalem. Law and order had disappeared. No longer was there worship of the living and true God. 

 

If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do? [Ps. 11:3]. 

 

This is still a good question to ask. Today the authority of the Word of God is being challenged on every hand. As I write, we have the "new morality,'' which is sin that the Bible has condemned from the very beginning. The problem is, What can the righteous do? I will tell you what they can do. Listen to the psalmist: 

 

The LORD is in his holy temple, the LORD's throne is in heaven: his eyes behold, his eyelids try, the children of men [Ps. 11:4]. 

 

God is watching us today. He is testing us. And the only place we can turn is to Him. When the foundations are taken out from under us, the righteous have God to cling to. 

 

Abraham reached that place. When it says that Abraham believed God, it means that Abraham threw his arms around God and just held on. He believed God. And these are days when we can believe God and hold on to Him. It is time for many of us who cannot sing the Hallelujah Chorus to at least say it. How wonderful is our God! 

 

The LORD trieth the righteous: but the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth [Ps. 11:5]. 

 

"The LORD trieth the righteous'' is better translated "the Lord tests the righteous.'' God knows who are His own, and He will test His children. He tests me and He may be testing you. And that doesn't mean He hates us. He is testing us for our good and His glory. 

 

"But the wicked and him that loveth violence his soul hateth.'' If you think God is just lovey-dovey, you had better read this and some of the other psalms again. God hates the wicked who hold on to their wickedness. I don't think God loves the devil. I think God hates him, and He hates those who have no intention of turning to Him. Frankly, I do not like this distinction that I hear today that, "God loves the sinner, but He hates the sin.'' God has loved you so much that He gave His Son to die for you; but if you persist in your sin and continue in that sin, you are the enemy of God. And God is your enemy. God wants to save you, and He will save you if you turn to Him and forsake your iniquity. Until then, may I say, God is not a lovey-dovey, sentimental, old gentleman from Georgia. 

 

Upon the wicked he shall rain snares, fire and brimstone, and an horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup [Ps. 11:6]. 

 

The cup of iniquity is filling up in our day. And God is allowing it to fill up; He is doing nothing to hinder it. The wicked are prospering. He makes it rain on the unjust as well as the just. In fact, it looks to me like they are getting more rain than anybody else. This is their day. 

 

For the righteous LORD loveth righteousness; his countenance doth behold the upright [Ps. 11:7]. 

 

The Lord loves righteousness. In time of trouble when the foundations are removed, we are to look from earth to heaven -- the upright will behold His face. What a wonderful picture this is! 

Psalm 12

THEME: The godly in the midst of the godlessness of the Great Tribulation 

 

Prophetically, this psalm is like the preceding ones. It refers ultimately in its final fulfillment to the days of the Tribulation which will come upon Israel's godly remnant -- also upon godly Gentiles -- in that day. 

 

In the opening verses we find a description of the apostasy in those days. You see, there is to be an apostasy in Israel as well as in the church. 

 

Help, LORD; for the godly man ceaseth; for the faithful fail from among the children of men [Ps. 12:1]. 

 

It is easy to develop an Elijah complex today and say, "I am the only one left. I am the only one standing for God today.'' Many people develop that complex. It is not accurate, but it can happen when you see godlessness on every hand. 

 

They speak vanity every one with his neighbour: with flattering lips and with a double heart do they speak [Ps. 12:2]. 

 

This is a day when Christians need to speak the truth. That is, we should not say one thing to a man's face and another thing when his back is turned. That is double-talk. It is being two-faced. 

 

The LORD shall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that speaketh proud things: 

 

Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail; our lips are our own: who is lord over us? [Ps. 12:3-4]. 

 

The psalmist goes after the proud in this psalm. They say, "We are going to say what we please.'' We are seeing that apostasy in the church is noted by pride like this. Jude predicted the coming apostasy, "These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage'' (Jude 1:16). In other words, those in apostasy are a bunch of liars. 

 

Now we see those who are God's people. 

 

For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will I arise, saith the LORD; I will set him in safety from him that puffeth at him [Ps. 12:5]. 

 

Or, better, the Lord says, "I will set him in safety at whom they puff.'' Today the enemy huffs and puffs like the wolf did in the story of the three little pigs. Two little pigs lost their homes because the big bad wolf blew them down. But the last little pig had a house that stood up under the huffing and puffing. The story of the three little pigs illustrates what David is saying here. God says, "I will set him in safety at whom they puff. I will hide him in the clefts of the rocks. I will put him in a place of safety.'' 

 

The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times [Ps. 12:6]. 

 

Now the wicked boast and use flattery. You cannot believe what they say. But the words of the Lord are pure. That is one reason why we need to spend more time in the Word of God. It is the fortress into which God wants to put us. 

 

Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever. 

 

The wicked walk on every side, when the vilest men are exalted [Ps. 12:7-8]. 

 

We are living in a day like this, and it will be especially true during the time of the Great Tribulation. Listen to the prophet Isaiah when he says, "Hear the word of the LORD, ye that tremble at his word; Your brethren that hated you, that cast you out for my name's sake, said, Let the LORD be glorified [they said that in mockery]: but he shall appear to your joy, and they shall be ashamed'' (Isa. 66:5). This is a wonderful picture given to us which describes the temple worship in Jerusalem at, I think, the end of the age. The Lord Jesus said in His day, when the enemy came to arrest Him, ". . . this is your hour, and the power of darkness'' (Luke 22:53). We go through times when the enemy has the upper hand, but God won't let something happen to His own unless it will accomplish some worthwhile purpose in their hearts and lives. 

Psalm 13

THEME: David's desperate plight 

 

This is a rather doleful section of the Book of Psalms. As we have said, Psalm 9 through Psalm 15 deal with that time of trouble which is coming -- the Great Tribulation -- and ones who figure during this time: Antichrist, and the Jewish remnant which will be true to God. It will be a time of great testing. 

 

David has written this psalm out of his own trying experience, but it has a contemporary interpretation. Also it has a prophetic or chronological interpretation, reaching down into the end times after the church is removed from the earth. 

 

David is being pursued as he writes this psalm -- probably by King Saul. He may have been hiding at this time in the cave of Adullam while the Philistines were teamed up to hunt him out. Day after day he found himself in a desperate situation. In weariness of body and soreness of mind and heart he cries out to God: 

 

How long wilt thou forget me, O LORD? for ever? how long wilt thou hide thy face from me? [Ps. 13:1]. 

 

David sounds extremely pessimistic here. He feels that God has forsaken him, that he is on his own. What you have here, as Delitzsch describes it, is a long, deep sigh. "It comes finally from a relieved breast, by an already much more gentle and half-calmed prayer.'' 

 

How long shall I take counsel in my soul, having sorrow in my heart daily? how long shall mine enemy be exalted over me? [Ps. 13:2]. 

 

David is asking, "How long will this continue?'' At this time David is a very weary man. Then he turns in prayer to God. This is his resource and his recourse. 

 

Consider and hear me, O LORD my God: lighten mine eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death [Ps. 13:3]. 

 

David was in grave danger when he wrote this. He was afraid to go to sleep for fear that his enemy would kill him. Yet, he needed rest badly. So he asked the Lord to protect and give him sleep. 

 

Lest mine enemy say, I have prevailed against him; and those that trouble me rejoice when I am moved [Ps. 13:4]. 

 

The enemy would rejoice if he could get to David. The rejoicing of the enemy would not only be against David but also against God, so he prays that the enemy will not get the upper hand. After having heaved this awful sigh of sorrow, he continues in prayer, and he finally settles back in wonderful faith and trust in God. This is a beautiful psalm. 

 

But I have trusted in thy mercy; my heart shall rejoice in thy salvation [Ps. 13:5]. 

 

David did not think he was smart enough to get out of his predicament on his own. He took precautions, of course, but he knew only God could deliver him. God was his salvation. 

 

I will sing unto the LORD, because he hath dealt bountifully with me [Ps. 13:6]. 

 

My friend, wherever you are and whoever you are and however you are, you can still sing praises to God. As I write this, it is easy for me to praise Him. I just got a good report from my doctor about my physical condition. The Lord has been good to me and it is easy to praise Him, but I think of a man in Southern California who for years ignored God. Then he was stricken with cancer. He is flat on his back, but he has turned to the Lord through our radio program. Although he is in bad condition, a friend of mine who visited him told me, "It will rejoice your heart and humble you to visit this man and to see that in the midst of trouble he talks about how good God has been to him, how God has saved him, and how wonderful He is.'' When you can praise God in a spot like that, you have arrived. He may be farther along than I am. 

 

And so in this psalm we have seen the desperate plight of David which mirrors the plight of God's people in the Great Tribulation. 

Psalm 14

THEME: Depravity of man in the last days -- atheistic, filthy, rebellious 

 

This psalm is linked to the other psalms, especially Psalm 12. In that psalm you will recall that we saw the corruption of the last days. The godly man had ceased, it seemed; and the godless were in control. Corruption, wickedness, and lawlessness abounded. You may think it is a picture of this day, but if I may use the common colloquialism of the street, "You ain't seen nothin' yet.'' Wait until the Great Tribulation comes. By the way, I hope you don't see it, because God's own -- those who are in the body of believers -- are not going through the Great Tribulation. He has already said that He would keep them from "the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth'' (Rev. 3:10). The church, by which I mean the true believers, will leave before that time. This psalm certainly sets before us the corruption and wickedness of the last days, the end of the age. 

 

Notice the marvelous arrangement of this psalm made by Bishop Horne. He divides this psalm into three parts: the corruption of the world, the enmity against the people of God, and the longing and prayer for salvation. This is the picture of Psalm 14. It is brief but very important. 

THE CORRUPTION OF THE WORLD (14:1-3)

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good [Ps. 14:1]. 

 

The Hebrew word for "fool'' in this verse is nabal. This may ring a bell in your thinking, because there was a man by the name of Nabal who was married to a lovely woman by the name of Abigail. His story is told in 1Samuel 25. His name certainly characterized him accurately. He acted a fool. The word nabal may be translated "simple, silly, simpleton, fool, or madman.'' 

 

I have a very intelligent friend who has been very successful in dealing with atheists. He was in a group of men one day when an atheist said, "I don't believe there is a God. Man doesn't have a soul, and when he dies, he dies like a dog.'' This man went on raving like a madman. My friend waited until the group began to break up and then approached this man. He said, "I understand you said that you are an atheist.'' Upon hearing these words the man launched into another tirade about his belief that there is no God. My friend said, "I would like to ask you a question. The Bible says, 'The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.' The word fool means insane or mad. Either you were not sincere when you talked about God as you did and you were just talking for the benefit of the crowd, or you are a fool and a madman. I would like to know which one it is.'' The man turned and walked away. Knowing what we do about the universe today, only a madman would say that there is no God. Man has found that the universe works more accurately than any clock or watch he has been able to make. And there is no watch running around that "just happened'' -- some watchmaker made it. The universe that is timed more accurately than a watch tells us that there is a universe-maker. The fool has said in his heart that there is no God, and now the fool begins to appear on the scene. We have already had a glimpse of him in Psalm 10:4, where we read, "God is not in all his thoughts.'' A better translation of this is, "All of his thoughts are, 'There is no God!' '' He exhibits the very depth of human depravity. 

 

There are many people with Ph.D.'s teaching in our universities today. Many of them are atheists. I want to say this carefully -- the lowest that a man can sink in human depravity is to be an atheist. That is what the Word of God says. If you do not believe there is a God, you are a madman; you are crazy. You do not have any real sense. Having a high I.Q. is not enough. I used to teach with a man who had a Ph.D., and he didn't have sense enough to get out of the rain. I played golf with him one day when it began to rain. He looked at me and asked, "What shall we do?'' He was really asking for information. What would any sensible person do when it starts pouring down rain? I said to him, "I think we had better get in out of the rain!'' Even I knew that, but he didn't seem to know. So, you see, a scholastic degree doesn't prove a man's intelligence! "They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good.'' I believe you will find that most atheists are also great sinners. Gross immorality is generally one of their characteristics. A man who mixes with the college set told me, "It is amazing the number of Ph.D.'s who claim to be atheists and who are living in gross immorality. And some of them actually live in filth -- and I mean material, physical filth.'' 

 

The LORD looked down from heaven upon the children of men, to see if there were any that did understand, and seek God [Ps. 14:2]. 

 

And what did He find? 

 

They are all gone aside, they are all together become filthy: there is none that doeth good, no, not one [Ps. 14:3]. 

 

Paul quotes this verse in Romans 3:12, "They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one.'' Paul is not only speaking about atheists; he is speaking about everyone. This is a picture of you and me, friend. I am not an atheist, and I don't imagine you are, but we are sinners. We do not do good. The condition of man is corrupt, and the first three verses tell us the depths to which man can go. 

ENMITY AGAINST THE PEOPLE OF GOD (14:4-6)

They are not only against God, but they are against the people of God. 

 

Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge? who eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon the LORD. 

 

There were they in great fear: for God is in the generation of the righteous. 

 

Ye have shamed the counsel of the poor, because the LORD is his refuge [Ps. 14:4-6]. 

 

There is a lot of pretense upon the part of rich politicians today. A college professor, who is a friend of mine and who is liberal in his theology and in his politics, calls these politicians "limousine liberals.'' He said, "They don't know anything about what the poor man goes through, and yet they pretend to be liberal.'' They are like the rich man who always lets some crumbs fall off his table for the poor man to keep him satisfied (see Luke 16:20-21). I find no rich man today giving up his riches to help the poor. What little you and I accumulate he will tax to death; yet he somehow escapes taxation himself. God certainly knows human nature, does He not? This is a picture of them. 

THE LONGING AND PRAYER FOR SALVATION (14:7)

Now here is a note of triumph. 

 

Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! when the LORD bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad [Ps. 14:7]. 

 

This verse looks forward in anticipation to that glorious day when out of Zion will come salvation for Israel. In that day Jacob shall rejoice and Israel shall be glad. You cannot misunderstand this verse. Anyone who says that God does not have a future purpose for Israel is admitting that he doesn't know very much about the Psalms. He may try to avoid what is so clearly stated in other passages of the Word, but how can he deny that the heart cry and the joy of the psalmist is in the future when God establishes a kingdom on earth with Israel at the center? 

Psalm 15

THEME: Description of those who will be in the presence of God 

 

This is another brief psalm which will conclude the section which began with Psalm 9. If you review these psalms you will see a definite development. Psalms 9 and Psalms 10 picture Satan's man, who is characterized by pride, boasting, and self-sufficiency. Psalm 11 deals with the testing of the righteous. In Psalm 12 we see the godly in the midst of godlessness and the ultimate godlessness of the Great Tribulation. Psalm 13 mirrors the plight of God's people in the Great Tribulation. Psalm 14 shows us the depravity of man in the last days, with his atheistic attitude and his filthy and rebellious ways. Now Psalm 15 tells us about those who shall enter the kingdom. It describes those who are going to be in the presence of Jehovah. 

 

LORD, who shall abide in thy tabernacle? who shall dwell in thy holy hill? [Ps. 15:1]. 

 

There is only one holy hill; the Bible calls it Zion, which is in the land of Israel. He is talking about those who will enter the millennial kingdom, the kingdom Christ will establish on earth with Israel as the center. 

 

He that walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and speaketh the truth in his heart. 

 

He that backbiteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his neighbour. 

 

In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not [Ps. 15:2-4]. 

 

"In whose eyes a vile person is contemned'' -- that is, despised. In our contemporary culture the opposite is often true; the vile person is honored, and the godly man is despised. 

 

"He that sweareth to his own hurt, and changeth not'' means that he will go on record for the truth and will not change his story to protect himself. 

 

He that putteth not out his money to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. He that doeth these things shall never be moved [Ps. 15:5]. 

 

In this psalm David is saying exactly what James said: "Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works'' (James 2:18). I like the way John Calvin put it: "Faith alone saves, but faith that saves is not alone.'' Who is going to stand before God? Those who have had a faith in God that has produced a life of righteousness. At the time I write this, there is a great deal of talk about the soon coming of Christ, and yet I don't see much change in the lives of folk who say they are expecting Him. My friend, if you really believe Jesus is coming soon -- or even if you believe you will someday stand before Him to give an account, you will make sure that you live your life in such a way that it will count for God. This is the real test that will prove whether or not you love Him and look for Jesus' return. 

 

This is a tremendous psalm! 

Psalm 16

THEME: The resurrection of the Messiah 

 

Psalms 16 through 24 form another segment that belongs together. In our songbooks today songs of like themes are grouped together -- songs of praise, songs of repentance, etc., are in certain sections of our books. Well, this is how the Psalms are arranged in this songbook. The theme of these nine psalms is the prophecy of Christ blended with the prophecy of the faithful remnant. 

 

Psalm 16 gives us the song of resurrection. This is the third messianic psalm. It touches on the life of Christ (v. 8), the death of Christ (v. 9), the resurrection of Christ (v. 10), and the ascension of Christ (v. 11). The resurrection of Christ is quoted from this psalm in the New Testament in three different places. 

 

This psalm is called a "Michtam of David.'' The word Michtam is of uncertain origin. Martin Luther translated it as "a golden jewel,'' which I think is close to the actual meaning. Psalms 56 through 60 are also called Michtam psalms. 

 

The messianic meaning of this psalm is fully established by the testimony of the Holy Spirit in the New Testament, as we shall see. 

 

Let us call this psalm the Golden Jewel of David because he is looking forward to the One coming in his line, the One of whom he could say, "This is all my salvation.'' 

 

Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust [Ps. 16:1]. 

 

This reveals the wonderful voice of the Lord Jesus Christ when He said He had come to do the Father's will and had committed Himself completely to the Father (John 5:30). Christ purposely took a place of subjection on earth when He took upon Himself our humanity. Little man -- and all of us are pretty little -- becomes proud and tries to lift himself up. We have men in high positions today -- politicians, statesmen, men of science, educators, and ministers, who almost take the place of God. But actually we are pretty small potatoes here on this earth. We don't amount to much. We were created lower than the angels (Heb. 2:6-7). I have to take that position, but Christ did not have to take it. He willingly became man. I am glad that I am a man, but I also need to recognize what man really is. I rejoice in what God is going to do for me, and with me, and to all those who believe in Him. 

 

The psalmist says, "Preserve me, O God: for in thee do I put my trust.'' What a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ! It was a picture of David, and I trust it is also a picture of you and me. 

 

O my soul, thou hast said unto the LORD, Thou art my Lord: my goodness extendeth not to thee [Ps. 16:2]. 

 

Have you ever ridden along in your car, walked in the mountains or by the seashore, looked up and said, "You are my Creator, my Redeemer, and my Lord''? Have you ever told Him that? I have a little grandson, and you cannot imagine what it means to an old man to have his grandson crawl up in his lap, put his little arms around him, and say, "You are my grandpa.'' It is quite wonderful. And we have a heavenly Father who made us in His image, and I am of the opinion He likes us to come to Him and tell Him, "You are my Lord.'' Have you told Him that lately? Don't be like the proud people spoken of in Matthew 7:22-23: "Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity.'' These people called Him "Lord'' and did not even know Him. When I call Him "Lord,'' I want to mean it. 

 

But to the saints that are in the earth, and to the excellent, in whom is all my delight [Ps. 16:3]. 

 

You see, He is the Lord to His saints on the earth -- this privilege does not extend to everybody, as the next verse indicates. 

 

Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another god: their drink offerings of blood will I not offer, nor take up their names into my lips [Ps. 16:4]. 

 

"Their sorrows shall be multiplied that hasten after another . . .'' (you will notice that "god'' is in italics in most Bibles because the word was supplied by the translators). It means that they "hasten after another'' whom they think is God. 

 

What a picture this is. The pagan had what he called his gods; in David's day they were Dagon and Baal. I am amused at folk who say they have no creed. A man said to me, "I don't believe in having a creed.'' I replied, "Yes, you do. Your creed is that you don't believe in having any creed.'' You cannot help but have a creed. 

 

There used to be a church in downtown Los Angeles that had one whole side exposed to the street. On it there was a sign which said, "No creed, but Christ.'' Well, that was their creed and a good one, although it was oversimplification, and they weren't quite telling the truth to make a statement like that. 

 

The LORD is the portion of mine inheritance and of my cup: thou maintainest my lot. 

 

The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, I have a goodly heritage [Ps. 16:5-6]. 

 

How wonderful -- "the LORD is the portion of mine inheritance.'' The Lord came to earth and took His place, walking in a world of sin and sorrow. He was a perfect stranger down here. He rejoiced in Jehovah. There was peace and joy in His life. 

 

He said, "My portion and my cup.'' What is the difference between a "portion'' and a "cup''? My portion is what belongs to me -- whether or not I enjoy it -- it's mine. My cup is what I actually appropriate and make my own. For example, what is put on my grandson's plate at the dinner table is his portion. But frankly, he scatters it around and does not eat all of it; he only appropriates so much. He has a "portion'' given to him, but his "cup'' is what he actually consumes. 

 

Many people in the world who have been blessed by God with all spiritual blessings do not enjoy them. Their cups do not run over. They don't have much in their cups. God wants us to enjoy life. Jesus said, ". . . I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly'' (John 10:10). He also said, "These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full'' (John 15:11). Some of us have a little fun sometimes but not all the time. We need to be full of life and joy all of the time. 

 

I will bless the LORD, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in the night seasons [Ps. 16:7]. 

 

What do you think about at night when you cannot sleep? The psalmist thought about the Lord. 

 

Now we come to the verses that are quoted in the New Testament. 

 

I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved. 

 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope. 

 

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell: neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption [Ps. 16:8-10]. 

 

This is the psalm of the resurrection of Jesus Christ. This was the heart of Peter's message on the day of Pentecost. "For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand, that I should not be moved: Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell [sheol was the Hebrew word, meaning "the unseen world''], neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. Thou hast made known to me the ways of life; thou shalt make me full of joy with thy countenance. Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is with us unto this day [from where Peter was preaching in the temple area, they could see the tomb of David, and Peter undoubtedly pointed to it]. Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on his throne; He seeing this before spake of the resurrection of Christ, that his soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption'' (Acts 2:25-31). Peter said clearly that Psalm 16:8-10 spoke of the resurrection of Christ. There are several liberal expositors -- Perowne is one of them -- who say that Psalm 16 has no reference to the resurrection of Christ. When a liberal makes that statement, I have to consider what Simon Peter said. When Peter preached on the day of Pentecost, several thousand people turned to Christ and were saved, which brought about a revolution in the Roman Empire. With this in mind I feel like saying to the liberals, "How many are coming to the Lord through your ministry?'' That is the real test. Simon Peter said that Psalm 16 refers to the resurrection of Jesus Christ, and I am taking his word for it. 

 

Peter also said more on the day of Pentecost: "This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear. For David is not ascended into the heavens: but he saith himself, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, Until I make thy foes thy footstool. Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ'' (Acts 2:32-36). Obviously Psalm 16 refers to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Paul also quoted from this psalm. In Acts 13:35-37 he says, "Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see corruption. For David, after he had served his own generation by the will of God, fell on sleep, and was laid unto his fathers, and saw corruption: But he, whom God raised again, saw no corruption.'' You see, Paul also said it was the psalm of Jesus' resurrection. 

 

What we have in this psalm is quite remarkable. In verse 8 we have the life of Christ. "I have set the LORD always before me: because he is at my right hand, I shall not be moved.'' That, my friend, was the pathway He followed down here, and it is the pathway I want to follow. 

 

Then in verse 9 we have the death of Christ: "Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth: my flesh also shall rest in hope.'' He died there upon the cross, knowing that God would raise Him from the dead. 

 

Then we have the resurrection of Christ in verse 10: "For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell [that is, the grave]; neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corruption.'' 

 

Then we have the ascension of Christ in verse 11: 

 

Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore [Ps. 16:11]. 

 

As you can see, this is a wonderful resurrection psalm, and it is so used in the New Testament. The resurrection of Christ is definitely prophesied in this great messianic psalm. 

Psalm 17

THEME: A prayer of David when in great danger 

 

Psalm 17 is entitled, "A Prayer of David.'' The question is, When was it written? It seems to be a prayer that came out of his wilderness experience. It probably concerns the time when Saul and his men were almost upon him and came close to taking him. This psalm reveals David's trust in God, but in the final analysis it speaks primarily of the Lord Jesus Christ. This psalm can also be a prayer for us today when we find ourselves in similar situations of trial, anxiety, or danger. As we study this psalm, keep in mind that we are in a new series that speaks of Christ in prophecy. After all, this is a HIM book; it is all about Him. 

 

Hear the right, O LORD, attend unto my cry, give ear unto my prayer, that goeth not out of feigned lips [Ps. 17:1]. 

 

This is a prayer of David -- probably when he is being pursued by Saul -- and his life is in danger. This prayer comes from his heart, and he says what he is really thinking. There will be no "put-on'' in it; he is not going to speak with "feigned lips.'' In other words, there will be no insincerity in what he is saying. 

 

Let my sentence come forth from thy presence; let thine eyes behold the things that are equal [Ps. 17:2]. 

 

He is willing for the Lord to balance things off. "Let thine eyes behold the things that are equal.'' I don't know about you, but I am not asking for justice from God; I am asking for mercy. What most of us need from Him is mercy. 

 

Thou hast proved mine heart; thou hast visited me in the night; thou hast tried me, and shalt find nothing; I am purposed that my mouth shall not transgress [Ps. 17:3]. 

 

It is interesting to note that when God tested David, He did find something and, when He tested me, He also found something. I have a notion that when He tested you, He found something also. These words must first of all be applied to Christ. 

 

When the psalmist speaks in verse 1 of the prayer that did not go out of "feigned lips,'' it is a perfect picture of our perfect Lord. Peter says of the Lord, "Who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth'' (1Pet. 2:22). Peter goes on to say about Him, "Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously'' (1Pet. 2:23). 

 

Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer [Ps. 17:4]. 

 

The "destroyer'' is none other than Satan. Because of his presence in the world, every child of God should be alert. David was in enemy territory, and he was aware of that when he was hiding from Saul. And we are in enemy territory -- the earth is Satan's bailiwick. To the church in Pergamos the Lord said, "I know thy works, and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat [Satan's throne] is . . .'' (Rev. 2:13). I don't know where you live today, but some of us think that Satan's throne is very close to Los Angeles. 

 

Our Lord didn't fall into Satan's trap as we often do. 

 

Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my footsteps slip not. 

 

I have called upon thee, for thou wilt hear me, O God: incline thine ear unto me, and hear my speech [Ps. 17:5-6]. 

 

Delitzsch translates verse 6 like this: "As such an one I call upon thee, and thou hearest me.'' David knew he was heard. The Lord Jesus Christ identified Himself with His own. When He prayed, God heard Him. We can be sure, my friend, that He hears and answers our prayers when we are in trouble. 

 

Shew thy marvellous loving-kindness, O thou that savest by thy right hand them which put their trust in thee from those that rise up against them. 

 

Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of thy wings [Ps. 17:7-8]. 

 

Years before God had used a similar expression when He said to Israel, "Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself'' (Exod. 19:4). This is a picture of where we are placed -- in the shadow of His wings. Years later the Lord Jesus said of Jerusalem: "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!'' (Matt. 23:37). Notice it is "under her wings'' -- this is also the picture David is giving us. 

 

From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies, who compass me about. 

 

They are enclosed in their own fat: with their mouth they speak proudly. 

 

They have now compassed us in our steps: they have set their eyes bowing down to the earth; 

 

Like as a lion that is greedy of his prey, and as it were a young lion lurking in secret places [Ps. 17:9-12]. 

 

David is crying out to God. He knew that God had heard his prayer. 

 

Arise, O LORD, disappoint him, cast him down: deliver my soul from the wicked, which is thy sword: 

 

From men which are thy hand, O LORD, from men of the world, which have their portion in this life, and whose belly thou fillest with thy hid treasure: they are full of children, and leave the rest of their substance to their babes. 

 

As for me, I will behold thy face in righteousness: I shall be satisfied, when I awake, with thy likeness [Ps. 17:13-15]. 

 

Here is David, hiding in a cave, and he calls out to God to deliver him. David knows that God is going to deliver him and that one day he will be in His presence. At the moment, however, the enemy seems to be so strong and powerful. 

 

You and I as God's children look out on a world that is against us. We are like the little boy playing in a vacant lot who saw a big old weed growing there and decided to pull it out of the ground. As he was pulling, a man happened by, stopped, and watched him. The little fellow would pull on one side and grunt, then get on the other side and pull. Finally, with one great supreme effort the little fellow pulled, the roots of the weed gave way, and he fell back with a bump. For a few moments he sat there shocked. The man who had been watching him said, "Son, that was a mighty big pull.'' The boy replied, "It sure was 'cause the whole world was pulling against me.'' My friend, that is the position of the child of God today, but we have a resource and a recourse by coming to our Heavenly Father. This is what our Lord did when He was on earth, and so did David when he was in real danger. 

 

What a psalm to help those who are in trouble today -- especially when we find we have enemies who are against us. Most of us who stand for God have enemies -- we have enemies just like a dog has fleas! They seem to be a part of the Christian's life. 

Psalm 18

THEME: David's praise when God delivered him from the hand of Saul 

 

This is another wonderful psalm written by David. Many of the liberal expositors have found nothing in this psalm but David's experience, and they have said some wonderful things about it. I would like to quote from Perowne as an example: 

 

In this magnificent hymn the royal poet sketches in a few grand outlines the tale of his life -- the record of his marvelous deliverances and of the victories which Jehovah had given him -- the record, too, of his own heart, the truth of his affection towards God, and the integrity of purpose by which it had ever been influenced. Throughout that singularly chequered life, hunted as he had been by Saul before he came to the throne, and harassed perpetually after he became king by rivals, who disputed his authority, and endeavored to steal away the hearts of his people -- compelled to flee for his life before his own son, and engaged afterward in long and fierce wars with foreign nations -- one thing had never forsaken him, the love and the presence of Jehovah. By His help he had subdued every enemy, and now, in his old age, looking backward with devout thankfulness on the past, he sings this great song of praise to the God of his life (The Book of Psalms, p. 192). 

 

Everything this expositor has said is true; he has given the local, contemporary interpretation of this psalm. This psalm is a duplication of 2Samuel 22; and, when we studied that book, I touched upon it lightly but will deal with the contents a little more closely here. 

 

There is a deeper meaning to this psalm than the expositor gave us. Some of the utterances that are called poetic figures are more than figures of speech. These utterances speak of the Son of God, the Anointed One of God, Christ our Savior in His sufferings. Someone has labeled this psalm "All the way from the jaws of death to Jehovah's throne.'' 

 

We are living today in a world where a lot is said about love, and many think the subject of love is foreign to the Old Testament. Notice how this psalm opens: 

 

I will love thee, O LORD, my strength [Ps. 18:1]. 

 

When was the last time you told the Lord you loved Him? To tell Him you love Him is one of the most wonderful things you can do. Praise toward God begins because He loves us and has provided a salvation for us. He preserves us and by His providence watches over us. 

 

Notice that the Lord is called "my strength.'' 

 

The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower [Ps. 18:2]. 

 

He calls the Lord his strength, his rock, his fortress, and his deliverer -- in all of this He is his Savior, you see. Then he says again that He is his strength, He is his shield, his horn, and his high tower. He is my shield -- He protects me. He is my horn, my power. By laying hold of the horns of the altar a person would be safe from his attackers. That is how we need to hold on to our God today. The Lord, our Savior, is our horn. He is our high tower. A high tower is also a good place for protection and a good place to get a vision and a perspective of life. Many of us need to go to the high tower. This verse contains excellent names for our God. 

 

The word that interests me a great deal is the personal pronoun my. David says, "The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer.'' It is one thing to talk about the attributes of God and say He is omnipotent, but the important thing is to say He is my strength. It is one thing to say He is a shepherd. David could have said, "The Lord is a shepherd,'' and He is, but it is altogether different to say, "He is my shepherd.'' 

 

I think I can illustrate what I am talking about. One day I went out to the airport to pick up my wife and grandson. She brought him back on a plane so that he would not have to travel from the East coast in a car. There were lots of little boys and girls at the airport. They were all precious children, and as I looked at them I smiled. Then all of a sudden here comes one that is different. Do you know what makes him different? He is my grandson. There were lots of grandparents there, and, oh, how sentimental we grandparents can become! Their grandchildren were just as special to them as mine was to me -- all because of the little possessive pronoun my. 

 

Can you say, "The Lord is my shepherd; He is my high tower; He is my horn; He is my shield; He is my strength; He is my deliverer; He is my rock; He is my fortress''? 

 

I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised: so shall I be saved from mine enemies [Ps. 18:3]. 

 

Worship comes from the old Anglo-Saxon word worth. Worship is that which is extended to the one who is worthy. David sang, "I will call upon the LORD'' -- why? Because He "is worthy to be praised.'' 

 

The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly men made me afraid [Ps. 18:4]. 

 

Once again the psalm reaches out and touches the Lord Jesus Christ. Bishop Horne saw something else in this psalm. Let me quote from him: 

 

Let us suppose King Messiah, like His progenitor of old, is seated upon the throne. From thence let us imagine Him taking a retrospective view of the sufferings He had undergone, the battles He had fought and the victories He had gained. With this before our minds, we shall be able in some measure, to conceive the force of the words "With all the yearnings of affection I will love Thee, O Jehovah, My strength, through My union with whom I have finished My work, and am now exalted to praise Thee in those who are redeemed.'' Whenever we sing this Psalm, let us think we are singing it in conjunction with our Saviour, risen from the dead; a consideration, which surely will incite us to do it with becoming gratitude and devotion. (Quoted in A. C. Gaebelein, The Book of Psalms, p. 82). 

 

What a picture! Friend, this happens to be a psalm we can join Him in singing. 

 

Listen to him now, as he recounts his experiences -- and I think this presents the life of David in a limited way, but more especially the life of the Lord Jesus who said, "The sorrows of death compassed me, the floods of ungodly men made me afraid.'' 

 

The sorrows of hell [Sheol, the grave] compassed me about: the snares of death prevented (were round about) me. 

 

In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears [Ps. 18:5-6]. 

 

Notice again "my God.'' And what happened? God responded. And what happened when the Lord Jesus was brought back from the grave? The next few verses tell us. (In the following section the first person possessive pronoun changes to the third person, and it refers to the Lord.) 

 

Then the earth shook and trembled; the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth [Ps. 18:7]. 

 

He was angry with sinful men for what they had done to His Son. The Gospels tell us that when the stone was rolled away from the sepulchre there was an earthquake. What else took place in the heavens which corresponds to the following verses we do not know. 

 

There went up a smoke out of his nostrils, and fire out of his mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it. 

 

He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was under his feet. 

 

And he rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, he did fly upon the wings of the wind. 

 

He made darkness his secret place: his pavilion round about him were dark waters and thick clouds of the skies [Ps. 18:8-11]. 

 

There was darkness on the day that the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified. Who did all of this? 

 

The LORD also thundered in the heavens, and the Highest gave his voice; hail stones and coals of fire [Ps. 18:13]. 

 

This psalm began using the pronoun my. Then it changed at verse 7 and talked about what God has done. Now in this next verse it is "He and me.'' That may be bad grammar, but that is the way it is here -- He and me! 

 

He sent from above, he took me, he drew me out of many waters. 

 

He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them which hated me: for they were too strong for me [Ps. 18:16-17]. 

 

"He delivered me from my strong enemy.'' Oh, how you and I need a personal, vital relationship with God! Let's come to grips with Him. He has delivered us from the enemy. Do you need help today? Do you need a partner today? I want to recommend One to you. He will never desert you. He will never leave you alone. He will never forsake you. He says, ". . . lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world'' (Matt. 28:20). That is the reason that I depend on Him more than I depend on anyone. That is also the reason you should depend on Him instead of depending on any human being. Psalm 118:8 says, "It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man.'' 

 

He delivereth me from mine enemies: yea, thou liftest me up above those that rise up against me: thou hast delivered me from the violent man [Ps. 18:48]. 

 

"The violent man'' I think is Satan. 

 

Therefore will I give thanks unto thee, O LORD, among the heathen, and sing praises unto thy name. 

 

Great deliverance giveth he to his king; and sheweth mercy to his anointed, to David, and to his seed for evermore [Ps. 18:49-50]. 

 

God extends His mercy to us today. This marvelous psalm closes on a note of praise to God. Oh, that there might be praise in your mouth and mine, in your life and mine, in your heart and mine, toward our God! Praise to God. "O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the LORD say so'' (Ps. 107:1-2). If the redeemed do not say the Lord is good, nobody else in the world will. The redeemed ought to say so. We need some "say-so'' Christians. 

Psalm 19

THEME: The revelation of God in His creation, in His commandments, and in Christ 

 

This can be called a great psalm of creation. It has been divided by many scholars into two parts: creation and the revelation of Jehovah in the Law, that is, in His Word. I have attempted to divide the psalm into three parts: creation of the cosmos, the commandments, and Christ -- I feel that He has a special place here in the subject of redemption, salvation, and the grace of God. We will find God revealed in His creation, in His commandments, and in His grace in Christ. This is all that God saw fit to give to man, and I do not think He has exhausted all the things He could tell us about Himself. 

 

This is another psalm of David, and it is so called in the inspired text. Also there is a division right in the text: the first part (vv. 1-6) uses El for the name of God, meaning the "Mighty One.'' He is the Mighty One in creation -- "In the beginning Elohim [Elohim is the plural of El] created the heavens and the earth'' (see Gen. 1:1). Elohim is His name as the Creator. The second division begins at verse 7, "The law of the LORD is perfect'' -- and His name is Jehovah. It is so used seven times in this section, and the last time two other names are added, Jehovah, Tzuri, Goeli, meaning "Jehovah, my Rock, my Redeemer.'' Common sense scholarship does not try to explain the difference in names by contending that it was written by two different authors. If the same common sense had been used in the study of the Pentateuch, some scholars would not have come up with the "Jehovist and Elohist'' writers of the Pentateuch theory. The same writer wrote it, using the two names for God. The Psalms flood light on many sections of the Bible. I trust they bless your heart and life. 

GOD IN CREATION (19:1-6)

This is a morning psalm. It speaks of creation in the first six verses. Psalm 8 was a creation psalm, and in it we saw the moon and the stars. It was a night psalm. Psalm 19 is called a day psalm because it is the sun that is brought before us. 

 

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork. 

 

Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 

 

There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. 

 

Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun. 

 

Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race. 

 

His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof [Ps. 19:1-6]. 

 

Now I want to share with you the translation made by Dr. Arno C. Gaebelein, who was one of my teachers, and in whom I have great confidence. He was well acquainted with the great Hebrew and German scholars who made a thorough study of the Book of Psalms: "The heavens declare the glory of God and the expanse maketh known the work of His hands. Day unto day poureth forth speech, and night unto night showeth knowledge -- there is no speech and there are no words, Yet their voice is heard. Their line is gone out through all the earth, and to the end of the earth their words; in them hath He set a tent for the sun. And he is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, He rejoiceth as a strong man to run the course. His going forth is from the end of the heavens, and his circuit unto the ends of them, and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 89). 

 

This is a marvelous psalm. "The heavens declare the glory of God.'' Paul says it this way in Romans 1:20, "For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse.'' The heavens tell out the wisdom of God, they tell out the power of God, and they tell out, I think, something of the plan and purpose of God. From the beginning creation has been the primitive witness of God to man, His creature. 

 

In all the creeds of the church, including the Apostles' Creed, creation is ascribed exclusively to God the Father. But when you come to the New Testament, where there is an amplification even of the act of creation, you find that it is not exactly accurate to say that God the Father is the Maker of heaven and earth. The Trinity was involved in the creation of the earth. In fact, the word Elohim is a plural word in the Hebrew, and it speaks of the Trinity. The New Testament tells us that the Lord Jesus was the agent of creation, and the Holy Spirit came in and refurbished and revamped it: ". . . the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters'' (Gen. 1:2). The apostle John tells of another beginning: "In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. . . . All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made'' (John 1:1-3). This is the Lord Jesus Christ. Colossians 1:16, speaking about the Lord Jesus, says, "For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him.'' The Lord Jesus was the agent in creation. The first chapter of Ephesians tells us that all the members of the Trinity were involved in our redemption: God the Father planned it, the Son paid for it, and the Holy Spirit protects it. This applies to God's creation as well: God the Father planned this universe; the Son carried out the plan, and He is the One who redeemed it; and the Holy Spirit today is moving and brooding over this creation. 

 

It is interesting to note that the sun is prominent and likened to a bridegroom coming out of his chamber. When I was in Jerusalem, every morning I could see the sun come up over the side of the Mount of Olives. What a thrill it was to see the light breaking on Jerusalem -- the walls of the city, the high places first. It touched David's tomb on Mount Zion, then touched the tops of the buildings, and then moved to the temple area. It was thrilling, and it was a picture of another bridegroom, the Lord Jesus Christ, the Sun of Righteousness. Some day He is coming in glory to this earth, but before He comes, He is going to take His church out of the world. He is the Bright and Morning Star. The Bright and Morning Star always appears before the sun rises. What a picture we have here in creation! There is nothing quite like it. This wonderful, wonderful psalm pictures creation. 

GOD IN HIS COMMANDMENTS (19:7-11)

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple. 

 

The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 

 

The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring for ever: the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 

 

More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

 

Moreover by them is thy servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward [Ps. 19:7-11]. 

 

Again let me give you Dr. Gaebelein's translation: "The Law of Jehovah is perfect, restoring the soul; the testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise the simple. The precepts of Jehovah are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of Jehovah is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of Jehovah is clean, enduring for ever; the judgments of Jehovah are truth, they are altogether righteous. More to be desired than gold, than much fine gold, and sweeter than honey, and honey-comb. By them thy servant is warned, in keeping them the reward is great'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 91). 

 

Now notice what he says about the commandments: 

 

1. They are perfect. The Law cannot save us because it is perfect and we are not. We cannot measure up to it, but there is nothing wrong with the Law. Paul, who set forth the grace of God, says this about the Law, "Wherefore the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good. Was then that which is good made death unto me? God forbid. But sin, that it might appear sin, working death in me by that which is good; that sin by the commandment might become exceeding sinful. For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin'' (Rom. 7:12-14). There is nothing wrong with the Law, but it is an administration of death to us because there is something radically wrong with us. The Law was given to show us that we are sinners before God. The Law is perfect. 

 

2. "The testimony of the LORD is sure.'' Don't bank on God changing to the "new'' morality. God is not reading some of the new views of psychology, and He is not listening to the decisions that some judges are handing down. God is going to punish sin -- He says that is what He is going to do. The testimony of the Lord is sure. Judgment is coming. The commandments reveal that. 

 

3. "The statutes of the LORD are right.'' Someone says, "There are certain commandments I don't like.'' Well, maybe you don't like them, but God does. They are right. What makes them right? In a college sociology class years ago, I had a professor who was always saying, "Who is going to determine what is right? How do you know what is right?'' I didn't know the answer then, but now I know that God determines what is right. This is His universe; He made it, and He made the rules. Maybe you do not like the law of gravitation, but I advise you not to fool with it. That is, if you go to the top of a ten-story building, don't step off, because God will not suspend the law of gravitation for you. It operates for everyone, doesn't it? 

 

4. "The commandment of the LORD is pure.'' I tell you, it is pure. It will do something for you -- ennoble you and lift you up. 

 

5. "The fear of the LORD is clean.'' We are told that this word fear means "reverential trust.'' I believe it means more than that. It means fear. We do well to fear God, my friend. I loved my Dad, but I sure was afraid of him. He kept me in line, and I think, in the final analysis, that is what kept me out of jail. I knew that when I did wrong there would be trouble. The fear of the Lord is clean; the fear of the Lord will clean you up. Fear of my Dad made me a better boy, but I still loved him. 

 

6. "The judgments of the LORD are true.'' Do you want to know what truth is? Pilate wanted to know. He asked our Lord, ". . . What is truth? . . .'' (John 18:38), and Truth was standing right in front of him in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

7. "The judgments of the LORD are . . . righteous.'' They are right. Whatever God does is right. This is a tremendous section. We ought to learn to love all of the Word of God -- all of it. Several people have written to me because they think I am opposed to the Ten Commandments. Why, the Ten Commandments are wonderful; I am not opposed to them. I am opposed to Vernon McGee -- he can't keep them. If you can keep them, then you can ask God to move over; and you can sit beside Him because you have made it on your own. But God says you cannot keep them, and I agree with Him. He told me I would not make it on my own, and I agree with Him. I have to come as a sinner to God. 

THE GRACE OF GOD IN CHRIST (19:12-14)

This brings us to the grace of God in Christ. 

 

Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults. 

 

Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression. 

 

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer [Ps. 19:12-14]. 

 

"Who can understand his errors?'' Who can? I use subterfuge a great deal. My wife says I rationalize. In fact, I am pretty good at that. I can give excuses, but God won't accept them. God says that you cannot understand your errors. Just take His word for it that you are a sinner. 

 

"Cleanse thou me from secret faults.'' Secret faults are the problem with a great many folk today. They are secret from themselves -- they think they are not sinners. 

 

"Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins . . . and I shall be innocent from the great transgression.'' Do you know what "the great transgression'' is? It is the rejection of Jesus Christ, the One who is set before us in this psalm. 

 

Now listen to the psalmist. This is a verse that you hear many times in a believer's prayer. "Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.'' Who was David's strength? Christ! Who was his redeemer? Christ. He is also my strength and my redeemer. He becomes that through the grace of God. What a wonderful psalm this is! 

Psalm 20

THEME: Plea of Israel for the success of the Messiah 

 

This psalm is not classed as one of the messianic psalms, but I have labeled it such because it is a prophecy of the Messiah and His work of redemption. I think it is closely linked with the two psalms that follow it. In Israel these psalms were sung together in a liturgical way. Some scholars think they were chanted by the leaders of worship, the Levites, and by the assembled worshipers who responded antiphonally. 

 

Bishop Horne said, concerning this prayer psalm: "The Church prayeth for the prosperity of the King Messiah, going forth to battle, as her champion and deliverer; for His acceptance by the Father, and for the accomplishment of His will'' (quoted in A. C. Gaebelein, The Book of Psalms, pp. 93-94). Bishop Horne would have hit the nail right on the head if he had said "the remnant of Israel'' instead of "church.'' This psalm really deals with Israel. 

 

This is another psalm that tells out the grace of God. 

 

The LORD hear thee in the day of trouble; the name of the God of Jacob defend thee [Ps. 20:1]. 

 

"The day of trouble'' is when we want Him to hear us, isn't it? 

 

This is a psalm of David. How did old Jacob get in here? By the grace of God. God never was ashamed to be called the God of Jacob. I would have been ashamed of Jacob because of some of the things he did. Maybe you have been ashamed of him, too, but God was not. God saved Jacob by His grace. 

 

Send thee help from the sanctuary, and strengthen thee out of Zion [Ps. 20:2]. 

 

What sanctuary is this verse talking about? The church? No! The sanctuary in Jerusalem. Where is Zion? Maybe you are thinking of Zion, Illinois, or Zion, Utah; but David is not talking about those places -- nor any church. Zion is in Israel, of course. Nothing could be clearer. 

 

Remember all thy offerings, and accept thy burnt sacrifice; Selah [Ps. 20:3]. 

 

Dr. Gaebelein translates it like this: "He shall remember all Thine offerings, and accept Thy burnt offerings. Selah.'' Notice that he is not referring to our offerings, but to Christ's offering. He offered up in the days of His flesh, not only prayers and tears (Heb. 5), but finally His own body. 

 

"Selah'' -- here is something for you to meditate on, to think about, in these days when there is so much trouble. 

 

Grant thee according to thine own heart, and fulfil all thy counsel. 

 

We will rejoice in thy salvation, and in the name of our God we will set up our banners: the LORD fulfil all thy petitions. 

 

Now know I that the LORD saveth his anointed; he will hear him from his holy heaven with the saving strength of his right hand [Ps. 20:4-6]. 

 

The Father is going to hear the prayers of the Lord Jesus. Remember that He said, ". . . Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always . . .'' (John 11:41-42). Christ is probably the only One whom the Father always hears and always answers. 

 

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember the name of the LORD our God. 

 

They are brought down and fallen: but we are risen, and stand upright. 

 

Save, LORD: let the king hear us when we call [Ps. 20:7-9]. 

 

The "king'' is for Israel. For us today He is Savior, and we pray in the name of Jesus. 

 

"Save, LORD'' is Hosanna in the Hebrew. This is a great Hosanna psalm. May God make it real to our hearts. 

Psalm 21

THEME: The ascension of Christ 

 

This is another psalm which I consider messianic, although it is not on the list of messianic psalms that I gave in the introduction, nor is it quoted verbatim in the New Testament as referring to Christ. However, I don't think you can read it without coming to the judgment that it has reference to Him. In fact, Israel from the beginning said this psalm spoke of the Messiah. The Targum, which is the Chaldean paraphrase of the Old Testament, and the Talmud teach that the king mentioned in this psalm is the Messiah. The great Talmud scholar, Rabbi Solomon Isaaci, known as Rashi, born in B.C. 1040, endorsed this interpretation but suggested that it should be given up because of Christians making use of this psalm as an evidence that Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah. I feel that this is a very good testimony to the fact that this psalm does refer to the Lord Jesus. 

 

It is interesting to note that this psalm is used by the liturgical churches that observe certain days such as Ascension Day. They use this psalm as commemorating the Ascension, that is, the return of the Lord Jesus to glory and His presence there as our Great High Priest. I don't know why those of us who are fundamental in the faith have paid so little attention to the ascension of Christ. We observe Christmas and Easter and the Day of Pentecost, but we forget the ascension of Christ. To me that is a great day. Well, this psalm gives us the opportunity to give some thought to our Lord's ascension. We will see Him as king in heaven, and we will see the judgment that is to come upon those who have rejected Him. 

 

This is another psalm of David, according to the inspired text, and includes Christ's coming reign as king on the earth. This psalm was undoubtedly used in temple worship. Dr. J. J. Stewart Perowne has made this comment: "Each Jewish Monarch was but a feeble type of Israel's true King: and all the hopes and aspirations of pious hearts, however, they might have for their immediate object the then reigning Monarch, whether David himself or one of his sons, still looked beyond these to Him, who should be David's Lord as well as his son'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 207). That is quite a testimony coming from a man who was liberal in his theology. 

 

Now notice how this psalm opens. 

 

The king shall joy in thy strength, O LORD; and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice! [Ps. 21:1]. 

 

Although David is speaking of his personal experience, the primary interpretation refers to the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

"The king shall joy in thy strength.'' In Hebrews 12:2 it was said of the Lord, ". . . who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,'' -- and He ascended into heaven -- "and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.'' This verse speaks of the joy of our Lord in having wrought our salvation for us. He rejoices in the power and strength that have been bestowed upon Him. He has gone to heaven, and the angels and principalities have been made subject to Him. Today He is able to save to the uttermost those who come to God through Him (Heb. 7:25). This is a wonderful psalm. 

 

Thou hast given him his heart's desire, and hast not withholden the request of his lips. Selah [Ps. 21:2]. 

 

When the Lord made His final report to His Father in His High Priestly prayer in John 17, He said, ". . . Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee'' (John 17:1). This prayer, and all of the Lord's other requests, have been and will be answered, as we see in this prayer. This is the prayer of ascension. He is at God's right hand. "Thou hast given him his heart's desire.'' When He was here on earth, the Lord could say, "Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given me, be with me where I am; that they may behold my glory, which thou hast given me: for thou lovedst me before the foundation of the world'' (John 17:24). This prayer will be answered in the future when we are with Him. He came to earth to make this possible. The Father has not withheld the request of His Son's lips. "Selah'' -- this is something we ought to meditate about. 

 

He asked life of thee, and thou gavest it him, even length of days for ever and ever. 

 

His glory is great in thy salvation: honour and majesty hast thou laid upon him. 

 

For thou hast made him most blessed for ever: thou hast made him exceeding glad with thy countenance [Ps. 21:4-6]. 

 

Now notice Dr. Gaebelein's translation of these verses: "He asked life of Thee, Thou gavest it Him: length of days for ever and ever. His glory is great in Thy salvation; Honour and majesty hast Thou laid upon Him. For Thou hast made Him most blessed for ever: Thou dost delight Him with joy in Thy presence'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 98). 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ came to give His life a ransom for many down here. On earth you find Him in humiliation, and you find Him pleading again and again in prayer. He agonized in the Garden of Gethsemane. Psalm 102:23-24 says of the Lord: "He weakened my strength in the way; he shortened my days. I said, O my God, take me not away in the midst of my days: thy years are throughout all generations.'' He asked for life. He died in the very prime of life. He was thirty-three years old. He prayed, ". . . Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done'' (Luke 22:42). In Hebrews 5:7 we are told: "Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared.'' How was He heard? He died! But God raised Him from the dead. Now He lives in His glorified human body for ever and ever. He is now at God's right hand. "His glory is great in Thy salvation.'' Oh, the glory that should accrue to Him because He saved you, and He saved me! 

 

For the king trusteth in the LORD, and through the mercy of the most High he shall not be moved. 

 

Thine hand shall find out all thine enemies: thy right hand shall find out those that hate thee. 

 

Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them [Ps. 21:7-9]. 

 

Dr. Gaebelein translates it: "Thine hand shall find out all Thine enemies; Thy right hand shall find out those that hate Thee. Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of Thy coming'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 99). Not only is He a God of salvation but, because of His death upon the cross for sinners, He is also a God of judgment. Those who have rejected Him are His enemies. You don't believe in hell? The Bible teaches it. If you don't believe there is a hell, you are in disagreement with the Bible. 

 

A man once came to me and said, "I don't believe in hell.'' I replied, "Do you know that you are in disagreement with the Bible?'' He said, "I don't care. I don't believe there is a hell.'' Well, I told him, "You will someday. The day will come when you will find that it is true.'' Hell is not a pleasant subject. Who said that it was? God does not take any delight in the lost. God's judgment is called His strange work. His wonderful work is salvation. He wants to save. If you won't come to Him His way, or if you don't want His salvation, then there is nothing but judgment that remains. 

 

"Thou shalt make them as a fiery oven in the time of thine anger: the LORD shall swallow them up in his wrath, and the fire shall devour them.'' This verse is clear. Fire is fire, and judgment is judgment. 

 

Their fruit shalt thou destroy from the earth, and their seed from among the children of men. 

 

For they intended evil against thee: they imagined a mischievous device, which they are not able to perform. 

 

Therefore shalt thou make them turn their back, when thou shalt make ready thine arrows upon thy strings against the face of them. 

 

Be thou exalted, LORD, in thine own strength: so will we sing and praise thy power [Ps. 21:10-13]. 

 

In this marvelous psalm we see Christ's cross and suffering. He endured the cross ". . . for the joy that was set before him'' (Heb. 12:2). His prayers have been answered. Now the King is in heaven. We see Him there crowned with glory and honor. He is there on behalf of His people. He is there in unspeakable joy and waiting for His manifestation and kingly glory. 

 

I would like to give you another picture of the Lord Jesus Christ today. The first time He came to earth He was a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. Somebody says, "Every picture I have ever seen of Him is a solemn, serious looking Christ.'' I don't care for the pictures that have been painted of Christ, and I know He doesn't look like that today. He is sitting at God's right hand, and His heart is filled with joy. He wants to communicate that joy to you and me. Oh, that we might get a glimpse of Him today! When the Lord was on earth, His enemies conspired against Him, but He trusted in Jehovah. In John's vision in Revelation 12 the dragon, representing Satan, wanted to devour the manchild, representing Christ. (The woman is Israel.) Before the dragon could devour the manchild, He was caught up to God and to His throne. That is where He is right now. 

 

Also this psalm gives us a picture of judgment, which is amplified greatly in the Book of Revelation. That is a serious picture that is given to us there. Paul the apostle mentions it also in 2Thessalonians 1:7-8: "And to you who are troubled, rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.'' This is a picture of the Lord's coming in judgment upon His enemies. 2Thessalonians 1:9-10 goes on to say, "Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our testimony among you was believed) in that day.'' 

 

This is a glorious psalm of the Ascension of Christ. What is your relationship to Him today? If He is not your Savior, if you have not trusted the One who came down here to die, then judgment is coming upon you someday. But today He is filled with joy up yonder at God's right hand, because He has wrought out your salvation and mine. This wonderful ascension psalm makes very clear the glorious grace of God in Christ Jesus. 

Psalm 22

THEME: The crucifixion of Christ 

 

There are several Scriptures with which I never feel adequate to deal. This is one of them. When we come to Psalm 22 I feel that we are standing on holy ground, and we should take off our spiritual shoes. This psalm is called the Psalm of the Cross. It is so named because it describes more accurately and minutely the crucifixion of Christ than does any other portion of the Word of God. It corresponds, of course, to the twenty-second chapter of Genesis and the fifty-third chapter of Isaiah. 

 

We have many messianic psalms which are pictures of Christ. The first psalm, for instance, is a portrait of Christ in His character -- who He is, His life, His practice. But in Psalm 22 we have an X-ray which penetrates into His thoughts and into His inner life. In this psalm we see the anguish of His passion; His soul is laid bare. In the Gospels is recorded the historical fact of His death, and some of the events which attended His crucifixion; but only in Psalm 22 are His thoughts revealed. It has been the belief of many scholars that actually the Lord Jesus, while on the cross, quoted the entire twenty-second psalm. I concur in this, because the seven last sayings that are given in the Gospels either appear in this psalm or the psychological background for them is here. 

 

It is the custom in many churches to conduct a Good Friday service in which seven ministers bring messages from the seven last sayings of Christ from the cross. In the course of fifteen years, I have heard over one hundred men deal with these seven words. It is always a spiritual feast to hear how each man develops the subject, and always there are many new and profitable thoughts presented. However, we shall attempt to encompass all seven sayings in one message. And instead of standing beneath the cross and listening to Him, we are going to hang on the cross with Him. We shall view the crucifixion of Christ from a new position -- from the cross itself. And we can look with Him on those beneath His cross, as He was hanging there, and see what went on in His heart and in His mind. We shall see what occurred in His soul as He became the sacrifice for the sins of the world. As He was suspended there between heaven and earth, He became the ladder let down from heaven to this earth so that men might have a way to God. 

 

We were there, if you please, on that cross as He was made sin for us -- He ". . . who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him'' (2Cor. 5:21). We were as truly on that cross when He died as we today are in Christ by faith. Peter put it like this: "Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed'' (1Pet. 2:24). Healed from sin! 

"MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?'' (22:1-6)

Psalm 22 opens with the plaintive and desperate cry of this poor, lone Man, forsaken of God. 

 

My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring? [Ps. 22:1]. 

 

There has been an attempt made to play down the stark reality and the bitter truth that He was forsaken of God. I hold an article written by a local minister who takes the position that Jesus was not forsaken. He attempts to translate, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani'' to mean, "My God, my God, for this was I kept.'' His authority is the Peshitta, or the Syriac version. However, the Peshitta is not a good manuscript. It never has been used by any reputable translator, for it is not a good translation. Evidently it was made by some who had gone into a heresy at the very beginning. The value of it is that in many places it throws light on the customs in Palestine during that period. I have used it in that connection on several occasions, but never would I accept the translation. Actually, the Hebrew is very clear, and the Greek is very clear, and the Aramaic is very clear -- in each language the cry means that Jesus was forsaken of God. 

 

Now we have here -- and this is something I want to emphasize from the very beginning -- a record of His human suffering. We see Him hanging there as a man, ". . . the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world'' (John 1:29). We get more light on this by turning to the Epistle to the Hebrews: "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels [a little lower than the angels? Yes, made a man. Why?] for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man'' (Heb. 2:9). That is what we are looking at -- the One who left heaven's glory and became a Man. He became a Man to reveal God, yes, that is true; but most of all to redeem man. "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil'' (Heb. 2:14). 

 

He could save no one by His life; it was His sacrificial death that saves. "And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. For verily he took not on him the nature of angels; but he took on him the seed of Abraham. . . . For in that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succour them [help them] that are tempted'' (Heb. 2:15-16, 18). We see the Man Christ Jesus on the cross as the perfect Man. He had learned to rest upon God. He had learned to trust Him in all that He did. He said, ". . . I do always those things that please him'' (John 8:29). But yonder in that desperate and despairing hour He was abandoned of God. There was no place to turn, either on the human plane or on the divine. He had no place to go. The Man Christ Jesus was forsaken. No other ever has had to experience that. No one. He alone. 

 

Why did God forsake Him? 

 

But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel [Ps. 22:3]. 

 

Why was He forsaken of God? 

Because on the cross in those last three hours, 

in the impenetrable darkness, He was made sin. 

But none of the ransomed ever knew 

How deep were the waters crossed; 

Nor how dark was the night that the Lord passed through 

Ere He found His sheep that was lost. 

 

He was forsaken for a brief moment. The paradox is that at that very moment God was in Christ reconciling the world unto Himself. And the Lord Jesus Himself said, "Behold, the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone, because the Father is with me'' (John 16:32). The Father was with Him when He was in prison, the Father was with Him when He was being beaten, the Father was with Him when they nailed Him to the cross. But in these last three hours He made His soul an offering for sin, and it pleased the Father to bruise Him (see Isa. 53:10). 

 

Forsaken. My friend, you do not know what that is; and I do not know what it is to be forsaken of God. The vilest man on this earth today is not forsaken of God. Anyone can turn to Him. But when Christ takes my sin upon Himself, He is forsaken of God. 

 

"Why hast thou forsaken me?'' It is not the why of impatience. It is not the why of despair; it is not the why of doubt. It is the human cry of intense suffering, aggravated by the anguish of His innocent and holy life. That awful and agonizing cry of the loneliness of His passion! He was alone. He was alone with the sins of the world upon Him. 

 

"Why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring?'' (Ps. 22:1). Roaring? Yes. At His trial He was silent, ". . . as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth'' (Isa. 53:7). When they beat Him, He said nothing; when they nailed Him to the cross, He did not whimper. But when God forsook Him, He roared like a lion. It was a roar of pain. Have you ever been in the woods when dogs attacked an animal? Have you heard the shriek of that animal? There is nothing quite like it. And that is what the writer is attempting to convey to us here. I think that shriek from the cross rent the rocks, for it had been His voice that had created them. Now the Creator is suffering! On that cross He cried like a wounded animal; His was not even a human cry, but like a wild, roaring lion. It was the plaintive shriek and the wail of unutterable woe as our sins were pressed down upon Him. 

 

But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people [Ps. 22:6]. 

 

What does He mean when He says, "I am a worm''? He has roared like a lion; now He says, "I am a worm.'' It is because He has reached the very lowest place. "He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not'' (Isa. 53:3). "I am a worm.'' The interesting thing is that the word used here for worm means the coccus worm, which was used by the Hebrews in dyeing all the curtains of the tabernacle scarlet red. When He said, "I am a worm,'' He meant more than that He had reached the lowest level. It was He who had said, ". . . though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow . . .'' (Isa. 1:18). Only His blood, my friend, can rub out that dark, deep spot in your life. 

 

Lady Macbeth, sleepwalking that night, went up and down rubbing her hands, insane with the guilt of murder. She says, "All the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand.'' And she was right; they could not. She seemed to be continually washing her hands as she rubbed them together, and she cried, "Out damned spot! out, I say!'' (Macbeth, Act V, Scene 1). 

 

My friend, there is only one thing that will take the spot of sin out of your life, that is the blood of Christ. The blood of the Lord Jesus, God's Son, cleanses from all sin. Only His blood. 

"FATHER, FORGIVE THEM'' (22:7-8)

Will you look at that victim on the cross? His suffering is intensified by that brutal mob and hardened spectators that are beneath Him. Look through His eyes and see what He sees. 

 

All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, 

 

He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him [Ps. 22:7-8]. 

 

Some criminals have been so detested that they have been taken from jail and lynched by a mob. But while the criminal was being executed, the mob would disperse. Tempers were cooled, and emotions were assuaged. But not this crowd! I think the lowest thing that ever has been said of religion was said of these Pharisees when the Lord Jesus Christ was dying: "And sitting down they watched him there'' (Matt. 27:36). You have to be low to do that. In fact, you cannot get lower than that! The venom and vileness of the human heart were being poured out like an open sewer as they remained there and ridiculed Him in His death. After a snake has put its deadly fangs into its victim and emitted its poison, it will slither away in the grass. But not this crowd -- not the human heart in rebellion against God. 

 

"Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them: for they know not what they do . . .'' (Luke 23:34). If He had not said that, this crowd would have committed the unpardonable sin. But they did not -- He asked forgiveness for their sin. We know that the centurion in charge of the execution was saved; and a whole company of Pharisees, including Saul of Tarsus, who probably was in this crowd, were saved. 

"WOMAN, BEHOLD THY SON!'' (22:9-14)

Now as He looks over the crowd He sees not only eyes of hate and antagonism, but He sees eyes of love. He sees His mother with John down there. "Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother . . .'' (John 19:25). As Jesus looks at her, do you want to know what went on in His heart? He went back to Bethlehem at the time He was born, and He says to the Father: 

 

But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother's breasts. 

 

I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother's belly [Ps. 22:9-10]. 

 

". . . Woman, behold thy son!'' (John 19:26). Yonder at the wedding at Cana in Galilee, she had asked Him to do something to show that He was the Messiah, that she was right when she said He was virgin born. She wanted Him to reveal Himself at this wedding. His answer to her at that time was, ". . . Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come'' (John 2:4). But there hanging on the cross: ". . . Woman, behold thy son!'' His hour has come! The reason for His coming into the world is now being accomplished. This is the most important hour in the history of the world! 

 

Then His attention moves back to those who are doing the crucifying. 

 

Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round [Ps. 22:12]. 

 

Describing these soldiers that were crucifying Him, He says they are like the bulls of Bashan; but He does not stop with that, for He is being devoured by wild animals -- that is what His tormentors had become: 

 

They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion [Ps. 22:13]. 

 

He is talking about Rome now -- Rome crucified Him. He compares them to a roaring lion, for the lion was the picture of Rome. 

 

Now notice His condition: 

 

I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels [Ps. 22:14]. 

 

This accurate description of crucifixion is remarkable when you consider that crucifixion was unknown when this psalm was written. The Roman Empire was not even in existence, and it was Rome that instituted crucifixion. Yet here is a picture of a man dying by crucifixion! 

 

"I am poured out like water'' -- the excessive perspiration of a dying man out in that sun. 

 

"All my bones are out of joint'' -- the horrible thing about crucifixion is that when a man began to lose blood, his strength ebbed from him, and all his bones slipped out of joint. That is an awful thing. It was terrible, terrible suffering. 

 

Then He says something that is indeed strange, "My heart is like wax.'' He died of a broken heart. Many doctors have said that a ruptured heart would have produced what John meticulously recorded. "But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water'' (John 19:34). Let me paraphrase that. "I saw that Roman soldier put the spear in His side and there came out blood and water -- not just blood but blood and water.'' John took note of that and recorded it. May I say to you, Jesus died of a broken heart. 

"I THIRST'' (22:15-18)

As He is hanging there ready to expire, with excessive perspiration pouring from Him, He suffers the agony of thirst. 

 

My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death [Ps. 22:15]. 

 

Down beneath the cross they hear Him say, "I thirst.'' 

 

For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet [Ps. 22:16]. 

 

"Dog'' was the name for Gentiles. The piercing of His hands and feet is an accurate description of crucifixion. 

 

I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me. 

 

They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture [Ps. 22:17-18]. 

 

He was crucified naked. It is difficult for us in this age of nudity and pornography to comprehend the great humiliation He suffered by hanging nude on the cross. They had taken his garments and gambled for ownership. My friend, He went through it all, crucified naked, that you might be clothed with the righteousness of Christ, and so be able to stand before God throughout the endless ages of eternity. 

"FATHER, INTO THY HANDS I COMMEND MY SPIRIT'' (22:19-22)

But be not thou far from me, O LORD: O my strength, haste thee to help me. 

 

Deliver my soul from the sword; my darling from the power of the dog [Ps. 22:19-20]. 

 

The word darling is better translated "my only one'' -- "This is my beloved Son . . .'' (Matt. 3:17). "Deliver my soul from the sword; my only one from the power of the dog.'' Jesus is saying, ". . . Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit . . .'' (Luke 23:46). 

 

Save me from the lion's mouth: for thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns [Ps. 22:21]. 

 

One of the most remarkable statements is this: "thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns.'' To express intensity in the Hebrew, the plural is used -- horns of the unicorns; but the thought is one horn. 

 

For many years it was thought that the unicorn was a mythical animal, but recent investigation has revealed that it was an animal a size smaller than the elephant, very much like the rhinoceros, sometimes called a wild bull. Vicious and brutal, every one of them was a killer. And the thing that identified them was the fact that they had one horn. "Thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns'' -- uni means "one'' -- one horn. To me, my beloved, that is remarkable indeed; because the cross on which the Lord Jesus Christ was crucified was probably not the shaped cross that we see today. We think of a cross made of an upright with a crosspiece. Nowhere does Scripture so describe it. 

 

There are two Greek words that are translated by the English word cross. One of them is the word stauros. You find it used in several places. For instance: ". . . Thou that destroyest the temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross'' (Matt. 27:40). The word cross is stauros, meaning "one piece.'' It is interesting how accurate Scripture is, but how tradition has been woven into it in our thinking. Paul used the word stauros when he wrote: "For the preaching of the cross [stauros] is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God'' (1Cor. 1:18). 

 

The second Greek word is xulon, which is translated by the English "cross'' or "tree''. It simply means a piece of wood. Paul also used this word: "And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they took him down from the tree [xulon], and laid him in a sepulchre'' (Acts 13:29). 

 

They took Him down from the tree! Does he mean an upright with a crosspiece? Now I am perfectly willing to go along with the popularly accepted shape of a cross, but for the sake of accuracy and to appreciate the exactness of this psalm, we need to brush aside tradition for a moment. Jesus said, "thou hast heard me from the horns of the unicorns [the cross].'' ". . . Into thy hands I commend my spirit . . .'' (Luke 23:46). 

 

Another thing that amazes me is that this word xulon, translated "tree'' or "cross'' is mentioned in the twenty-second chapter of Revelation as the tree of life! I believe that the tree on which Jesus died will be there, alive, throughout the endless ages of eternity, to let you and me know what it cost to redeem us. 

 

Now when we come to verse 22 of this psalm, we see a radical change, a bifurcation. We have had the sufferings of Christ described for us; now we see the glory that should follow. 

 

I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee [Ps. 22:22]. 

 

I think that He said this entire psalm on the cross. He did not die defeated; for when He reached the very end He said, "This is the gospel that will be witnessed to. I will declare thy name unto my brethren.'' And I see Peter in the midst of the Sanhedrin, composed of both Pharisees and Sadducees, saying to them, ". . . there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved'' (Acts 4:12). "I will declare thy name unto my brethren.'' 

"TODAY SHALT THOU BE WITH ME IN PARADISE'' (22:25-26)

My praise shall be of thee in the great congregation: I will pay my vows before them that fear him. 

 

The meek shall eat and be satisfied: they shall praise the LORD that seek him: your heart shall live for ever [Ps. 22:25-26]. 

 

The thief on the cross said, ". . . Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom'' (Luke 23:42). Christ says, "I'll pay my vows'' -- ". . . Today shalt thou be with me in paradise'' (Luke 23:43). The redeemed shall be there to praise, and the thief He was taking with Him that very day. Although he was a man unfit to even live down here, according to Rome's standard, the Lord Jesus makes him fit for heaven by His death on the cross. 

"IT IS FINISHED'' (22:31)

There is a seventh word; it is His last. 

 

They shall come, and shall declare his righteousness unto a people that shall be born, that he hath done this [Ps. 22:31]. 

 

"To a people that shall be born'' includes you, my friend. 

 

They shall declare His righteousness -- not your righteousness, for God says it is filthy rags in His sight. How will they declare His righteousness? "That he hath done this.'' Some would translate it, "It is finished,'' the last word He spoke on the cross. And when He said it, it was but one word -- Tetelestai! Finished! Your redemption is a complete package, and He presents it to you wrapped up with everything in it. He doesn't want you to bring your do-it-yourself kit along. He does not need that. When He died on the cross, He provided a righteousness that would satisfy a holy God. All He asks of you is that you receive this package, this gift of God, which is eternal life in Christ Jesus. 

 

If you reject it, God must treat you as He treated His Son when He cried, ". . . My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?'' (Mark 15:34). I am not here to argue about the temperature of hell: it will be hell for any man to be forsaken of God. Jesus Christ went through it that you might never have to utter that cry. 

 

Psalm 22 reveals the heart of our Savior as He was made a sin offering in our behalf. He completed the transaction in triumph. He offers to us a finished redemption. We never shall be worthy of it; we cannot earn it; we cannot buy it -- we must receive it as a gift. Over nineteen hundred years ago the Lord Jesus Christ did all that was needed to save us. 

 

It is done. Tetelestai. Finished! 

Psalm 23

THEME: Christ as the great Shepherd 

 

Psalm 23, which is so popular, would be meaningless without Psalm 22, which leads me to say that we have a trilogy or triptych of psalms that belong together. They are Psalms 22, 23, and Psalm 24, and they are called the shepherd psalms. These three psalms present the following picture of our Lord: In Psalm 22 He is the Good Shepherd. The Lord Jesus Himself made the statement, "I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep'' (John 10:11). Now here in Psalm 23 He is the Great Shepherd. Notice this title in the great benediction at the conclusion of the Epistle to the Hebrews: "Now the God of peace, that brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, Make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen'' (Heb. 13:20-21). Psalm 23 reveals Him as the Great Shepherd. Next, we see Him in Psalm 24 as the Chief Shepherd. "And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away'' (1Pet. 5:4). 

 

To put it succinctly, in Psalm 22 we see the cross, in Psalm 23 the crook (the Shepherd's crook), and in Psalm 24 the crown (the King's crown). In Psalm 22 Christ is the Savior; in Psalm 23 He is the Satisfier; in Psalm 24 He is the Sovereign. In Psalm 22 He is the foundation; in Psalm 23 He is the manifestation; in Psalm 24 He is the expectation. In Psalm 22 He dies; in Psalm 23 He is living; in Psalm 24 He is coming. Psalm 22 speaks of the past; Psalm 23 speaks of the present; and Psalm 24 speaks of the future. In Psalm 22 He gives His life for the sheep; in Psalm 23 He gives His love to the sheep; in Psalm 24 He gives us light when He shall appear. What a wonderful picture we have of Christ in these three psalms! 

 

Now let us zero in on Psalm 23, probably the most familiar passage there is in the Word of God. No portion in writing of any time or of any work has been so widely circulated. Jews, both Orthodox and Reformed, know this psalm. Christians of all denominations are acquainted with this psalm. The world has caught its beauty. 

 

Much has been written about this psalm, although its six verses are short and simple. It is like the Gettysburg Address as far as brevity is concerned. Someone has said, "I do not care how much a man says, if he says it in a few words.'' Someone else has said, "If folk who do not have anything to say would refrain from saying it, it would be a better world.'' Psalm 23 has few words. There was a business executive years ago who had a little motto on the wall of his office for all to see. It said, If you have anything important to say, say it in five minutes. Well, it only takes about forty-five seconds to read Psalm 23. It is brief. It is not the language of philosophy. It is not the language of theology. It is not a legal or scientific document. It is sublimely simple and simply sublime. 

 

Before we look at the text itself, there are some things we should consider about this psalm. It is agreed that David is the author, but the question has always been: Did he write it when he was a shepherd boy or when he was an aged king? It is important to know the answer. Dr. Frank Morgan has called this "The Song of the Old Shepherd.'' I like that, and I agree with him. David the king never forgot David the shepherd boy. In Psalm 23 you do not have the musings of a green, inexperienced lad but the mature deliberations of a ripe experience. You see, David, when he came close to the end of his life, looked back upon his checkered career. It was then that he wrote this psalm. The old king on the throne remembered the shepherd boy. Life had beaten, battered, baffled, and bludgeoned this man. He was a hardened soldier, a veteran who knew victory, privation, hardship. He knew song and shadow. He was tested and tried. Therefore in Psalm 23 we do not have the theorizing of immaturity but fruit and the mature judgment born of a long life. 

 

This psalm begins by saying, "The LORD is my shepherd.'' By what authority do you say my shepherd? Is this psalm for everybody? I don't think so. Since Psalms 22, 23, and Psalm 24 go together and tell one story, you have to know the Lord Jesus Christ as the Good Shepherd who gave His life for the sheep before you can know Him as the Great Shepherd. You must know the Shepherd of Psalm 22 before you can come to Psalm 23 and say, "The LORD is my shepherd.'' 

REVELATION OF THE SANCTUARY OF THE SHEPHERD'S SOUL (23:1-2)

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters [Ps. 23:1-2]. 

 

Notice "my shepherd . . . I shall not want . . . He maketh me to lie down . . . he leadeth me.'' This is a "he and me'' psalm. The emphasis is upon the fact that there is nothing between the man's soul and God. "The LORD is my shepherd.'' 

 

Verse 1 is a declaration and a deduction. It is one thing to say, "The Lord is a shepherd'' -- many people say that, and it sounds good. But can you make it personal and say, "The LORD is my shepherd''? By the authority of His redemptive work, His death and resurrection, you can trust Him and call Him your shepherd. It is also easy to say, "The Lord will be my shepherd,'' but David did not say that either. He said, "The LORD is my shepherd.'' This is his declaration. 

 

"I shall not want'' -- notice that David does not say, I have not wanted, but "I shall not want.'' What is it that I need? Well, I need safety. I'm a sheep, a stupid little animal. Therefore, my Shepherd sees to it that I won't want for protection. He protects me. When a little sheep says, "I shall not want'' and "I shall never perish,'' it is because it has a wonderful Shepherd. "I shall not want'' looks into the future and gives assurance to the child of God. The security of the believer rests upon the Shepherd. And the believer's deduction rests upon his declaration. 

 

A friend of mine who moved to Oregon once heard me talk about sheep. He said to me later, "Dr. McGee, you gave me the impression that sheep are nice, sweet little animals. You made them appear so helpless. I want to show you some sheep.'' He invited me to dinner. He gathered several sheep together, and after dinner we went out to look at them. As we watched them, he told me, "These sheep are stubborn, hardheaded, and pigheaded animals. Besides that, they are dirty and filthy.'' I said, "That's a picture of the human race.'' They do set us forth! 

 

Not only do sheep need safety, they need sufficiency and satisfaction. "He maketh me to lie down in green pastures.'' That is sufficiency. Folk that know sheep tell us that a hungry sheep will not lie down. When sheep are lying down in green pastures, it means they have their tummies full. And Christ is our sufficiency. "And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst'' (John 6:35). 

 

"He leadeth me beside the still waters.'' Sheep are frightened by turbulent water. And they don't like stagnant water. They don't want to drink where the hogs drink. All of this applies to the human family. We need rest in our day -- not so much physical or mental rest, but rest of the soul. Remember what David said in Psalm 55:6: "Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I fly away, and be at rest.'' He wanted to get away from it all. But he found out that getting away from it all did not solve his problems. He had to learn to put his trust in the Lord, rest in Him, and wait patiently upon Him. The Lord Jesus says, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will rest you'' (Matt. 11:28). 

RECORD OF THE THOUGHTS OF THE SHEPHERD'S MIND (23:3-4)

He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 

 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me [Ps. 23:3-4]. 

 

"He restoreth my soul.'' David knew what that was. David had sinned -- he was that little lost sheep that had strayed from the fold, and his Shepherd had restored him. 

 

"He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.'' He leads, but we must follow. The Lord Jesus said to the religious rulers who were actually His enemies, ". . . I told you, and ye believed not: the works that I do in my Father's name, they bear witness of me. But ye believe not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me'' (John 10:25-27). Sheep will follow their own shepherd. That is the way you can tell the one to whom the sheep belong. In Jesus' day the shepherd never drove his sheep; he led them. That is no longer the case. When I visited the land of Israel, I very seldom saw a shepherd walking ahead of his sheep. But in the time of Christ, the shepherd was with his sheep day after day. They knew him and they followed him. Our Shepherd leads us in right paths, and it is up to us to follow Him. 

 

"Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil.'' Here is courage and comfort. Death is the supreme test of life. This is not just talking about the deathbed. Our human family lives in the shadow of death. When a person is born, he starts down a great canyon, and that canyon is the valley of the shadow of death. You are in it constantly. In Los Angeles they say that when you cross the street, you better move in a hurry because we have only the quick and the dead. If you are not quick, you will be dead. All of us walk in the shadow of death. As someone has said, the moment that gives you life begins to take it away from you. All of us are in death's valley. The shadow of death is on us. But, all the while I walk through that valley, I will fear no evil. This is the encouraging comfort He gives. If one of our loved ones dies as a child of God, this is our courage and comfort. 

 

"I will fear no evil: for thou art with me.'' We can know that our Shepherd is with us at all times, and even at the time of death. And I want Him with me when my time comes to die. 

 

"Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.'' A rod was for defense, and a staff was for direction. He gives us gentle reproof and severe rebuke. He has a rod for our defense, but He also has a staff for our direction. He has a staff for the little old sheep that are bound to stray. That comforts me. Now that I am getting to be an old man, I look back on my life and I realize that indeed that rod is a comfort. He used it on me several times, and I thank Him for it because it got me back into the fold. We all need that. 

REFLECTION OF THE HAPPINESS AND HOPE OF THE SHEPHERD'S HEART (23:5-6)

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 

 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever [Ps. 23:5-6]. 

 

These two verses reflect the happiness and hope of the Shepherd's heart. "Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies.'' Here we have felicity, fruitfulness, and fullness. All of that is undergirded with joy. What is that table today? I think it speaks of the Lord's table. At the time this psalm was written it spoke of God's promise to Israel of physical blessings; to us He promises spiritual blessings. 

 

"Thou anointest my head with oil.'' That oil speaks of the Holy Spirit. We need that anointing today. We cannot face life alone. 

 

"My cup runneth over.'' This is symbolic of joy. We need to be undergirded with joy today. The Lord says, ". . . I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly'' (John 10:10). The Lord wants our joy to be full. It reminds me of the little girl who said, "Lord, fill up my cup. I can't hold very much, but I can run over a whole lot.'' Oh, how this world needs Christians who are running over! 

 

This brings us to the final verse of this psalm. Our Shepherd brings us all the way from the green pastures and the still waters to the Father's house. "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.'' In John 14:2-3 the Lord says to us, ". . . I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.'' You know, we are not pedigreed sheep, and sheep are not worth much anyway, but we do have a wonderful Shepherd. Can you say at this moment, "The LORD is my shepherd''? If you can, all the wonderful promises of this psalm are yours. If He is the Shepherd who gave His life for the sheep and He is your Savior, this psalm is for you. 

Psalm 24

THEME: Christ as the Chief Shepherd 

 

This is the psalm of the crown. It speaks of the coming of the Chief Shepherd. Tradition says it was composed by David and sung when he brought up the ark from Kirjath-jearim to Mount Zion (1Chronicles 13:1-8). It was sung in an antiphonal way. It has been suggested that it was sung by the chorus of the procession and by solo voices. Josephus, the Jewish historian, says that seven choirs of singers and musicians marched before the ark as it was brought to Mount Zion where David had prepared a tabernacle for it until the temple was built. I think it will help us to appreciate the thrill of this psalm if we use the possible arrangement as suggested by Delitzsch and Gaebelein. 

 

The psalm divides itself into two sections: the companions of the King who enter the kingdom (vv. 1-6), and the coming of the King to set up the kingdom (vv. 7-10). 

 

It must have been wonderful to have heard this psalm sung in David's day. 

COMPANIONS OF THE KING WHO ENTER THE KINGDOM (24:1-10)

Chorus of the Procession 

 

The earth is the LORD'S, and the fulness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein. 

 

For he hath founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods [Ps. 24:1-2]. 

 

"The earth is the LORD'S.'' David speaks of Him again as the Creator. This earth belongs to Him. The earth does not belong to the Democrats or the Republicans. It does not belong to the president, whoever he might be. It does not belong to the Communists. There are so many people today who want to run this earth, but it belongs to God. 

 

"He founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods.'' On the third day of creation God said, ". . . Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. And God called the dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas: and God saw that it was good'' (Gen. 1:9-10). When God gathered the waters together, submerged land appeared out of the water. It was life out of death, and it speaks of resurrection. 

 

Soloist 

 

Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? [Ps. 24:3]. 

 

Who shall stand in his holy place? The answer is in the next verse. 

 

Answering Soloist 

 

He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully [Ps. 24:4]. 

 

If the only ones who are going to ascend into the hill of the Lord are those who have "clean hands and a pure heart,'' and those who have not "lifted up'' their souls "unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully,'' I guess I won't be there. That leaves me out. But I am going to be there, because I am going to be there in Christ. He has undertaken to present me before the throne of grace in His present priestly office because I have trusted Him as my Savior. 

 

Chorus and Solo Voices 

 

He shall receive the blessing from the LORD, and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 

 

This is the generation of them that seek him, that seek thy face, O Jacob. Selah [Ps. 24:5-6]. 

 

Now picture this procession as it enters Jerusalem singing: 

 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in [Ps. 24:7]. 

 

A voice from the gates inquires: "Who is this King of glory?'' And the chorus answers. 

 

Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle. 

 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in [Ps. 24:8-9]. 

 

Another voice from the gates inquires: "Who is this King of glory?'' And again the chorus answers -- probably the full choir and orchestra. 

 

Who is this King of glory? The LORD of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah [Ps. 24:10]. 

 

I think this passage illustrates two events. First of all this is a picture of when the Lord returned to heaven. It is also a picture of His coming to earth again. "Lift up your heads, O ye gates; even lift them up, ye everlasting doors; and the King of glory shall come in.'' Who is He? The world does not know, but this psalm gives us the answer. The King of glory is "The LORD strong and mighty, the LORD mighty in battle.'' Then the gates are told to open up so that the King of glory might enter in. Well, He is not "in'' today. The world has rejected Him. "Who is this King of glory?'' He is the Lord of hosts, He is the Lord Jesus Christ. He is King of kings and Lord of lords. And He is the King of glory. The psalmist writes "Selah'' at the conclusion -- that is, think on this for a little while. This will bless your heart, my beloved. 

Psalm 25

THEME: Plea for mercy and deliverance 

 

This psalm brings us to a new section. It begins a new series of fifteen psalms -- 25 through 39 -- which primarily record David's personal experience, but look also to the future when the godly remnant of Israel is in trouble. For the comfort of believers today they contain the balm of Gilead. The preceding psalms can be described as dramatic and, in my judgment, sensational. But the following fifteen psalms are more personal, quiet, and intimate. They have a wonderful message and impact for our lives today. They are applicable to the past, the present, and the future. Some of these psalms may not be so familiar, but they have much to say to us. We will only be hitting the high points, but there are many things to be learned. Often when I could not sleep, or when I was away from home and in a strange place, probably feeling a little lonely, I found myself turning to the Book of Psalms, and particularly to this section, because it came out of the experience of a man who was going through a time of trouble. It has a prophetic element, and looks into the future to a time of trouble for the faithful remnant of Israel, but it provides comfort to saints of all ages. 

 

Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul. 

 

O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me [Ps. 25:1-2]. 

 

This is a prayer that reveals the dependence that David had upon God. One day Israel will also experience this. The time will come when that remnant of Israel will find themselves in a position where there is no one upon whom they can depend but God. And it is good for us to come to that place also. 

 

When David says, "Unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul,'' he is getting right down to business. This is not just his voice talking, it is his soul speaking. He continues, "O my God, I trust in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me.'' Have you ever been in a place where everything seemed to be failure rather than success? You did not want to go down in crushing defeat, either in your personal life, or your business life, or your home or church life. "Let not mine enemies triumph over me.'' What a prayer! Is this how you pray? 

 

Yea, let none that wait on thee be ashamed: let them be ashamed which transgress without cause [Ps. 25:3]. 

 

Now listen to his pleading. 

 

Shew me thy ways, O LORD; teach me thy paths [Ps. 25:4]. 

 

There are two ways a man can go. He can go God's way or his own way. God gives us a choice. We can walk in the path of our choosing. "There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the ways of death'' (Prov. 14:12). What a glorious thing it is to be able to call out to God and ask Him to show us the way we should go. 

 

Lead me in thy truth, and teach me: for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day [Ps. 25:5]. 

 

The psalmist is calling on God to show him the way, to teach him the way. This leads me to say that this is what is known as an acrostic psalm. That is, it is built upon the Hebrew alphabet. Each verse begins with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet. Unfortunately, in English we miss it. 

 

Remember, O LORD, thy tender mercies and thy loving kindnesses; for they have been ever of old [Ps. 25:6]. 

 

The psalmist speaks not only of the kindness of God but also of His loving kindnesses. It is difficult for me to distinguish between the two, but I think what a little girl once said in Sunday school is a good definition. She said, "When you ask your Mother for a piece of bread with butter on it, and she gives it to you, that is kindness. But when she puts jam on it without you asking her, that is loving kindness.'' I don't know of a better way to describe the difference. David could say this during a time of trouble, as will the godly remnant of Israel in their time of trouble. And this speaks to our hearts today. What was good for the saints of the past and will be good for the saints of the future is also good for us. I do not see how anyone could read the Psalms, or study the Epistle to the Romans, without seeing that God has a plan and purpose for the nation of Israel in the future. He is not yet through with His people. 

 

Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions: according to thy mercy remember thou me for thy goodness' sake, O LORD [Ps. 25:7]. 

 

David asked God not only to remember his tender mercies and loving kindnesses, but now he asks him to forget something. He says, "Remember not the sins of my youth'' -- forget them. Then he prays to God for goodness and mercy. God is rich in both of these. He has enough for you today, and there will be some left over for me. I don't know about you, but I am going to need a whole lot of mercy; and I would like to have a lot of goodness, too. "Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life'' (Ps. 23:6). 

EXPRESSION OF CONFIDENCE IN GOD (25:8-14)

In the second section of this psalm David expresses his confidence and trust. 

 

Good and upright is the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in the way. 

 

The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meek will he teach his way [Ps. 25:8-9]. 

 

God's goodness, his love, and His righteousness are revealed in His provision for salvation for you and me. 

 

For thy name's sake, O LORD, pardon mine iniquity; for it is great [Ps. 25:11]. 

 

God forgives us for Christ's sake, never for our sake. You and I do not merit forgiveness. We know that God forgave David; and, if we trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, He will forgive us, too. An old blasphemer came to me one time with a sneer on his face, and asked "Why did God choose a man like David, who was such a big sinner?'' I said to him, "You and I ought to take a great comfort in that. If God would save David, there just might be a chance that He would save you and me.'' Concerning His people in the future, God says of Israel in Jeremiah 31:34, ". . . I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.'' 

 

The secret of the LORD is with them that fear him; and he will shew them his covenant [Ps. 25:14]. 

 

There are so many people today who are just question marks as far as their Christian lives are concerned. They don't understand this or that verse of Scripture, and they don't understand why God does certain things. Their lack of understanding is almost a dead giveaway. They are constantly in a questioning state. But "the secret of the LORD is with them that fear him.'' When we walk with the Lord, many times we do not need to ask a question; we just put our hand in His and walk along. My daughter and I often used to go for walks. She was a regular question-box. She had to ask questions about everything along the way. Finally she would grow tired, I would pick her up, and she would put her arms around my neck. Question time was over. She just accepted everything from then on. I think many of us should forget about some of the questions we have and simply put our hand in His and walk with Him. 

TROUBLE AND DELIVERANCE (25:15-22)

As we come to the final section of this psalm, we are faced once again with that time of trouble that is coming for Israel in the future. 

 

Mine eyes are ever toward the LORD; for he shall pluck my feet out of the net. 

 

Turn thee unto me, and have mercy upon me; for I am desolate and afflicted. 

 

The troubles of my heart are enlarged: O bring thou me out of my distresses [Ps. 25:15-17]. 

 

What a prayer this will be for the faithful remnant of Israel during the time of trouble that is coming. Also it is a good prayer for you and me when we experience times of trouble. 

 

Look upon mine affliction and my pain; and forgive all my sins [Ps. 25:18]. 

 

When we are in trouble we are more apt to confess our sins! 

 

Consider mine enemies; for they are many; and they hate me with cruel hatred. 

 

O keep my soul, and deliver me: let me not be ashamed; for I put my trust in thee. 

 

Let integrity and uprightness preserve me; for I wait on thee [Ps. 25:19-21]. 

 

Now hear the conclusion: 

 

Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles [Ps. 25:22]. 

 

This glorious prayer is, you see, primarily for the nation Israel and for the day of trouble that is coming upon the earth. 

 

All of us who are God's children have trouble during our lifetimes. This is a prayer for us. O God, deliver us out of all our troubles. 

 

Years ago, down south, a black deacon got up and gave a testimony about a verse of Scripture that was meaningful to him. He said the verse was, "It came to pass.'' Everyone looked puzzled, so the preacher said to him, "How is it that that particular verse means so much to you?'' "Well,'' the deacon said, "when I am in trouble, I always get my Bible and read, 'It came to pass,' and I thank God that my troubles came to pass, and they did not come to stay.'' That may not be the exact interpretation of those words, but it expresses the truth of Scripture, and that is exactly what Psalm 25 is saying. "Redeem Israel, O God, out of all his troubles.'' I am sure that you can see that the primary interpretation is for the nation Israel, but we certainly can also pray this prayer for ourselves. 

Psalm 26

THEME: Plea on the basis of personal righteousness 

 

In Psalm 25 David confessed his sins, and David was a great sinner. But in this psalm David talks about his righteousness. I don't know about you, but I have perfect righteousness -- but it's not Vernon McGee's. 1Corinthians 1:30 tells us, "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption.'' He has been made unto me righteousness as well as redemption. This is on the plus side of the ledger, and I stand complete in Him, accepted in the beloved. That is what it means to pray in His name. It is to present His work, His merit, and who He is with our requests. 

 

Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD; therefore I shall not slide. 

 

Examine me, O LORD, and prove me; try my reins and my heart [Ps. 26:1-2]. 

 

This is a marvelous psalm that speaks of David's walk. David committed a great sin, but David did not continue to live in sin. What David did once, the king of Babylon did every day. David's sin stands out like a lump of coal in a snowman because the rest of David's life was an example of godliness. He became a measuring stick for the kings who followed him. Every king was judged by whether or not he walked in the steps of his father David. If he followed David's example, he was accepted and proclaimed a good king. 

 

This psalm reminds us of the first psalm. Notice how it reads: "Judge me, O LORD; for I have walked in mine integrity: I have trusted also in the LORD.'' It was because of his faith in the Lord that David did not slide. Not that he was so strong -- he knew he wasn't -- but he knew that when he trusted the Lord, the Lord would sustain him. 

 

For thy lovingkindness is before mine eyes: and I have walked in thy truth. 

 

I have not sat with vain persons, neither will I go in with dissemblers. 

 

I have hated the congregation of evildoers; and will not sit with the wicked [Ps. 26:3-5]. 

 

This psalm is similar to Psalm 1 in content. David says, "I have walked in thy truth.'' This is a positive statement. Psalm 1 presents the negative side. "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly'' (v. 1). Furthermore, David states that he has "not sat with vain persons,'' nor "with dissemblers.'' David did not sit with false persons. As Psalm 1 put it, "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful'' (v. 1). 

 

I will wash mine hands in innocency: so will I compass thine altar, O LORD [Ps. 26:6]. 

 

A man's faith needs to be backed up by a good life. How important this psalm is in this connection -- maybe the reason this section of psalms is not so popular today is because they emphasize a life that is pleasing to God. 

 

My foot standeth in an even place: in the congregations will I bless the LORD [Ps. 26:12]. 

 

"My foot standeth in an even place.'' That means that he is sure-footed now. He is established on the Rock. The "even place'' speaks of that. When you are on the side of a slippery hill, you are apt to fall. A lot of Christians are in that position today. They are playing with evil. They get close to it. It reminds me of a little boy in the pantry. His mother heard a noise in the back of the kitchen and asked, "Willie, where are you?'' The boy replied, "I am in the pantry.'' She asked, "What are you doing?'' He said, "I am fighting temptation.'' That was not the place for Willie to fight temptation! 

 

Many Christians today flirt with sin. Some time ago I received a letter from one of our radio listeners who wanted counsel. She wrote about how her husband had died, and a close friend of her husband became the one to handle the estate. It was necessary for her to meet with him often; and before long -- as she put it -- the chemistry between them began to react, and they began to care for each other. She felt uneasy about the situation and asked what she should do. In my reply to her, I wrote: "You are in a burning building. Jump out as quickly as you can.'' I advised her to leave that town and relocate. Later I received another letter from her that said after a couple of weeks of rationalizing she had followed my suggestion and moved to another town. Looking back on it, she said, "I know I would have fallen if I had stayed there.'' My friend, it is well to have your feet on even ground. Where are you standing today? The reason a great many people fall is because they are fighting temptation in the pantry! 

Psalm 27

THEME: Prayer 

 

This is a deeply spiritual psalm and one that is very familiar to many of God's people. The moment you read the first verse your face will probably light up with recognition. It divides itself naturally into two major divisions. The first six verses speak of the provision God makes for the encouragement and confidence of His own. The remainder of the psalm is a prayer for help and sustenance. It is not a psalm for the super-duper saints but has a message for many hearts and lives. It is a prayer of David and opens on this grand note: 

FOUNDATION FOR PRAYER (27:1-3)

The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? the LORD is the strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? [Ps. 27:1]. 

 

This again is a "He and me'' psalm. "The LORD is my light and my salvation.'' 

 

"He is my light.'' He is a holy God. He is the One who directs and guides me by the light of His Word. Later the psalmist will say, "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path'' (Ps. 119:105). 

 

He is "my salvation,'' which speaks of the love of God, because it was His love that provided a salvation for us. That salvation, of course, is only through Jesus Christ. "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life'' (John 3:16). God didn't so love the world that He saved the world; God so loved the world that He provided a salvation for sinners. And we have to come to Him on that basis. That salvation is conditioned, as Simon Peter put it: ". . . There is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved'' (Acts 4:12). This is the same salvation that David is talking about. "The LORD is my light and my salvation'' -- my light, my salvation. 

 

"The LORD is the strength of my life.'' God not only gives life, He also empowers us to live that life on earth. Is He the light of your life, the One who loves you and gives you strength, my friend? 

 

"Of whom shall I be afraid?'' Martin Luther said, "One with God is a majority.'' When Cromwell was asked why he did not fear anyone, he said, "I have learned that if you fear God, you have no one else to fear.'' 

 

When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, came upon me to eat up my flesh, they stumbled and fell [Ps. 27:2]. 

 

David was probably looking back upon that time of his life when he was in much danger. He started out as a shepherd boy, and his life was in danger when he protected his sheep from a lion and a bear. That is something that a person does not do everyday. I don't know about you, but I just don't meet a lion or a bear very often. When I do, they are on the other side of a cage. But there are people like lions and bears walking our streets today, many of them seeking to devour us. Also there is that old lion spoken of in 1Peter 5:8, "Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.'' 

 

Though an host should encamp against me, my heart shall not fear: though war should rise against me, in this will I be confident [Ps. 27:3]. 

 

David's confidence was in God, and this is the provision that God has made for His own today. Have you ever noticed that every time the Lord Jesus would break through to speak to His apostles after His resurrection He would say, "Fear not''? You and I have a resurrected Savior. Fear comes to us many times. I have a natural fear of heights; and when I am flying in that big bus in the sky, I say to the Lord, "You are with me. My confidence is in You.'' 

MEDITATION ON PRAYER (27:4-6)

One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple [Ps. 27:4]. 

 

This is a rich verse. David had whittled his life down to one point: "One thing have I desired of the LORD.'' Also Paul did that with his life. He said, ". . . but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus'' (Phil. 3:13-14). In this day, whittle down your life, as you would whittle down a pencil, until you can write with it. Our lives are very complicated, so just keep whittling. Most of my life I felt like Martha in the kitchen. She was encumbered with much service (see Luke 10:40). Poor Martha reached for a pot to cook something in it; then she reached for a pan to boil something in it, and she reached for another container to put the potatoes in, and by that time something fell out of the cupboard. She became frustrated trying to do everything at once. How complicated life has become for many of us. We are frustrated, under tension and pressure all the time. It is wonderful to whittle your life down to what is important. It is a relief to reduce your life to the lowest common denominator. I hope you won't mind my speaking out of personal experience, but the happiest time of my ministry began when I retired from the pastorate; the most spiritually profitable time of my life began at that moment. I have seen more folk turn to Christ in this brief interval than in any other period of my life, and I have never rejoiced so. Do you know why? I have whittled my life down to the one thing I want to do -- teach the Bible. That is all I am doing. My life has been whittled down to that, and I am enthusiastic about it. I believe this is what God wants me to do. 

 

Now notice the "one thing'' in David's life was "that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life.'' Now I don't think David intended to take his sleeping bag into the tabernacle and stay there. But he wanted the ark, which was God's meeting place with His people, with him in Jerusalem. He went to great lengths to bring it to Jerusalem and erected a tabernacle for it and planned an elaborate temple for God. Why? Through that he had access to God. That was the "one thing'' in David's life. 

 

We have access to God through Christ, and this is the thing we ought to rejoice in. He is the One who will enable us to whittle our lives down to that one point. Paul gives us the eight benefits of being justified by faith in Romans 5:1-5. The second benefit Paul mentions is access to God: "By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.'' What a wonderful thing it is to have access to God! 

 

This is the one thing that was the aim of David's life. "One thing have I desired of the LORD, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to behold the beauty of the LORD, and to inquire in his temple.'' In the house of God was the mercy seat. David needed mercy, and I need mercy -- and I am sure you do also. In the house of God was an altar that spoke of the cross of Christ. This provided for David access into the presence of God. You and I can approach God through the Lord Jesus today. We have access into this marvelous grace. What a privilege is ours to have access to God! 

 

No wonder this psalm has been such a wonderful blessing to God's people. Now notice this fifth verse: 

 

For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle shall he hide me; he shall set me up upon a rock [Ps. 27:5]. 

 

Where was the secret place of the tabernacle? It was inside the Holy of Holies. No one could go there but the high priest. Do you know what was in there? The ark of the covenant, which was only a box overlaid with gold; but upon the ark was the elaborate lid, which God designated as the mercy seat because blood was sprinkled upon it. Now in our day because the Lord Jesus has shed His blood, we have a mercy seat to which we can go. And that is where He hides us. What a secure place we have! 

 

And now shall mine head be lifted up above mine enemies round about me: therefore will I offer in his tabernacle sacrifices of joy; I will sing, yea, I will sing praises unto the LORD [Ps. 27:6]. 

 

When we get this wonderful picture and recognize what He has done for us, it will put a song in our hearts. This leads him to pray the next verse. 

DECLARATION OF PRAYER PROPER (27:7-12)

Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice: have mercy also upon me, and answer me [Ps. 27:7]. 

 

You see, in that secret place there was mercy. And God has prepared that secret place for us today where we can receive the mercy of God. 

 

When thou saidst, Seek ye my face; my heart said unto thee, Thy face, LORD will I seek [Ps. 27:8]. 

 

David puts the invitation in the Lord's mouth. When God said, "Seek ye my face,'' David said, "I have already responded. My heart said unto Thee, 'Thy face, LORD, will I seek.' '' My friend, God has a longing for you. Do you respond to that? It is awful to live with a person who does not express his love. Marriage is not an arrangement whereby a woman gets a living and a man gets a cook. Marriage is a love relationship; if it is not that, it isn't anything. Our relationship to God should be like that. David's heart responded when God said, "I love you.'' David said, "I love You.'' When God said, "I want to have fellowship with you,'' David said, "I want to have fellowship with You.'' 

 

Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger: thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of my salvation [Ps. 27:9]. 

 

When David sinned, he found out what it was like for God to hide His face from him. He lost his fellowship. He lost his joy. But he prayed, "Restore unto me the joy of my salvation.'' 

 

The next verse has been misunderstood. 

 

When my father and my mother forsake me, then the LORD will take me up [Ps. 27:10]. 

 

This verse has been misunderstood by critics. Even Delitzsch suggested that this verse could have been written by someone else. The reason that possibility is considered is because David's father and mother did not forsake him. But I do not think that is what David is saying here. You will notice that this is a temporal clause -- "When my father and my mother.'' It would be better translated "Had my father and my mother forsaken me, then the Lord will take me up.'' I wish the new revisions of the Bible would call attention to that fact. Probably your father and mother have not forsaken you -- but should they do so, then the Lord would take you up. 

 

Some wiseacre said, "When my father and my mother forsake me, then the boy scouts will take me up.'' I am afraid that many parents are letting organizations, including the church, raise their children. Even though you may be a member of a good Bible church, your children are yours. You are the one who should lead them to the Lord, not the Sunday school teacher or the preacher -- you. And you are the one who should give them your time and attention. 

 

Teach me thy way, O LORD, and lead me in a plain path, because of mine enemies [Ps. 27:11]. 

 

David is saying, "I want a good testimony before the enemy, because I know he will criticize me. I want You to watch over me, Lord, and help me not to embarrass You by what I do.'' 

 

Deliver me not over unto the will of mine enemies: for false witnesses are risen up against me, and such as breathe out cruelty [Ps. 27:12]. 

 

I was brought up in a denomination that has since gone into liberalism. And I was a preacher in a denomination that has gone into liberalism. I always prayed to the Lord, "Do not let me fall into a position where I am at the mercy of church leaders or a church board.'' I was an active pastor from about 1930 to 1970. During that entire time of forty years, God never let me get into a position where I was at the mercy of men. That is what David is praying in this verse. My heart goes out to many ministers today who find themselves at the mercy of a church board or some hierarchy. I urge them to pray like David did, "Don't deliver me into the will of my enemies. Don't let them get me down and pin my shoulders to the mat, Lord.'' I think He will hear and answer that prayer. 

REALIZATION OF PRAYER (27:13-14)

I had fainted, unless I had believed to see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living [Ps. 27:13]. 

 

Even in the world today you can see the goodness of the Lord. How wonderful He is. 

 

Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD [Ps. 27:14]. 

 

There is a lot of heart trouble today among believers. It is known as faintheartedness, or the coward's heart. All of us have a little touch of it. How can this be cured? "Wait on the LORD; be of good courage.'' When we do that the Lord will strengthen our hearts. He is really the great heart specialist. 

Psalm 28

THEME: A cry in the time of trouble 

 

This wonderful little psalm contains a cry -- David is in trouble here. And it is prophetic of Israel during the Tribulation. It is a prayer for judgment upon his enemies and praise for the deliverance he knows will come. This psalm is actually preliminary to the next one. 

 

Unto thee will I cry, O LORD my rock; be not silent to me: lest, if thou be silent to me, I become like them that go down into the pit [Ps. 28:1]. 

 

Israel knew about the "Rock.'' This rock Israel rejected, as Moses lamented, ". . . then he [Israel] forsook God which made him, and lightly esteemed the rock of his salvation'' (Deut. 32:15). A rock is something to stand upon. It provides a sure foundation. The believer in our day also knows about that Rock. The apostle Paul wrote, "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ'' (1Cor. 3:11). 

 

Hear the voice of my supplications, when I cry unto thee, when I lift up my hands toward thy holy oracle [Ps. 28:2]. 

 

The "holy oracle'' was the mercy seat, which was in the tabernacle. The mercy seat Christ has provided is what you and I need to cling to today. 

 

Blessed be the LORD, because he hath heard the voice of my supplications [Ps. 28:6]. 

 

God hears and answers prayer. As a result, David now says: 

 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; my heart trusted in him, and I am helped: therefore my heart greatly rejoiceth; and with my song will I praise him. 

 

The LORD is their strength, and he is the saving strength of his anointed. 

 

Save thy people, and bless thine inheritance: feed them also, and lift them up for ever [Ps. 28:7-9]. 

 

God is power; He is mighty. And He is a shield for protection. He is power and protection. But you say, "Is He my power? Is He my protection?'' He is if your heart trusts in Him. If you trust God, He will help you. He will hear and answer prayer. 

 

What happens when He answers prayer? "With my song will I praise him.'' Oh, my friend, let's not forget to thank Him and praise Him when He answers our prayers! 

 

He is "the saving strength of his anointed'' -- the "anointed'' is the Messiah, Christ, who is so often mentioned in the Psalms as the coming Deliverer for Israel. 

 

He concludes with this plea, "Save thy people,'' or another translation is "Shepherd thy people.'' The anointed One is their Shepherd who will "lift them up forever'' when He comes. It reminds us of what Isaiah wrote, "He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with young'' (Isa. 40:11). 

Psalm 29

THEME: The voice of the Lord in a thunderstorm 

 

The psalm before us is a nature psalm. It is not the first nature psalm, as we have already read Psalm 8; "When I consider thy heavens, the work of thy fingers, the moon and the stars, which thou hast ordained,'' which is a psalm to be read on a good clear night. Then we read Psalm 19, "The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork.'' Then he likens the sun to a bridegroom coming out of his chamber. That is a daytime psalm. Now we come to a psalm that describes a storm. In this psalm is the gloom of the tempest, the clap of thunder, the flash of lightning, and terror on every side. Several years ago a hurricane which they named Camille hit the Gulf Coast. She hurled her might on the other side of New Orleans, around Gulfport, Mississippi. Camille caused millions of dollars worth of damage. In an apartment in that area, several couples decided to have a hurricane party. It was a great beer bust, and I suppose they all got drunk. I understand that most of them were killed when the storm hit. It is too bad to go into eternity like that. I wish they had read Psalm 29 instead. My friend, if you are frightened in a storm, rather than trying to get your courage from a bottle, I suggest you read this magnificent psalm. It has a message in the time of storm. 

 

The structure of this psalm is quite interesting. This is Hebrew poetry of the highest order. Ewald said of this psalm, "This psalm is elaborated with a symmetry of which no more perfect specimen exists in Hebrew.'' Delitzsch called it "The Psalm of seven thunders.'' Perowne said this about it: "This Psalm is a magnificent description of a thunderstorm. Its mighty march from north to south, the desolation and terror which it causes, the peal of thunder, the flash of lightning, even the gathering fury and lull of the elements, are vividly depicted.'' 

 

So Psalm 29 is a song of Hebrew poetry describing a storm. Hebrew poetry is not attained by rhyming. When we think of poetry, we think of rhymes. We like the sentences to end in words that sound alike. Here is an example of one of our modern ditties: "I shoot the hippopotamus with bullets made of platinum. If I used lead ones, his hide were sure to flatten 'em!'' That is not exactly Shakespeare, but it is our kind of poetry. Hebrew poetry is attained by what is known as parallelism, which is repeating a thought in a different way and generally amplifying and enlarging upon it. 

 

The psalm sweeps along with all the freedom and majesty of a storm. There is sort of a lilting triumph here, a glorious abandon, a courageous exultation. 

 

The first two verses are the prologue: "Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, give unto the LORD glory and strength. Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness.'' David lifts our thoughts to the very highest. 

 

Now, the epilogue is the last two verses: "The LORD sitteth upon the flood; yea, the LORD sitteth King for ever. The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with peace.'' The storm with all its fury lashed across the land, but Jehovah was still in control. And, my friend, in the storms of life He is still in control. 

 

Before we look at this psalm in detail, let me say a word about the subject (which is developed in vv. 3-10). Seven times the voice of the Lord is mentioned: "The voice of the LORD is upon the waters . . . the voice of the LORD is powerful . . . the voice of the LORD is full of majesty . . . the voice of the LORD breaketh the cedars'' and so on. 

 

Notice the setting of this psalm. David wrote it. He was an outdoorsman. He was not bottled up in an office. He was not held down to a throne. However, when this storm came, he was not outside; he was in Jerusalem, a city that was beautifully situated. David was in his cedar palace built on Mount Zion, the highest point. He could view the whole land. He could look to the northeast and see the clouds beginning to gather and watch as the storm was getting ready to break. I think most of us are acquainted with the geography of the Holy Land. If you are not, turn to the map in the back of your Bible that shows the location of Jerusalem. 

 

As you look at your map, you will see that the Mediterranean Sea is on your left to the west. Up north there are two ranges of mountains: the Lebanon and the Anti-Lebanon. There is Mount Carmel up there at Haifa and Mount Hermon, the Sea of Galilee on the east, the Valley of Esdraelon, the Jordan River and the Dead Sea. Then there is Mount Ebal and Mount Gerizim in Samaria and the rugged terrain lying immediately north. Bethel, Ai, and Anathoth are just north of Jerusalem. In Jerusalem you look to the west and see Joppa, to the east you see Jericho, and to the south you see the wilderness of Judea, frightful and ominous. David and Amos knew how to survive in that wilderness -- a bishop from San Francisco several years ago didn't know; and he perished there. From David's palace on Mount Zion, the highest point in the city of Jerusalem, he could look over this landscape. 

PROLOGUE (29:1-2)

Give unto the LORD, O ye mighty, give unto the LORD glory and strength. 

 

Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name; worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness [Ps. 29:1-2]. 

 

Notice that the psalm is addressed to the "mighty.'' I agree with Bishop Horne that "the prophet addresses himself to the 'mighty ones of the earth,' exhorting them to 'give' God the glory and to submit themselves to the kingdom of the Messiah.'' 

SUBJECT (29:3-9)

Now we come to the substance of the psalm. The thunderstorm sweeps over the entire land. 

 

We have three strophes, or stanzas, here. 

 

The voice of the LORD is upon the waters: the God of glory thundereth: the LORD is upon many waters. 

 

The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the LORD is full of majesty [Ps. 29:3-4]. 

 

That is the beginning of the storm. Way up in the northwest there is distant thunder and lightning. The storm is gathering. The storm begins to move down toward Jerusalem and the voice of Jehovah is the thunder. In the palace David sees the gathering storm. He hears the wind begin to blow. The clouds become black and angry. They hide the sun and it is dark at midday. There is the low rumble of thunder and the flash of lightning which is streaked and forked. This is not a summer shower. This is not an ordinary storm. It is like the hurricane Camille I mentioned earlier. The storm breaks on the Mediterranean Coast. The waves roll high and break with the sound of a cannon on the shore. The angry waves mount up, and then the storm strikes inland. You can see its mighty march from north to south. Jerusalem will not escape it -- it comes closer and closer. "The voice of the Lord is powerful.'' You can now hear that thunder. It shakes everything. "The voice of the Lord is full of majesty'' -- it is awe-inspiring. 

 

The voice of the LORD breaketh the cedars; yea, the LORD breaketh the cedars of Lebanon [Ps. 29:5]. 

 

As the thunder rolls and rumbles, Lebanon is shaken. The trees are struck by lightning. Mighty Mount Hermon is shaken like a dog shakes a rabbit. As the storm draws nearer to Jerusalem, its approach is majestic and awe-inspiring. It rolls along with the rhythm of the thunder and lightning over the hills. Here it comes, as it begins to roll. 

 

He maketh them also to skip like a calf; Lebanon and Sirion like a young unicorn. 

 

The voice of the LORD divideth the flames of fire [Ps. 29:6-7]. 

 

The lightning is near Jerusalem now. It pops and crackles like heavy guns in a battle. The storm breaks with all its fury. In Jerusalem the streets are deserted. Shutters are slammed. A hush settles over the city. It is the hush before the sledgehammer blow comes. Only the barking of a dog in the Kidron Valley can be heard. Suddenly it comes. Rain descends in torrents. Savage winds hurl themselves against the walls of Jerusalem. A shutter breaks loose. It bangs and makes a tremendous noise. David has been through this before. He waits patiently and listens to the voice of Jehovah. 

 

The voice of the LORD shaketh the wilderness; the LORD shaketh the wilderness of Kadesh [Ps. 29:8]. 

 

Now David sees the storm passing over. It moves away, and the rains let up, and the winds die down. The storm is departing, and the people begin to open their shutters. The storm is departing from Jerusalem and advancing upon the wilderness of Judea to the south and west. Kadesh is down there. Soon the storm is spent in the wilderness of Sinai. The air is fresh, and David can hear the roar of water down in the Kidron Valley. 

 

The voice of the LORD maketh the hinds to calve, and discovereth the forests: and in his temple doth every one speak of his glory [Ps. 29:9]. 

 

The storm did accomplish some good. Animals were frightened, causing some that were carrying young to give birth -- there was no prolonged pain. It also caused some people to go to the temple who had not been there for a long time. They went to the temple to call upon God. The storm has died away and has disappeared in the south. 

EPILOGUE (29:10-11)

The LORD sitteth upon the flood; yea, the LORD sitteth King for ever [Ps. 29:10]. 

 

God was in charge of this storm all of the time, just as He was in charge of the flood. 

 

The LORD will give strength unto his people; the LORD will bless his people with peace [Ps. 29:11]. 

 

The power of God in a storm is great, and it is He who gives strength during a storm. God can strengthen and enable us to go through the storms of life and know what peace is afterward. The storm with all of its fury may lash across the land, but Jehovah is still in control. In every storm of life He is in control, and He will bless His people with peace. 

 

As we have gone through the Psalms, I have called attention to the fact that the Great Tribulation lies ahead for Israel, but God will see His people through it. Armageddon is ahead for these people. The enemy will come from the north and will cover the land, but God is in the storm, and He is in control. What a message this is for Israel. 

 

This psalm has a message for us. We belong to a new creation. We do not belong to the old creation. We belong to the last Adam. "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature [creation]: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new'' (2Cor. 5:17). That is the reason I do not keep the Sabbath day -- it belongs to the old creation. You hear the question: "When was the Sabbath day changed?'' It was never changed. We have been changed and are now joined to a living Christ. Our new day to worship is the first day of the week, the day of resurrection. Adam was given dominion over creation, but he lost it. Christ has recovered it, and the old creation furnishes us with a pattern, an illustration, and the message is here for us today. 

 

There are storms in the new creation, spiritual storms, storms that threaten to destroy us. If you are God's child, you have been through storms, or you are in a storm even now. The last Adam, Jesus Christ, is master of storms. He went through storms with His own. Once when He and His disciples were in a boat, a storm came up on the Sea of Galilee. "And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?'' (Mark 4:37-40). In this instance the Lord quieted the storm, but He does not always do that. Sometimes He just whispers to us, "We are going to make it to the harbor.'' That is important. 

 

I can think of many people who are in the storm today. There is a little Eskimo mother way up yonder in Alaska. She listens to our Thru the Bible Radio program. She lost a son in Vietnam. She is snowed in in the winter, and she wrote to tell me that listening to the Word being taught is helping to carry her through this difficult time. She is in a storm, but God will see her through it. One of these days the storm is going to be over. 

 

I know of a family in Southern California which is going through a storm. A broker in San Francisco wrote and told me that he would have lost his mind if it was not for the fact that the Lord Jesus stood by him. I was in Flagstaff, Arizona, some time ago and, while I was there, a storm gathered. By the time I was ready to leave on the train (I thank the Lord I was not flying), oh! the thunder, lightning, and the rain were furious. But before I arrived at my destination, the storm passed, and the moon came out. It was so wonderful, so beautiful. Are you going through a storm? There are two things you should remember: the storm will end, and the Lord will see you through it. 

Psalm 30

THEME: Hallelujah for healing 

 

This is a psalm and song at the dedication of the house of David. It is a song of praise and worship. After the storm of life is over, there is a song. Some Bible scholars have thought that David wrote this when he brought up the ark to Jerusalem and placed it in the tabernacle he had erected for it. Others have thought that it was written for the dedication of the threshing floor of Araunah, the area where the future temple was to be built. Still others believe it has a prophetic aspect and was David's expression of praise and thanksgiving when God promised to build him a house (2Sam. 7:11). It is interesting to note that in the modern Jewish ritual it is used at the Feast of Chanuka, the Feast of Dedication, which dates back to the time of the Maccabees. 

 

I will extol thee, O LORD; for thou hast lifted me up, and hast not made my foes to rejoice over me. 

 

O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me [Ps. 30:1-2]. 

 

It is my belief, and the belief of many others, that David was once as sick as Hezekiah, and God raised him up. We have no record of what his sickness might have been, but these verses tell us that God healed him. I like this psalm because God did the same thing for me. In fact, I consider this my psalm, because after having cancer, the Lord has permitted me to live. "O LORD my God, I cried unto thee, and thou hast healed me.'' Perhaps I should organize a chorus and call it "The Cancer Chorus,'' of those folk all across the country who have been attacked by the awful monster of cancer and God has sustained them. 

 

O LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from the grave: thou hast kept me alive, that I should not go down to the pit [Ps. 30:3]. 

 

I don't know about you, but I could sing, or at least say, this psalm. It has a great deal of meaning to me. 

 

Sing unto the LORD, O ye saints of his, and give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness [Ps. 30:4]. 

 

We "give thanks at the remembrance of his holiness.'' God didn't heal me because I am some special little pet of His. He didn't heal me because I am a teacher of the Bible. He did it because He is a holy God and He maintains His holiness. He recognizes my sins, and He has saved me by His grace. He hasn't lowered His standard one bit. Again I say, Hallelujah for healing; I praise Him, my Great Physician. I don't have to praise some great man or woman who claims to be a healer. I didn't go to a person like that. I went directly to the Great Physician. Oh, my friend, if you are sick, take your case to the Great Physician, and then call in the best doctor you can get -- because our Great Physician gave him all the skill and wisdom he has (whether or not he recognizes that fact). God is holy. We ought to be thankful that we have a holy God who deals with us in grace. 

 

For his anger endureth but a moment; in his favour is life: weeping may endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning [Ps. 30:5]. 

 

"His anger endureth but a moment.'' The storm will be over. Even if God judges me, His anger endures only for a moment. The Lord has taken me to the woodshed on two or three occasions. My dad used to take me to the woodshed, and I was accustomed to it. He died when I was fourteen years old. Shortly after that, I came to know the Lord as my Savior; and He has been taking me to the woodshed ever since. It is not pleasant to be punished, but His anger does not last forever; it only lasts for a moment. 

 

I cried to thee, O LORD; and unto the LORD I made supplication. 

 

What profit is there in my blood, when I go down to the pit? Shall the dust praise thee? shall it declare thy truth? [Ps. 30:8-9]. 

 

I told the Lord the same thing David did. I said, "Lord, I would love to stay in this life and teach your Word. I am going to be with you a long time when I get to heaven, but I would love to stay on earth a little while longer.'' David talked like that, and I feel akin to him. 

 

Friend, you will find a psalm that fits you. I believe that every person can find a psalm that will be just his size. This one is my size. 

 

To the end that my glory may sing praise to thee, and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever [Ps. 30:12]. 

 

There is nothing I could say to improve this verse. What David said, I want to say. I hope it is what you want to say, too. David's life had changed. He went from sickness to health, from mourning to gladness, and from silence to praise. 

Psalm 31

THEME: A prayer of deliverance from trouble 

 

Most of the psalms are very unfamiliar; yet they comprise one of the richest portions of God's Word. My feeling is that if proper emphasis were given in this section, it would give a different perspective to Scripture, especially relative to God's purposes in the nation Israel. 

 

Practically all of the psalms we have looked at so far have been written by David, and he probably composed the music that went with them. Each psalm has a special meaning for each of us. Here again we see the troubles of the godly. So far in the Psalms there has been a lot of that; but, after all, the godly do have a lot of troubles -- at least the ones I know have troubles. Psalm 31 speaks particularly of the past troubles of David. Also it looks to the future and refers prophetically to the troubles that will come to the nation Israel in the Great Tribulation. Finally, it speaks of the present troubles that we have. This psalm has a message for you and for me. At night when I cannot sleep, I generally turn to the Psalms, particularly to this section. Here I find great comfort and help. 

 

In thee, O LORD, do I put my trust; let me never be ashamed: deliver me in thy righteousness [Ps. 31:1]. 

 

"Deliver me in thy righteousness.'' David knew that God could not lower His standards in order to save sinners. Sin required a penalty; and, if the sinner did not pay it, someone else would have to pay it. God has a plan, and He can save sinners because Someone else has paid the penalty for sin. That Person is His Son, Jesus Christ. Because of this, David goes on to say: 

 

Bow down thine ear to me; deliver me speedily: be thou my strong rock, for an house of defence to save me [Ps. 31:2]. 

 

We need a strong rock -- not just some little pebble. "He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it'' (Matt. 16:15-18). The Rock upon which the church is built is Christ. "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ'' (1Cor. 3:11). The Savior, Jesus Christ, is the strong Rock upon which we can rest. I am reminded of the little Scottish lady who was talking about her salvation and her assurance of it: "There are times when I am frightened and I tremble on the Rock, but the Rock never trembles under me.'' It is a strong Rock. 

 

Now David is not yet through with the Rock. He has more to say. Maybe you could call this the first "rock'' music, although it is a little different from the kind we hear today. 

 

For thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore for thy name's sake lead me, and guide me [Ps. 31:3]. 

 

Is the Lord God your Rock? Is that where you are resting today? Is He your fortress? A fortress is for protection. You need that. 

 

"Therefore for thy name's sake lead me, and guide me'' -- not because I am David the king, but for His name's sake. 

 

Pull me out of the net that they have laid privily for me: for thou art my strength [Ps. 31:4]. 

 

"Pull me out of the net that they have laid privily [secretly] for me.'' 

 

Into thine hand I commit my spirit: thou hast redeemed me, O LORD God of truth [Ps. 31:5]. 

 

At the scene of our Lord's crucifixion we are told, "And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I commend my spirit: and having said thus, he gave up the ghost'' (Luke 23:46). When Stephen, the first martyr, was stoned to death, we are told in Acts 7:59, "And they stoned Stephen, calling upon God, and saying, Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.'' It is interesting that down through the history of the church many martyrs have used that same expression. For instance, when the sentence of degradation was being executed upon John Huss, the bishop pronounced upon him these horrible words: "And now we commit thy soul to the devil.'' And John Huss, in great calmness, stood there and replied, "I commit my spirit into Thy hands, Lord Jesus Christ. Unto Thee I commend my spirit whom Thou hast redeemed.'' When Polycarp was being burned at the stake in Smyrna, these were also his words. Bernard used them; Jerome of Prague used them; Luther and Melancthon and many others have also used them. In fact, Martin Luther said, "Blessed are they who die not only for the Lord, as martyrs; not only in the Lord as believers, but likewise with the Lord, as breathing forth their lives in the words, into Thy hands I commend my spirit.'' 

 

I will be glad and rejoice in thy mercy: for thou hast considered my trouble; thou hast known my soul in adversities [Ps. 31:7]. 

 

Dr. Gaebelein changed this verse a little: "Thou hast seen my troubles; Thou hast seen my soul in adversities.'' I like that better. Twice the psalmist says it. There is great comfort in knowing that God sees you in your trouble. Remember that God said to Moses when He wanted to deliver the children of Israel out of Egypt: ". . . I have surely seen the affliction of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by reason of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows; And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians . . .'' (Exod. 3:7-8). The Lord had seen the affliction of His people. He had heard their groaning. He knew their condition, and He came down to deliver them. 

 

The Gospels record the time the disciples were out on the Sea of Galilee in a boat when they were hit by a storm. It was the dead of night, and the waves were rolling high. They thought it was the end for them. But Mark says, concerning the Lord, "And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them . . .'' (Mark 6:48). I like that. He sees you and me today. He knows our troubles. What a comfort this is. 

 

Now we come to a prayer. 

 

Have mercy upon me, O LORD, for I am in trouble: mine eye is consumed with grief, yea, my soul and my belly [Ps. 31:9]. 

 

Are you in trouble, friend? Instead of whining and telling everybody else about it, why don't you go to the Lord? Say, "Lord, I am in trouble!'' That is what David did. 

 

My times are in thy hand: deliver me from the hand of mine enemies, and from them that persecute me [Ps. 31:15]. 

 

"My times are in thy hand'' is an interesting expression. Many people go to fortune-tellers and have their palms read. They are told that this line means this and another line means something else. All of it is perfect nonsense, but it affords a living for some people; and for others who are trying to get rid of money it provides another way of getting rid of it. But our times are in Christ's hands. "My times are in thy hand'' -- and those are crucified hands. I can see my sin in His hands. And they are the tender hands of a Shepherd. He picked up a lost sheep and put it on His shoulders. My care and protection are in those hands. Some future day He is coming with blessing, and those hands will bless. I rejoice that my times are in His hands. 

 

Make thy face to shine upon thy servant: save me for thy mercies' sake [Ps. 31:16]. 

 

"Make thy face to shine upon thy servant'' is a lovely expression. A Hebrew commentator back in ancient times said, "The face of God is his Anointed, the Messiah.'' You see, God is a spirit. I don't know how He looks or how He feels or how He acts. But the Lord Jesus came down here to show us the Father. He is the face of God. Through Him we know God. It reminds me of the little girl whose mother took her upstairs and tucked her in bed for the night. Soon after she left her, the child began to whimper, and she called to her, "You go to sleep. God is up there with you.'' But the little girl wanted someone to stay with her. Once again her mother told her, "God is up there with you.'' To this the little girl replied, "I know, but I want somebody with a face!'' My friend, that is what all of us need. All of us little children down here want Somebody with a face to be with us. Jesus Christ is God with a face. How wonderful! 

 

Oh how great is thy goodness, which thou hast laid up for them that fear thee; which thou hast wrought for them that trust in thee before the sons of men! [Ps. 31:19]. 

 

How great is the goodness of the Lord! Have you ever told anyone how good God is? Psalm 107:1-2 says, "O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy.'' I find that people like to talk about their neighbors or their children or their father and mother or relatives or their boss or their preacher, but not many people like to talk about the goodness of God. My, how good He is! When was the last time you told someone how good God is? 

Psalm 32

THEME: A psalm of instruction 

 

This psalm has been called a spiritual gem; yet it has been misunderstood. The title is: "A Psalm of David, Maschil.'' Maschil means "to give instruction'' or "to understand.'' This Hebrew word is used especially as it relates to the future of Israel. I can't help but think of the seminaries today that have gone intellectual, depending on high-powered personalities and promotional programs and that type of thing to sell themselves. They emphasize the intellectual. It would be nice if they would turn to this psalm and find out that God has a future for Israel, but it requires a little spiritual gumption to get the point. 

 

I want you to see how the word maschil is used in connection with the nation Israel. In Daniel 11:33 we read, "And they that understand [maschil] among the people shall instruct many: yet they shall fall by the sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, many days.'' Again, in Daniel 11:35 we read, "And some of them of understanding [maschil] shall fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them white, even to the time of the end: because it is yet for a time appointed.'' Daniel 12:3 says, "And they that be wise [maschil] shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.'' In Daniel 12:10 we read, "Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise [maschil] shall understand.'' 

 

In the New Testament, the Lord Jesus, in speaking of the time of the trouble coming in the future for the nation Israel, says in Matthew 24:15, "When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso readeth, let him understand [maschil]:).'' The Lord was saying that when they see the abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet, it is time to run for their lives. I don't know what the abomination of desolation is. I have read quite a few books by men who thought they knew what it is. It took some of them two or three chapters to make it clear that they didn't know what it is. I can say it in one sentence: I don't know what it is. I am not looking for the abomination of desolation; I am looking for the Lord Jesus Christ. Notice that at the end of Matthew 24:15 the Lord said, ". . . whoso readeth, let him understand.'' 

 

In the Book of Revelation, chapters 6-18, we are told more about the Great Tribulation period. In Revelation 13, which tells us about two beasts and the world dictatorship that is coming, we read, "Here is wisdom. Let him that hath understanding count the number of the beast: for it is the number of a man; and his number is Six hundred threescore and six'' (Rev. 13:18). Numerous books have been written about the number 666. Do you want to know what that number means? I can give you an answer: I don't know! Those who have written the books about the number 666 don't know either -- they just think they know. It will be a day when God will reveal Himself to His people. Psalm 32 is a maschil psalm. It will be instruction for God's people in a future day. Right now it is a psalm of instruction for us. 

 

Psalm 32 has been called a penitential psalm, that is, a confession of David. I disagree with that. Psalm 51 is David's prayer of confession after Nathan said to him, 'Thou art the man'' (2Sam. 12:7). In that psalm he asks for forgiveness. In Psalm 32 is the record of the confession, the forgiveness received, and the blessedness of his complete restoration. In Psalm 51:12-13 David says, "Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.'' David promises if the Lord will forgive him for his sin that he will teach sinners His ways. That is what David is doing in Psalm 32 -- instructing. So Psalm 32 is not a penitential psalm, but one of instruction. 

 

Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered [Ps. 32:1]. 

 

David is giving instruction here. He is telling us that he had made his confession to God, was forgiven, and had found complete restoration. He found shelter in God and was given a song of deliverance. 

 

The word blessed in this verse means "happy.'' We have seen this word before in Psalm 1; "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful'' (Ps. 1:1). The blessedness in Psalm 1 is that which only a perfect man can enjoy. I don't know about you, but I am not perfect. Psalm 1 actually speaks of the Lord Jesus who was the perfect man. "Blessed is the man that walketh not . . . that standeth not . . . and that sitteth not'' (Paraphrase mine). That tells what the perfect man does not do. "But his delight is in the law of the LORD . . .'' (v. 2). That Law condemns us. It did not condemn the Lord Jesus Christ. The law written in commandments and ordinances cannot give man blessedness. It demands a perfect obedience which man cannot attain, and thus it pronounces a curse on him. Galatians 3:10 tells us, "For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them.'' There is no man who can honestly say that he measures up to God's Law. If you can say that you measure up to the Law, then you can ask the Lord Jesus to move over from the right hand of God because that is your seat -- you are perfect. Friend, neither you nor I are perfect, but the Lord Jesus Christ is perfect. 

 

In Psalm 32:1 it is the blessedness of a man whose sin has been forgiven. Christ died for our sins; and, in His death as substitute for sinners, He met and satisfied the righteousness of God. So now the holy God can be a just God and a Savior -- He can be just and the justifier of all those who believe in Jesus. When faith is exercised in Christ, it is counted for righteousness. In Romans 4:5 we read, "But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.'' In this way thousands of Old Testament believers, beginning with Adam and Eve who looked for the Seed of the woman, were saved in anticipation of the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ. David is expressing the blessedness, the happiness of a man whose sins had been forgiven. 

 

Blessed is the man unto whom the LORD imputeth not iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no guile [Ps. 32:2]. 

 

God does not impute sin (or make sin over to the sinner) who trusts in Christ. That sin was put on Christ, "Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification'' (Rom. 4:25). "He knew no sin, but was made sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of God in him'' (Paraphrase mine). What a wonderful thing God has done for us in Christ! 

 

David relates his experience in trying to hide his sin. 

 

When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long [Ps. 32:3]. 

 

He had sat on the throne, looked around at the crowd, and said, "Nobody here knows what I have done. Nobody knows about my sin. I have hidden it pretty well.'' But David's conscience bothered him. In fact, this verse tells us that even his bones bothered him. He began to lose weight, and his friends around him became uneasy. They felt that he needed to see a doctor -- that he was probably suffering from some serious disease. But he just kept going through this agony from day to day. 

 

For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer. Selah [Ps. 32:4]. 

 

If you are a child of God, you can sin, but you cannot get by with it. That is the difference between the saved and the unsaved man. If you are a man of the world, you can get by with your sin temporarily, but a child of God cannot. The hand of God was heavy upon David day and night. Paul says, "For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world'' (1Cor. 11:31-32). If we do not judge ourselves, then God is going to judge us. God takes His own child to the woodshed for punishment. 

 

Sometime after David's sin, the prophet Nathan came to David to reprove him, and he said, "David, I have a little story to tell you.'' This is the story: ". . . There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity. And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man . . .'' (2Sam. 12:1-7). Then David confessed his sin. 

 

I acknowledged my sin unto thee, and mine iniquity have I not hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD; and thou forgavest the iniquity of my sin. Selah [Ps. 32:5]. 

 

This is good instruction for you and me, is it not? If you are out of fellowship with God today, David in this verse tells about the way back. "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness'' (1John 1:9). 

 

For this shall every one that is godly pray unto thee in a time when thou mayest be found: surely in the floods of great waters they shall not come nigh unto him [Ps. 32:6]. 

 

When David refers to the "floods of great waters,'' I think he is referring to the flood of Noah's time. Noah was in the ark when the Flood came, and that flood which destroyed others simply lifted him up because he was in the ark. The waters of judgment could not reach Noah. There is going to be another time of great judgment coming upon the earth, but it will not be a flood of water; it will be fire. What can you do at a time like that? 

 

Thou art my hiding place; thou shalt preserve me from trouble; thou shalt compass me about with songs of deliverance. Selah [Ps. 32:7]. 

 

This verse ends with the word Selah, which means "to stop, look, and listen.'' Think over what has been said. Selah is a musical rest, and I have a notion the orchestra did not play at this time, nor did the chorus sing. It was a time of silence so you could think over what had been sung. Think it over, friend. Have you lost fellowship with God? Do you need a hiding place? Well, God can be your hiding place. 

 

I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye [Ps. 32:8]. 

 

You have to be very close to the Lord if you are going to be guided with His eye. 

 

Now God uses a humorous comparison. 

 

Be ye not as the horse, or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle, lest they come near unto thee [Ps. 32:9]. 

 

There are many Christians who do not orbit in the will of God. They are way up in space; yet God will guide them by His overruling providence, as we learn in the little Book of Esther. He compares a believer who will not be led by God to an old hard-headed mule. It reminds me of the man in Texas who visited his friend who owned a little donkey. They hitched it to the wagon intending to take a ride and visit some mutual friends. Before they got in the wagon, the owner reached into the wagon, took out a two-by-four, and hit the donkey over the head. The man asked his friend, "Why in the world did you do that?'' His friend replied, "I do that to get his attention.'' Many of us are like that donkey. That is why Scripture says, "Be ye not as the horse or as the mule, which have no understanding: whose mouth must be held in with bit and bridle.'' 

 

This psalm closes on a high note. 

 

Many sorrows shall be to the wicked: but he that trusteth in the LORD, mercy shall compass him about. 

 

Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart [Ps. 32:10-11]. 

 

Whoever you are and wherever you are, if you know the Lord Jesus Christ as your Savior, you can lift up your heart in great joy to God. 

Psalm 33

THEME: A song of praise from a redeemed people 

 

In this psalm we find the praises of redeemed people. God is worshiped as the Creator and as providential Ruler. He is praised for his majestic and matchless grace. For the first time musical instruments are plainly mentioned in the text itself. This is one of the orphanic (orphan) psalms because the author's name is not given. It is one in this segment of psalms that David may not have written. 

 

Rejoice in the LORD, O ye righteous: for praise is comely for the upright [Ps. 33:1]. 

 

We are to rejoice in the presence of God. This is a beautiful psalm of praise. It sounds like David, and it is possible that he could have written it. 

 

Praise the LORD with harp: sing unto him with the psaltery and an instrument of ten strings [Ps. 33:2]. 

 

The psaltery is a stringed instrument resembling a zither. 

 

Sing unto him a new song: play skilfully with a loud noise [Ps. 33:3]. 

 

We are to sing a new song unto the Lord. What is that new song? Several psalms speak of a new song that will be sung in the future. I think when the time comes to sing that new song there will be new singers also. I am going to have a new body, and I think I will be able to sing. I hope the Lord will let me sing in heaven. Revelation 5:9 says, "And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation.'' The psalmist exhorts us to sing a song of praise to God because He is our Creator, but the new song we will sing in heaven will be because the Lord Jesus Christ is our Redeemer. In Revelation 14:3 we read, "And they sung as it were a new song before the throne, and before the four beasts, and the elders: and no man could learn that song but the hundred and forty and four thousand, which were redeemed from the earth.'' A new song will be sung in the future. 

 

In this verse we are also told that we are to "play skilfully.'' Friend, I believe that if you are going to sing before a group of people you should sing well. Church music is in a sad state today. I visit many churches and hear many people sing who do not have a gift for singing. You may not be a trained musician, but you should be dead sure that you can sing and that your voice is a gift of the Spirit which He can use for the profit and building up of the church. Otherwise your effort will be an exercise in futility. And don't try to hit a high "C'' when you cannot even hit a high "A'' or "B'' -- that is an exercise in futility also! 

 

For the word of the LORD is right; and all his works are done in truth [Ps. 33:4]. 

 

Notice the Word of God and the works of God, meaning His creative works. 

 

By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by the breath of his mouth [Ps. 33:6]. 

 

The Word of God is powerful! I once saw a demonstration by a singer who broke two or three glasses by hitting a high note. God used His voice to create, not destroy. He brought the universe into existence by His word. He said, ". . . Let there be light: and there was light'' (Gen. 1:3). There is power in light, electrical power and electronic power. Do you realize that all of that came into existence when God spoke? God spoke into existence all created things. Vegetation, animal life, and man were all created by God's word. What tremendous power there is in His Word! I don't know how He did it, but I do know that God did it, and that is the important thing. 

 

The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: he maketh the devices of the people of none effect [Ps. 33:10]. 

 

The United Nations has selected to put up a verse like Isaiah 2:4 which says in part, ". . . and they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.'' They have used the wrong verse because it doesn't look to me like they are doing much beating -- they are beating each other but not swords into plowshares. Instead, Psalm 33:10 should be written over the United Nations: "The LORD bringeth the counsel of the heathen [nations] to nought.'' That would be appropriate. Witness the past: the League of Nations, and before that, the Hague Conference on Peace, all came to naught. Do you know something else? I know I will be criticized for saying this, but the United Nations is also going to come to naught, because they have left God out. 

 

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD; and the people whom he hath chosen for his own inheritance [Ps. 33:12]. 

 

This is a verse I would love to put up in Washington so that the president and all of Congress could see it. 

 

The LORD looketh from heaven; he beholdeth all the sons of men [Ps. 33:13]. 

 

God sees the United Nations. He sees the president of the United States. He sees the Congress. He sees you. He sees me. No one escapes His eye. 

 

There is no king saved by the multitude of an host: a mighty man is not delivered by much strength [Ps. 33:16]. 

 

Napoleon said that God is on the side of the greatest battalion, but he demonstrated he was wrong, because at the Battle of Waterloo Napoleon had the greatest battalion and lost. God is not on the side of the one who has the biggest bomb, either. 

 

Behold, the eye of the LORD is upon them that fear him, upon them that hope in his mercy [Ps. 33:18]. 

 

How wonderful this is! 

 

For our heart shall rejoice in him, because we have trusted in his holy name [Ps. 33:21]. 

 

When we trust in the name of God, our hearts will rejoice. May I make a suggestion? Why don't you saturate yourself with the Psalms? Instead of running around attending all of the conferences which tell you about new methods of running Sunday school, running the church, or doing this or that, why don't you stay home and read the Psalms? When you are saturated with this portion of God's Word, it not only will bring comfort to your heart, it will solve 99.4 percent of the problems of the church. Oh, that it might become meaningful to you personally and be translated into shoe leather! This is a rich area of the Word of God. 

Psalm 34

THEME: A song of praise for deliverance 

 

This psalm has an explanation, which is part of the inspired text: "A Psalm of David, when he changed his behaviour before Abimelech; who drove him away, and he departed.'' This provides me with a fine opportunity to illustrate something that the critic has used to discredit the Word of God, which has led many uninstructed folks away from believing in the integrity and the inerrancy of Scripture. The occasion for this psalm goes back to an incident that is recorded in the life of David. You will recall that King Saul was after David. This young man was fleeing for his life and hiding in one cave after another. He was in that region of wilderness down toward the Dead Sea, and not many people can survive in that area. I have been driven through it, but I would not want to drive through it alone. David was able to survive in that wilderness, but he did grow weary; and his faith got very weak. He thought he was going to be destroyed, so he went west to the land of the Philistines. The king of the Philistines received David at that time, but some of his men distrusted him. "And the servants of Achish said unto him, Is not this David the king of the land? did they not sing one to another of him in dances, saying, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands? And David laid up these words in his heart, and was sore afraid of Achish the king of Gath'' (1Sam. 21:11-12). David realized that he was in real danger there in enemy territory, so he acted like an insane man. The king was disgusted at having an insane man in his presence, and he sent him away. So David's life was spared at this time. When David escaped and returned to the wilderness of Israel to hide, I think he was lying there in the safety of a cave, thinking, I should have trusted God. 

 

Now if you turn back to 1Samuel 21 and read the record, you will note that the king of Gath is called Achish, and in Psalm 34 he is called Abimelech. The critic sees this and says that it is quite obvious this is not an inspired psalm of David, and that this is an error in the Bible. The problem with the critic is that he looks only where he wants to look. Abimelech is a general title of royalty, just as Pharaoh was a general title in Egypt. 

 

When I was teaching in a Bible institute a young fellow brought this problem of Achish and Abimelech to me. He said he believed in the inspiration of the Scriptures, but this was obviously an error, and he was greatly distressed by it. Of course, it was simply a lack of knowledge on his part. Remember, when you think you find an error in the Bible, the problem is not with the Bible but with you. That is the problem the critics have today. 

 

As we consider this psalm, think of it in the light of David's experience. 

 

I will bless the LORD at all times: his praise shall continually be in my mouth [Ps. 34:1]. 

 

When you are in trouble, do you feel discouraged and defeated? David did. He kept running, running, running, and it looked like it would never come to an end. He lost heart and was discouraged. He thought, One of these days I will be killed. Yet he says, "I will bless the LORD at all times.'' My friend, I do pretty well in praising the Lord on a good sunshiny day and when things go right, but it is not so easy when things become difficult. Yet David could say, "His praise shall continually be in my mouth.'' 

 

My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad [Ps. 34:2]. 

 

David's attitude was a testimony for the Lord. 

 

O magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together [Ps. 34:3]. 

 

I have thought about putting this verse on the letterhead we use at our Thru the Bible Radio headquarters. I want you to join with me in magnifying the Lord. We are going to find out in one of the psalms that the Word of God and the name of God are just about the same. Both are important. We want to get out the Word of God because it will magnify the name of the Lord. I would like to say with the psalmist, O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt His name together, in getting out the Word of God today. 

 

The first three verses are sheer praise to God; they are the Hallelujah Chorus. Now he gives us the reason for his praise. 

 

I sought the LORD, and he heard me, and delivered me from all my fears [Ps. 34:4]. 

 

How wonderful! 

 

They looked unto him, and were lightened: and their faces were not ashamed. 

 

This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him, and saved him out of all his troubles [Ps. 34:5-6]. 

 

How thankful David was for God's deliverance. And, friend, I thank God for the way He has led me. I am sure you do, too. 

 

The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them [Ps. 34:7]. 

 

The Angel of the Lord is mentioned only three times in the Psalms. He is mentioned in Psalm 34:7 and in Psalm 35:5-6 and that is all. I am not going to go into any detail about this subject, but I believe the Angel of the Lord is the preincarnate Christ. You do not find the Angel of the Lord in the New Testament because the Lord is no longer an angel, but a Man. When He appeared in the Old Testament as an angel, He was none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. In this verse the psalmist tells us that the "angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.'' In Hebrews 13:5 the Lord Jesus says, ". . . I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.'' In Matthew 28:20 the Lord says, ". . . lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.'' 

 

Now David extends an invitation: 

 

O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him [Ps. 34:8]. 

 

David says, "If you don't believe what I have said is true, taste for yourself and see that the Lord is good.'' Blessed or happy is the man who trusts in the Lord. There is nothing like it. 

 

David had been hunted by Saul for a long time. He had hidden in caves and had become a rugged outdoorsman. He had seen the sight mentioned in the following verse. 

 

The young lions do lack, and suffer hunger: but they that seek the LORD shall not want any good thing [Ps. 34:10]. 

 

David had seen hungry little lion cubs whining for something to eat. He also had seen that those who had sought the Lord had not lacked any good thing. If a lioness can take care of her little cubs, God can take care of you and me. David learned that by experience. This is putting Christianity into shoe leather, and we need it in shoe leather. I am tired of Sunday morning Christianity. People come to church, sing a few hymns, listen to the sermon, and sing the Doxology. That just about ends it for many folks. I love what a broker in San Francisco wrote -- it was one of the nicest things anyone had said: "You do not sound like you are speaking behind a stained glass window.'' I thank God for that. There is nothing wrong with speaking behind stained glass windows -- I did that for forty years -- but I would rather it sounded as if it came from the market place, the schoolroom, the office, and the workshop. David had experienced God's care. He knew it was real. 

 

Keep thy tongue from evil, and thy lips from speaking guile [Ps. 34:13]. 

 

This is something that I need to learn. Perhaps you also need to learn it. 

 

The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears are open unto their cry [Ps. 34:15]. 

 

God hears and answers prayer. It may not be the answer we were expecting, because sometimes He says no. 

 

The face of the LORD is against them that do evil, to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth [Ps. 34:16]. 

 

There is a lot of sentimental rot today in dramatic productions of some old low-down sinner who deserts his wife and baby so he can live a life of sin. Maybe he becomes a thief or a murderer, but one day he comes home and finds his little child sick. He gets down by the side of the bed and prays. This kind of story brings boo-hoos all over the audience. I don't know about you, but it turns my tummy. Do you know why? God says, "I don't hear the prayer of a man like that.'' Such a person has no right to go to God and ask Him for anything except salvation. You don't even have to ask for forgiveness. He's got forgiveness for you. All you have to do is confess yourself a sinner and trust Christ as your Savior. He will automatically forgive you. ". . . Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved . . .'' (Acts 16:31). 

 

The LORD is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and saveth such as be of a contrite spirit [Ps. 34:18]. 

 

If a person is willing to take the place of humility, come to the Lord as a sinner and trust Him, the Lord will be near to him. Now if that old reprobate who got down by the bed and prayed for his sick child will acknowledge his sin and accept Jesus Christ as his Savior, then God will hear his prayer for his child. The Lord is near those who have a broken heart. 

 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous: but the LORD delivereth him out of them all [Ps. 34:19]. 

 

No one is free from trouble -- regardless of who he is. But when we are God's children we can expect God's deliverance. Oh, how good He is. Let's bless Him at all times, even as David did. 

Psalm 35

THEME: A plea for deliverance from his enemies 

 

This is a psalm that David wrote during the days of the persecution by King Saul. 1Samuel 24 probably contains the background for this psalm. It is David's powerful appeal to a righteous God to execute judgment upon the enemies of God and the persecutors of His righteous people. 

 

There are folk who say that this is not the kind of prayer a Christian should pray and that the Lord Jesus did not talk like this. However, the Lord Jesus did give a parable about a widow who went to a judge saying, "Avenge me of mine adversary.'' That judge took a long time to do it, but he finally saw that the widow got justice. It is a parable by contrast. God is not an unfeeling, hardheaded judge. God is gracious, wonderful, and eager to help His children, and we are to turn over to Him our grievances. And Paul gives believers this admonition: "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord'' (Rom. 12:19). You and I are not to take vengeance. We are to turn that over to God -- it is His department. He will handle it better than either you or I will handle it. 

 

I want to speak quite frankly. I have turned several people over to the Lord when what I wanted to do was smack them in the mouth. There is no use beating around the bush -- I have that feeling sometimes. I know a man who is a liar; yet he pretends to be an outstanding Christian and carries a big Bible under his arm! God told me, "Vernon, don't hit him in the mouth. That would be wrong -- you wouldn't be walking by faith. You trust Me. Vengeance is mine. I will repay.'' So I turned that man over to the Lord. I think the Lord will spank him. We need to learn to walk the pathway of faith. 

 

When David wrote this psalm, he was in trouble. He was running away from Saul. Yet when David had an opportunity to kill Saul, he refused to do it. Saul knew that David had spared his life, and in 1Samuel 24 Saul even said to him that he knew God had given the kingdom to David and admitted that David was more righteous than he was. Yet he continued to treat David as an enemy instead of bringing him home in peace. 

 

David's imprecatory prayer is not only personal but prophetic. David's persecution pictures the remnant of Israel during the Tribulation period. The cry for righteous judgment will be answered when the Lord Jesus Christ comes the second time. He will execute judgment and will deliver God's elect. 

 

Let them be confounded and put to shame that seek after my soul: let them be turned back and brought to confusion that devise my hurt. 

 

Let them be as chaff before the wind: and let the angel of the LORD chase them [Ps. 35:4-5]. 

 

David wanted to turn it over to the Lord, you see. 

 

Here is the second mention of the "angel of the LORD'' -- the first was in Psalm 34:7. Again let me say that I believe the Angel of the Lord is none other than the preincarnate Christ. He is the deliverer and the executor of judgment. 

 

Let their way be dark and slippery: and let the angel of the LORD persecute them. 

 

For without cause have they hid for me their net in a pit, which without cause they have digged for my soul. 

 

Let destruction come upon him at unawares; and let his net that he hath hid catch himself: into that very destruction let him fall [Ps. 35:6-8]. 

 

This sounds extreme! It is an imprecatory prayer. I do think it is inconsistent for a Christian to pray a prayer like that today since God has told us to turn things over to Him. But if you think God is not going to take vengeance on evildoers, you are mistaken. He will do it without being vindictive. He will do it in justice and in righteousness and in holiness. We do well in turning over to God our grievances because He is going to make things right. This is a great psalm, a great comfort and solace for the soul of man. 

 

Now listen to David after he has prayed that prayer. 

 

And my soul shall be joyful in the LORD: it shall rejoice in his salvation. 

 

All my bones shall say, LORD, who is like unto thee, which deliverest the poor from him that is too strong for him, yea, the poor and the needy from him that spoileth him? [Ps. 35:9-10]. 

 

At this time in David's life he was a very poor man. While he was in exile there came to him men who were in debt, men who were in distress, and men who were discontented. These were his companions, and they shared his rugged existence and his poverty. But God was with them, and He "delivered the poor from him that was too strong for him.'' 

 

With hypocritical mockers in feasts, they gnashed upon me with their teeth [Ps. 35:16]. 

 

A mocker in that day was a court jester who was hired to amuse the guests at a banquet. In this case they would make fun of David for running away and hiding from Saul. They probably would say, "He could slay the giant Goliath, but he is afraid of King Saul.'' 

 

Hypocritical mockers are about us today, and you will find them in the church. I was a pastor for a long time, and I have seen them. Since I am no longer a pastor, I am in a position to say some things that need to be said. Mockers hurt the testimony of the church. The church is the bride of Christ; God still has a purpose for her, and somebody needs to do some cleaning up on the inside. We are not to judge the world, but we are to judge the things inside the church. There are those who ridicule God's men, and they lie about God's men -- doing it in a most pious way. They are hypocritical mockers. They are jesters in the court of God, ridiculing God's men. 

 

My friend, it is good to know that although the righteous do suffer ridicule and even affliction, and although the enemy rejoices over their suffering, the end is always deliverance. In God's kingdom the righteous will have their share. 

Psalm 36

THEME: A picture of the wicked 

 

This psalm has the inscription of David as the "servant of Jehovah.'' The psalm gives us a view of the human heart, which is wicked. You may not believe this, but every human being has a wicked heart. Jeremiah 17:9 tells us, "The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?'' Fortunately God has a remedy for heart trouble. 

 

The transgression of the wicked saith within my heart, that there is no fear of God before his eyes [Ps. 36:1]. 

 

The Septuagint translation, which is the Greek translation made by the seventy in Egypt, of this verse reads, "The wicked hath an oracle of transgression in his heart.'' What is that oracle of transgression in the heart? It is the old nature that everyone has, the Adamic nature. In Matthew 15:19 the Lord Jesus Christ says, "For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.'' It's an ugly brood that comes out of the human heart. 

 

"There is no fear of God before their eyes'' is quoted by Paul in Romans 3:18. This is a revelation of the wicked. "The wicked hath an oracle of transgression in his heart.'' That old evil nature has a hold on mankind. To those who say, "Let your conscience be your guide,'' I want to say, "Your conscience is not your guide.'' The Holy Spirit is your guide. Your conscience is like a barometer that will let you know if what you have done is right or wrong. Let the Holy Spirit be your guide. Your conscience is that which will prick you after you have done something wrong. 

 

For he flattereth himself in his own eyes, until his iniquity be found to be hateful [Ps. 36:2]. 

 

Matthew Henry, in his commentary, makes a very interesting statement in this connection. He says that sinners are self-destroyed. "They are self-destroyers by being self-flatterers; Satan could not deceive them, if they did not deceive themselves. But will the cheat last always? No, the day is coming when the sinner will be undeceived, when his iniquity shall be found hateful.'' I think that one of the things the lost will have to live with throughout eternity is an old nature that he is going to learn to hate. That is the thing that will make his own little hell on the inside of his skin! 

 

The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit: he hath left off to be wise, and to do good [Ps. 36:3]. 

 

On the golf course I met a man, a fine-looking man who had retired from an excellent position. All that came out of his mouth was iniquity. In every breath he uttered he took God's name in vain. "The words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit.'' 

 

He deviseth mischief upon his bed; he setteth himself in a way that is not good; he abhorreth not evil [Ps. 36:4]. 

 

In his bed he plans the evil he is going to do the next day. This is a frightful picture! 

 

Now we have a picture of what God is: 

 

Thy mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; and thy faithfulness reacheth unto the clouds. 

 

Thy righteousness is like the great mountains; thy judgments are a great deep: O LORD, thou preservest man and beast. 

 

How excellent is thy lovingkindness, O God! therefore the children of men put their trust under the shadow of thy wings [Ps. 36:5-7]. 

 

What blessed, wonderful words these are. This is the God that man rejects. This is the God whom men do not fear. The wicked do not know this God, and they have no idea what it is like to be under His wings. That is the place where the righteous take refuge. I like to talk about the wings of Jehovah. In Exodus 19:4 God told Israel, "Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself.'' Under His wings there is protection, security, rest, and the warmth of God's love. Jesus said, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!'' (Matt. 23:37). This is the God that many people are rejecting today! 

 

Let not the foot of pride come against me, and let not the hand of the wicked remove me. 

 

There are the workers of iniquity fallen: they are cast down, and shall not be able to rise [Ps. 36:11-12]. 

 

David prays that God will continue giving His mercy and grace to him so that he will not fall under the hand of the wicked. This is something that every believer should pray. We live in a wicked, mean world. My prayer has always been, "Oh, God, don't let me fall into the hands of the wicked.'' 

Psalm 37

THEME: A promise of future blessing 

 

This is a psalm of David. It is an experience of David and a promise of future blessing to the remnant of Israel written in the form of an acrostic. Each verse in this psalm begins with a letter of the Hebrew alphabet. There are forty verses in Psalm 37, which means two verses would begin with each letter of the Hebrew alphabet. For example, two verses of this psalm begin with Aleph, two verses with Beth, two verses with Gimel, etc., right through the alphabet. That is the way we instruct our children. I still remember a book I got when I was a little fellow: "A is for apple, B is for baby, C is for cat,'' etc., with illustrating pictures for each. This psalm is constructed in a similar way. It has been a great blessing to God's people down through the years, although it is often misapplied. 

 

Fret not thyself because of evildoers, neither be thou envious against the workers of iniquity. 

 

For they shall soon be cut down like the grass, and wither as the green herb [Ps. 37:1-2]. 

 

The prosperity of evildoers troubled David a great deal. It is a subject that is dealt with in Psalm 73 and one that is presented elsewhere in the Old Testament. Why do the godless people seem to prosper? In the Old Testament, God promised believers earthly and material prosperity. He has not promised that to believers today. Our hope is in heaven, not on earth. But the hope of Israel was upon the earth. The man of that day looked about and saw the ungodly prosper. He could see the fields of the ungodly being watered by the rain and flourishing, while down the road a poor righteous man was having a hard time. It was difficult to understand the reason for this. 

 

David came to the conclusion, as Asaph did in Psalm 73, that someday the wicked would be cut down just like the grass. A few years ago I had people in my congregation who could not understand why God would permit Hitler to do the things he was doing. Why, he almost won World War II. Why would God permit a man like Mussolini to do some of the things he did? But where are these men today? Just give God time. He will deal with the wicked. It is the end of the ungodly that we need to consider. If it disturbs you when you look around today and see the wicked prospering, there are several things you can do to solve your problem. 

 

Trust in the LORD, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed [Ps. 37:3]. 

 

This was a promise to God's earthly people. He told them, "Don't worry about the wicked. You trust in Me, and I will take care of you.'' 

 

Delight thyself also in the LORD; and he shall give thee the desires of thine heart [Ps. 37:4]. 

 

This was a promise for Israel, but it also applies to us today. I am not sure that He is going to bless your business, but He has already blessed you with spiritual blessings, and He will shower on you all of the spiritual blessings you can contain. Then notice what we are to do. We are to delight ourselves in the Lord. 

 

Now, there is something else that we can do. 

 

Commit thy way unto the LORD: trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass [Ps. 37:5]. 

 

"Commit thy way unto the LORD.'' Many Christians criticize and find fault with God -- they have not committed their way to the Lord. 

 

"Trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.'' Give God time. He will work things out in your life. God is good, my friend. The heathen concept of God is as a terrible Being. Their idols are hideous. Many Christians view God that way. They think of Him as sort of a villain who will turn on you at any moment. He never will -- He is your Friend. He loves you. He wants to save you, but you have to commit your way to Him. 

 

Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass [Ps. 37:7]. 

 

Here is another thing to do: "Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him.'' How wonderful it is. When the wicked prosper, don't fret. When the ungodly bring their wicked devices to pass, don't let it disturb you. Don't get "uptight'' about it. 

 

Cease from anger, and forsake wrath: fret not thyself in any wise to do evil [Ps. 37:8]. 

 

"Cease from anger'' -- don't lose your temper. 

 

If you do evil, don't think you can get by with it. If you are God's child, you will find yourself in deep trouble if you try to get by with evil. 

 

For evildoers shall be cut off: but those that wait upon the LORD, they shall inherit the earth [Ps. 37:9]. 

 

God will see to it that those who wait upon the Lord will one day inherit the earth. The wicked are going to be cut off. 

 

But the meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the abundance of peace [Ps. 37:11]. 

 

Someday the meek shall inherit the earth. The day will come when God will put His people on the earth. I heard a preacher say, "God is going to save so many people that there won't be enough room for them on earth, so He made heaven to take care of the overflow.'' Heaven is not for the overflow; it is for the church. Israel will inherit the earth. To make a statement like that preacher did is to hopelessly confuse the purposes of God. 

 

The wicked have drawn out the sword, and have bent their bow, to cast down the poor and needy, and to slay such as be of upright conversation [Ps. 37:14]. 

 

The Scripture makes it clear that if you take the sword, that is the way you will perish. 

 

A little that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked [Ps. 37:16]. 

 

Having traveled a lot in the course of my ministry, I have been in the homes of very poor saints and also in the homes of some very rich saints. It has been my experience that the happiest saints are those who do not have so much. God seems to see to that. 

 

But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the LORD shall be as the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away [Ps. 37:20]. 

 

The wicked are going to perish. Don't concern yourself with their prosperity. That is God's department, and He will take care of it. 

 

The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way [Ps. 37:23]. 

 

"The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD,'' that is, they are established by the Lord on a foundation that is the Rock -- and the Rock is Christ. 

 

"He delighteth in his way.'' Does God delight in you today? God could point to Job -- who was not sinless by any means -- but God took delight in him. 

 

The righteous shall inherit the land, and dwell therein for ever [Ps. 37:29]. 

 

This verse again tells us that God is going to make good His promise to Abraham and to the children of Israel. He promised them earthly blessings. He did not promise that to you and me. We are blessed with all spiritual blessings. You will be confused if you believe God has promised you earthly blessings. It is true that many Christians are blessed with material things, but that is surplus. It is an added blessing; and, if God has blessed you that way, you have a tremendous responsibility. I feel sorry for some of the rich saints who are not using their money the way God wants them to use it. 

 

Mark the perfect man, and behold the upright: for the end of that man is peace. 

 

But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off [Ps. 37:37-38]. 

 

The "perfect man'' is one who is perfect toward God in that he trusts God and rests upon his salvation. The end of the upright man is peace. God will see to that. 

 

"The end of the wicked shall be cut off.'' The transgressors will be destroyed and the wicked shall be cut off. Mark that down. It is as sure as the law of gravitation. 

Psalm 38

THEME: A penitential psalm involving physical disease 

 

This is entitled "A Psalm of David, to bring to remembrance'' and is classed as a penitential psalm. It is David's confession and concerns physical sickness. David is very ill. His body is wasting away. We have no record of his having this illness, but we have seen before that he thanked God for his healing. 

 

O LORD, rebuke me not in thy wrath: neither chasten me in thy hot displeasure [Ps. 38:1]. 

 

David, in deep distress, prays that God will not judge him in anger. 

 

For thine arrows stick fast in me, and thy hand presseth me sore [Ps. 38:2]. 

 

This is real conviction. 

 

There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because of my sin [Ps. 38:3]. 

 

David's physical sickness is the result of sin. 

 

For mine iniquities are gone over mine head: as an heavy burden they are too heavy for me [Ps. 38:4]. 

 

You and I cannot carry our burdens, friend, and we especially cannot carry the burden of sin. We must give that burden to God. 

 

My wounds stink and are corrupt because of my foolishness. 

 

I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; I go mourning all the day long. 

 

For my loins are filled with a loathsome disease: and there is no soundness in my flesh. 

 

I am feeble and sore broken: I have roared by reason of the disquietness of my heart [Ps. 38:5-8]. 

 

Disease, the result of his foolishness, is followed by mental anguish. In the first church in which I served, there was a doctor in the congregation. He called me into his office one day and showed me this psalm. He said, "There are many people who believe that David had a venereal disease. I was told that in medical school, but I do not agree with it.'' He asked me what I thought. Well, I agreed with him that I would not accept that diagnosis. 

 

Regarding the prophetic aspect of this psalm, some have interpreted it as being a description of the condition of Christ on the cross, that when Christ bore our sins, He also bore our diseases and actually took in His own body all the diseases of mankind. 

 

This could not be true, because disease is the result of sin, and there was no sin in Him. Concerning His birth, Luke 1:35 says, "And the angel answered and said unto her, The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.'' He was holy -- He was not born with a sin nature. Of Christ's earthly life the Father said, ". . . Thou art my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased'' (Mark 1:11). Toward the end of His life on earth the Lord Jesus said, "Which of you convinceth me of sin? . . .'' (John 8:46). Jesus was holy, harmless, and separate from sin. He could not be the spotless Lamb offered for our sin if He were diseased -- disease is the result of sin. 

 

Christ was holy when He went to the cross. For the first three hours that Christ was on the cross, man did his worst; but in those last three hours God did His best, for Christ took upon Himself the sin of the world. It is at this point that we need to be careful. It was the sin of the world that Christ took. When we are told that He bore our diseases, it is the disease of sin. Simon Peter confirms this in 1Peter 2:24: "Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed'' -- healed of what? Our diseases? No! We are healed of sin. He bore our sins on the cross and took care of the sin problem for us. He did not have a diseased body. Disease is the result of sin, and there was no sin in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is an awful, blasphemous thing to say that Jesus Christ was diseased when He hung on the cross. 

 

Those of us who have endured illness and disease in our bodies can identify with David in this psalm. And it is the proper thing to do to first take your case to the Great Physician -- and then make an appointment with the best doctor you can find. Let's be practical about this. All the skill and wisdom a doctor has comes from God, whether or not he acknowledges it. 

Psalm 39

THEME: A psalm for funerals 

 

This remarkable psalm reveals to us the frailty, weakness, and the littleness of humanity. It sets before us the vanity of human existence. This psalm has been used at funerals a great deal, and it can be used so properly. There are those who have considered it probably "the most beautiful of all elegies in the Psalter.'' Dean Perowne has said: "The holy singer had long pent up his feelings; and though busy thoughts were stirring within him, he would not give them utterance. He could not bare his bosom to the rude gaze of an unsympathizing world. And he feared lest, while telling his perplexities, some word might drop from his lips which would give the wicked an occasion to speak evil against God. And when at last, unable to repress his strong emotion, he speaks to God and not to man, it is as one who feels how hopeless the problem of life is, except as seen in the light of God'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 295). He speaks of this frailty and sinfulness, this weakness and littleness of mankind, with deep conviction. Candidly, human life is, without a doubt, the most colossal failure in God's universe. Apart from a relationship with God, my friend, it is rather meaningless. All is vanity -- that is what you have to say under the sun. Without the Son of God it means nothing at all. 

 

This is a psalm of David, and it is dedicated "To the chief Musician, even to Jeduthun.'' Who is Jeduthun? Perhaps he wrote the music for this psalm. He was one of three musical or choir directors connected with Israel's worship. Asaph and Heman were the other two men. David, the sweet singer of Israel, had associated himself with these three men in the ministry of music. 

 

Now notice the beautiful words of this psalm. 

 

I said, I will take heed to my ways, that I sin not with my tongue: I will keep my mouth with a bridle, while the wicked is before me [Ps. 39:1]. 

 

This psalm concerns a subject that David would rather not talk about with the man of the world. "He would not quite understand it, so I put a zipper on my mouth.'' 

 

I was dumb with silence, I held my peace, even from good; and my sorrow was stirred [Ps. 39:2]. 

 

But David wanted to say something, and finally he opens his heart before God. 

 

My heart was hot within me; while I was musing the fire burned: then spake I with my tongue [Ps. 39:3]. 

 

He speaks now to the Lord: 

 

LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is; that I may know how frail I am [Ps. 39:4]. 

 

David recognizes the frailty of man and asks, "What is the purpose of life? What is it that gives meaning to existence?'' This is a current question being asked by young people today and they are asking it with a bang. After World War II my generation wanted to settle down in peace. We wanted a nice little bungalow, one or two cars in the garage, and a chicken in the pot. We wanted to live in an affluent society and shut our eyes to everything else in order to escape responsibility. Things did not turn out the way we wanted them to. We got tied up in traffic snarls. Our lives became filled with tension. The young generation came along (even those who came from Christian homes), looked around and asked "Is this what life is all about? What is the meaning of life?'' This was David's question. 

 

Christians can live in such a way today that there is no meaning to life. If you are a Christian parent, are you living a life that is turning your children on to Jesus Christ, or are you turning them off to everything that is Christian? There are many vagrants drifting over the face of the earth who have left home and gotten into a lot of trouble because of the poor examples set before them. Many of them have come from "good homes'' -- from all outward appearances they were good homes -- but these young folk looked at the lives of their parents and said, "They have no meaning.'' 

 

Oh, this psalm is relevant to the contemporary generation. David prayed, "LORD, make me to know mine end, and the measure of my days, what it is'' -- give me purpose and meaning. 

 

Behold, thou hast made my days as an handbreadth; and mine age is as nothing before thee: verily every man at his best state is altogether vanity. Selah [Ps. 39:5]. 

 

This verse ends with the word Selah -- stop, look, and listen; think this over, friend. The brevity of human life on this earth ought to tell us something. If this life is all there is to human existence, it is a colossal failure. I would rather be a dinosaur or a redwood tree and hang around for awhile, because compared to them man's life is just a handbreadth. 

 

Surely every man walketh in a vain shew: surely they are disquieted in vain: he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them [Ps. 39:6]. 

 

William Thackeray, an English novelist and a Christian, wrote a novel called Vanity Fair. I enjoyed that book. It is a brilliant satire on a little group of people, a clique that had its status symbols, played its little parts, and committed its little sins that are an awful stench in heaven. They lived and died with their littleness and their bickerings. That's life! "Surely every man walketh in a vain shew . . . he heapeth up riches, and knoweth not who shall gather them.'' Nothing has changed. Think of the Christians who gather fortunes down here and leave it for godless offspring, or they leave it to unworthy so-called Christian work. We see a great deal of this. The psalmist saw it and asked, "What is the purpose of it all?'' 

 

And now, Lord, what wait I for? my hope is in thee [Ps. 39:7]. 

 

David turned to God -- "my hope is in thee.'' Friend, if you don't turn to God, you will not find the meaning of life. 

 

Deliver me from all my transgressions: make me not the reproach of the foolish [Ps. 39:8]. 

 

David wanted to be a good example. 

 

I was dumb, I opened not my mouth; because thou didst it [Ps. 39:9]. 

 

He did not want to express his thoughts to the crowd, because they are rather pessimistic. 

 

Remove thy stroke away from me: I am consumed by the blow of thine hand [Ps. 39:10]. 

 

He was feeling the discipline of God in his life -- and it was for a purpose. Oh, my friend, how we need to get a proper perspective of life! The grave is not its goal. "Dust thou art, to dust returnest was not spoken of the soul.'' Man is going on a long journey. Eternity is ahead. What glorious anticipation there should be! 

 

Hear my prayer, O LORD, and give ear unto my cry; hold not thy peace at my tears: for I am a stranger with thee, and a sojourner, as all my fathers were [Ps. 39:12]. 

 

We are just pilgrims and strangers down here, but we don't think of it that way. We want to fix up our little corner of the earth and think it is going to be permanent. We want to wrap ourselves in a blanket of false security. May I say, at best we are pilgrims and strangers on earth, and that is the way we ought to live our lives. We are on a journey, and we seek a city ". . . whose builder and maker is God'' (Heb. 11:10). Oh, to have a hope today! The psalmist says of God, "My hope is in thee.'' 

 

O spare me, that I may recover strength, before I go hence, and be no more [Ps. 39:13]. 

 

That is, enable me to so live that my life will cause men and women to think on eternity. Enable me to live a life that will not turn folk away from God but draw them to Him. We hear a lot today about personal witnessing, but what about the testimony of our lives? Are people turning to God because of the way we are living, or are they turning away from God? I am confident that our lives are doing one or the other. 

Psalm 40

THEME: A messianic psalm predicting the crucifixion of Christ 

 

Two messianic Psalms (Ps. 40 and Ps. 41) conclude the Genesis section of the Psalms. They are called messianic psalms because they are so quoted in the New Testament, which makes them especially important. 

 

I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry [Ps. 40:1]. 

 

This is a proper psalm to follow Psalm 39. All of these psalms go together; that is, you will note a continuity. There are those who feel that this psalm expresses the experience of David in his flight from Absalom, and that is accurate to a point. But this psalm is quoted in the Epistle to the Hebrews in a most remarkable way. In this psalm the One who celebrates in praise and thanksgiving the Resurrection, the triumph and Ascension is the Lord Jesus Himself. This is truly a messianic psalm. It reveals that the death of Christ was not a defeat at all. It was a great victory. When He says, "I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined unto me, and heard my cry,'' He is referring to His cry from the cross. 

 

He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my goings [Ps. 40:2]. 

 

Christ's agony and death is likened to a horrible pit, a pit of destruction. We cannot conceive how terrible the death of Christ on the cross really was. 

 

And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise unto our God: many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD [Ps. 40:3]. 

 

This verse mentions a new song -- we have read about a new song before -- it is the song of redemption. 

 

"Many shall see it, and fear, and shall trust in the LORD.'' What are they going to see? They will see the death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Blessed is that man that maketh the LORD his trust, and respecteth not the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies [Ps. 40:4]. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ is the example of a man who puts his trust in God, who does not respect the proud, and who does not turn aside to lies. 

 

Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are to us-ward: they cannot be reckoned up in order unto thee: if I would declare and speak of them, they are more than can be numbered [Ps. 40:5]. 

 

God has revealed what He thinks of us by sending His Son to die on the cross. At the time I am writing this, I often hear speculations as to the possibility of life on planets other than our own. I am certainly no expert in this field, but I think it may be possible that other planets are inhabited. But I can guarantee this: there will not be a cross on any of the planets out there in space. It was only here that the Son of God died on a cross. How wonderful! "Many, O LORD my God, are thy wonderful works which thou hast done, and thy thoughts which are toward us.'' My, how the Cross reveals God's love for us! 

 

Now the following is quoted in the Epistle to the Hebrews: 

 

Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and sin offering hast thou not required. 

 

Then said I, Lo, I come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, 

 

I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart. 

 

I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, O LORD, thou knowest [Ps. 40:6-9]. 

 

This is a marvelous psalm that follows the preceding one which reveals the frailty of man. 

 

"Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened.'' Now notice how this is quoted in Hebrews 10:5, "Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, but a body hast thou prepared me.'' Now, wait a minute. Is this misquoted? Critics of the Bible say, "Oh, here is an error, a contradiction in the Bible. In Psalm 40:6 it says '. . . mine ears hast thou opened . . .'; and in Hebrews it says, '. . . a body hast thou prepared me.' '' 

 

The Holy Spirit is the author of the Bible. He wrote the Old Testament and the New Testament. He wrote both Psalms and Hebrews, and He has a perfect right to change His own writing. When He does, there is always a good reason. 

 

Now let's consider the background. In Exodus 21 there is a law concerning servants and masters. If a man became a slave to another man, at the end of a certain period of time he could go free. Suppose during that period he met another slave, a woman, they fell in love and married and had children. When it was time for the man to go free, he could leave, but his wife and children could not go with him because she was a slave. What could this man do? He could decide that because he loved his master and his wife he would not leave. "Then his master shall bring him unto the judges; he shall also bring him to the door, or unto the door post; and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl; and he shall serve him for ever'' (Exod. 21:6). 

 

The psalmist is referring to this custom when he says, "mine ears hast thou opened.'' When the Lord Jesus came to this earth, did He have his ear thrust through with an awl? No, He was given a body. He took upon Himself our humanity. He identified Himself with us and He became a servant. And He became a sacrifice. "Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire'' -- God did not delight in all the animal offerings in the Old Testament, but they pointed to the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Now notice what Isaiah says on this subject. "The Lord GOD hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, neither turned away back'' (Isa. 50:5). This verse is prophesying the humiliation of the Servant (Christ) who would come to earth. When the Lord Jesus came down to this earth and went to the cross, His ear wasn't "opened'' or "digged''; He was given a body, and that body was nailed to a cross. My friend, He has taken a glorified body with nail prints in it back to heaven, and He will bear those nail prints and scars throughout eternity that you and I might be presented without spot or blemish before Him. You see, He did more than have His ear bored through with an awl; He gave His body to be crucified because He loved us and would not return to heaven without us. 

 

My friend, this is a marvelous messianic psalm that reveals the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ because He loved us. 

Psalm 41

THEME: A messianic psalm predicting the betrayal of Judas 

 

This messianic psalm was written by David probably at the time he was betrayed by Ahithophel, his trusted counselor. Ahithophel sided with David's son Absalom when he led a rebellion against his father. Finally Ahithophel committed suicide by hanging himself (2Sam. 17:23). Ahithophel foreshadows the betrayer of Christ, Judas Iscariot, and is so quoted by our Lord Himself. 

 

This psalm opens with a blessing. 

 

Blessed is he that considereth the poor: the LORD will deliver him in time of trouble [Ps. 41:1]. 

 

It opens with "blessed'' and closes with "blessed.'' It begins with, "Blessed is he that considereth the poor,'' and ends with, "Blessed be the LORD God of Israel.'' The word blessed as we have already seen, means "happy,'' so that the Genesis section of the Psalms (Psalms 1 -- Psalms 41) begins with "happy'' and closes with "happy.'' 

 

Now notice the section that makes this a messianic psalm: 

 

Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me [Ps. 41:9]. 

 

Jesus quoted this verse in reference to Judas, "I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me'' (John 13:18). This verse was fulfilled in Judas, the one who betrayed the Lord Jesus. Peter also referred to it in Acts 1:16, "Men and brethren, this scripture must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy Ghost by the mouth of David spake before concerning Judas, which was guide to them that took Jesus.'' We have something more here: 

 

But thou, O LORD, be merciful unto me, and raise me up, that I may requite them [Ps. 41:10]. 

 

This verse is a reference to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. "Raise me up, that I may recompense them.'' In this Genesis section we have seen the death of Christ and His resurrection as well. But I want to make something startlingly clear: The death of Christ saves no one; it is the death and resurrection of Christ that saves. Paul explicitly defines the gospel in 1Corinthians 15:3-4: "For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.'' Without the resurrection of the Lord there is no gospel. 

 

Almost everyone has an opinion about the Lord Jesus. Jesus asked His disciples, ". . . Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God'' (Matt. 16:13-16). Who do you say that Christ is? Many modern plays about Jesus leave Him on the cross or in the tomb. Thomas Jefferson left Him in the tomb in his moral teachings about Jesus. He concluded his book with a stone closing the tomb. There is no gospel there. That stone was rolled away and the Lord left the tomb. He was raised from the dead. 

 

Because of the resurrection we can say: 

 

Blessed be the LORD God of Israel from everlasting, and to everlasting. Amen, and Amen [Ps. 41:13]. 

 

This verse ends with a double amen. "Amen, and Amen'' means that God put the finishing touches on our salvation when Christ rose from the dead, ascended into heaven, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Christ finished the work of salvation for us. You don't have to add anything to it, but don't take away from the gospel by omitting the Resurrection. Without that there is no gospel. 

 

This is the final psalm in the Genesis section. It has been well stated that the Book of Genesis is the entire Bible in miniature; that is, all the great truths of Scripture are germinal in Genesis. This first section of psalms covers the entire Book of Psalms in the same way. While the Book of Genesis concludes with a "coffin in Egypt,'' this Genesis section of Psalms closes on the high note of resurrection. 

EXODUS SECTION (42 - 72)

Ruin and Redemption (Israel in view) 

 

Psalms 42-72 

 

Psalms 42 -- Psalms 72 comprise the Exodus section. As in the Book of Exodus, we will see God's people in a strange land, a suffering people away from the Land of Promise. The heel of a dictator is on them. You hear them groan and moan, and you hear the whip of the taskmaster falling upon them. They are in great trouble, which increases rather than decreases. Finally Israel's cries and groans are heard, and the Lord arises on behalf of His suffering people. He makes good His covenant to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then the Lord delivers them out of the land of Egypt. For example, in the first seven psalms (42 -- 48) we find conditions as they were at the beginning of the Book of Exodus. But these psalms do not refer to the past; they look to the future and reveal the experiences of the remnant of Israel in the days that lie ahead. We will see God's chosen people away from Jerusalem; they are separated from the holy place and out of touch with Jehovah, just as they were in Egypt. 

 

In the Genesis and Exodus sections of the Psalms there is an interesting contrast of the names of God. In the Genesis section the name Jehovah occurs 272 times, while the name Elohim occurs only fifteen times. In the Exodus section the name Elohim occurs 164 times, and the name Jehovah occurs only thirty times. What is the significance of this? These two personal names of God have different meanings. Elohim speaks of the fullness of God's divine power. The name Jehovah is involved in redemption. Jehovah is the One who keeps Israel. 

 

We will find that David did not write as many of the psalms in this section as he did in the last one. David wrote nineteen of the psalms, and seven of them were written by the sons of Korah who were connected with the Levitical family. All of the psalms in this division are a prophetic picture of Israel in the last days. 

 

In Psalms 42 -- Psalms 44 we see the children of Israel in Egypt with Pharaoh ruling over them. Psalm 43 mentions the Antichrist, and Israel is mourning because of the oppression of the enemy. We find them crying out to God to deliver them, and deliverance comes to them. Psalm 45 is the great millennial psalm which speaks of the Lord Jesus coming to reign on the earth. 

 

Something important for God's people to see is that the primary and fundamental interpretation of these psalms is applicable to the nation of Israel. They look to the future during the time of trouble called the Great Tribulation. Therefore, we need to be careful when we lift out a verse from one of the psalms to ask the question, "How does it really apply to us?'' We can apply many of the psalms to our needs today. God's children, who are in trouble, can find real solace and comfort in them, but we must never forget that their primary application is to Israel. I think it is a terrible thing to exclude Israel from the plan and purpose of God for the future as many people do. It is almost like writing off a certain portion of God's Word, and saying, "Yes, I believe in the inspiration of Scripture that applies to me, but if it supposedly applies to other people that I am not concerned about, it is not the Word of God.'' There is danger today in that type of thinking. 

 

Let us keep in mind that when the psalmist speaks of Israel he is not referring to the whole nation of Israel, for the entire nation is not in view. We see this distinction also in the word church. Is the church made up of all the names of people on membership rolls in every church regardless of the denomination? I don't think so. The church is made up of a body of believers who have trusted the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior. You don't become a member of the true church by joining a visible church and having your name put on a church roll or by going through a ceremony of some kind. Only a personal relationship with Christ can make you a member of the true church. We should always make a distinction between the organized church and what is generally called the invisible church. The remnant of the nation of Israel is not the entire nation, just as all members of the organized church do not make up the invisible church, or body of believers. It is the believing remnant of Israel that we will be looking at in this Exodus section of the Book of Psalms. 

Psalm 42

THEME: Heart cry of the God-fearing remnant 

 

This psalm presents the future suffering of the godly remnant of Israel during the Great Tribulation period. When Israel was in the land of Egypt (Exod. 12), God first redeemed them by blood. The blood of the Passover lamb was sprinkled on the doorposts of the houses by those who believed God. At night the death angel passed over the homes, and if blood was there no one died. This was redemption by blood. The second phase of redemption was at the Red Sea, and there it was redemption by power. 

 

The inscription of this psalm is "Maschil, for the sons of Korah.'' Maschil means that it is a psalm of teaching, a psalm of understanding. You may recall that Korah led a rebellion during the period of Israel's wandering in the wilderness. God executed him because of his rebellion against the authority of Moses and Aaron, but his sons were spared. God made it very clear (Num. 26:9-11) that his sons did not die in God's judgment, but they continued their service before God. They are the ones who wrote these first few psalms of the Exodus section, which is quite wonderful. 

 

Prophetically, this gives us a picture of the Great Tribulation period. 

 

As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God. 

 

My soul thirsteth for God, for the living God: when shall I come and appear before God? [Ps. 42:1-2]. 

 

Rather than going back to Egypt, I want to apply this to the future because there will be a time when these people, the Israelites, will be out of their land again. There are several excellent Bible expositors who believe that the present regathering of Jews in the land of Israel may eventuate in their dispersion again -- that they will be put out of the land -- perhaps in our day. The godly remnant is not in the land today. There are two groups in the land of Israel right now: one group we call the orthodox Jews who are waiting for their Messiah, expecting Him to come and wanting to rebuild the temple. The other group is not concerned with religious matters. They contend that a new era has begun. They have Egypt, the Arabs, and the United Nations to deal with. 

 

The godly remnant of Israel, God's people, have a longing for God, as do God's people of all ages. They picture David. I think David could easily have said these words hiding in a cave overlooking a valley. He could have heard hunters and the barking of the dogs and, in a few minutes, a rustle in the bushes. David's men on guard duty became alert. There is a little spring near the opening of the cave, and soon a little deer, foaming at the mouth, his sides lathered, plunges his head into the water and takes a good deep drink. He waits a moment, listening, then he takes another drink. 

 

Therefore the psalmist could say, "As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.'' Is that the way you feel about God? There are those who claim that if you become very legalistic and keep the Ten Commandments you are pleasing to God. My friend, man is alienated from God; he needs more than the Ten Commandments. The Ten Commandments show us that we are sinners, and we are in rebellion against God. We have no desire or capacity for Him. We need, therefore, to be born again. We need to be brought into the family of God and to the place where we can say, not just as a verse in Scripture but from our hearts, "As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.'' 

 

This will be especially meaningful to the remnant of Israel, but it is meaningful right now to many of God's children. 

 

My tears have been my meat day and night, while they continually say unto me, Where is thy God? [Ps. 42:3]. 

 

There was much weeping in the brickyards of Egypt and will be in the future. This will be the taunt during the Great Tribulation period: "Where is your God? When is Messiah coming?'' 

 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted in me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him for the help of his countenance [Ps. 42:5]. 

 

He rebukes himself for his despondency and encourages himself to trust in God. 

 

O my God, my soul is cast down within me: therefore will I remember thee from the land of Jordan, and of the Hermonites, from the hill Mizar. 

 

Deep calleth unto deep at the noise of thy waterspouts: all thy waves and thy billows are gone over me [Ps. 42:6-7]. 

 

This is the language Jonah used in his prayer. "For thou hadst cast me into the deep, in the midst of the seas; and the floods compassed me about: all thy billows and thy waves passed over me'' (Jonah 2:3). Jonah went down into the jaws of death. During the Great Tribulation Israel will think that destruction is upon them, but God will deliver them. 

 

Yet the LORD will command his lovingkindness in the daytime, and in the night his song shall be with me, and my prayer unto the God of my life. 

 

I will say unto God my rock, Why hast thou forgotten me? why go I mourning because of the oppression of the enemy? [Ps. 42:8-9]. 

 

Do you feel like that sometimes? I am sure that many of us do. 

 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope thou in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God [Ps. 42:11]. 

 

In his desperate hour he turns to God. In their desperate hours the remnant will turn to God. There will be no help from the east, the west, the north, or the south. My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth. 

Psalm 43

THEME: Heart cry of the God-fearing remnant 

 

Psalm 43 is closely connected with Psalm 42. The godly remnant calls on God to act in their behalf. 

 

Judge me, O God, and plead my cause against an ungodly nation: O deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man [Ps. 43:1]. 

 

This is the remnant of Israel speaking. The Antichrist is a liar. He will make a covenant with these people and then will break it in the midst of the "week.'' When this happens, their cry will be, "Deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man.'' I don't know if you have ever prayed this prayer or not, but I have said, "O God, don't let the dictator arise in the United States.'' There is grave danger of that. We need to ask Christ to deliver us from deceitful and unjust men. I certainly don't want him ruling over me, and we have had quite a few like that in our history. I am afraid the condition of our nation is due to the leadership and internal problems. 

 

O send out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me; let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles [Ps. 43:3]. 

 

"Send out thy light and thy truth.'' What is the psalmist praying for? Jesus said, ". . . I am the light of the world: he that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life'' (John 8:12). He also said, ". . . I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me'' (John 14:6). These statements of the Lord Jesus Christ were not lost on His hearers, because if they knew He was the light and the truth, they would also know He was the Messiah who had come to deliver them. "Let them bring me unto thy holy hill, and to thy tabernacles.'' He wants to go back to Jerusalem. He wants to worship in the temple and to be brought back to God. 

 

Why art thou cast down, O my soul? and why art thou disquieted within me? hope in God: for I shall yet praise him, who is the health of my countenance, and my God [Ps. 43:5]. 

 

Their prayers will be answered, and their long expected Messiah will return. At that time Ezekiel's prophecy will be fulfilled: "A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall be my people, and I will be your God'' (Ezek. 36:26-28). 

Psalm 44

THEME: Israel's cry during the Great Tribulation 

 

We come now to another maschil psalm, a psalm of instruction, and it is from the sons of Korah. 

 

Although it is impossible to determine the historical condition in Israel that called forth this prayer, we do know the prophetic interpretation. This will be the final experience of the faithful remnant of Israel before their Messiah returns to deliver them. 

 

We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what work thou didst in their days, in the times of old [Ps. 44:1]. 

 

Gideon said the same thing. "And Gideon said unto him, Oh my Lord, if the LORD be with us, why then is all this befallen us? and where be all his miracles which our fathers told us of, saying, Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt? but now the LORD hath forsaken us, and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites'' (Judg. 6:13). In that day of trouble, just when God is on the verge of delivering them again, Israel will refer to God's help in the past. God has intruded in history before, and He will do it again. 

 

How thou didst drive out the heathen with thy hand, and plantedst them; how thou didst afflict the people, and cast them out [Ps. 44:2]. 

 

This refers to the time of Moses and Joshua. God evicted the inhabitants of Canaan because of their gross sin and planted His chosen people there. 

 

For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did their own arm save them: but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy countenance, because thou hadst a favour unto them [Ps. 44:3]. 

 

It was God who gave the land to the children of Israel. They did not capture it because of their own strength or cleverness. 

 

For our personal application, "Thy right hand'' is the mighty bared arm of God in salvation, revealed nineteen hundred years ago at the cross. 

 

Then listen to his heart cry that comes from him: 

 

Thou art my King, O God: command deliverances for Jacob [Ps. 44:4]. 

 

I hope you understand that "Jacob'' is the man Jacob, and Jacob became the nation of Israel. When he cries, "Thou art my King, O God,'' he is talking about Israel's King. Our Lord Jesus is Israel's King, and He will return to deliver His suffering people. Of course there is application for us, but let's keep the psalms in correct perspective so that they will be more meaningful to us. 

 

Through thee will we push down our enemies, through thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us. 

 

For I will not trust in my bow, neither shall my sword save me [Ps. 44:5-6]. 

 

In that day of tribulation the godly remnant is going to ask for revenge. They will be under Law, and they will have a right to do that. 

 

Today we are to pray for those who deceitfully use us; we are told even to love our enemies. That is a very difficult thing to do, but we can turn our enemies over to the Lord. We are not to avenge ourselves because the Lord says, ". . . Vengeance is mine; I will repay . . .'' (Rom. 12:19). There are many people we should turn over to the Lord, not only for salvation, but for reasons of vengeance. I am not talking about people who have caused us some personal grievance, but those who are trying to hinder the giving out of the Word of God. It is a terrible thing to try to blacken the name of a man or woman who stands for the things of God. You should be careful before you criticize your pastor. Make sure your facts are true. To some people a pastor represents God's cause on earth. They will judge God largely by what he says. If you discredit him, you discredit God in their eyes. I think this is why many young people have turned away from the Bible and the church. Many of them have grown up in Christian homes, and their parents have served "roast preacher'' each Sunday. It is wrong to discredit a man who is giving out the Word of God. If things seem to be wrong, we should ask God to intervene rather than to try to take matters into our own hands. 

 

Israel is in deep trouble. The enemy is raging against them; that "little horn'' that Daniel mentioned ". . . shall wear out the saints of the Most High . . .'' (Dan. 7:25). These are Jewish saints, and Antichrist makes war against them to overcome them. They are warned not to fight back. They refuse the mark of the beast, and they are killed in large numbers. In their distress they cry out to God. I think this will be the darkest moment in the history of the world. 

 

Yea, for thy sake are we killed all the day long; we are counted as sheep for the slaughter [Ps. 44:22]. 

 

This verse is not a picture of the church right now, would you say? There are many believers suffering for Christ's sake; but by and large, the church is not under persecution. However, the remnant of Israel will be persecuted; and it is the remnant that is in view here. I want to keep that clear. 

 

Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord? arise, cast us not off for ever [Ps. 44:23]. 

 

Here is a cry for God to wake up. Well, God is not asleep. It is in their desperation that the remnant cries out. During the time of the Maccabees, between the Old and New Testaments, the enemies of Israel came to the foreground. As far as the past is concerned, it was the time that Israel suffered more than at any other time in their history; but it will be nothing compared to the suffering they will endure during the Great Tribulation period. During the Maccabean period there was a group of priests called the "wakers.'' They were the ones who cried out to God saying, "Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord?'' During this time people felt like God was asleep. But John Hyrcanus, one of the great Maccabees, a high priest, put an end to this practice. He asked the people, "Does the Deity sleep? Hath not the Scripture said, 'Behold, the keeper of Israel slumbereth and sleepeth not?' '' You don't have to ask God to wake up even though there are times when you feel like it. In that future day the remnant will feel that He is asleep and say, "Awake, why sleepest thou, O Lord?'' When that day comes, God will not be asleep. He will be ready to move. He will not cast off His people forever. 

 

Wherefore hidest thou thy face, and forgettest our affliction and our oppression? 

 

For our soul is bowed down to the dust: our belly cleaveth unto the earth. 

 

Arise for our help, and redeem us for thy mercies' sake [Ps. 44:24-26]. 

 

From the darkest moment in the history of this world comes a cry from the remnant for God to redeem them for His mercies' sake. This is a plea for help and justice. 

Psalm 45

THEME: The coming of Christ to establish His kingdom on this earth 

 

This is a messianic psalm and is so quoted in the Epistle to the Hebrews. This is another maschil psalm, that is, for instruction, written by the sons of Korah, and is inscribed "To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim,'' which means "lilies.'' It is a picture of Christ as the Messiah -- He is the Lily of the Valley as well as the Rose of Sharon. In translating this, the Targumim adds, "Thy beauty, O King Messiah, is greater than that of the children of men.'' 

 

This very wonderful psalm speaks of the second coming of Christ. This changes the tenor of the Psalms from the cry of a people in the anguish of tribulation to the glorious triumph of their coming King, as it is described in Revelation, chapter 19. Our Lord Jesus Christ spoke of it also (Matt. 24:29-30), and it is the hope of the world. 

 

My heart is inditing a good matter: I speak of the things which I have made touching the king: my tongue is the pen of a ready writer [Ps. 45:1]. 

 

"My heart is inditing'' means bursting forth or overflowing. There is something he must say and wishes he could tell it, because his tongue moves faster than his pen. That is true of many of us. Have you ever been excited about something and have tried to put it in a letter to a friend, and when you read it over you see how inadequate it is and wish you could tell it instead of write it? I had that experience a few minutes ago -- I couldn't say what I wanted to say to a friend in a letter; so I called him by phone. Well, the psalmist couldn't call us by telephone, so we have Psalm 45 in printed form. 

MESSIAH, HIS PERSON AND POWER (45:2-5)

Thou art fairer than the children of men: grace is poured into thy lips: therefore God hath blessed thee for ever [Ps. 45:2]. 

 

This is a lovely psalm which is occupied with the person of Christ. Paul mentioned that: "But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord'' (2Cor. 3:18). My friend, we need to behold Him more. 

 

In this psalm we are seeing Him, not as a Savior, but as a King. 

 

Gird thy sword upon thy thigh, O most mighty, with thy glory and thy majesty [Ps. 45:3]. 

 

This is a picture of Christ coming forward, not as Savior, but as the King at His second coming. Israel expected Messiah to come to earth with a sword. The first time He came to earth He came without a sword. You will recall that when Jesus was arrested, one of His disciples drew his sword and cut off the ear of the servant of the high priest. And Jesus said, ". . . Put up again thy sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish with the sword'' (Matt. 26:52). In our day they are looking for the Messiah who will bring peace, without a sword, but Psalm 2:9 says of the Lord, "Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.'' Psalm 2 speaks of Christ's coming to earth the second time. In fact, it is quoted several times in the Book of Revelation in respect to His second coming. When He returns, He is going to find the world in rebellion. The Antichrist will be in power. He will be persecuting God's people, both the remnant of Israel and that great company of Gentiles who turned to God. 

 

"Grace is poured into his lips'' -- that is emphasized, but there will also be condemnation and judgment. I think we ought to be realistic, not idealistic. He will have to come in power and wrath against a world that is in rebellion against Him. 

 

And in thy majesty ride prosperously because of truth and meekness and righteousness; and thy right hand shall teach thee terrible things [Ps. 45:4]. 

 

"Terrible things'' means awe-inspiring things. 

 

Notice, the Lord is riding to victory, and here are the three planks of His platform: truth, meekness, and righteousness. Do you know of any candidate today who uses these three planks in his platform? The candidates don't sound meek to me, and I wonder about the truth of their statements, and righteousness -- well, the whole motive is to get elected, not to do right. How this poor nation needs a candidate who will speak truth, who exhibits a little meekness, and who goes all-out for righteousness. These are eternal principles of our Lord's kingdom. No president, leader, dictator, or king has ever come to power on this platform in the history of this world. This King is different. The character of Christ is truth; His words are truth -- yet men call Him a liar. But all men are liars, not Christ. You won't hear the truth today in the halls of Congress, or in the marts of trade, or on Wall Street, or in our industrial complexes, or on our college campuses, or read it in the newspaper, or hear it on TV or radio -- because all news is slanted. Unfortunately you can't even hear the truth in many of our churches. But our Lord is coming to power on the platform of truth and humility. Someone has said, "If you wish to astonish the whole world, tell the truth.'' That is the way our Lord is coming to power -- it will be startling. 

 

Thine arrows are sharp in the heart of the king's enemies; whereby the people fall under thee [Ps. 45:5]. 

 

This is a portrait of the King coming to earth. 

MESSIAH, HIS GOVERNMENT AND GLORY (45:6-17)

This is coronation day, and it is the key of this psalm. 

 

Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre [Ps. 45:6]. 

 

He is going to rule in righteousness. How the world needs a righteous ruler! Regarding His return to the earth, the Lord Jesus Himself said, "When the Son of man shall come in his glory, and all the holy angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory'' (Matt. 25:31). Not until then will we have peace on this earth. That is the need of the world. When Betsy Ross made the first American flag, George Washington expressed the wish that it would wave for a thousand years. We have recently celebrated our two hundredth anniversary, and already we are growing old as a nation. But the government of God is eternal. 

 

Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows [Ps. 45:7]. 

 

The Anointed One is Messiah, of which Christ is the Greek form. It is not a name, but it is His official title. The first time He came, He came as Prophet -- the messenger and message of God -- which refers to the past. In our day He is our Great High Priest at the right hand of God; that is His present ministry. But His second coming will be as King, the Messiah. This is for the future. 

 

"God hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness.'' It is unfortunate that we tend to think of Him as a Man of Sorrows. I believe that He was the most joyous person on this earth when He was here. 

 

That this is a messianic psalm referring to our Lord Jesus Christ is fully attested by the quotation of these two verses in the Epistle to the Hebrews: "But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows'' (Heb. 1:8-9). The critic who attempts to apply this psalm to Solomon or some unknown king fails to note that He is addressed as God. It is not conceivable that Solomon or any other king would be addressed as God. The entire first chapter of Hebrews presents our Lord Jesus in His exaltation, being the express image of God, far superior to angels, and seated at God's right hand. 

 

All thy garments smell of myrrh, and aloes, and cassia, out of the ivory palaces, whereby they have made thee glad [Ps. 45:8]. 

 

He came to this earth that our joy might be full. And it was for "the joy that was set before him'' that He endured the cross. Oh, how we as believers need to rejoice! The tribe of Judah, which means "praise,'' led the children of Israel in the wilderness march; yet they complained, they whined, they sang the desert blues when they should have been praising God. This is the same thing the church is doing in our day. My friend, believers should be praising God -- not complaining! At Christmastime we sing the song, "Joy to the world! the Lord is come; Let earth receive her King.'' That is not a Christmas hymn at all; it refers to Christ's second coming and should not be relegated to a seasonal section of our hymnbook. 

 

Moving down in this wonderful psalm, we have a scene at court: 

 

Kings' daughters were among thy honourable women: upon thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Ophir [Ps. 45:9]. 

 

The church is not mentioned by name in the Old Testament, but I believe you see it in type or in figures of speech. I think most of the brides in the Old Testament are pictures of Christ and His bride, the church. Examples of this are Eve, Rebekah, and Ruth. Who is the queen in this verse? I believe she is a picture of the church, although she is not specifically identified, and Christ will lift her to the throne. 

 

Hearken, O daughter, and consider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine own people, and thy father's house [Ps. 45:10]. 

 

We are to leave the world. We are not to love the world. We have been saved out of it. We are to cling to the Lord. 

 

So shall the king greatly desire thy beauty: for he is thy Lord; and worship thou him [Ps. 45:11]. 

 

The church is to be made beautiful. All sin will be removed. What a prospect this is! 

 

I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations: therefore shall the people praise thee for ever and ever [Ps. 45:17]. 

 

This verse speaks of the millennial kingdom. But the kingdom goes on into eternity after the Lord has made a few adjustments, which includes Satan being loosed for a time and then his being cast into the lake of fire and brimstone. This is a glorious psalm, and when it is put in proper perspective, it has great meaning for us today. 

Psalm 46

THEME: God is our refuge, a song of the Millennium 

 

The next three psalms form a little cluster of prophetic pictures of the kingdom that is coming on this earth. Psalm 45 presented the coming of the King to establish His kingdom here upon this earth, the millennial kingdom. The following three psalms set before us this kingdom. 

 

This psalm is "To the chief Musician for the sons of Korah, A Song upon Alamoth.'' The word almah is used in Isaiah 7:14 which says, "Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.'' Evidently the word alamoth means "with virgins'' and in this instance speaks of maidens' voices. This psalm is one of deliverance and will refer us to another great song of deliverance and victory that was sung when the children of Israel crossed the Red Sea. We are told that they sang the song of Moses, but who led the singing? I don't think Moses was a better song leader than I am, and I am no good at all; so Miriam, the prophetess, the sister of Moses and Aaron, took a timbrel in her hand and led the singing. The women went out after her with timbrels and with dances. As Moses and the children of Israel sang, ". . . Miriam answered them, Sing ye to the LORD, for he hath triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea'' (Exod. 15:21). So the song leader and the soloist on that occasion was Miriam, the sister of Moses. It was the celebration of a great victory. 

 

Now when the future remnant of Israel is delivered from their enemies by the coming of Christ, they will celebrate a great victory. It is important to see this psalm in its proper setting. It belongs after Psalm 45 and with Psalm 47 and Psalm 48. To consider these psalms apart from each other is like the little boy who was asked to give a definition of a lie. In his explanation the little fellow put together two Scripture verses that were totally unrelated. He said, "A lie is an abomination unto the Lord, but a very present help in time of trouble.'' He misinterpreted the Scripture. We smile at the little boy, but we do the same thing by taking this psalm out of context. 

 

Psalm 46 is a wonderful soprano solo. It is not the blues but a hallelujah chorus in which we see the sufficiency of God, the security of God, and the supremacy of God. 

THE SUFFICIENCY OF GOD (46:1-3)

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

 

Therefore will not we fear, though the earth be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 

 

Though the waters thereof roar and be troubled, though the mountains shake with the swelling thereof. Selah [Ps. 46:1-3]. 

 

This is a very wonderful promise. Someone may challenge it and ask, "But how do you know it is true?'' Well, it is true because the Bible says so. But it is more than theory with me. I have tried it and found it to be true. We are told, "O taste and see that the LORD is good: blessed is the man that trusteth in him'' (Ps. 34:8). Jesus said, "If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself'' (John 7:17). In times of trouble you can count on God. Christians fail to trust God in times of trouble because they know nothing about His sufficiency. They have not learned that He is sufficient. We need a God who does not fail us. God is sufficient in any circumstance. 

 

"Though the earth be removed'' -- the removal of the earth would be the most extreme circumstance I can think of. Has the earth ever been taken out from under you? Have you ever been suspended in space? Most people think they are the only ones who have ever had trouble. Everyone has trouble, but God's people find God sufficient in time of trouble. Psalm 46 was Martin Luther's favorite psalm. When he wrote that great Reformation hymn, "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God,'' he probably had this in mind. God is our refuge, and our strength, and a very present help when we are in trouble. Men down through the ages have found this to be true. 

THE SECURITY OF GOD (46:4-7)

There is a river, the streams whereof shall make glad the city of God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the most High [Ps. 46:4]. 

 

Some expositors consider this river symbolic. I believe the river is a reality that speaks of the supply and the refreshment that God gives even today, and that river is the Word of God. In Psalm 1 we were told that the blessed man was planted by the rivers of water, which is the Word of God. Also the Scriptures mention a river that flows out from the house of God (Ezek. 47). And in the Book of the Revelation John saw ". . . a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God . . .'' (Rev. 22:1). 

 

God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved: God shall help her, and that right early. 

 

The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved: he uttered his voice, the earth melted. 

 

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah [Ps. 46:5-7]. 

 

"The heathen raged, the kingdoms were moved'' is looking back on the convulsions of the Great Tribulation period. At the darkest hour, when the enemy came in like a flood, "he uttered his voice, the earth melted.'' Now the faithful remnant who were delivered sing His praises, "The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.'' 

THE SUPREMACY OF GOD (46:8-11)

Come, behold the works of the LORD, what desolations he hath made in the earth. 

 

He maketh wars to cease unto the end of the earth; he breaketh the bow, and cutteth the spear in sunder; he burneth the chariot in the fire [Ps. 46:8-9]. 

 

The Messiah has come to the earth in judgment. He is the One who makes wars to cease, breaks the bow, cuts the spear, and burns the chariot in the fire. This picture sets before us the last days on earth, when the One who is ". . . the stone cut out of the mountain without hands . . .'' (whom Nebuchadnezzar saw in his vision in Dan. 2:45) will deal an annihilating blow upon this earth. We are told that after the Battle of Armageddon is over, the wreckage of warfare and the dead will be strewn everywhere. The works of God ought to tell man that there is a God. The prediction of peace on earth is here a blessed reality. The King has come and has put down all unrighteousness on the earth. 

 

Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. 

 

The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah [Ps. 46:10-11]. 

 

"I will be exalted among the heathen [nations], I will be exalted in the earth'' -- this is God's purpose for the earth. 

 

"Be still, and know that I am God.'' With the knowledge of this blessed truth we can be calm in time of trouble. There are storms blowing outside today. We are living in a mean old world, a wicked world. Tremendous changes are taking place. There are even convulsions in nature today. He tells us to be calm in the time of storm. Christ, you remember, was in a storm with His disciples, and He went to sleep. When they roused Him from His sleep, He had more trouble calming the disciples than He had calming the storm. Many of us are like those men. We don't know what it is to wait patiently before Him. 

 

This is a psalm that will be a great blessing in the future, but it also is a comfort and a blessing for all of God's people today. 

Psalm 47

THEME: Praise and worship in the Millennium 

 

This is the second of the little cluster of prophetic pictures of the millennial kingdom, which is established by the Lord Jesus Christ at His second coming. This is a continuation of praise and worship of Christ who is now King over all the earth. 

 

O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph. 

 

For the LORD most high is terrible; he is a great King over all the earth [Ps. 47:1-2]. 

 

"The LORD most high is terrible [awe-inspiring]; he is a great King over all the earth'' -- you see, Christ is reigning as King over all the earth; and as such, He is praised and worshipped. 

 

My friend, before Christ can reign on this earth, He will have to put down all rebellion, self-conceit, arrogance, and the lawlessness of man against God. In Psalm 46 we saw the celebration of His coming in judgment, and now in Psalm 47 His kingdom is established and He is reigning on the earth. 

 

He shall subdue the people under us, and the nations under our feet. 

 

He shall choose our inheritance for us, the excellency of Jacob whom he loved. Selah [Ps. 47:3-4]. 

 

This is the appropriate time to sing, "Joy to the World!'' 

Joy to the world! the Lord is come; 

Let earth receive her King; 

Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And heav'n and nature sing. 

Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns; 

Let men their songs employ; 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

Repeat the sounding joy. 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, 

Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

Far as the curse is found. 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 

And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness, 

And wonders of His love. 

-- Isaac Watts 

 

As you can see, this is not really a hymn that speaks of the birth of Christ; but it speaks of His second coming. There is going to be joy on the earth when He comes. 

 

"Clap your hands; . . . shout unto God with the voice of triumph!'' What a wonderful day that will be! 

 

Not long ago I preached in a church where the people clapped their hands and were rather vociferous. Later someone asked me if all the noise did not disturb me. I replied, "No, it helped a great deal because they were right with me.'' I think that what many people call reverence today is really deadness. There is a lot of reverence in the cemetery -- no one disturbs anybody or anything. I believe we need a little life in our services. 

 

God is gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet. 

 

Sing praises to God, sing praises: sing praises unto our King, sing praises. 

 

For God is the King of all the earth: sing ye praises with understanding. 

 

God reigneth over the heathen: God sitteth upon the throne of his holiness. 

 

The princes of the people are gathered together, even the people of the God of Abraham: for the shields of the earth belong unto God: he is greatly exalted [Ps. 47:5-9]. 

 

Let me give you Dr. Gaebelein's translation of this passage. "God is gone up amidst shouting, Jehovah amid the sound of a trumpet. Sing Psalms unto God! Sing Psalms unto our King, sing Psalms! For God is the King of all the earth -- sing Psalms for instruction. God reigneth over the nations; God sitteth upon the throne of His holiness. The willing hearted of the people have gathered together with the people of the God of Abraham; for unto God belong the shields of the earth; He is greatly exalted'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 207). 

 

"God is gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of a trumpet'' -- that is, He has ascended amid shouting. And the fact that He ascended means He made a previous descent. The Lord came to earth nineteen hundred years ago, was born in Bethlehem, finished His work of salvation on earth, and then ascended to heaven -- I think Psalm 24 refers to that. But in this psalm another ascension is spoken about. When Christ comes to earth the second time, He will establish His kingdom and be going back and forth to the New Jerusalem. I think that between the New Jerusalem and this earth there is going to be a freeway much busier than any of the California freeways -- with one exception: there will be no traffic tie-ups. You will be able to move back and forth with freedom. Probably the Lord will descend and ascend at stated times during the Millennium and will display His visible glory upon the earth. 

 

What a glorious, wonderful prospect this psalm predicts! 

Psalm 48

THEME: Messiah's final victory upon the earth 

 

This is the last of the group of three millennial psalms. It celebrates the final and complete victory of the Messiah. 

 

Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. 

 

Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. 

 

God is known in her palaces for a refuge [Ps. 48:1-3]. 

 

Once again, I would like to give Dr. Gaebelein's translation. "Great is Jehovah, and greatly to be praised, in the city of our God, in His holy mountain. Beautiful in elevation, the joy of the whole earth, is the Mount Zion, the sides of the north, the city of the great King. God in her palaces hath made Himself known as a high tower'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 208). 

 

When it says Mount Zion, it means Mount Zion; and when it talks about the city of God in the holy mountain, it refers to Jerusalem. 

 

Note the mention of "the sides of the north.'' This is an interesting expression. It probably speaks of a way of ascent and descent to this earth. There is a remarkable prophecy in Isaiah which mentions Satan in connection with "the sides of the north'': "For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like the most High'' (Isa. 14:13-14). The "sides of the north'' is apparently the route. Satan actually hoped to overthrow God! 

 

This now is the conflict which is the last great battle that will take place on the earth: 

 

For, lo, the kings were assembled, they passed by together. 

 

They saw it, and so they marvelled; they were troubled, and hasted away [Ps. 48:4-5]. 

 

Notice Dr. Gaebelein's translation through verse 7: "For lo! the kings were gathered, they passed by together. They saw it and were amazed; they were terror stricken, they started to flee, trembling came upon them there, pains as a woman in travail. With the East wind Thou hast broken the ships of Tarshish'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 209). I believe it describes the time after the thousand years of peace when the devil is released for a season: "And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the sea. And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them'' (Rev. 20:7-9). 

 

As we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the LORD of hosts, in the city of our God: God will establish it for ever. Selah [Ps. 48:8]. 

 

The people have heard and read all about this from their prophets, and now they are seeing the literal accomplishment of it all. It is the promised deliverance that down through the centuries God has assured them was coming. Finally it is realized. 

 

We have thought of thy lovingkindness, O God, in the midst of thy temple. 

 

According to thy name, O God, so is thy praise unto the ends of the earth: thy right hand is full of righteousness [Ps. 48:9-10]. 

 

In their millennial temple they will worship Him and meditate upon His lovingkindness to them. 

 

This psalm concludes with a great hallelujah chorus. 

 

Let mount Zion rejoice, let the daughters of Judah be glad, because of thy judgments. 

 

Walk about Zion, and go round about her: tell the towers thereof. 

 

Mark ye well her bulwarks, consider her palaces; that ye may tell it to the generation following. 

 

For this God is our God for ever and ever: he will be our guide even unto death [Ps. 48:11-14]. 

 

With great joy they will walk about Jerusalem, noticing every part of it, and praise Him who is their God and guide of their lives. What praise this will be! 

Psalm 49

THEME: The end of those who boast themselves in riches 

 

Psalm 49 concludes this first segment of the Exodus section of Psalms. We have seen the vindication of God's ways in connection with the wicked and the righteous. We have seen that God leads His people who are away from Him and out of the land. He has made known His intention of bringing His own to Himself and keeping them during the time of great trouble, just as He brought His people out of the land of Egypt when they were in bondage under a dictator. 

 

Psalm 49 is designed to contrast the ways of God in dealing with the wicked and the righteous. It does not exactly philosophize about the uncertainty of riches, the shortness of life; it is not just a sweet little dissertation which bids us bear bravely our perils and our sufferings, and tells us that virtue is its own reward, and that justice will triumph at the end. Rather, this psalm shows us not only the vanity of riches but the end of those who boast themselves in riches. This psalm may sound a bit revolutionary to you according to the thinking of today, but it is one that should be given special consideration in the days in which we live. 

 

Hear this, all ye people; give ear, all ye inhabitants of the world: 

 

Both low and high, rich and poor, together. 

 

My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding. 

 

I will incline mine ear to a parable: I will open my dark saying upon the harp [Ps. 49:1-4]. 

 

Or, as Dr. Gaebelein has translated them: "Hear ye this, all ye peoples, give ear, all ye inhabitants of the age, both low and high, rich and poor together! My mouth speaketh wisdom, and the meditation of my heart is understanding. I will incline mine ear to a parable. I will open my riddle upon the harp'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 211). 

 

What the psalmist is doing in this psalm, and will also do in the next one, is issuing a call to God's creatures to "hear.'' We are going to see this same thing when we come to the first chapter of Isaiah. We have already seen this in the Book of Deuteronomy. You will recall that when the Lord was ready to put His people in the land which He had promised, He called heaven and earth to witness that He was not only giving His people the land, but the conditions under which He was giving it to them. He used the form of a song. "Give ear, O ye heavens, and I will speak; and hear, O earth, the words of my mouth'' (Deut. 32:1). This is the beginning of the song of Moses. In this song, God calls heaven and earth to witness the conditions under which He is putting them in the land. At least eight hundred years later, God is ready to put His people out of the land because of their sin. Again, in the Book of Isaiah, God calls heaven and earth to witness that putting His people out of the land is just and righteous (Isa. 1:2). 

 

Now here is God's call to hear something that may be troubling you also, and it begins with a question: 

 

Wherefore should I fear in the days of evil, when the iniquity of my heels shall compass me about? [Ps. 49:5]. 

 

Immediately you wonder who is asking the question. Is it the psalmist? Or is this question asked by the self-confident rich? Perhaps it is asked by the righteous who suffer unjustly at the hands of the wicked, or asked by the people today who are in want. I believe it is the question of a poor man. I was a poor boy, and I confess that I have always considered the rich with a little bit of suspicion. I question their motives. "Why does God permit some people to become so rich? What is going to happen to them? Why do they get by with so much and seem not to have the same troubles as other men? There is a clique today in this country that is made up of the rich and influential. At election time they talk to us and tell us how wonderful, intelligent, and lovely we are because they want us to vote for their candidates. The question is, Why does God permit them to get by with so much? Why doesn't God do something about it?'' Let's see what this psalm has to say about this subject. 

 

They that trust in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their riches; 

 

None of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor give to God a ransom for him [Ps. 49:6-7]. 

 

No matter how rich a man is, he cannot buy salvation. He and I go to the counter for salvation. I have nothing with which to buy salvation. The rich man has money, but he cannot buy salvation with it. We are both on the same par. The rich man is excluded from redemption if he is deluded into thinking that he can either buy, do something, or give something to obtain his salvation. Romans 4:5 says, "But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness.'' 

 

Now we come to a parenthesis. 

 

(For the redemption of their soul is precious, and it ceaseth for ever:) [Ps. 49:8]. 

 

They don't have enough money to buy their salvation -- no one has enough to buy his salvation. 

 

That he should still live for ever, and not see corruption [Ps. 49:9]. 

 

Those who are rich will die just like everyone else. I think it was on the basis of this psalm that the Lord Jesus gave the parable about the rich man and Lazarus, the poor man, as recorded in Luke 16:19-26. No man, regardless of how rich he is, can redeem his (or another's) soul so that he can have eternal life. 

 

For he seeth that wise men die, likewise the fool and the brutish person perish, and leave their wealth to others [Ps. 49:10]. 

 

I don't care who you are, or how much wealth you have accumulated, some day you will die and leave it all behind. You can take all your treasures and put them in a safety deposit box, or in a vault, or bury them in the earth; you can say, "This is mine. Nobody can take it away from me.'' You are right -- no one can take it away from you, but there is Someone who can take you away from it. He is the Lord. One day death will knock at your door, and at that time you will be as poor as anyone. As the old bromide puts it, there is no pocket in a shroud. 

 

Years ago when one of the Astors died, some of the eager relatives were waiting outside. When the lawyer came out, they asked, "How much did he leave?'' The lawyer replied, "He left it all.'' He did not take anything with him. That is the first thing the psalmist observes -- the rich "leave their wealth to others.'' Friend, you may be rich while you are here on earth, but you cannot buy salvation, nor can you extend your life on earth forever. Someday you will have to leave, and that bundle you made here will have to stay. That is one reason we encourage people to leave what they have accumulated to Christian work to get the Word of God out to needy hearts. That is what is important. 

 

Their inward thought is, that their houses shall continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all generations; they call their lands after their own names [Ps. 49:11]. 

 

Many people try to perpetuate their names. I think it is interesting that the Rockefeller name is on buildings all over the world. People say, "My, wasn't he generous.'' In one sense that is pretty cheap advertising. I have never been able to pay enough money to have my name put in marble on a building -- I don't want it there either. The point is that a name on a building doesn't mean much. One of these days the buildings are going to come down, and the individual will be forgotten. 

 

Nevertheless man being in honour abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish [Ps. 49:12]. 

 

Men who have held high positions will go into the grave and return to dust just like everyone else. 

 

This their way is their folly: yet their posterity approve their sayings. Selah [Ps. 49:13]. 

 

Now here is a very interesting expression: 

 

Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed on them; and the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; and their beauty shall consume in the grave from their dwelling [Ps. 49:14]. 

 

The word grave in verse 14 is "Sheol, or the world of the dead.'' The rich, like sheep, are laid in Sheol. The literal rendering is: death is their shepherd. In contrast to this David said, "The LORD is my shepherd'' (Ps. 23:1) and He is life. "He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life'' (1John 5:12). The false shepherd is death. "Death shall feed on them.'' That is interesting. A shepherd should feed his sheep, but here is a shepherd who is eating his sheep. 

 

We are also told that "their beauty shall consume in the grave [Sheol] from their dwelling.'' A person may spend a fortune in a beauty parlor. A person may put on all kinds of lotions, powders, and creams; but what they look like after a few years in the grave is not a pretty sight. I have seen several like that. Death is not a beautiful thing by any means. 

 

But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave [Sheol]: for he shall receive me. Selah [Ps. 49:15]. 

 

"Selah'' indicates a pause at this point so that you can think over what you have read. God alone is able to redeem your soul. The important thing in this life is not whether you are rich or poor. In the final analysis, when you move out into eternity, the important thing is whether or not you are redeemed, whether or not you are a child of God through faith in Christ: 

 

Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the glory of his house is increased [Ps. 49:16]. 

 

Rich people today are getting away with murder, and with adultery, and with all kinds of things, and they are elected to office. Poor people are not getting a just deal in this world today. One of the reasons I cast my lot with the Lord Jesus is because He is going to judge the poor in righteousness. Some day I know I am going to get a fair deal. 

 

For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away: his glory shall not descend after him. 

 

Though while he lived he blessed his soul: and men will praise thee, when thou doest well to thyself. 

 

He shall go to the generation of his fathers; they shall never see light. 

 

Man that is in honour, and understandeth not, is like the beasts that perish [Ps. 49:17-20]. 

 

This is an interesting passage. We hear a great deal today about the theory that man has evolved from beasts and animals. The fact of the matter is that the Bible teaches the opposite. God created man in an upright position. God created man in His image. Man fell, and man can so live apart from God that he is like an animal in his life, and he is like an animal when he dies. Man does not evolve upward; he devolves downward. He is not on the upward trail at all. His inclination is to go down. That is natural with anything in this life. Everything, in my judgment, contradicts evolution. Nothing goes upward by itself; it all gravitates downward. The law of gravitation in the physical world pulls everything down. There is also a moral law of gravitation, which is immorality, and it will pull a man down. 

 

My friend, let's not be disturbed when we see the wicked prospering. 

Psalm 50

THEME: A psalm of judgment 

 

This is the first psalm of Asaph, a musician and one of the three song leaders in the temple. Heman, Asaph, and Ethan were the three. 

 

This is a great psalm of judgment. It reveals God coming in righteousness to judge His people and to judge the wicked. 

 

The mighty God, even the LORD, hath spoken, and called the earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof. 

 

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined. 

 

Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire shall devour before him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about him [Ps. 50:1-3]. 

 

The introduction to this psalm proclaims that the mighty God is coming. What a glorious anticipation this should be for the child of God. Some day we shall see our Lord! That is the prospect for every believer. 

 

He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that he may judge his people [Ps. 50:4]. 

 

When God is getting ready to judge, He wants plenty of witnesses to be there to make sure that He is righteous in all that He does. He says: 

 

Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by sacrifice [Ps. 50:5]. 

 

Those saints who have made a covenant with God by sacrifice are the Jews, the children of Israel. 

 

And the heavens shall declare his righteousness: for God is judge himself. Selah [Ps. 50:6]. 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ is going to be the judge. "For the Father judgeth no man, but hath committed all judgment unto the Son'' (John 5:22). 

 

Hear, O my people, and I will speak; O Israel, and I will testify against thee: I am God, even thy God [Ps. 50:7]. 

 

If you had lived in Jerusalem when the temple was there and people worshiped in it, you probably would have asked, "Lord, are you criticizing these people? They come regularly to the temple (which is the equivalent of every Sunday morning and evening service plus prayer meeting on Wednesday night). They are as busy as termites serving around the temple.'' Sure they were, but just going to church is not the most important thing. Of course it is important, but it will not establish a relationship with God. You had better establish that relationship through Christ so that your churchgoing can be pleasing to God. 

 

I will not reprove thee for thy sacrifices or thy burnt offerings, to have been continually before me. 

 

I will take no bullock out of thy house, nor he goats out of thy folds. 

 

For every beast of the forest is mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills [Ps. 50:8-10]. 

 

God says, "Did you really think you were giving Me something when you brought sacrifices to Me? Why, all the animals belong to Me anyway.'' This reminds us of the words of Jeremiah the prophet: "For I spake not unto your fathers, nor commanded them in the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices: But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have commanded you, that it may be well unto you'' (Jer. 7:22-23). The prophet Micah said something similar: "Wherewith shall I come before the LORD, and bow myself before the high God? shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves of a year old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?'' (Mic. 6:6-8). 

 

If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is mine, and the fulness thereof [Ps. 50:12]. 

 

If the Creator were hungry, He certainly would not need to tell the creature about it! 

 

And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify me [Ps. 50:15]. 

 

God asks His people to come to Him. But God intends to judge the wicked. He is saying, "I didn't intend to let you get by with sin.'' 

 

These things hast thou done, and I kept silence; thou thoughtest that I was altogether such an one as thyself: but I will reprove thee, and set them in order before thine eyes. 

 

Now consider this, ye that forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver [Ps. 50:21-22]. 

 

My friend, God is not speaking only to Israel, He is speaking to us in our day also. He unmasks hypocrisy. Because God is silent does not mean that He approves. There is a day of reckoning coming. God says, "I will reprove thee, and set them [your sins] in order before thine eyes.'' 

 

But God never ceases to be gracious. The way of salvation is mentioned. 

 

Whoso offereth praise glorifieth me: and to him that ordereth his conversation aright will I shew the salvation of God [Ps. 50:23]. 

 

"To him that ordereth his conversation [his way] aright'' -- who confesses his sins to God -- will be shown the way of salvation. 

Psalm 51

THEME: David's great penitential psalm 

 

The superscription on many of the psalms is actually a part of the inspired Word of God. The title of Psalm 51 is self-explanatory, and it is essential to the understanding of this psalm. "To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David, when Nathan the prophet came unto him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.'' The reference, of course, is to the great blot on David's life. It is not our intention to go into the lurid details of David's sin. Suffice it to say that David broke two of God's commandments. He broke the seventh commandment: "Thou shalt not commit adultery.'' He did with Bathsheba. He broke the sixth commandment: "Thou shalt not kill.'' He broke it indirectly in that he arranged for Uriah, the husband of Bathsheba, to be put in the front of the battle that he might be killed. And this was a dastardly and cold-blooded deal on the part of David, because Uriah was one of his mighty men and one of his most faithful followers -- or he would never have gone into the front of the battle at David's command. 

 

Now after this disgraceful incident, David did nothing, and he said nothing. Actually, both incidents would be considered business as usual down in Egypt, or in Babylon, or in Philistia, or in Edom, or in Moab. What David had done was a common practice and was more or less accepted. As a great preacher of the South said years ago, "When you put together a bunch of crooked sticks, they seem to straighten each other out.'' Have you ever noted that? And in this case when many monarchs engaged in things like this it gave it an air of not being as bad as it was. But it was as bad as God said it was. 

 

On the surface it looked as if David had gotten by with it. But let's put down one thing: David was God's man, and David was not going to get by with it. The fact of the matter is, during the interval when he kept quiet, he was a tormented man. He told us later what really went on in his heart. Over in Psalm 32, David says this: "When I kept silence, my bones waxed old through my roaring all the day long'' (Ps. 32:3). I think if you'd been in the court of David during that period when he was silent, you would have seen him age. This man went through awful anxiety. "For day and night thy hand was heavy upon me: my moisture is turned into the drought of summer'' (Ps. 32:4). This describes his feelings during that interval. 

 

Then God sent Nathan to David demanding an audience regarding an urgent matter. And Nathan approached the subject by telling David a story: "And the LORD sent Nathan unto David. And he came unto him, and said unto him, There were two men in one city; the one rich, and the other poor. The rich man had exceeding many flocks and herds: But the poor man had nothing, save one little ewe lamb, which he had bought and nourished up: and it grew up together with him, and with his children; it did eat of his own meat, and drank of his own cup, and lay in his bosom, and was unto him as a daughter. And there came a traveller unto the rich man, and he spared to take of his own flock and of his own herd, to dress for the wayfaring man that was come unto him; but took the poor man's lamb, and dressed it for the man that was come to him. And David's anger was greatly kindled against the man; and he said to Nathan, As the LORD liveth, the man that hath done this thing shall surely die: And he shall restore the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he had no pity'' (2Sam. 12:1-6). 

 

Then we come to one of the most dramatic moments in the Word of God, and it reveals Nathan as one of the bravest men in Scripture: "And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man . . .'' (2Sam. 12:7). Nathan pointed his finger at David and said to him, "You're the man!'' 

 

When he said that, there were three courses open to David. He could deny the charge. He could say, "Nathan is entirely wrong and is attempting to smear me.'' Or he could have merely pointed his scepter at Nathan, without saying a word because the guards would have understood, and would have led Nathan out and summarily executed him. David would not have needed to say anything. And, I suppose, if it had been carried to any kind of tribunal (which in those days it would not have been), the "supreme court'' would have handed down a decision that undue pressure was used by Nathan to extract a confession from David, and David would have been freed from all charges. 

 

There was a third course open to David, and that was to admit the charge. David followed the latter course. He made confession of his sin. Now David was not just a man; he was the king. And the king can do no wrong; he is above reproach. No one points the finger at the king. But Nathan did. And the very interesting thing is that David confessed. 

 

Now continuing with this encounter, let's pick up at verse 10, with Nathan giving him God's message: "Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife. Thus saith the LORD, Behold, I will raise up evil against thee out of thine own house, and I will take thy wives before thine eyes, and give them unto thy neighbor, and he shall lie with thy wives in the sight of this sun. For thou didst it secretly: but I will do this thing before all Israel, and before the sun. And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because of this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die'' (2Sam. 12:10-14). 

 

This now is the background of Psalm 51, because after this, David went into the privacy of his own chamber and made the confession which this psalm records. 

 

All the great men of God have confessed their sin before God. Augustine wrote his confessions. But Psalm 51 is one of the greatest confessionals that has ever been written. 

 

Psalm 51 divides very nicely into three divisions: (1) Cry of Conscience and Conviction of Sin -- verses 1-3; (2) Cry of Confession of Sin and Clemency (Compassion) of God -- verses 4-8; (3) Cry for Cleansing and Communion -- verses 9-19. 

CRY OF CONSCIENCE AND CONVICTION OF SIN (51:1-3)

Let us now listen to David's confession: 

 

Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy loving-kindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 

 

Wash me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

 

For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me [Ps. 51:1-3]. 

 

Sin is always complicated. It never is simple. And there are several words that David uses to describe his sin. In the Scriptures God uses many more words than this to describe sin, by the way. Sin is that which is complicated; it is goodness that is simple. Let me give you an illustration. Suppose I were holding behind me a stick and I told you it was a crooked stick. How do you think it would look? No two people would think it looked like it really does. No two would agree because it could be crooked in a million different ways. But suppose I say that I hold a ruler behind me that is perfectly straight. Everyone would think of it in just one way. It can't be straight in more than one way. It is sin that is complicated; it is goodness that is simple. 

 

David, first of all, called his sins transgressions. To transgress is to step over the boundaries of God. God has put up certain boundaries in this life. He has certain physical laws. He has certain moral laws. He has certain spiritual laws. Any time man attempts to step over any of them, he'll have to suffer the consequences. To do this is always called transgression. 

 

Also David called his sin iniquity. And iniquity means that which is altogether wrong. You can't excuse it; you can't offer some sort of an apology for it; you can't in any way condone it. That's iniquity. Then there are two words translated with the English word sin. In verses 2 and 3 it is the Hebrew word chattath, meaning "sin offering.'' In verse 4 it is chata, translated in the Septuagint by the Greek word hamartia, meaning "to miss the mark.'' That's all -- just miss the mark. We don't come up to God's standard, and it is in that sense that all of us today are sinners. None of us come up to the standard of God. "For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God'' (Rom. 3:23). 

 

Then the word evil that is used here by David means that which is actually wrong. In our day we even have ministers who are trying to condone all kinds of immorality, but let it be understood that the Bible is still very clear on what is right and what is wrong. There are questionable areas on which the Bible is silent, I grant you, but there is also clear-cut black and clear-cut white. God is unmistakably certain on these things. Evil is that which is actually wrong. David uses this word to speak of the fact that he was wrong. He admitted it. 

 

There is a dispensational aspect to this psalm, but I am not going to deal with that here. Actually, you cannot cram this psalm into one dispensation. It voices the experience of a man who is a member of the human family. This is the experience of a man in any dispensation -- at any time since Adam and Eve left the Garden of Eden and on until eternity begins on this earth. 

 

The experience of David is that he has come under deep conviction of sin. You and I cannot enter into the horror of the guilt of David. To him his sin was repugnant. He hated it, and he hated himself because he did it. He felt dirty all over. His conscience was outraged. And he had a feeling of guilt as big as the Rock of Gibraltar. There was anguish of soul in this man. Conscience was pointing an accusing finger at him, and there was a cry of conscience within, telling David he was wrong. 

 

Now I know someone will say, "But conscience is not a good guide.'' That's true. But let's notice that conscience has a function; the function of conscience is not to tell us what is right or what is wrong. That is not the purpose of conscience. The purpose of conscience, and the function of it, is to tell us that we are right or that we are wrong. It doesn't tell us what is right and wrong. Let me give you an example in the New Testament. Paul uses it in his letter to the Corinthians: "Whatsoever is sold in the shambles, that eat, asking no question for conscience sake: For the earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof'' (1Cor. 10:25-26). Then he goes on to say: "Conscience, I say, not thine own, but of the other . . .'' (1Cor. 10:29). What Paul is saying is this: "As far as God is concerned whether you eat meat or you don't eat meat makes no difference. But if you go into the home of someone and meat is served to you, don't ask them where they bought it. If you knew they bought it at the heathen temple, then your conscience would tell you that you were wrong in eating it -- because you may have a wrong influence. But if you don't know, if your host doesn't tell you, then it's not wrong for you to eat it.'' Conscience, you see, doesn't tell you what is wrong; it tells you that it is wrong. There are some folk who have a conscience about one thing and some have a conscience about something else. And it is dangerous for any person to violate his own conscience. 

 

Now David's conscience was speaking to him, and the cry of his conscience was a conviction of sin. He was wrong, and there was no explanation he could offer at all. Listen to him: 

 

For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me [Ps. 51:3]. 

 

The king said he was wrong. 

CRY OF CONFESSION OF SIN AND CLEMENCY (COMPASSION) OF GOD (51:4-7)

The second division is the cry of confession of sin, and the clemency and compassion of God. 

 

Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest [Ps. 51:4]. 

 

David has been criticized because he made this statement. There are those who say he should not have said it was a sin against God; he should have said it was a sin against Bathsheba. Wasn't it? It sure was. Also it was a sin against his family, for he had a family at that time. It was a sin against them, and David should have said that, so the critics say. They also say that it was a sin against society and Jerusalem at that time, and it was. It was a sin against the nation of which he was king. He was breaking God's commandment. But, my friend, in the final analysis sin is always against God. Bathsheba is gone. I do not know where her family is. The society of that day has disappeared. Actually, the nation is no longer under the line of David. But that sin still stands on the escutcheon of the Word of God and against God. 

 

Let's read the historical record again, as it is very important. This is what God said to David: "Now therefore the sword shall never depart from thine house; because thou hast despised me, and hast taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be thy wife'' (2Sam. 12:10). "And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die. Howbeit, because by this deed thou hast given great occasion to the enemies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child also that is born unto thee shall surely die'' (2Sam. 12:13-14). For three thousand years now the enemy, the critic, has been pointing his finger at the Word of God and saying, "You mean to tell me that David is a man after God's own heart?'' I heard this on Pershing Square in Los Angeles several years ago. A man had gathered around him a crowd -- he was a disheveled, dirty-looking fellow, with a leer in his voice and on his face. He said to them, "Now they say God is holy!'' Then he gave a suggestive laugh and made some filthy statements about David, and said, "They say He is a holy God!'' 

 

God said to David, "David, you've hurt Me.'' One night I went with some friends to Bughouse Square in Chicago (that corresponds to Pershing Square in Los Angeles, and that's a better name than Pershing Square, by the way), and there was the worst filth I've ever heard. I never have heard a man as filthy as he was. And who was he talking about? David. God said, "David, you've given great occasion to My enemies to blaspheme, and because of that the child will die, and the sword will never leave your house.'' And it never did. To his dying day David paid for his sin. Not only that child died, but the son he loved, the one he wanted to succeed him as king, also died. When David heard that his son Absalom had been killed in battle, he wrapped his mantle about his head, walked to the top of the wall, up those winding stairs, and as he went up he wept, ". . . O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! would God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son!'' (2Sam. 18:33). David did not think Absalom was saved; he wanted him to live. My friend, David paid for his sin. 

 

Now notice that David makes it very clear that this sin goes back to a sin nature. 

 

Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me [Ps. 51:5]. 

 

David, as well as the rest of us, came into the world with a sin nature. Paul, recognizing this, says to believers today, "Brethren, if a [Christian] man be overtaken in a fault, ye which are spiritual, restore such an one in the spirit of meekness; considering thyself, lest thou also be tempted'' (Gal. 6:1). And Goethe said that he saw no fault committed which he too might not have committed. And Samuel Johnson said, "Every man knows that of himself which he dares not tell his dearest friend.'' Even Seneca, a pagan philosopher of Rome, said, "We must say of ourselves that we are evil, have been evil, and unhappily, I must add -- shall be also in the future. Nobody can deliver himself; someone must stretch out a hand to lift him up.'' And the Word of God confirms this. Even the writer of Ecclesiastes says, "For there is not a just man upon earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not'' (Eccl. 7:20). Also in the Book of Proverbs we read, "There is a generation that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed from their filthiness'' (Prov. 30:12). There are people who think they are all right, but they are not sensitive to sin. They are like the man in the far North who, as he got colder, wanted to rest. He felt very comfortable sitting down. But those with him knew what was happening to him -- he was freezing to death. They wouldn't let him sit down but kept him moving so he would not die. Today there are many sitting in our churches so cold and so comfortable that they do not realize that in God's sight they are sinners. We not only need a Savior, but we need cleansing. Paul says, "For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh,) dwelleth no good thing . . .'' (Rom. 7:18). David, you see, went right down to the root of the matter. He confessed that he had a sin nature. 

 

David's confession continues: 

 

Behold, thou desirest truth in the inward parts: and in the hidden part thou shalt make me to know wisdom [Ps. 51:6]. 

 

God is not interested in what you have been on the surface. You may be baptized and be nothing more than a baptized sinner, still unsaved. You may be a member of a church, but, my friend, that is all exterior. You still could be lost. He says He desires truth on the inside. 

 

The psalmist goes on: 

 

Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow [Ps. 51:7]. 

 

Follow me now very carefully. Here is without doubt one of the greatest passages in the Word of God. There are those who say that the reason David was forgiven was because he confessed his sin. If you say that, you've told only part of the story. That's not the reason. Turn back to the historical record: "And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die'' (2Sam. 12:13). God took the first step: He sent Nathan. I think David would still be sitting over there keeping quiet if Nathan had not come in. Maybe he couldn't have kept it much longer -- I don't know. But he didn't make the first step; God made the first step. 

 

And how was God able to forgive him? Because He had revealed Himself. Now follow this closely. God revealed Himself to the nation Israel: "And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children, and upon the children's children, unto the third and to the fourth generation'' (Exod. 34:6-7). Somebody asks, "Doesn't it go any further than that?'' It sure does. It will keep going, but that is as far down as any man will be able to see -- the third and fourth generations. A man may see his sin carried down that far. But I want you to notice here two things that are conflicting and contradictory. God says He forgives iniquity and He shows mercy. Then He turns right around and says, "that will by no means clear the guilty.'' There is a paradox. Listen to David again: "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.'' Hyssop was a little plant that grew on rocks in damp places. An interesting sidelight is a statement from a scientific journal that penicillin was found growing on hyssop. However, hyssop had to do with something penicillin can't cure: sin. Back in the Old Testament hyssop was used for three purposes. First, when God took the children of Israel out of Egypt, He said, "There is one thing you must do at the Passover. You are to take a lamb, slay it and take its blood in a basin out to the front door and, with bunches of hyssop, apply the blood to the doorposts and to the lintel, then go back inside.'' Second, when God was giving instructions for cleansing a leper, He told about taking two birds. One was to be slain; the live bird was taken with hyssop, dipped in the blood of the slain bird, and then let fly away. This portrays the death and resurrection of Christ. But the application of it was by hyssop. Third, when the people of Israel were on the wilderness march and one of them sinned, they couldn't stop and put up the tabernacle and offer a sacrifice. So provisions were made for purification of sin by killing a red heifer, burning it (with hyssop added), gathering the ashes and taking them along on the wilderness march. When a man sinned, the ashes were put in water, then hyssop was used to sprinkle them on him. There was the application of a sacrifice that brought forgiveness. 

 

You have to go to the cross to find the interpretation. On the cross the Son of God said, ". . . My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?'' (Matt. 27:46). Why did He say that? I'll tell you why. Because God cannot by any means clear the guilty. He can't. He never will. And when the Lord Jesus Christ, on the cross, was made sin for us, He who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him -- when He was delivered for our offenses -- God had to treat Him as He must treat sin. God spared Abraham's son; but God did not spare His own Son when He had my sin and your sin upon Him. He had to slay Him, because God cannot pardon the guilty. Let's be clear on that. He does not operate like our Supreme Court. God hates sin. God will punish sin. By no means will He clear the guilty. And His Son died. 

 

On the cross Jesus also said, ". . . Father, forgive them . . .'' (Luke 23:34). Forgive them! How can He forgive them? How can He extend mercy to thousands? How can He forgive iniquity? How can He forgive David? And how can He forgive you and me? "In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace'' (Eph. 1:7). And every time you find forgiveness in the New Testament, the blood of Christ is close by. God never forgives sin apart from the death of Christ. Never. Never. God is not forgiving sin because He is big-hearted. He forgives because His Son paid the penalty. And now with open arms He can say to you, "I can extend mercy to you because my Son died for you.'' Oh, David knew the way into the heart of God. David says, "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.'' It is the application of the death of Christ to the life. 

CRY FOR CLEANSING AND COMMUNION (51:9-19)

Notice now David's cry for cleansing and communion. 

 

Hide thy face from my sins, and blot out all mine iniquities [Ps. 51:9]. 

 

Blot out -- David needed a spot remover. In getting ready to make an extensive trip, every little book and folder I read advised, "Be sure to take along a spot remover because you are going to get gravy on your suit.'' How in the world did they know me? But I appreciate their advice because I know I'll need a spot remover. All of us do. David needed a spot remover. 

 

Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me [Ps. 51:10]. 

 

The word for "create'' here is the same word as in Genesis 1:1: "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth'' -- bara, out of nothing. "I need a new heart,'' David said. "Create in me a new heart,'' and the word create means "out of nothing.'' In other words, there was nothing in David's heart that God could use. He was not asking for renovation or reformation. He was asking for something new. Sometimes we hear the invitation, "Give God your heart.'' May I ask you, "What do you think God wants with that old dirty, filthy heart of yours?'' He doesn't want it. God is not asking anybody to give Him his heart. He wants to give you a new one. That's what He wants to do. "Create in me a new heart'' is what David is asking for. "For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them'' (Eph. 2:10). "Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new'' (2Cor. 5:17). Let God give you a new heart. 

 

David has another request: 

 

Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me [Ps. 51:11]. 

 

The spirit of God came upon David as king that he might be God's man. By the way, no Christian today can pray that prayer, because if you are indwelt by the Spirit of God, He will never leave you. You can grieve Him, you can quench Him, but you can never grieve Him away or quench Him away. We are told, "And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption'' (Eph. 4:30). Therefore no child of God can lose the Spirit of God. However, the Holy Spirit can be inoperative in a Christian's life, and that is what happened to David. He is asking that the Spirit of God may continue to work in his life. 

 

Then he says, 

 

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit [Ps. 51:12]. 

 

David did not lose his salvation. He lost the joy of his salvation, and he wanted communion with God restored. For he found out, as the prodigal son found out, that there is not nearly as much fun in the far country as there is in the Father's house. 

 

He wanted all this for a purpose: 

 

Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee. 

 

O LORD, open thou my lips; and my mouth shall shew forth thy praise [Ps. 51:13,15]. 

 

He wanted to praise God again. 

 

Then shalt thou be pleased with the sacrifices of righteousness, with burnt offering and whole burnt offering: then shall they offer bullocks upon thine altar [Ps. 51:19]. 

 

He not only wanted to praise God, he wanted to please God. 

 

The Lord Jesus went to dinner in the home of a Pharisee. A woman who had been saved came in there from the street. But Simon the Pharisee only knew her in the past, and he would have passed by on the other side rather than meet her on the street. But according to the custom of the day, when he had guests she had a right to come into his house and even stand and observe. She got to the place where our Lord was reclining (they used couches rather than chairs in that day), and she stood at His feet behind Him, weeping. She washed His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head, and kissed His feet, and anointed them with ointment. Simon, His host, became critical. He began to find fault. And our Lord really rebuked him. He said, "When I came here you didn't even furnish me water to wash my feet. You didn't even extend to me the common courtesies. But this woman has not ceased to wash my feet with her tears. She's been forgiven. You have not'' (Luke 7:44, paraphrase mine). Then He said to him, ". . . Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little'' (Luke 7:47). We think we are all right. My friend, God cannot clear the guilty, and He says you and I are guilty before Him. The only way he could save you and me is to give His Son to die. For the worst sinner in the world that is all that is needed. And this is the way you and I are saved also. ". . . To whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.'' To whom much is forgiven -- oh, he loves much. 

 

What is the measure of your love? Well, it is your estimate of your own sins. Is it possible that you do not confess your sins? When was the last time you wept over your sins? When was the last time you cried out in the night because of your failures? Thank God, there is forgiveness with Him. But there needs to be confession on our part. 

Psalm 52

THEME: Antichrist, the mighty man of mischief 

 

Psalm 52 begins a series of four psalms (52 -- 55) which give a prophetic picture we get nowhere else of the coming Antichrist, the Man of Sin, who will be a world dictator and dominate Israel during the Tribulation. Our Lord referred to him in the Olivet discourse. The prophet Daniel and the apostle Paul both speak of him. 

 

These four psalms are maschil, or instruction, psalms. They give us deep spiritual truths concerning the future. Many wild things are being said today in the field of prophecy. There is fanaticism in the great department of eschatology, the doctrine of future things; and some things are being said that should not be said. Because of the anxiety and uncertainty of this day and age in which we live, many folk are turning to the Word of God. Prophetic conferences are springing up everywhere, sponsored by churches that never before were interested in prophecy. Many speakers are attempting to be sensational by making prophetic statements that have no foundation in the Word of God. 

 

This cluster of four psalms gives us accurate instructions relative to this "Man of Sin,'' the Antichrist who is coming. 

 

Let me remind you that the superscription of the psalm is inspired; it is part of the psalm itself. It was written, "To the chief Musician, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when Doeg the Edomite came and told Saul, and said unto him, David is come to the house of Ahimelech.'' In other words, here is a man who betrayed David. David was hurt and betrayed by many men who professed to be his friends. We will see one of them in this particular section. 

 

Boasting is a mark of the Antichrist. 

 

Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God endureth continually [Ps. 52:1]. 

 

Here is a man who is boasting of his sin. When David sinned, he kept quiet because he was under deep conviction. When the man of the world sins, he loves it and boasts about it. A mark of the Antichrist is that he will brag about his sin. This is the big difference between the child of God and the child of the devil. The child of God may sin just like the man in the world, because they both have an old nature. The difference is that the man of God will not boast about it. He will hang his head in shame. He will hate himself. But the sinner brags about what he does, and the Man of Sin, the Antichrist, will be the epitome of that type of man. And all the sinners will love him for it, you see. 

 

Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp razor, working deceitfully [Ps. 52:2]. 

 

God will tolerate the Man of Sin for a short period of time. For seven years the Antichrist's tongue will devise mischief. 

 

Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than to speak righteousness. Selah [Ps. 52:3]. 

 

You have heard it said of some people that they would rather tell a lie even when it would have been easier to tell the truth. That will be true of the Antichrist. 

 

Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue [Ps. 52:4]. 

 

This psalm has given us two names for the Man of Sin. In Psalm 52:1 he is called "mighty man.'' In this verse he is called a "deceitful tongue.'' You will not be able to believe a word he says. This is another one of his characteristics. 

 

God shall likewise destroy thee for ever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the living. Selah [Ps. 52:5]. 

 

The word destroy means "to beat down.'' The Antichrist will be a world dictator whom no one can stop, no one except God. When the Lord Jesus Christ returns to earth, He will beat down the Man of Sin. 

 

The righteous also shall see, and fear, and shall laugh at him [Ps. 52:6]. 

 

When God brings the Antichrist into judgment, when He beats him down, and the one whom the peoples of the earth once feared will be laughed at, the Antichrist will be the laughingstock of the universe. 

 

Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness [Ps. 52:7]. 

 

He will be a very rich man. Our country has come to the place where only a rich man can win an election to office. The politicians talk a great deal about Abraham Lincoln, but I doubt if he would be able to make it to the presidency in this day. The Antichrist will be able to make it to the top at the beginning because he will be a rich man. 

 

In the midst of this, the child of God will be able to say: 

 

But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God: I trust in the mercy of God for ever and ever. 

 

I will praise thee for ever, because thou hast done it: and I will wait on thy name; for it is good before thy saints [Ps. 52:8-9]. 

 

This brief psalm gives us a prophetic picture of the Antichrist and of the believing remnant who will suffer under his persecution, then will worship and praise God when he is dethroned. 

Psalm 53

THEME: The fool, foreshadowing Antichrist, denies the existence of God 

 

This psalm is the same as Psalm 14 as far as the translation is concerned, but there is something very interesting about it. It begins: 

 

The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. Corrupt are they, and have done abominable iniquity: there is none that doeth good [Ps. 53:1]. 

 

This psalm is "To the chief Musician upon Mahalath, Maschil, A Psalm of David.'' Mahalath has to do with sickness and sorrow, and it corresponds to the mournful condition of the last days when Antichrist is the ruler. He, of course, will be an atheist. The difference between Psalm 14 and Psalm 53 lies in the way the name of God is used. In Psalm 14 the name Jehovah is used four times and the name Elohim is used three times. Psalm 53 uses the name Elohim seven times. That is significant. Elohim is God's name as Creator. Now notice at what point atheism breaks through. It is relative to creation. The Bible, which is God's revelation, is denied and is no longer considered trustworthy, infallible, and inerrant. The first chapters of Genesis are branded as folklore and myth, even by some men who claim to be believers. Evolution is adopted as the explanation for the origin of all things. Many years ago an educator, who was president of one of the largest universities in this country, said, "We no longer take anything for granted, not even the existence of God.'' This is the spirit of the Antichrist. He will deny the existence of the Father and the Son. 1John 2:22 tells us the mark of the Antichrist: "Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and the Son.'' 

 

If you are going to come to God, you will have to come by faith. "But without faith it is impossible to please him; for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him'' (Heb. 11:6). A number of years ago the Beatles (a rock music group) said, "We are more popular than Christ!'' Of course that is not true now. Their popularity lasted for only a short time. It is interesting how the Lord Jesus Christ has moved back into the spotlight, having been out of it for so long. 

 

Atheism is a characteristic of Antichrist. In the last days the forces of atheism will be headed up in him. Of him Paul wrote: "Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God'' (2Thess. 2:4). 

 

This psalm ends with an expression of longing on the part of the believing remnant. 

 

Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! When God bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad [Ps. 53:6]. 

 

How can anyone say that God is through with the nation of Israel after reading this verse? "When God bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.'' To deny that God has a future purpose for Israel is to deny the inerrancy and inspiration of Scripture. Yet men who say they are believers attempt to spiritualize this. A great company of Amillennialists (I studied in an amillennial seminary, and I know that crowd pretty well) have spiritualized the Book of Revelation instead of interpreting it literally. In my judgment, to spiritualize Scripture is practically to deny its inspiration. Now, my friend, God is not through with the nation of Israel. Listen to this verse again: "Oh that the salvation of Israel were come out of Zion! When God bringeth back the captivity of his people, Jacob shall rejoice, and Israel shall be glad.'' I think that even a child could understand what is being said here -- that "Zion'' means Zion, "Jacob'' means Jacob, "Israel'' means Israel, and "God'' means God. This verse means exactly what it says. And God will answer this prayer. He will again deal with Israel as a nation. 

Psalm 54

THEME: A cry of faith in the time of Antichrist 

 

This marvelous little psalm is wedged in here, in the midst of all the troubles of the Great Tribulation, so that we can hear the cry of faith on the part of the remnant of God's people and of a great company of Gentiles, too. 

 

Now note the historical background: "To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, A Psalm of David, when the Ziphims came and said to Saul, Doth not David hide himself with us?'' From this introduction we discover several things. The neginoth was a stringed musical instrument. Maschil means that this is another psalm of instruction, a psalm of David. The Ziphims absolutely betrayed David. The Ziphims are also called Ziphites, and the record of their betrayal is found in 1Samuel 23. When David learned that these people had told Saul where he was, he cried: 

 

Save me, O God, by thy name, and judge me by thy strength. 

 

Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth [Ps. 54:1-2]. 

 

David was betrayed. And we are told that in the Great Tribulation period brother will betray brother. It will be a time again of awful betrayal. 

 

It was a godless crowd that betrayed David. During the Tribulation period the godless Antichrist will be in power, and the Jewish remnant will suffer greatly under this Man of Sin. 

 

For strangers are risen up against me, and oppressors seek after my soul: they have not set God before them. Selah [Ps. 54:3]. 

 

David was in deep distress, as will be the remnant during the Tribulation of the future. 

 

This brief psalm concludes with an expression of confidence in the help of God. 

 

Behold, God is mine helper: the Lord is with them that uphold my soul. 

 

He shall reward evil unto mine enemies: cut them off in thy truth. 

 

I will freely sacrifice unto thee: I will praise thy name, O LORD; for it is good. 

 

For he hath delivered me out of all trouble: and mine eye hath seen his desire upon mine enemies [Ps. 54:4-7]. 

 

We know from the historical record that God did deliver David from the treacherous Ziphites, and the faithful remnant can rest in the confidence that God will deliver them also. God will surely keep His promises. 

Psalm 55

THEME: The darkest days under Antichrist 

 

This psalm concludes this little cluster of four prophetic psalms that picture the Antichrist. Notice that this is another maschil psalm, which is a psalm of instruction. It pictures what I believe to be the darkest moment of the Tribulation period. The Antichrist, the Man of Sin, is fully portrayed here in a remarkable way, a way that many who are even students of prophecy have never considered. 

 

This psalm is inscribed "To the chief Musician on Neginoth, Maschil, A Psalm of David.'' We are not told the exact background of this psalm, but I think we can make an educated guess. You will recall that David's own son, Absalom, led a rebellion against him. David was forced to leave Jerusalem. He found that many people were following his son, and he knew there would be trouble. In order that Jerusalem, his beloved city, would not be destroyed, he left it. He went back to the caves of the earth to hide. As David left his city, weeping, word was brought to him that Ahithophel, a member of his cabinet and close friend, had gone over to Absalom's side. He had betrayed David. We are told in 2Samuel 15:30-31, "And David went up by the ascent of mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his head covered, and he went barefoot: and all the people that was with him covered every man his head, and they went up, weeping as they went up. And one told David, saying, Ahithophel is among the conspiritors with Absalom. And David said, O LORD, I pray thee, turn the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness.'' And that is exactly what God did -- He turned the counsel of Ahithophel into foolishness. Keep these things in mind as we hit the high points of this psalm. 

 

Give ear to my prayer, O God; and hide not thyself from my supplication. 

 

Attend unto me, and hear me: I mourn in my complaint, and make a noise [Ps. 55:1-2]. 

 

David is like the squeaking wheel that gets the grease. David says, "I am making a noise to Thee, Lord. I am crying out to Thee because I am in a desperate situation. I have been betrayed by a friend.'' 

 

Because of the voice of the enemy, because of the oppression of the wicked: for they cast iniquity upon me, and in wrath they hate me. 

 

My heart is sore pained within me: and the terrors of death are fallen upon me [Ps. 55:3-4]. 

 

David did not know but what he would be slain at that time, especially when those who had been so close to him had deserted him. 

 

And I said, Oh that I had wings like a dove! for then would I fly away, and be at rest [Ps. 55:6]. 

 

At first, David was advised to fly away to his mountain, but he would not do it then. But now all seems lost. Even Ahithophel, his trusted advisor, has betrayed him. Does that remind you of something? It reminds me of Judas Iscariot who betrayed Christ. Also, it foreshadows the time when the nation will be betrayed by Antichrist. 

 

Many of us have had the bitter experience of betrayal. I was a pastor for many years, and during those years I have had some wonderful people on my staff; but one or two of them have turned out to be like Ahithophel and Judas Iscariot. They betrayed me. When someone in whom you have placed your confidence betrays you, it hurts. 

 

But it was thou, a man mine equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance [Ps. 55:13]. 

 

David is speaking, I believe, of his "familiar friend,'' Ahithophel. This is also a picture of the Antichrist who will betray the nation of Israel. He will pretend to be their friend, will make a covenant with them and then will betray them. 

 

We took sweet counsel together, and walked unto the house of God in company [Ps. 55:14]. 

 

These are people who will pray with you and who will pray for you when you are with them. But when your back is turned, they will put a knife in it. There are people like that all around us. And if the Antichrist appeared tomorrow, he would have a following before the sun went down. 

 

What David says next is imprecatory, I grant you, but listen to him: 

 

Let death seize upon them, and let them go down quick into hell: for wickedness is in their dwellings, and among them [Ps. 55:15]. 

 

"Let them go down quick into hell'' is literally, "Let them go alive down to Sheol!'' In our contemporary society we often hear the frightful expression, Go to hell. That is an awful thing to say, and David almost said that relative to Ahithophel. In contrast to him, our Lord Jesus prayed for them who despitefully used Him and instructed us to do likewise. 

 

As for me, I will call upon God; and the LORD shall save me. 

 

Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and he shall hear my voice [Ps. 55:16-17]. 

 

What a picture that gives of David's distress -- "Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud.'' My friend, one good thing your enemy will do for you is to cause you to pray more than you have ever prayed before! 

 

Now notice this picture of Antichrist -- oh, is he a liar! Remember that the Lord Jesus said the devil was a liar from the beginning (John 8:44), and Antichrist is right out of the pit of hell. 

 

The words of his mouth were smoother than butter, but war was in his heart: his words were softer than oil, yet were they drawn swords [Ps. 55:21]. 

 

Ahithophel, pretending to be a friend to David, was plotting against him. He was a little adumbration of Antichrist. 

 

Cast thy burden upon the LORD, and he shall sustain thee: he shall never suffer the righteous to be moved [Ps. 55:22]. 

 

Dear Christian friend, let me say to you: Turn your enemies over to God. "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord'' (Rom. 12:19). Turn over those who would betray you to the Lord. I was a pastor for over forty years, and I feel I can speak about this subject with some experience and knowledge. I have found that the Lord does a better job in dealing with my enemies than I can. He knows just how to do it. Cast your burden upon the Lord and He will take care of everything. During the days of the Great Tribulation, Israel will finally turn to the Lord because there will be no place else for them to turn. 

 

But thou, O God, shalt bring them down into the pit of destruction: bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half their days; but I will trust in thee [Ps. 55:23]. 

 

What about you today? What about me? How are we going to live in the world today? Are we going to hate people and criticize them for what they do to us? Are we going to cry when we are betrayed and wronged? No! Let's start trusting in the Lord. That's the way out. 

Psalm 56

THEME: David's fear and trust 

 

This psalm brings us to another delightful cluster of psalms (56 -- 60) known as the michtam psalms. What does michtam mean? It speaks of that which is substantial, or enduring, or fixed. Michtam literally means "engraven'' or "permanent.'' This word pictures that which is unmoveable, steadfast, stable and enduring. In Psalm 57:7 when David says, "My heart is fixed,'' that is a michtam. 

 

Delitzsch called Psalm 56 "the cheerful courage of a fugitive.'' You will recall that in Psalm 55 David wished that he had the wings of a dove so that he could fly away and lodge in the wilderness (Ps. 55:6-7); in this psalm his desire is realized. The enemy is outside. However, David is in great danger; the wicked are on every side. But through it all God delivered him. The historical background of this psalm has to do with the Philistines capturing David at Gath. David's experience is a picture of the Great Tribulation period. All of these psalms have a prophetic undertone. Between the historical (David's experiences) and the prophetical (Israel's experience in the future), is a real message for us today. All of the Psalms have a message for our own hearts. 

 

This psalm is inscribed "To the chief Musician upon Jonathelem-rechokim, Michtam of David, when the Philistines took him in Gath.'' 

 

Be merciful unto me, O God: for man would swallow me up; he fighting daily oppresseth me. 

 

Mine enemies would daily swallow me up: for they be many that fight against me, O thou most High [Ps. 56:1-2]. 

 

Now let me give you Dr. Gaebelein's translation of these verses -- he was a Hebrew scholar. "Be gracious unto me, O God, for man would swallow me up; throughout the day fighting he oppresseth me. They are watching me and would swallow me up the whole day; for many are they that fight against me in pride'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 232). David is surrounded by the enemy. He seems to be on a hot seat. What is he going to do in a bad spot like this? 

 

What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee [Ps. 56:3]. 

 

Was David afraid? He certainly was. A couple heard me make the statement that when I travel by plane I do not enjoy the trip because there is fear in my heart. They thought there was something wrong with my faith in God. My friend, fear will bring out faith in your life. Listen to David, "What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee.'' These people who sit back comfortably and say, "I haven't any fear,'' may mean that they are insensitive to the circumstances and problems that really exist. Or they may have a foolish sort of faith. David admitted he was afraid, but he trusted the Lord to take care of him. 

 

Can you have fear and faith at the same time? The Scripture says, "There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He that feareth is not made perfect in love'' (1John 4:18). Perfect love casts out fear. Love will do it. But you can have faith and still be afraid. I hope this will comfort some folks, because there are many foolish things being said which are not scriptural. 

 

Thou tellest my wanderings: put thou my tears into thy bottle: are they not in thy book? [Ps. 56:8]. 

 

"The Lord counts my wanderings.'' The Lord knows about every trip you take and about every trip I take. I have thought about this many times while I have been studying the Psalms. Since I have been retired, I have gone from place to place for speaking engagements. Sometimes I ask my wife, "What did I speak about when we were in a certain place in Florida, or when we were in Texas, Washington, or the Hawaiian Islands?'' I had forgotten, but the Lord has written all of that down. If I just had access to His book, it would be a great help. 

 

"My tears have been put into thy bottle.'' A note in The New Scofield Bible concerning this subject says, "Sometimes, in olden days in the East, mourners would catch their tears in bottles (water skins) and place them at the tombs of their loved ones'' -- to show how much they had grieved. Let me add to that something John Bunyan, the tinker of Bedford, said, "God preserves our tears in a bottle, so that He can wipe them away.'' When I read that, I wished I had cried more. We need to weep more. Matthew Henry said, "The tears of God's persecuted people are bottled up, and sealed among God's treasures.'' 

 

In God will I praise his word: in the LORD will I praise his word [Ps. 56:10]. 

 

Someone wrote to me and said, "You make too much of the Bible. You are everlastingly talking about the Word of God.'' That is what David did also. There are so few people who are praising His Word that I am going to try to make up for them. 

 

In God have I put my trust: I will not be afraid what man can do unto me [Ps. 56:11]. 

 

How wonderful it is to have a resource and a recourse to God. 

 

For thou hast delivered my soul from death: wilt not thou deliver my feet from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of the living? [Ps. 56:13]. 

 

David said, especially after his great sin, "I want to walk before God so that I won't slip up again.'' As far as the record is concerned, he did not slip up again, either. The king of Babylon committed that kind of sin every day of the year; it was commonplace for him. But it was not the practice of David. He said, "I want to walk before God.'' Today we are enjoined to walk in the Holy Spirit. ". . . Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh'' (Gal. 5:16). God has given us more than a walking stick. He has given us the indwelling Holy Spirit. To walk in the Spirit means to utterly and absolutely depend on the Spirit of God. This gets right down to where the rubber meets the road. As we will see in our study of Galatians, we are to get down from our highchairs and start walking. We learn to walk in the Spirit as we learned to walk physically, by trying it. Of course we will fail time and time again, but we are to get up, dust ourselves off, and start out again. You will learn to walk in the Spirit if you keep at it and commit yourself to Him every day. 

Psalm 57

THEME: A cry for mercy 

 

This is the second michtam psalm, and it has an added title -- Al-taschith, meaning "destroy not.'' As we get into this psalm we will see that it has real meaning. It is inscribed "To the chief Musician, Al-taschith, Michtam of David, when he fled from Saul in the cave.'' 

 

David spent time in the caves along the Dead Sea by Engedi. It is below sea level and a hot spot during the summer; in the winter it is a delightful place. It is rugged country. The cave of Adullam is in that area also. It is the belief of many expositors that this psalm has reference to that cave of Adullam where David meditated on many of the psalms that he composed. In them we see that his sufferings foreshadowed the sufferings of Christ and those of the godly remnant during the time of Jacob's trouble. Also these psalms speak to us today, which is the wonder of the Word of God. 

 

Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me: for my soul trusteth in thee: yea, in the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge, until these calamities be overpast [Ps. 57:1]. 

 

I don't know about you, but my prayer is the same as David's, "O God be merciful to me.'' I want God to be merciful to me. I don't want Him to be just with me and righteous. If He is, I am going to get a whipping. I want Him to be merciful and gracious to me. He is that kind of a God -- rich in mercy. He has enough for me -- and I am going to require a lot of it -- but there will be enough for you also. 

 

"In the shadow of thy wings will I make my refuge'' -- or as Dr. Gaebelein has it, "in the shadow of Thy wings will I find shelter.'' David experienced this shelter. The nation of Israel did not, however. In Matthew 23:37 the Lord Jesus said, "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!'' Israel has not as yet come under His wings. Are you ready to come under His wings? In other words, be obedient to Him, to love Him -- Jesus said, "If ye love me, keep my commandments'' (John 14:15) -- and to walk in the Spirit? 

 

Now notice these wonderful statements: 

 

He shall send from heaven, and save me from the reproach of him that would swallow me up. Selah. God shall send forth his mercy and his truth [Ps. 57:3]. 

 

This will be literally fulfilled for the faithful remnant when Christ returns in power and great glory; and they will say, ". . . Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, and he will save us: this is the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and rejoice in his salvation'' (Isa. 25:9). 

 

My soul is among lions: and I lie even among them that are set on fire, even the sons of men, whose teeth are spears and arrows, and their tongue a sharp sword [Ps. 57:4]. 

 

Satan goes up and down this world like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour (1Peter 5:8), and he has a lot of little lions helping him, by the way. 

 

Remember that these michtam psalms have to do with that which is permanent and enduring, that which is substantial and lasting. 

 

My heart is fixed, O God, my heart is fixed: I will sing and give praise [Ps. 57:7]. 

 

Then notice this beautiful expression: 

 

Awake up, my glory; awake, psaltery and harp: I myself will awake early [Ps. 57:8]. 

 

"I will wake the morning dawn'' is Dr. Gaebelein's translation. What a beautiful expression! The night of sin and suffering is over. Satan's rule is finished, and the morning has come. The Sun of Righteousness has risen with healing in His wings. How wonderful! What assurance we find in this psalm. 

Psalm 58

THEME: An imprecatory prayer against the enemy 

 

Notice that this is another al-taschith as well as another michtam psalm. It means that there is something substantial and enduring here, and it means "destroy not.'' 

 

Now it begins with a question, and who is asking it? I believe it is God who is speaking, using the pen of David. 

 

Do ye indeed speak righteousness, O congregation? do ye judge uprightly, O ye sons of men? [Ps. 58:1]. 

 

Or, as Dr. Gaebelein translates it: "Is righteousness indeed silent? Do ye judges speak it? Do ye with uprightness judge the children of men?'' 

 

The day is going to come when the Lord is going to call on the judges to turn in their report. God is asking, "Is righteousness indeed silent? Do ye judges speak it?'' They will have to answer these questions. 

 

This is another imprecatory prayer. David's enemies are all around him. 

 

The wicked are estranged from the womb: they go astray as soon as they be born, speaking lies. 

 

Their poison is like the poison of a serpent: they are like the deaf adder that stoppeth her ear; 

 

Which will not hearken to the voice of charmers, charming never so wisely. 

 

Break their teeth, O God, in their mouth: break out the great teeth of the young lions, O LORD [Ps. 58:3-6]. 

 

David prays for six destructions to come upon his enemies in this psalm: (1) "Break out the great teeth of the young lions.'' We have already found that the enemy is like a lion. There are those who say that a Christian cannot pray this way. I have prayed that the Lord would absolutely deal with Satan. He is like a roaring lion, and I hope God breaks his teeth. I don't consider that unchristian at all. David is speaking of his enemies, and he is under law; so he is asking for justice. 

 

Now he uses another figure of speech: 

 

Let them melt away as waters which run continually: when he bendeth his bow to shoot his arrows, let them be as cut in pieces [Ps. 58:7]. 

 

(2) Wickedness was like a flood! He asks that this flood of wickedness might just melt away. (3) "When he bendeth his bow to shoot his arrows, let them be as cut in pieces.'' The enemy is like a marksman who is shooting at him. What a picture we have here! 

 

As a snail which melteth, let every one of them pass away: like the untimely birth of a woman, that they may not see the sun [Ps. 58:8]. 

 

(4) "As a snail which melteth, let every one of them pass away.'' There is a certain snail in that country called a "slimeworm'' which actually melts away in the heat of the sun. David is saying, "The enemy leaves a slimy trail, but evaporate him! Get rid of that slimy trail through the world.'' (5) "Like the untimely birth of a woman, that they may not see the sun.'' That is, may they not come to fruition in the things they plan in the evil womb of their mind. May it come to nought. 

 

Before your pots can feel the thorns, he shall take them away as with a whirlwind, both living, and in his wrath [Ps. 58:9]. 

 

(6) "Before your pots can feel the thorns, he shall take them away'' -- the twigs of the bramble bush are gathered together and put under the pot to heat it, then a wind comes along and blows them away. David says, "Oh, God, remove them before they can do their dirty work, before they can burn and sear.'' 

 

This is a tremendous prayer. 

Psalm 59

THEME: God's people surrounded by enemies 

 

Psalm 59 is closely linked with the two preceding psalms. It is also an al-taschith ("destroy not'') and a michtam of David. Again in this psalm we see David surrounded by his enemies, and prophetically it describes the suffering remnant during the Tribulation, surrounded by enemies. 

 

The inspired title of this psalm places it at the time Saul sent messengers, and they watched the house to kill him. The historical record is found in 1Samuel 19. 

 

Deliver me from mine enemies, O my God: defend me from them that rise up against me. 

 

Deliver me from the workers of iniquity, and save me from bloody men. 

 

For, lo, they lie in wait for my soul: the mighty are gathered against me; not for my transgression, nor for my sin, O LORD [Ps. 59:1-3]. 

 

As is typical with David's psalms, it concludes with an expression of faith and trust in God's deliverance. 

 

But I will sing of thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the morning: for thou hast been my defence and refuge in the day of my trouble. 

 

Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing: for God is my defence, and the God of my mercy [Ps. 59:16-17]. 

 

In the case of David, God did deliver him. My friend, God will not forsake those who are His own. The believing remnant of Israel will be delivered by the coming of Christ Himself, and He will judge the nations of the world. 

Psalm 60

THEME: God's people surrounded by enemies 

 

Psalm 60 is the last of these michtam psalms and describes the time David was victorious over his enemies the Edomites. The Edomites were soundly defeated and never rallied after it. 

 

Prophetically it is the picture of the deliverance God will give to His people, the remnant of Israel, after the suffering of the Great Tribulation. 

 

O God, thou hast cast off, thou hast scattered us, thou hast been displeased; O turn thyself to us again [Ps. 60:1]. 

 

Now here is the answer: 

 

God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth [Ps. 60:6]. 

 

And how will it be accomplished? 

 

Who will bring me into the strong city? who will lead me into Edom? [Ps. 60:9]. 

 

"Who will bring me into the strong [or the fortified] city?'' That is the question; now notice the answer. 

 

Wilt not thou, O God, which hadst cast us off? and thou, O God, which didst not go out with our armies? [Ps. 60:10]. 

 

God will restore His saints. In any age He will restore them -- though they be in trouble and difficulty and even sin. My, isn't God good! 

Psalm 61

THEME: Cry and confidence of the godly 

 

The theme throughout this new cluster of psalms (61 -- 68) is the cry and confidence of the godly. As you listen to the pleadings of the godly in these eight psalms, you will find beautifully described their steadfast confidence in the Lord. You will also see the Lord Jesus Christ in these psalms, as well as derive great help for yourself. Psalm 61 is "To the chief Musician upon Neginah, A Psalm of David.'' This is a psalm that you can play with a stringed instrument and would be appropriate for a guitar, because of the mournful undertone. It is a prayer from David's heart. This makes it different from the modern prayers we so often hear, which make our prayer meetings so stereotyped. All many of us do is turn in to the Lord a grocery list of the things we want. We ask Him to take them down off the shelf and give them to us so we won't have to go through the checkout stand and pay for them. I think that attitude has killed prayer today. I believe in the organization, the mechanics, and the arrangement of prayer, but I also believe prayer should come from the heart. You seldom hear that deep heart cry in prayer any more, but you will find it in David's prayer. 

 

Hear my cry, O God; attend unto my prayer. 

 

From the end of the earth will I cry unto thee, when my heart is overwhelmed: lead me to the rock that is higher than I [Ps. 61:1-2]. 

 

David says, "From the end of the earth will I call upon thee.'' When you pray, have you ever felt that God is way up in the heavens and you are way down here? David feels that he is at the end of the earth and God is way off yonder. He is trying to get closer. He wants to get to a Rock that is higher than he is. The reason I am opposed to this modern viewpoint of Jesus is because the Jesus who is presented is not a superstar at all. He is just a man like I am. He is a rock that is no higher than I am. I need to be led to the Rock that is higher than I. The Word of God tells me that that Rock is Jesus Christ (1Cor. 10:4), and He is a lot higher than I am! What a picture we have here of the Lord! 

 

For thou hast been a shelter for me, and a strong tower from the enemy [Ps. 61:3]. 

 

What a comforting picture of God! He is a shelter from storms. He is a strong tower to protect us from our enemies. 

 

I will abide in thy tabernacle for ever: I will trust in the covert of thy wings. Selah [Ps. 61:4]. 

 

Once again the word wings is mentioned in connection with God. The Lord Jesus also used this illustration when He spoke of gathering Jerusalem to Himself as a mother hen gathers her little ones under her wings to protect them. 

 

For thou, O God, hast heard my vows: thou hast given me the heritage of those that fear thy name [Ps. 61:5]. 

 

David made vows; he promised God something. We ask things of God. Did you ever promise Him anything? (I have promised more than I have delivered, I know that.) You go to God continually and ask Him for something. Why don't you promise to do something for Him? David did, and God heard his vow. 

 

Thou wilt prolong the king's life: and his years as many generations. 

 

He shall abide before God for ever: O prepare mercy and truth, which may preserve him [Ps. 61:6-7]. 

 

Here he goes again asking for mercy. David needed the mercy of God. I believe that the closer we get to God, the more we realize that we can't bring Him down to our level, but we will see Him high and lifted up. Then we will be in the same position as Isaiah was when he had a vision of the Lord sitting upon His throne. We will recognize our uncleanness and our need of His mercy. 

 

So will I sing praise unto thy name for ever, that I may daily perform my vows [Ps. 61:8]. 

 

Make your vows and then get close to God. Sing His praises, and He will help you fulfill your vows. 

Psalm 62

THEME: The only psalm 

 

This is called the "only'' psalm, not because there are no others -- there are 149 others -- but because the word only is significant. "Truly [better translated only] my soul waiteth upon God . . . He only is my rock and my salvation . . . they only consult to cast him down . . .wait thou only upon God . . . He only is my rock.'' 

 

The superscription here is "To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, A Psalm of David.'' Psalm 39 was also written to Jeduthun. He was one of the chief musicians. His name is mentioned several times in the Psalms. Apparently he led the orchestra and the choir when this psalm was used. 

 

This is a simple psalm. It is one of simple faith. It reveals a faith and confidence in God that is akin to a child's faith in his parents. 

 

Perowne gives us a wonderful statement concerning this psalm: "Scarcely anywhere do we find faith in God more nobly asserted, more victoriously triumphant; the vanity of man, of human strength and riches, more clearly confessed; courage in the midst of peril more calm and more unshaken, than in this Psalm, which is as forcible in its conception, and its language, as it is remarkable for the vigorous and cheerful piety it breathes'' (The Book of Psalms, Vol. I, p. 442). Although the inspired text does not give us this information, tradition tells us that this psalm came from the greatest heartbreak of David's life -- the rebellion led by his son Absalom. 

 

We turn to the historical record, and read this language: "And David went up by the ascent of mount Olivet, and wept as he went up, and had his head covered, and he went barefoot: and all the people that was with him covered every man his head, and they went up, weeping as they went up'' (2Sam. 15:30). That was a tragic time in the life of David. It was his dramatic moment, his time of crisis. Thomas Paine spoke of times that try men's souls. This time had come to the old king. 

 

Absalom, David's son, is marching into Jerusalem. His entry is forcing a time of decision. There are some who are choosing David; others are choosing Absalom. It is a time when David has found who are the loyal and disloyal in the ranks. The betrayers and followers are well-marked. An important man is Ahithophel (related by marriage through Bathsheba to David), an astute statesman, a man of sagacity, of wonderful ability, a counselor upon whom David had leaned. Ahithophel has deserted and gone over to Absalom. It was a great grief to David when he found that this trusted man had deserted him. Then Ziba, the servant of Mephibosheth, came and said that his master, the son of Jonathan, whom David had befriended, had also betrayed him. 

 

As David fled from the city, barefoot and weeping, there stood Shimei, a Benjamite, still loyal to former King Saul. From a heart of bitter hatred for David, he threw stones and heaped cursings upon the old king as he fled. 

 

We see Absalom entering Jerusalem in triumph, and the same crowd that once shouted to the rafters for David is now shouting deliriously for Absalom. Centuries later the children of these people were the ones who shouted "Hosanna'' to the Lord Jesus Christ, and shortly after cried, "Crucify him.'' David knew the sting of the voice of the mob, and Psalm 62 is the song of David in that hour of ignominy. 

 

Here we find a man who has committed his way to God, one who is traveling in the spiritual stratosphere; a man who is living above the storms, shocks, and stresses of this life. And as we read this psalm which comes from his heart in this hour of darkness, this time of testing, this hour of defeat, we are amazed to find not one note of discouragement, nor suggestion of fear, nor word of distress. There is neither rancor nor bitterness welling up in the heart of the psalmist. He sings forth a song of salvation, a paean of praise, an opus of optimism. It is a song of sanguinity, a thesis of trust, and a work of wonder. How could David write such a Hallelujah chorus out of an experience so dark? 

THE TEST OF FAITH (62:1-4)

Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from him cometh my salvation [Ps. 62:1]. 

 

No doubt there were those around David -- fanatics of those days -- who urged that he stand his ground and thereby exhibit his faith, for he was God's anointed and God should overrule this whole matter. Not David! He said that his life was in God's hands, and it seemed best that he leave. David lived above the hue and cry of little men. He did not listen to pious shibboleths, for while little men cried for a miracle, David avowed to walk in the dark, trusting God. O for a faith like that! A God-given faith! What others called defeat, to David was but a test of faith. David can retreat from Jerusalem, and it is still going to sound like a victory. 

 

He only is my rock and my salvation; he is my defence; I shall not be greatly moved [Ps. 62:2]. 

 

Zadok, the high priest, is come out to go with David. He is faithful and has brought the ark, a symbol to the Israelites of God's presence in their midst, and he is following David when the old king turns and, seeing the ark, commands Zadok to carry it back to the city, for ". . . if I shall find favour in the eyes of the LORD, he will bring me again, and shew me both it, and his habitation: But if he thus say, I have no delight in thee; behold, here am I, let him do to me as seemeth good unto him'' (2Sam. 15:25-26). 

 

If I can but make this great truth clear so that it will live for you! Here is a man so wholly committed to God that he turns aside from any thought of merit in the ark, clinging only unto God and saying to Zadok that if it is God's will for him to come back to this city, he will be allowed to come back; if not, then he is in God's hands. He refuses to attempt to force God to do anything but determines to go the way God leads, regardless of the path. O, to live like that today! 

 

How long will ye imagine mischief against a man? ye shall be slain all of you: as a bowing wall shall ye be, and as a tottering fence [Ps. 62:3]. 

 

David tells them that they are just running over him "as a bowing wall . . . and as a tottering fence.'' He says, "How long will ye imagine mischief against a man? ye shall be slain all of you.'' Here he is thinking of Ziba, servant of Mephibosheth, who did a dastardly thing, thinking he would gain favor with David. He said his master had deserted, which was not true. 

 

Then he thinks of Ahithophel, his best friend and wisest of his counselors. Ahithophel went over to the other side in David's darkest hour. Here in this psalm David is speaking of Ahithophel prophetically as Judas Iscariot. Ahithophel was in the inner circle and was the man that David leaned upon. 

 

David says that they are running over him as a mob runs over a fence, but he says it is all right if it is God's will. 

 

They only consult to cast him down from his excellency: they delight in lies: they bless with their mouth, but they curse inwardly. Selah [Ps. 62:4]. 

 

Let us understand David's action under the bitter attack of Shimei. While David was on the throne, Shimei bowed like the rest of them; but, when he was free to express his heart of hatred, we find him cursing David and hurling rocks after him as he fled from Jerusalem. David had a loyal captain by the name of Abishai, a son of Zeruiah, who said to the king, ". . . Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king? let me go over, I pray thee, and take off his head'' (2Sam. 16:9). 

 

My friend, if you want an example of what the Scripture means by ". . . Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord'' (Rom. 12:19), listen to David as he replies to his captain: "And the king said . . . so let him curse, because the Lord hath said unto him, Curse David. Who shall then say, Wherefore hast thou done so?'' (2Sam. 16:10). In other words, David tells him "God has permitted him to curse me; you let him curse me.'' Have you ever stopped to think, my friend, that God has given you certain enemies for a definite purpose to test you that you might become a better Christian? Do not become alarmed at the presence of enemies and difficulties that God has permitted to cumber your path. He is not bearing hard on you. Would that we would trust God to the extent that we would not cry out at a time like that! 

THE TIME OF FAITH (62:5-8)

When is the time of faith? Is it on a sunshiny day when there is not a cloud in your sky? Is it a time when everything is going exactly right, with nothing to mar your outlook? David's answer is that the best time to trust God is at the crisis moment of your life -- 

 

My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from him [Ps. 62:5]. 

 

This is a Bible definition of prayer. 

 

I once had a little card sent to me bearing a message that seemed rather important, so I kept it. Here it is: "True prayer is the Holy Spirit speaking in the believer, through the Son, to the Father.'' That is prayer; it is real prayer. "My expectation is from him.'' David is saying here that he is not making some wild prayer, some audacious statement, that he is not demanding that God do anything -- "My expectation is from him.'' David is expecting God to put into his heart the thing that He wants done; therefore, he will be praying for the thing that is best. 

 

We wonder again if some pious person around David might not have suggested to him that he was in such a tight place that they should have a prayer meeting. To this David would have said to them that his whole life was a life of prayer, "My expectation is from him.'' Here is the illustration that Paul had in mind when he said, "Pray without ceasing'' (1Thess. 5:17). Now by this Paul did not mean that you are to get on your knees and remain there twenty-four hours a day. But Paul did mean for you to get on your knees and pray and then live in the expectation of that prayer for twenty-four hours every day. So David is not going to call a prayer meeting. In fact, the amazing thing is that this psalm has no prayer in it at all. But we find that the entire psalm is in the atmosphere of prayer. He is a man so committed to God that his life and actions are that of prayer. 

 

Now we see this old king going out of Jerusalem; we hear him weeping. But these exterior things fade away when we glimpse the depths of his heart, for he is a man who is committed to God and he will go with God regardless of what the outcome might be. Other men would have become bitter, but not David. He is saying something here that is tremendous: "My soul, wait thou only upon God; . . . my expectation is from him.'' 

 

He only is my rock and my salvation: he is my defence; I shall not be moved [Ps. 62:6]. 

 

That is the central truth of the psalm. That is the central truth of David's life. That is the dynamo that ran his life. That is the thing that caused him to stand head and shoulders above other men on the horizon of history. It has caused him to cast a long shadow down the corridor of time. "He only is my rock.'' 

 

When we come to the New Testament, we can see what the Lord Jesus means when He says this tremendous thing: "And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder'' (Matt. 21:44). Christ is that Rock, that Stone. There is coming a day when the Stone cut out without hands will fall on this earth. Today, you and I can fall on this Stone, and those who fall on it will be saved. 

 

A little Scottish woman got up in a testimony meeting and gave this as her testimony: "You know, sometimes I tremmel [tremble] on the rock, but the rock never tremmels under me.'' Are you on this Rock? Whosoever falls on this Rock shall be saved. This is what Paul meant when he said, "For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ'' (1Cor. 3:11). David said, "He only is my rock. He is the One I am trusting. O, the throne is toppling, Jerusalem is in convulsions, the people have turned against me, but I am on the Rock!'' David has learned that glorious lesson. 

 

In God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God. 

 

Trust in him at all times; ye people, pour out your heart before him: God is a refuge for us. Selah [Ps. 62:7-8]. 

 

This is a very personal psalm. Notice that God is "my salvation . . . my glory . . . my strength . . . my refuge.'' 

THE TRIUMPH OF FAITH (62:9-12)

Surely men of low degree are vanity, and men of high degree are a lie: to be laid in the balance, they are altogether lighter than vanity [Ps. 62:9]. 

 

He has learned that one cannot trust the mob, for they are fickle. He has found that men of high degree, such as Ahithophel, are not to be trusted. They cannot be leaned upon. And this is the first thing that a new Christian must learn -- not to look to men but to God. Many new Christians have become discouraged, disappointed, and disillusioned, for they have their eyes set upon a man. A young Christian told me recently that he had gotten his eyes on a man, and it had all but made shipwreck of his faith. David knew all of the time that he could not trust men, so his faith was fixed utterly upon God. He rested upon a Rock that could not be moved. 

 

Then he tells us that we cannot trust in material things either: 

 

Trust not in oppression, and become not vain in robbery: if riches increase, set not your heart upon them [Ps. 62:10]. 

 

And now hear the conclusion: Why is it that you can trust God? 

 

God hath spoken once; twice have I heard this; that power belongeth unto God [Ps. 62:11]. 

 

Friend, you can trust God because He can do anything that requires power. He has all power, and He can do anything he wants to do! Power did not reside in David. He was simply a great king because God made of him a great king. Now He has permitted men to force him to leave Jerusalem: and, if it is not God's will that he return, then he will not go back. But he is resigning all to God for He alone is the One who has all power. 

 

The mad rush to gain power is the destroying element in the world at this hour. In the effort to gain power, the bomb has been created. This form of power wreaks destruction. It is man's effort at power. But David says he has discovered that with real power there is another element that goes with it always: 

 

Also unto thee, O Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every man according to his work [Ps. 62:12]. 

 

If you have power, you ought to be able to exercise mercy. David is saying that his God who can exercise power is a God who can also exercise mercy. To Zadok he said that he wanted him to take back the mercy seat and place it in the temple, for he would find mercy with God. 

 

At the very heart of Old Testament religion was the mercy seat. At the heart of the Christian faith today is mercy. "Come every soul by sin oppressed, there's mercy with the Lord.'' I think that is what Brother George Bennard meant when he wrote: "I'll cling to the old rugged cross.'' Mercy! 

 

Friend, let me make a suggestion. This psalm simply states this precious relationship with God. David just pours out his heart to God. He talks to God and tells Him, "You are my salvation; You are my rock.'' So many people get uptight in a prayer meeting or in a church service. They feel oppression in prayer -- they want to say the right things and use the right words. Public prayer is all right, but let me suggest that you go aside and be alone with God. Perhaps you can drive along in your car, or maybe you can find a good quiet corner in a room in your home. Find a place where you can be quiet before God. Then "take the lid off.'' There is a time to "gird up your loins,'' and there is a time to take off your girdle and just let yourself go before God. When I was in Pasadena, a ladies' group put a shaggy rug in my study. It was the first shaggy rug I ever had, and I liked it very much. I used to get down on that rug, on my face before God, and pour my heart out to Him. It did me good, and it will do you good. It is the best tonic you could have. 

Psalm 63

THEME: Thirst for the Water of Life 

 

This is "A Psalm of David, when he was in the wilderness of Judah.'' This is a special psalm. It is an ointment that is poured out upon all kinds of sores. It is a bandage for bruises. It is a balm to put upon wounds to help them heal. It has been a marvelous psalm for the church. It speaks of the thirst for the Water of Life. Chrysostom said that it was ordained and agreed upon by the primitive fathers that no day should pass without the public singing of this psalm, and in the primitive church this psalm was sung every morning or every time there was a public gathering. They always began the morning service with it. 

 

This psalm is the expression of wonderful thoughts. 

 

O God, thou art my God; early will I seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is; 

 

To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary [Ps. 63:1-2]. 

 

These two verses were translated by Dr. Gaebelein thus: "O God, Thou art my God; early do I seek Thee; my soul thirsteth for Thee, my flesh pineth for Thee, in a dry, thirsty land without water; as I gazed upon Thee in the Sanctuary, to see Thy power and glory'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 251). It is faith, and faith alone, that can speak like this. God, the Eternal One, transcends all human thinking. He is the Creator. He is the Redeemer. He is my Father. It was He whom David sought. He knew what it was to be thirsty. He had hidden in caves down by the Dead Sea, and it is some of the driest land I have ever seen. California, Arizona, and New Mexico haven't anything that can touch that dry land around Engedi. It is a place where you can get thirsty! If you are ever over there, make sure that you have water with you. David's soul thirsted for God. Do you feel that way about Him? Do you have a love for Him, or has He become a burden to you? Oh, that we might thirst for Him! 

 

Thus will I bless thee while I live: I will lift up my hands in thy name. 

 

My soul shall be satisfied as with marrow and fatness; and my mouth shall praise thee with joyful lips [Ps. 63:4-5]. 

 

David is saying that he would rather have fellowship with God than have a gourmet dinner. 

 

When I remember thee upon my bed, and meditate on thee in the night watches. 

 

Because thou hast been my help, therefore in the shadow of thy wings will I rejoice [Ps. 63:6-7]. 

 

David thought about God -- meditated upon Him -- during the night when he couldn't sleep. My friend, meditating upon God's goodness is a lot better than counting sheep! 

 

My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand upholdeth me [Ps. 63:8]. 

 

Oh, that our souls might follow hard after Him! 

 

This is a great psalm. Remember, it is the psalm of the morning and was sung at every service of the early church. Maybe we can't sing it in our day -- I don't know. 

Psalm 64

THEME: The evil may win, but God will judge them 

 

This psalm also has a historical background in the life of David, although we can't locate it exactly. Prophetically, it looks yonder in the future to the day when Israel will be in Great Tribulation and the godly remnant will use this psalm. Someone might say, "My, there certainly are a lot of psalms for the Day of Jacob's Trouble.'' Yes, there are, and the people are going to need every one of them. Also, this is a very fine psalm for you and me. 

 

Hear my voice, O God, in my prayer: preserve my life from fear of the enemy. 

 

Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked; from the insurrection of the workers of iniquity [Ps. 64:1-2]. 

 

Once again, David is asking God to hide him. David prayed this kind of prayer time and time again. His refuge was prayer. It was the only refuge he had. Prayer is the only refuge Israel will have in that day of tribulation. 

 

This brief psalm concludes with David expressing his confidence in God. His God was his only hope. 

 

But God shall shoot at them with an arrow; suddenly shall they be wounded. 

 

So they shall make their own tongue to fall upon themselves: all that see them shall flee away. 

 

And all men shall fear, and shall declare the work of God; for they shall wisely consider of his doing. 

 

The righteous shall be glad in the LORD, and shall trust in him; and all the upright in heart shall glory [Ps. 64:7-10]. 

 

As I look at the world today, I have come to the conclusion that our hope is no longer in statesmen or politicians; our hope is no longer in science or education -- they are all more or less failures. We are going to have to do what David did and what Israel will do in the future -- start looking up. God is our only hope today. 

Psalm 65

THEME: Songs of the Millennium 

 

"To the chief Musician, A Psalm and Song of David.'' It is known as a restoration psalm -- ". . . of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began'' (Acts 3:21). The "restitution of all things'' does not mean that everyone is going to be saved. Those who hold the doctrine of restitutionalism use this verse to support their theory. Exactly what are the "all things'' which are to be the subject of restitution? In Philippians 3:8 when Paul said, ". . . I count all things but loss . . .'' did he mean all things in God's universe? Obviously not. So here, the "all things'' are limited by what follows. "The times of restitution of all things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world began.'' The prophets had spoken of the restoration of Israel. Nowhere is there a prophecy of the conversion and restoration of the wicked dead. 

 

Praise waiteth for thee, O God, in Sion: and unto thee shall the vow be performed [Ps. 65:1]. 

 

Sion is the same as Zion, and this verse is not speaking about a heavenly Zion. It is a geographical spot down here on earth. I have been to that place. I saw the sign that pointed the way to Mount Zion, and I went up there. And I didn't go to heaven that day, I assure you of that. It is a long hard pull up that elevation. When David speaks of Sion, he means that place. 

 

Blessed is the man whom thou choosest, and causest to approach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satisfied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple [Ps. 65:4]. 

 

As a redeemed people, they express their happiness. 

 

Thou visitest the earth, and waterest it: thou greatly enrichest it with the river of God, which is full of water: thou preparest them corn, when thou hast so provided for it. 

 

Thou waterest the ridges thereof abundantly: thou settlest the furrows thereof: thou makest it soft with showers: thou blessest the springing thereof. 

 

Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; and thy paths drop fatness. 

 

They drop upon the pastures of the wilderness: and the little hills rejoice on every side. 

 

The pastures are clothed with flocks; the valleys also are covered over with corn; they shout for joy, they also sing [Ps. 65:9-13]. 

 

Everything sings! This is a beautiful picture of the Millennium, when the desert blossoms like the rose and the earth at last is at peace. 

Psalm 66

THEME: Songs of the Millennium 

 

Psalm 66 is "To the chief Musician, A Song or Psalm.'' Did David write it? We are not told, but he could have. We are not given any historical background for it at all, but many have guessed at what prompted its writing. It is a psalm of praise unto God and a wonderful psalm of worship. 

 

O bless our God, ye people, and make the voice of his praise to be heard [Ps. 66:8]. 

 

This verse looks forward to that day in the future when Israel will be restored to the land. Ezekiel tells us that in that day they will offer sacrifices. What is the explanation of it? Just as they offered sacrifices in the Old Testament that pictured the coming of Christ, in the future they will offer sacrifices that will look back to Christ's coming. Every lamb will point to ". . . the Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world'' (John 1:29). 

Psalm 67

THEME: Blessing and praise for the Millennium 

 

This is one of the shortest prophetic psalms. It has only seven stanzas. Now I believe that numbers in Scripture have a meaning, but I also think you can go to seed in that direction. Seven seems to be not so much the number of perfection as the number of completeness; and, in a sense, when something is complete, perfection is always implied. 

 

This psalm reveals the ultimate and final desire and purpose of God for this earth. It is a great psalm of the kingdom. It has been labeled by some (The Expositor's Bible, for example) as a missionary psalm. They give as its theme the outmoded, postmillennial interpretation of the church converting the world. Well, this is not a missionary psalm as such. Actually, the church is not in view at all. I do not believe we see the church in the Psalms except as a figure of speech or in a symbol. For example, we noted in Psalm 45 the church as ". . . the queen in gold of Ophir.'' This is a picture of the church with the Lord Jesus when He reigns on earth. Psalm 67 is a prophetic psalm. It looks beyond this age to the kingdom age. During the millennial kingdom you will see a converted world, a renovated world, a world in which God shall bless us, and all the ends of the earth shall fear Him. The curse will be removed and we will be able to sing songs of praise -- even I will be able to sing the Hallelujah Chorus. 

 

Now there is a difference between interpretation and application of Scripture. I am afraid that in wanting to be esoteric and intellectual, many theologians and Bible teachers have forgotten one of the simplest rules for the understanding of Scripture. And the simple rule is this: All Scripture is for us, but not all Scripture is to us. This psalm is for us, and not to us; and it gives us the perspective of missions. Now someone is going to say, "How can you possibly get missions into a psalm that looks beyond the church?'' A great principle of hermeneutics (the science of interpretation) points out the difference between interpretation and application. Interpretation is definitive; it is like a mold -- it is basic. That is, Scripture means one thing. It does not mean everything under the sun that you want it to mean. But there can also be an application, and the application may be elastic, although it must rest upon the interpretation if it is going to be accurate. 

 

I can illustrate this in a simple way. A diamond, to be of practical value, must be cut, mounted in a proper setting, and worn on any finger it fits. Several years ago I was in Washington, D.C., for the first time. I went to the Smithsonian Institution, and among other things I saw the Hope diamond. I made an interesting observation. Many people were passing by the space exhibit, but everyone stopped to look at the Hope diamond. I suppose that reveals the covetousness in the hearts of all men. However, that diamond could not be worn on any finger, so it's of no practical value. If our country were invaded or some other terrible thing were to happen, I am told that the case in which the diamond rests would sink into a vault somewhere in the basement of that institution. As far as I can see, it is not doing anyone any good. It is of no personal worth at all. It is just a big diamond, ill-starred and ill-fated. To be useful it must be put in a setting. Scripture likewise must be put in a proper setting, which is interpretation. Then it must be placed on the finger of experience, and that is application. There is an old bromide that says, "If the shoe fits you, put it on.'' If you come to one of these psalms and it speaks to your heart (and God can speak to you in all of them), then it has a message to apply to your life. For example, in the Book of Revelation the Lord Jesus spoke to seven churches in Asia. His message had a local interpretation and a local application. He concluded His message by saying, "Hear!'' That word is for the fellow who has ears. If you have ears, He is also talking to you. "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches'' (Rev. 3:13). There is an application for us in every one of the seven messages to the churches. 

 

Psalm 67 is not a missionary psalm, I repeat, but it does contain some great principles that relate to God's missionary program for you and me. 

 

Let us now summarize several interesting aspects of this psalm. "Bless us'' is used three times. "Praise thee'' is repeated four times. There are three persons or groups mentioned: (1) God is referred to fifteen times, and the Trinity is there. (2) The nation of Israel, which is the "us,'' is mentioned six times. (3) The "nations'' are mentioned nine times -- and that means foreigners, different peoples and races, different strata of society, and you and me. 

 

Notice how this psalm begins. 

 

God be merciful unto us, and bless us; and cause his face to shine upon us; Selah [Ps. 67:1]. 

 

This verse is a reference to the Trinity. It is a reference to the great threefold Trinitarian blessing that God gave the nation of Israel when He prepared them for the wilderness march. That blessing is found in Numbers 6:24-26, which says: "The LORD bless thee, and keep thee [refers to the Father]: The LORD make his face shine upon thee, and be gracious unto thee [refers to Jesus]: The LORD lift up his countenance upon thee, and give thee peace [the work of the Holy Spirit].'' 

 

As we have noted before, some of the teachers of Israel refer to the "face of God'' as the Messiah; and this is the Messiah, that is Jesus, the Christ, God the Son, our Savior. So here we have the threefold blessing of God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. The conclusion to this blessing is found in Numbers 6:27, which says, "And they shall put my name upon the children of Israel; and I will bless them.'' This Aaronic blessing will be fulfilled in the Millennium. 

 

That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all nations [Ps. 67:2]. 

 

There will be no blessing for the earth until Israel is actually back in the land; and I do not mean as they are today, but in that day when the Lord puts them in the land. When that happens, Israel will be able to do what Isaiah speaks about in Isaiah 49:13, "Sing, O heavens; and be joyful, O earth; and break forth into singing, O mountains: for the LORD hath comforted his people, and will have mercy upon his afflicted.'' Verses 14-16 go on to say, "But Zion said, The LORD hath forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee. Behold, I have graven thee upon the palms of my hands; thy walls are continually before me.'' That is what God says concerning His people Israel. Either God meant what He said, or He did not; and, as far as I'm concerned, He meant it. 

 

Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee. 

 

O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge the people righteously, and govern the nations upon earth. Selah [Ps. 67:3-4]. 

 

This is the marvelous promise God gave to Abraham: I will make you a blessing unto all peoples (Gen. 12:1-3). At His first coming the Lord Jesus made it very clear that salvation was of the Jews. At the Lord's second coming the earth will be converted. The greatest time of salvation, I believe, will be in the future. It is not possible for this passage to come true during this age; not until the Millennium will it come to pass. For Isaiah says, "And I will set a sign among them, and I will send those that escape of them unto the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, that draw the bow, to Tubal, and Javan, to the isles afar off, that have not heard my fame, neither have seen my glory; and they shall declare my glory among the Gentiles'' (Isa. 66:19). The day is coming when the world will be converted. 

 

Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee [Ps. 67:5]. 

 

What is the goal of God? Is it that we should get Israel back to the land? It would indeed be foolish just to be interested in getting them back into the land; but it would be no more foolish than to try to convert the whole world, for the church will not bring in the kingdom by preaching, I can assure you of that. Romans 11:25 makes it very clear: "For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits; that blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.'' For how long? ". . . Until the fulness of the Gentiles be come in.'' 

 

Then shall the earth yield her increase; and God, even our own God, shall bless us [Ps. 67:6]. 

 

The curse of sin will be removed from the earth, you see. 

 

God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall fear him [Ps. 67:7]. 

 

I want to make a comment that I believe is important. Suppose I should ask you, "What is the primary objective and purpose of missions?'' What would your answer be? Someone might say, "The purpose of missions is to save souls.'' My response to that is that to save souls is not the purpose of missions. It is true that missions should result in the saving of souls, but that is not the primary purpose. Someone else might say, "We should preach the gospel to every creature in order that we might obey the command of our Lord Jesus Christ. Those are our orders. We are to preach the gospel everywhere. We are to get the Word of God out to people around the globe.'' While this is true, it is not the primary motive of missions. It is close but, honestly, I don't think that is quite it. Let me again quote verses 5 and 7 together: "Let the people praise thee, O God; let all the people praise thee. . . . God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall fear him'' (that means reverential trust in God). What is the final goal of missions? "Let all the people praise thee.'' The chief end of missions is to glorify God. That is the engine that is to pull the train of every mission program and of every Christian enterprise. The engine is to glorify God, and that which follows it is this: preach the gospel, get the Word out so people can be saved. The whole purpose is to glorify God. I wonder if we have lost that objective today? It is in the catechism I had to learn: Question: "What is the chief end of man?'' Answer: "The chief end of man is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.'' That is the purpose of man on earth. Why do you and I exist? Are we here only "to eat the meat and fish and leave behind an empty dish''? Is that all man is supposed to do? No, man is to glorify God. We glorify Him when we get His Word out. We glorify Him when we preach the gospel. We glorify Him when people are saved. But the purpose is to glorify God. 

Psalm 68

THEME: Song of deliverance that ushers in the kingdom 

 

Here is a psalm of deliverance and victory. Whereas we saw the kingdom in Psalm 67, here we see the King in His glory and strength. 

 

Let God arise, let his enemies be scattered: let them also that hate him flee before him [Ps. 68:1]. 

 

This is a reference to Numbers 10:35. Each day when Israel was ready to begin the wilderness march, Moses would say, ". . . Rise up, LORD, and let thine enemies be scattered; and let them that hate thee flee before thee.'' What a wonderful way to begin the day's march! 

 

The preceding psalm was a singing psalm, and this is another singing psalm -- a song of triumph and glory! 

 

Sing unto God, sing praises to his name: extol him that rideth upon the heavens by his name JAH, and rejoice before him [Ps. 68:4]. 

 

"Sing unto God, sing praises to his name'' -- here, again, we see that man is to glorify Him, and God is moving toward that day when the earth will glorify Him. Men don't glorify God today; they take His name in vain. 

 

Though ye have lien among the pots, yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove covered with silver, and her feathers with yellow gold [Ps. 68:13]. 

 

The word pots should probably be changed to "sheepfolds.'' Deborah used that same Hebrew word in her prophetic song: "Why abodest thou among the sheepfolds, to hear the bleatings of the flocks? . . .'' (Jud. 5:16). You will see that this was addressed to Reuben, because Reuben did not go out to battle. Evidently in both passages the word is used to describe an indifferent, an inactive, and a selfish condition. In this psalm it seems to have the same meaning -- Israel was undecided and inactive. "Yet shall ye be as the wings of a dove'' -- the dove was a sacrificial bird and is a type of Christ. What a picture this gives us. Though they be negligent, though they are not moved by enthusiasm, yet the sacrifice of Christ will cover them. 

 

This psalm could actually be called the psalm of the Ascension since we have a verse that is quoted in Ephesians 4:8: ". . . When he ascended up on high, he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.'' 

 

Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: thou hast received gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious also, that the LORD God might dwell among them [Ps. 68:18]. 

 

When the Lord Jesus Christ ascended to heaven after His death, I think He did two things. First, He took with Him to heaven all those saints of the past who were in paradise. God had saved them on credit up to that time, but our Lord paid the redemptive price for them when He died on the cross. He took them (the spirits of just men made perfect) into the presence of God. Secondly, He gave gifts to men on earth so that today He carries on His work through those to whom He has given those gifts. Every person who is in the body of Christ has a gift -- not all have the same gift, of course. As you can see, this is a marvelous verse. 

 

But God shall wound the head of his enemies, and the hairy scalp of such an one as goeth on still in his trespasses. 

 

The Lord said, I will bring again from Bashan, I will bring my people again from the depths of the sea [Ps. 68:21-22]. 

 

These verses speak of a glorious victory for the future. The one referred to as the "hairy scalp'' is the Antichrist. In spite of what the Antichrist will try to do, he will fail. God will bring His people from even the depths of the sea. This is Israel's restoration. 

 

There is little Benjamin with their ruler, the princes of Judah and their council, the princes of Zebulun, and the princes of Naphtali [Ps. 68:27]. 

 

These verses are talking about the children of Israel. There are those today who believe that Great Britain is the ten lost tribes of Israel. Perhaps they think little Benjamin really refers to Big Ben in London. May I say to you that there are interpretations that are as wild as that today. Little Benjamin simply means the tribe of Benjamin. It does not mean anything else. But notice that little Benjamin has a great God. 

 

O God, thou art terrible out of thy holy places: the God of Israel is he that giveth strength and power unto his people. Blessed be God [Ps. 68:35]. 

 

We also are little but have the same great God, and He gives us the strength and power we need. Blessed be God! 

Psalm 69

THEME: The silent years in the life of Christ 

 

This is a great messianic psalm. It is another psalm of David, and it is unique because it deals with the silent years in the life of the Lord Jesus. It is also called a shoshannim, or lily, psalm because He is the Lily of the Valley as well as the Rose of Sharon, and He is altogether lovely. Next to Psalm 22 it is the most quoted psalm in the New Testament. Psalm 22 deals with the death of Christ; Psalm 69 deals with the life of Christ. I was drawn to this psalm when I was a student in college, and from that day to this it has been a favorite of mine. Psalm 22 is number one on the Hit Parade of the New Testament as far as quotes go, and Psalm 69 is second on the Hit Parade. It is quoted in the Gospel of John, in Romans, in Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Acts. Very candidly, I think there are many references to it which are not actual quotations. It is classified as an imprecatory psalm because verses 22-28 are what is known as an imprecatory prayer. Yet from that section the New Testament writers often quoted. 

 

This psalm tells us about the silent years of Christ's childhood and young manhood, of which the Gospels tell us practically nothing. Dr. Luke tells us about an incident in the life of our Lord when He was twelve years old, and then we learn nothing else about Him until He is about thirty years old. What about that period of time? This psalm fills in some of the details. We see some of Christ's dark days in Nazareth and His dark hours on the cross. His imprecatory prayer is actually a cry for justice. This is the psalm of His humiliation and rejection. We begin with him way up north at Nazareth. We hear the heart sob of a little boy, a teenager, a young man: 

 

Save me, O God; for the waters are come in unto my soul [Ps. 69:1]. 

 

Notice how he suffered. His physical suffering on the cross was bad enough, but I think some of the things He suffered in His life on earth were almost unbearable. I am confident that multitudes of us would have ended our lives if we had gone through what He did during His lifetime. 

 

Nor how dark was the night that the Lord 

But none of the ransomed ever knew 

How deep were the waters crossed; 

Nor how dark was the night that the Lord passed through 

Ere He found His sheep that was lost. 

("The Ninety and Nine'' 

-- Elizabeth C. Clephane) 

 

During our Lord's last three hours on the cross he became the Lamb of God that took away the sin of the world. It was then that He was made sin for us. Although He suffered all during His lifetime, as we shall see, there is no salutary or saving value in those sufferings as far as we are concerned. He took the place of humiliation, and He took it voluntarily. The limitation of Christ as a human being was a self-limitation. You and I would like to know more than we now know; we would like to expand our knowledge and our understanding. In contrast to this, when the Lord Jesus became a man, He contracted Himself, He humbled Himself. In this state He cries out: 

 

I sink in deep mire, where there is no standing: I am come into deep waters, where the floods overflow me [Ps. 69:2]. 

 

These are the floods of suffering which started when the Lord was born in a stable, which was probably part of an inn. The stable was a better place to be born because no one could see what took place that night except the cows, the oxen, and the sheep. They were better than the leering crowd that filled the inn. But in the stable He began His life in suffering. 

 

Now we go to Nazareth where He was brought up. We are told: 

 

I am weary of my crying: my throat is dried: mine eyes fail while I wait for my God [Ps. 69:3]. 

 

During those thirty years there were times when His eyes were red with weeping. The next verse tells us why. 

 

They that hate me without a cause are more than the hairs of mine head: they that would destroy me, being mine enemies wrongfully, are mighty: then I restored that which I took not away [Ps. 69:4]. 

 

This verse is quoted in John 15:25, "But this cometh to pass, that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their law, They hated me without a cause.'' The Lord quoted this verse and applied it to Himself. The enemies of the Lord hated Him without a cause; that is, there was no justification for their hatred. Romans 3:24 says, "Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus.'' Being justified freely is the same as being justified without a cause; the Lord did not find any merit in me. The Lord didn't say, "That fellow McGee down there is such a nice fellow, I'll justify him.'' You can be sure he didn't say that! Rather, He said, "He is a poor lost sinner.'' He justified me without a cause within me. Now this psalm tells us that they hated Jesus without a cause -- they hated Him without a cause that I might be justified without a cause. What a wonderful truth this is! 

 

O God, thou knowest my foolishness; and my sins are not hid from thee [Ps. 69:5]. 

 

How in the world can this verse apply to the Lord? You must remember that He came to earth as a human being. He was holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from sinners. But the last few hours on the cross He became sin for us. That was the thing He was resisting in the Garden of Gethsemane. He prayed, "Let this cup pass.'' What cup? The cup of sin, which was my cup and your cup of iniquity. The sin that was put upon Him was awful for Him -- it comes naturally for us -- but because He was holy, His suffering was terrible. 

 

Let not them that wait on thee, O Lord GOD of hosts, be ashamed for my sake: let not those that seek thee be confounded for my sake, O God of Israel. 

 

Because for thy sake I have borne reproach; shame hath covered my face [Ps. 69:6-7]. 

 

There are two reasons He is bearing this: (1) They hated Him because of who He was, the same way the sinner hates the righteous person today. (2) He came to take a lowly, humble place on earth. 

 

I am become a stranger unto my brethren, and an alien unto my mother's children [Ps. 69:8]. 

 

This verse tells me a lot I would not know otherwise. Mary had other children, which confirms the record in the Gospels. Perhaps one day her boys, Judas and Joses, said to her, "Mother, we heard somebody down the street talking, and they said that Jesus is not really our brother. They said that nobody knows who His father is.'' He became an alien unto His mother's children. Do you think it was a happy home in which he was raised? It may have been a very unhappy home. 

 

Note how it reads: "An alien unto my mother's children'' -- not His father's children because Joseph was not His father. He was "an alien'' because they were half-brothers and half sisters. You see, this verse teaches the virgin birth of Christ. 

 

For the zeal of thine house hath eaten me up; and the reproaches of them that reproached thee are fallen upon me [Ps. 69:9]. 

 

This is a verse which our Lord also quoted -- in reference to the temple. In the temple the Lord found men who sold oxen, and sheep, and doves for offerings. He also found money changers there. He made a scourge of small cords and drove them all out. "And [he] said unto them that sold doves, Take these things hence; make not my Father's house an house of merchandise. And his disciples remembered that it was written, The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up'' (John 2:16-17). My, these men were religious and as busy as termites; in fact, they were doing just about as much damage as termites would. Oh, they were busy, but they were far from God. 

 

When I wept, and chastened my soul with fasting, that was to my reproach [Ps. 69:10]. 

 

When He would fast or weep, His brothers would ridicule Him for it. They would tell Him that He was just putting on an act. 

 

I made sackcloth also my garment; and I became a proverb to them [Ps. 69:11]. 

 

Do you know what that proverb was? The word that circulated around was that He was illegitimate. You know what people would call Him today. 

 

They that sit in the gate speak against me; and I was the song of the drunkards [Ps. 69:12]. 

 

Those who are "sitting in the gate'' are the high officials of the town, the judges. You see, the best people in Nazareth also spoke against Him. Nazareth was a little town that would not accept the Lord Jesus because it would not believe the fact that He was the Son of God. 

 

"I was the song of the drunkards'' -- the drunkards at the local bar made up dirty little ditties about Him and His mother. This was His life in Nazareth. It was not nice. Do you know why He endured all of this? He was raised in a town where He was called illegitimate in order that I might be a legitimate son of God. There is nobody in heaven who is going to point a finger at Vernon McGee and say that he is not God's son. Do you know why? Because the Son of God bore that for me on the cross; He paid the penalty for my sins. My friend, you have no notion what He endured for thirty years in order that you might have a clear title as a legitimate son of God. 

 

But as for me, my prayer is unto thee, O LORD, in an acceptable time: O God, in the multitude of thy mercy hear me, in the truth of thy salvation [Ps. 69:13]. 

 

This verse is quoted in 2Corinthians 6:2 which tells us, "For he saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.'' 

 

The Gospel records tell us that our Lord prayed, but this psalm tells us what He prayed: 

 

Deliver me out of the mire, and let me not sink: let me be delivered from them that hate me, and out of the deep waters. 

 

Let not the waterflood overflow me, neither let the deep swallow me up, and let not the pit shut her mouth upon me. 

 

Hear me, O LORD; for thy lovingkindness is good: turn unto me according to the multitude of thy tender mercies. 

 

And hide not thy face from thy servant; for I am in trouble: hear me speedily. 

 

Draw nigh unto my soul, and redeem it: deliver me because of mine enemies. 

 

Thou hast known my reproach, and my shame, and my dishonour: mine adversaries are all before thee [Ps. 69:14-19]. 

 

We see His distress but also his assurance of deliverance and victory. Neither the deep nor the pit could hold Him. He was saved out of them. 

 

The next two verses tell of our Lord's dark hours on the cross: 

 

Reproach hath broken my heart; and I am full of heaviness: and I looked for some to take pity, but there was none; and for comforters, but I found none. 

 

They gave me also gall for my meat; and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink [Ps. 69:20-21]. 

 

This, now, is His imprecatory prayer: 

 

Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should have been for their welfare, let it become a trap [Ps. 69:22]. 

 

This is quoted by Paul in his Epistle to the Romans: "And David saith, Let their table be made a snare, and a trap, and a stumblingblock, and a recompence unto them: Let their eyes be darkened, that they may not see, and bow down their back alway'' (Rom. 11:9-10). Now there are some folk who consider the imprecatory prayers unchristian. But since it is quoted in the New Testament in reference to those who have rejected Christ, I see nothing unchristian about it. I feel that the imprecatory prayers have been greatly misunderstood. When we put them back into the position where they belong, we see they are judgment being pronounced upon the lost. 

 

Let their inhabitation be desolate; and let none dwell in their tents [Ps. 69:25]. 

 

This is quoted by Peter in Acts 1:20 in reference to Judas Iscariot. 

 

For they persecute him whom thou hast smitten; and they talk to the grief of those whom thou hast wounded. 

 

Add iniquity unto their iniquity: and let them not come into thy righteousness. 

 

Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous [Ps. 69:26-28]. 

 

"Let them be blotted out of the book of the living'' raises a question. There has been a great deal of debate on Revelation 3:5 which says, "He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before his angels.'' Apparently there is the book of creation, and when we are born we are recorded in that book -- "Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them'' (Ps. 139:16). Also there is a book of life for those who are saved. And there is the book of works. It would seem that the blotting out has to do with the works of the person who is already saved. There is no suggestion of a name being blotted out of the book of salvation. There have been many other explanations for this passage. Another one is this: When you are born, you are put in God's book of the living. I take it that you are a candidate for salvation. When you are blotted out of that book, you have crossed over the line and are no longer a candidate for salvation. Now here in Psalm 69 the "book of the living'' is obviously the book of creation; and "not be written with the righteous'' means that they will not be written in the book of salvation. 

 

This psalm ends with a glorious song of praise. 

 

I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving [Ps. 69:30]. 

 

The first time the Lord came to earth He came in humiliation. He is coming back to earth in exaltation. Those on earth will be the redeemed ones -- they are the only ones that will be on this earth. And the only ones who will be in heaven are the redeemed. Friend, there are just two kinds of people in the world today. There are lost people and saved people -- redeemed sinners and unredeemed sinners. You can distinguish quite easily which group you are in. 

 

Then there is a verse about God's poverty program. 

 

For the LORD heareth the poor, and despiseth not his prisoners [Ps. 69:33]. 

 

God is going to bring justice to this earth some day, but justice will not be realized until He returns. 

 

Let the heaven and earth praise him, the seas, and every thing that moveth therein [Ps. 29:34]. 

 

What a Hallelujah chorus this will be when everything that moves praises Him! 

Psalm 70

THEME: Urgent cry for deliverance 

 

This is a lovely little psalm of David. Its contents can also be found in the last five verses of Psalm 40. One of the critics has said, "It is a fragment accidentally inserted here.'' I will agree with the critic if he will take out the word accidentally. It is called a song of remembrance. Why repeat it here? Because my memory is not very good, and God knew it wouldn't be. I can imagine that God said, "By the time McGee gets to this point in the Book of Psalms he will have forgotten all about Psalm 40, so I'll repeat it.'' There are some things to remember here. 

 

Make haste, O God, to deliver me; make haste to help me, O LORD [Ps. 70:1]. 

 

This is a cry for immediate help. I like that. 

 

But I am poor and needy: make haste unto me, O God: thou art my help and my deliverer; O LORD, make no tarrying [Ps. 70:5]. 

 

I fall into that class of the poor and needy, and He wants me to know that He is my helper, my deliverer. My friend, God is for the poor and needy, and He is our helper in this day. 

Psalm 71

THEME: A psalm for old age 

 

This psalm is an elegy, and it is a psalm for old age. It is obvious that the psalmist, possibly it was David, was an old man when he wrote this. 

 

Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the wicked, out of the hand of the unrighteous and cruel man. 

 

For thou art my hope, O Lord GOD: thou art my trust from my youth [Ps. 71:4-5]. 

 

He prays and trusts. 

 

Cast me not off in the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength faileth [Ps. 71:9]. 

 

This is a good psalm for us senior citizens. I find that this psalm means a little bit more to me than it did twenty years ago. 

 

But I will hope continually, and will yet praise thee more and more. 

 

My mouth shall shew forth thy righteousness and thy salvation all the day; for I know not the numbers thereof. 

 

I will go in the strength of the Lord GOD: I will make mention of thy righteousness, even of thine only [Ps. 71:14-16]. 

 

Now notice another definite reference to old age: 

 

Now also when I am old and greyheaded, O God, forsake me not; until I have shewed thy strength unto this generation, and thy power to every one that is to come [Ps. 71:18]. 

 

Now, friend, if you are a senior citizen, let me say this to you: Don't go into a corner and sit in a rocking chair. God hasn't forsaken you, and right down to your dying days He has kept you on this earth for a purpose. To be candid, I am praying, "Lord, don't let me sit down in a rocking chair permanently.'' I love to sit in a rocking chair. Many of my friends across the country have a rocking chair in their homes with my name on it. They always drag it out when I come to visit. I enjoy a rocking chair -- but I don't want to stay there all the time. I want to be active for the Lord right down to the end of my life. 

 

I will also praise thee with the psaltery, even thy truth, O my God: unto thee will I sing with the harp, O thou Holy One of Israel. 

 

My lips shall greatly rejoice when I sing unto thee; and my soul, which thou hast redeemed [Ps. 71:22-23]. 

 

As we grow old, let's not talk about our aches and pains, let's rejoice in the Lord and sing His praises. 

 

My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness all the day long: for they are confounded, for they are brought unto shame, that seek my hurt [Ps. 71:24]. 

 

It is all right to reminisce if we are talking about God's goodness. The psalmist says, "My tongue also shall talk of thy righteousness all the day long.'' 

 

This is a wonderful psalm for us old folk! 

Psalm 72

THEME: The King and the kingdom are coming 

 

This is called "A Psalm for Solomon.'' The critic claims that Solomon wrote it, but I don't believe it, because the concluding verse says this: "The prayers of David, the son of Jesse are ended.'' This is a psalm of David written for his son, Solomon. 

 

This psalm concludes what we call the Exodus section of the Psalms. The Book of Exodus concludes with the glory of the Lord filling the tabernacle, and this is a prophetic psalm in which the Messiah Himself comes and establishes His glorious kingdom on earth. Notice that He is the God of righteousness: 

 

Give the king thy judgments, O God, and thy righteousness unto the king's son. 

 

He shall judge thy people with righteousness, and thy poor with judgment. 

 

The mountains shall bring peace to the people, and the little hills, by righteousness [Ps. 72:1-3]. 

 

Also verse 7: 

 

In his days shall the righteous flourish; and abundance of peace so long as the moon endureth [Ps. 72:7]. 

 

Righteousness is the plank in the platform that no political candidate has ever had -- as far as I can tell. The Lord Jesus will reign in righteousness some day. This psalm describes His glorious kingdom. 

 

His name shall endure for ever: his name shall be continued as long as the sun: and men shall be blessed in him: all nations shall call him blessed. 

 

Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel, who only doeth wondrous things. 

 

And blessed be his glorious name for ever: and let the whole earth be filled with his glory; Amen, and Amen [Ps. 72:17-19]. 

 

Apparently God gave to David this great vision of the kingdom and the reign of Christ when the whole earth will be filled with His glory. This is what David had prayed for; so he says -- 

 

The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended [Ps. 72:20]. 

 

David says, "My prayers are all ended; I am through praying.'' What David had prayed for will be realized. He had nothing more to pray for! 

LEVITICUS SECTION (73 - 89)

Darkness and Dawn (Sanctuary in View) 

 

Psalms 73-89 

 

As I said in the beginning, we are dividing the Book of Psalms according to the Pentateuch. The first forty-one psalms we call the Genesis section. Psalms 42 -- Psalms 72 are known as the Exodus section. Now we come to Psalm 73 which brings us to the beginning of the Leviticus section. It corresponds to the Book of Leviticus because in this section -- even in Psalm 73 -- the sanctuary is prominent. You see, the Book of Leviticus is the book of worship for the tabernacle and later for the temple. It is one of the greatest books in the Bible. Now as we come to this Leviticus section of the Book of Psalms, we find the emphasis upon the sanctuary and, in particular, on two aspects of the house of God. The Book of Leviticus emphasizes two things: that God is holy and that without shedding of blood there is no remission of sins -- the key words are holiness and sacrifice. These two words will also figure largely in this Leviticus section of the Book of Psalms. 

Psalm 73

THEME: Perplexity about prosperity 

 

In this section are very wonderful psalms, and we begin with psalms of Asaph. Like David, this man was a musician. The first series of eleven psalms (73 -- 83) was written by Asaph. 

 

Truly God is good to Israel, even to such as are of a clean heart [Ps. 73:1]. 

 

Immediately our attention is drawn to the fact that "God is good to Israel.'' Does that mean that He is good to every Israelite? No! His goodness is limited to those who are of a clean heart. Who would they be? Those who have come with their sacrifices, those who have a desire to serve God and walk with Him. My friend, if you are saved, you want to walk with God and fellowship with him. You want to have a clean heart. That follows just as day follows night. You cannot come to Christ and accept Him as your Savior, and continue to live as you did before. If you do, I cannot believe that you were saved in the first place. That is the explanation, and I feel that we need to hold to that rather tenaciously in our day. We are in the presence of God on the basis that He has cleaned us up. When we receive Christ, we have forgiveness of sins; we are washed -- it is a washing of water by the Word of God. We are not only washed by the blood of Christ, but we are washed by the Word of God. The Word of God sanctifies us, and then we want to walk well-pleasing to Him. 

 

Now this man Asaph who came into God's presence and could say, "God is good to Israel,'' had a problem. I think his problem may be your problem also -- it certainly has been mine. The problem is this: "Why does God permit the prosperity of the wicked? Why is it that God's people seem to suffer more?'' Many times, as a pastor, I found myself puzzled. I saw God's people tried. I saw God's people suffer. I saw the prosperity of the wicked, and it was hard for me to understand it. 

 

It was brought home to me when our first child was born. In the hospital God took that child. I only heard the cry of that little one. All she ever did in her life was cry. I shall never forget the day she died. Across the hall from where my wife was, there was a very wealthy couple who had a baby boy, and their rich friends came to celebrate with them. As I drove into the parking lot in my old beat-up Chevrolet, they all drove up in Cadillacs. They went into the hospital with their champagne and celebrated the birth of the little boy. He was a precious looking little baby -- all they desired, I guess. I shall never forget that night. It was summertime, and I went out on a balcony that was there and cried out to God. To be honest with you, I don't know to this good day why God took our baby and left the baby across the hall. They have money, and, boy, they live it up! I have seen write-ups about them, and they have been in trouble several times. Their little boy is now an adult, as my daughter would be. After all these years, I still don't have the answer. You may be thinking, You are a minister, and you don't have the answer? No, I don't have the answer. Then how can you comfort others? Well, I'll tell you how. Although I don't have the answer, I know the One who does, and He has told me to walk with him by faith. He tests me by putting me in the dark. Then I'll reach out my hand and take his. In His Word He tells me that I can trust Him. Someday He will explain the whys of life to me. 

 

Asaph had a problem like that. Asaph has already said that God is good to Israel -- that believing remnant of which he was a part -- but this question really bothered him. 

 

But as for me, my feet were almost gone; my steps had well nigh slipped. 

 

For I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the prosperity of the wicked [Ps. 73:2-3]. 

 

Asaph said, "I looked around me at my nation, and I noticed that the wicked among my people were the ones prospering, and the godly were not.'' 

 

For there are no bands in their death: but their strength is firm [Ps. 73:4]. 

 

"There are no bands in their death'' -- there are no pangs or pains in their death. 

 

They are not in trouble as other men; neither are they plagued like other men. 

 

Therefore pride compasseth them about as a chain; violence covereth them as a garment [Ps. 73:5-6]. 

 

I think again of the wealthy couple with the little boy baby; oh, how arrogant they were and filled with pride! 

 

Their eyes stand out with fatness: they have more than heart could wish [Ps. 73:7]. 

 

These folk have everything. As I think of it, I don't think they have had the fun that I have had in this life, because when I got a new something or other, it sure was a joy to me. It wasn't a joy to them because they had it all along. "Their eyes stand out with fatness'' -- I hadn't thought of that until I studied this psalm. They had puffs under their eyes -- they had been drinking too much and had too much night life. The mother of that little fellow would have been beautiful if her face had not shown so much sign of dissipation. 

 

They are corrupt, and speak wickedly concerning oppression: they speak loftily [Ps. 73:8]. 

 

They don't mind walking on the poor. They insist that our children have to go to integrated schools, but their children do not. Everyone else must obey the law, but they somehow are exempt. As you look around you, this is something that can make you bitter. 

 

They set their mouth against the heavens, and their tongue walketh through the earth [Ps. 73:9]. 

 

My, listen to these rich people on television today. They are the ones who make the news. "Their tongue walketh through the earth,'' and I know of nothing that enables it to walk better than television. 

 

Therefore his people return hither: and waters of a full cup are wrung out to them [Ps. 73:10]. 

 

God's people are taxed to death. We are told that some rich folk pay no taxes at all. My, they really have it made! 

 

And they say, How doth God know? and is there knowledge in the most High? [Ps. 73:11]. 

 

They are not interested in God, and they don't think He knows anything about them. 

 

Behold, these are the ungodly, who prosper in the world; they increase in riches [Ps. 73:12]. 

 

Does that ever bother you? It bothers me. 

 

Verily I have cleansed my heart in vain, and washed my hands in innocency [Ps. 73:13]. 

 

Asaph says, "I have attempted to live for God, and it looks like it does not pay.'' 

 

For all the day long have I been plagued, and chastened every morning. 

 

If I say, I will speak thus; behold, I should offend against the generation of thy children. 

 

When I thought to know this, it was too painful for me [Ps. 73:14-16]. 

 

This problem worried Asaph. It gave him sleepless nights. Why do the wicked prosper? 

 

Now we come to the answer: 

 

Until I went into the sanctuary of God; then understood I their end [Ps. 73:17]. 

 

When Asaph went into the temple of God, he understood the "end'' of the wicked. He gained insight into the end reserved for the wicked. This is the reason the Lord Jesus gave a parable about a rich man and a poor man to illustrate afterlife. It is recorded in Luke 16:19-31. It tells us that the day is going to come when God will judge the rich. That rich fellow ended up in a place of torment even though the liberal preacher pushed him right into heaven at the funeral. Nice things were said about him. They praised him for his gifts of charity, but his end was a place of torment. The poor man wasn't even given a decent burial -- his body was thrown onto a dump heap. But God's pallbearers were waiting for him -- they were angels -- and they took him right into Abraham's bosom. You have to stay close to God today, friend, or you will become bitter and cynical as you see the injustice in the world. Asaph found his answer in the sanctuary. I don't know the answer to your question because I don't know the answer to mine, but I know Someone who does. He didn't say He would tell me right now. He said, "You trust Me. I've got the answer.'' Someday in His presence He is going to explain it all to us. Also I know that He is going to show me that what He did was best. I don't understand that either, but that is what He is going to do. 

 

Until then -- 

 

Nevertheless I am continually with thee: thou hast holden me by my right hand [Ps. 73:23]. 

 

I told you that He will take your hand. He took mine when my little girl died. He said, "Walk with me.'' That is the lesson I learned, and this is the lesson the psalmist learned. 

 

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory [Ps. 73:24]. 

 

I am with Him today. My life verse is Philippians 1:6, "Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ.'' Don't tell me that He won't, because He will; and that is the message of this psalm. "Thou shalt guide me with thy counsel, and afterward receive me to glory.'' I can't ask for anything better than that. So, no matter what happens, whether I understand it or not, I will simply trust Him; and, if you don't mind, I will go on with Him. 

Psalm 74

THEME: A cry for deliverance when the temple is defiled by the enemy 

 

In this psalm the temple is before us again, and this time it is being profaned. It is a maschil psalm, not of David but of Asaph, who is a Levite and a musician in the tabernacle. 

 

O God, why hast thou cast us off for ever? why doth thine anger smoke against the sheep of thy pasture? [Ps. 74:1]. 

 

The psalmist asks, "Why have You done this to us?'' Then he cries out: 

 

Remember thy congregation, which thou hast purchased of old; the rod of thine inheritance, which thou hast redeemed; this mount Zion, wherein thou hast dwelt [Ps. 74:2]. 

 

He gives us the geographic location. The psalmist obviously is talking about the land of Palestine and the nation Israel. 

 

Lift up thy feet unto the perpetual desolations; even all that the enemy hath done wickedly in the sanctuary [Ps. 74:3]. 

 

Notice that it is the "sanctuary'' that the enemy had profaned. 

 

Thine enemies roar in the midst of thy congregations; they set up their ensigns for signs [Ps. 74:4]. 

 

What has happened? This is prophetic of that terrible invasion by the forces of Antiochus Epiphanes. (He was a Syrian, in the family of one of the four generals who divided up the empire of Alexander the Great after his death). In 175 B.C. he plundered Jerusalem, profaned the temple by pouring the broth of a sow all over the holy vessels, and placed an image of Jupiter in the holy place. This was called the abomination of desolation in Daniel 8. In B.C. 70 the destruction of Titus the Roman who profaned the temple and leveled it to the ground was also a fulfillment. However there will be further fulfillment of Asaph's prophecy after the temple is rebuilt. During the Tribulation the final abomination of desolation will be revealed which will profane the holy place. You will notice that in spite of all of this persecution and discouragement a godly remnant will say: 

 

For God is my King of old, working salvation in the midst of the earth [Ps. 74:12]. 

 

Now hear their prayer: 

 

Remember this, that the enemy hath reproached, O LORD, and that the foolish people have blasphemed thy name [Ps. 74:18]. 

 

In other words, Israel is saying to God, "The enemy has taken us, and many of the people of our nation have been foolish -- they have not turned to You.'' But there is a faithful remnant. 

 

O deliver not the soul of thy turtledove unto the multitude of the wicked: forget not the congregation of thy poor for ever [Ps. 74:19]. 

 

The psalmist cries out, "O God, save us in the midst of trouble.'' He looks forward to that day of God's deliverance. No matter how bad your trouble is, my friend, He will also deliver you. He has delivered His people out of much worse situations than we have been in, and He will do even greater things for them in the future. 

 

Arise, O God, plead thine own cause: remember how the foolish man reproacheth thee daily [Ps. 74:22]. 

 

This is a call to God to move in victory; it is a prayer that recognizes God's ability to do it. 

 

This psalm is a prayer of Asaph. It is a maschil psalm, instructing you and me that we can trust God in all our troubles. 

Psalm 75

THEME: A song of deliverance 

 

This psalm is "To the chief Musician, Altaschith, A Psalm or Song of Asaph.'' Psalm 74 was a prayer of Asaph. Psalm 75 is a song of deliverance, a song of triumph that will come; therefore, it is a psalm of faith. 

 

Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks, unto thee do we give thanks: for that thy name is near thy wondrous works declare [Ps. 75:1]. 

 

Ultimately, God is going to protect His name on earth. What a wonderful, glorious truth this is which is put before us in this psalm! 

 

When I shall receive the congregation I will judge uprightly [Ps. 75:2]. 

 

This verse should read, "For I will take hold of the set time; I will judge in uprightness.'' This means that when the Lord comes it will be at a set time. When our Lord walked on earth, He took the place of self-humiliation. It was as a man on earth, that He said, "But of the day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my Father only'' (Matt. 24:36). The Lord is coming at that appointed time. You cannot rush Him. He will come at the predetermined time. No man knows the date or the hour, although there are a few prophetic teachers across the country today who seem to have a private wire to heaven and seem to know when the Lord is going to return. But I don't -- and, of course, they don't either. The important thing to note is that there is a set time when the Lord Jesus is going to return. 

 

For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south [Ps. 75:6]. 

 

Where will help come from? Not from the east, west, or south. You will notice that no mention is made of the north, because that is the direction the enemy will come from. Only God will be able to deliver His people. Psalm 75 is a prayer of thanksgiving to God before the event even takes place! How wonderful these psalms are! I trust they are a blessing to your heart. 

Psalm 76

THEME: Prophecy of the Messiah upon the throne 

 

As we study these psalms, I trust that you have your Bible open before you, and that you will read the entire text. These psalms are not only the Word of God, but their arrangement is important. I am not going to insist that the arrangement is inspired, but you will miss a great deal of the message if you ignore the arrangement because they do tell a story. There is a message that develops in each series of psalms. You recall that Psalm 74 was a cry for help -- "Arise, O God.'' Psalm 75 was a song of thanks for God's deliverance out of the clutches of the northern power. They couldn't get help from the east or west or south, and the north was where their trouble was coming from. Russia will come from the north to invade the land of Israel, which we believe will be during the Great Tribulation Period. Now Psalm 76 shows the Lord Jesus reigning in His kingdom as King-Priest, the true Melchisedek. Man on this earth is in subjection to Him. 

 

In Judah is God known: his name is great in Israel. 

 

In Salem also is his tabernacle, and his dwelling place in Zion [Ps. 76:1-2]. 

 

Reading from Dr. Gaebelein's translation, which I have used from time to time, these verses say, "In Judah God is known; in Israel His Name is great. In Salem is found His Tabernacle, and His dwelling place in Zion'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 298). Salem is the ancient name for Jerusalem and means "the habitation of peace.'' Four geographical places are mentioned. None of these places have to do with California or any state in the union, or any other country. Judah, Israel, Salem (Jerusalem), and Zion are all in Israel in the Mideast. The fact that this psalm has a blessing for us lies in its application, not in its interpretation, and I believe that all Scripture is for us. 

 

There brake he the arrows of the bow, the shield, and the sword, and the battle. Selah [Ps. 76:3]. 

 

This is the day the prophet spoke of when he said, ". . . they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more'' (Isa. 2:4). Until the Lord Jesus Christ reigns, you had better not apply that verse to the United Nations, because it doesn't fit. Isaiah is speaking about the peace that will come to this earth when Christ comes back. Until the sin of the human heart is either dealt with in redemption or judgment, there can never be peace on earth. 

 

Thou art more glorious and excellent than the mountains of prey [Ps. 76:4]. 

 

Dr. Gaebelein translates this, "Thou art shining forth gloriously above the mountains of prey.'' The "mountains of prey'' refer to Jerusalem. That city has been besieged twenty-seven times. It has certainly been a mountain of prey! The enemies have been there. 

 

The Lord is going to judge the arrogant and the proud who have walked on earth and those who have come against the city of Jerusalem. 

 

The stouthearted are spoiled, they have slept their sleep: and none of the men of might have found their hands [Ps. 76:5]. 

 

Or, as Dr. Gaebelein has it, "Spoiled were the stouthearted; they fell asleep in their sleep.'' "They fell asleep in their sleep.'' That is an interesting expression. How can you do that? It means that the stouthearted were no longer alert or aware. The apostle John writes that the whole world lies asleep in the arms of the wicked one (1John 5:19). And the Devil doesn't want the world to wake up. He says to Vernon McGee, "Hush! Don't give out the Word so loud. You'll wake them up.'' But, friend, I'm trying to wake up the babies by telling them that judgment is coming and also that there is salvation in Christ. 

 

You will also notice that ". . . none of the men of might have found their hands.'' Waking out of sleep, they were like the Midianites in the days of Gideon when they were awakened by the sound of trumpets and saw the lights. They knew they had been taken, ". . . and all the host ran, and cried, and fled'' (Jud. 7:21). 

 

At thy rebuke, O God of Jacob, both the chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep [Ps. 76:6]. 

 

When the Lord comes again, at His rebuke both the chariot and the horse will be brought down into a deep sleep. At that time the Lord will shine forth gloriously. Isaiah 60:1 speaks of that day, "Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee.'' We sometimes sing a song with these words at Christmas. Actually, this verse has no fulfillment at Christmas, at the birth of Christ. It will be fulfilled when the Lord comes again to this earth. It will be a great day, but it is still in the future. Isaiah 4:5 tells us more about this day: "And the LORD will create upon every dwelling place of mount Zion and upon her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day, and the shining of a flaming fire by night: for upon all the glory shall be a defence.'' The glory that will be there will be the person of Christ. 

 

The day of vengeance of our God will come. 

 

Thou, even thou, art to be feared: and who may stand in thy sight when once thou art angry? 

 

Thou didst cause judgment to be heard from heaven; the earth feared, and was still, 

 

When God arose to judgment, to save all the meek of the earth. Selah [Ps. 76:7-9]. 

 

These verses can be translated, "Thou, Thou must be feared, and who can stand before Thee when Thou art angry? From heaven Thou didst thunder forth in judgment -- the earth feared and became silent, when God arose to judge, to save all the meek of the earth.'' In Revelation 6:17 John says, "For the great day of his wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?'' 

 

When the Lord comes again to earth, all things are going to be put under His feet. 

 

Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain [Ps. 76:10]. 

 

"For the wrath of man praiseth Thee, Thou restrainest the remainder of wrath.'' God says that He lets man go only so far. However, during the Great Tribulation it seems that the Lord will remove all restraint and let man go to the limit. Today man is being restrained. The Restrainer is the Holy Spirit. Who else can restrain evil in the world today? God is going to make the wrath of man to praise Him. 

 

Vow, and pay unto the LORD your God: let all that be round about him bring presents unto him that ought to be feared [Ps. 76:11]. 

 

The satanic raging against God and against His anointed He will restrain. And, as Psalm 110:3 puts it, "Thy [His] people shall be willing in the day of thy [His] power.'' His people vow and pay their vows. The Gentile nations are in submission to Him. "The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts. Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him'' (Ps. 72:10-11). 

 

What a day that will be! My, this is a great psalm. 

Psalm 77

THEME: Perplexity about the mercy and goodness of God 

 

This psalm is "To the chief Musician, to Jeduthun, A Psalm of Asaph.'' You will remember that Jeduthun was the chief musician. Asaph wrote this psalm for him either to play or to sing. It reveals a time of deep soul-searching because of the perplexity in the minds of the people in that day. Faith has its problems, but faith can find the solution. The answer again is in the sanctuary. History reveals that God does not forget. 

 

I cried unto God with my voice, even unto God with my voice; and he gave ear unto me. 

 

In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord: my sore ran in the night, and ceased not: my soul refused to be comforted [Ps. 77:1-2]. 

 

A good time to seek the Lord is in the day of trouble. I received a letter from a man who had lost his position. He would never listen to our program until he was out of a job and had nothing to do. It was then that he got right down to the nitty-gritty and trusted the Lord as his Savior. It is well to cry to the Lord in the time of trouble. 

 

"And he gave ear unto me.'' God will hear you, my friend, when you are in trouble. You can go to Him. He is real. Sometimes I hear a soloist sing, "It's real; it's real; I know it's real. . . .'' The way they sing it and the way they live makes me wonder if it actually is real with them. My friend, it is real -- not because I say it, or because it is written here, but because you find it out by experience. He has already told us to taste of the Lord and see whether He is good or not. Try this thing out. 

 

"My sore ran in the night, and ceased not'' -- I don't think he was speaking of a physical sore but an open sore of the soul. 

 

Here is another wonderful thing he did: 

 

I call to remembrance my song in the night: I commune with mine own heart: and my spirit made diligent search [Ps. 77:6]. 

 

It is a wonderful thing to be able to sing in the night. I don't mean that you sing out loud and wake everybody up out of sleep. "I remember my song in the night.'' The night is the time when you wake up and worry. Problems loom large -- everything in the dark looks bigger than it really is. That is the time to remember your song in the night. 

 

Now he raises some perplexing questions: 

 

Will the Lord cast off for ever? and will he be favourable no more? 

 

Is his mercy clean gone for ever? doth his promise fail for evermore? 

 

Hath God forgotten to be gracious? hath he in anger shut up his tender mercies? Selah [Ps. 77:7-9]. 

 

I would say that a practical atheist said these things, but I have asked the same questions. Maybe you have too. Do you realize that there are many of us believers who practice atheism? We, and I include myself, act as if God does not exist, as if He does not hear our prayers, as though He has thrown us overboard. We live as though God is no longer favorable and has stopped expressing His grace. My friend, God is good! He wants to be gracious to you and to me. Regardless of what you have done, God wants to be good to you. 

 

Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God? [Ps. 77:13]. 

 

You will remember that as we began this Leviticus section of the Book of Psalms I pointed out that it is called such because it is anchored in the sanctuary, the Holy of Holies. "Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary'' is a reminder to us who are believers to not forsake ". . . the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is . . .'' (Heb. 10:25). We are enjoined today to meet with God's people. God does not want you or me to go off in a corner and enjoy the Word of God by ourselves. We are to share the Word with others so that we can grow together. I don't believe in super-duper saints. God won't let you get way ahead of your brothers and sisters. We are in the family of God and will have to share the Word and the blessing with each other. Therefore the way of God is in the sanctuary. If you are going to find the answers to your questions, you will have to meet with God's people. 

 

I received a letter the other day from a Christian mother. She wrote: "God has given me and my husband five wonderful children to guide for Him. All of the children are saved except for the baby, who is seventeen months old. We are fortunate enough to be members of a Bible-teaching church, where the pastor is led by God instead of man. He is one of those precious men of God who has been rebuked and has had his life threatened because of his boldness for God. Our cup runs over with joy as we see God work in the hearts of people and change their lives.'' It is good to hear of a church like this. We hear a great deal of criticism of churches, but there are many Bible-believing churches still at work today. If you attend a church where the Word of God is preached and taught, you should fellowship there and grow with the congregation. You will find the answer to many of your questions. The way in which the Devil works is subtle. His attack today is not a frontal one. He attacks the men who stand for the Word. This is something of which we should take note. 

 

Now here is a scene that has to do with the sea. 

 

The waters saw thee, O God, the waters saw thee; they were afraid: the depths also were troubled. 

 

The clouds poured out water: the skies sent out a sound: thine arrows also went abroad. 

 

The voice of thy thunder was in the heaven: the lightnings lightened the world: the earth trembled and shook. 

 

Thy way is in the sea, and thy path in the great waters, and thy footsteps are not known [Ps. 77:16-19]. 

 

This passage refers specifically to God's leading the people of Israel across the Red Sea. 

 

Thou leddest thy people like a flock by the hand of Moses and Aaron [Ps. 77:20]. 

 

My friend, this has an application for us. God is able to deliver His people today from the flood tide of atheism and lawlessness and immorality. What a great, loving Shepherd He is! 

Psalm 78

THEME: The history of Israel from Moses to David 

 

This psalm is a maschil of Asaph, a psalm of instruction, covering Israel's history from Egypt to the time of David. In it we see the failure of the people and the faithfulness of God. It is a wonderful psalm, and it calls upon God to hear and answer. 

 

First, it is the call of God to His people. He asks His people to listen to Him. 

 

Give ear, O my people, to my law: incline your ears to the words of my mouth [Ps. 78:1]. 

 

This is a long psalm, and we can only hit the high points; but I urge you to read the entire psalm in your Bible. It will bless your heart. 

 

The children of Ephraim, being armed, and carrying bows, turned back in the day of battle. 

 

They kept not the covenant of God, and refused to walk in his law [Ps. 78:9-10]. 

 

This is a direct reference to when Ephraim did not go to battle, and God took note of it. In a larger sense, Ephraim is typical of the conduct of all Israel and of all of God's people. It was Israel then; it is the church today. And God's faithfulness is unchanged. 

 

And they sinned yet more against him by provoking the most High in the wilderness. 

 

And they tempted God in their heart by asking meat for their lust. 

 

Yea, they spake against God; they said, Can God furnish a table in the wilderness? [Ps. 78:17-19]. 

 

Let me translate this a little differently to bring out the meaning: "And they sinned yet more against him by provoking the Most High in the wilderness. And they tested God in their heart by asking food according to their desire. Yes, they spoke against God; they said, 'Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?' '' This represents the type of unbelief that is seen among believers today. It is practical atheism on the part of God's people. 

 

Now notice what God did: 

 

Man did eat angels' food: he sent them meat to the full [Ps. 78:25]. 

 

"Angels' food'' is better translated food of the mighty -- "Man did eat the food of the mighty; He sent them food to the full.'' He gave them all that they needed, yet they were doubting God and criticizing God. 

 

This psalm of instruction concludes with this allusion to David: 

 

He chose David also his servant, and took him from the sheepfolds: 

 

From following the ewes great with young he brought him to feed Jacob his people, and Israel his inheritance. 

 

So he fed them according to the integrity of his heart; and guided them by the skilfulness of his hands [Ps. 78:70-72]. 

 

David is a type of Him who is David's Lord and David's Son. God was faithful to them, and He is faithful to us today, my friend. 

Psalm 79

THEME: Future of Israel in the Great Tribulation 

 

This psalm is a prayer -- not for you and me to pray, but for God's people, the nation Israel, in the Great Tribulation, which is the terrible day of trouble that is coming to them. 

 

This is another psalm of Asaph, a great musician, who was probably the writer and arranger of them. He was contemporary with David and probably served as his assistant. 

 

O God, the heathen are come into thine inheritance; thy holy temple have they defiled; they have laid Jerusalem on heaps [Ps. 79:1]. 

 

Although this psalm was prophetic at the time it was written, it accurately pictures the siege of Nebuchadnezzar and the subsequent Babylonian captivity. Also the Maccabean period brought such a calamity. This prophecy's ultimate fulfillment will be during the Great Tribulation. 

 

Prior to the Babylonian captivity, the false prophets were saying that God would never allow their destruction and captivity. However, the city that the false prophets had said could never be taken was taken, and the inhabitants were carried away into captivity. The temple they said could never be destroyed was destroyed. The city, of course, was Jerusalem, and the people were the children of Israel. This happened several times, and it caused these people to cry out to God. The temple, the sanctuary, is the very center of things. Remember that this section of the Psalms corresponds to the Book of Leviticus which has as its theme the worship centering about the tabernacle and later the temple. 

 

The dead bodies of thy servants have they given to be meat unto the fowls of the heaven, the flesh of thy saints unto the beasts of the earth [Ps. 79:2]. 

 

This horrible carnage was difficult for the people of Israel to understand. Why was God permitting this to happen to them? The false prophets had been continually telling them that it could not happen to God's people. Although the prophet Jeremiah had been faithfully giving God's warning of judgment to come, he had been discredited and labeled as a traitor to his nation. The Israelites could not understand why God had not protected them. This is still a question in our day. I understand that a great many Jews have become atheists because of the terrible persecution and suffering of their people in Germany during Hitler's dictatorship. Of course it is difficult for them to understand it. Maybe they have the same questions the psalmist has. But have they been faithful to God? Are they back in proper relationship with Him? Have they accepted their Messiah? Are they turning to Him? The answer, of course, is no. God has judged His people in the past and is judging them in our day. I feel that great judgment has come upon the church and will increase in the future. Judgment has come upon the nations of the world, nations like our own. 

 

Hear their cry: 

 

How long, LORD? wilt thou be angry for ever? shall thy jealousy burn like fire? [Ps. 79:5]. 

 

The Jews cry out, "Aren't you going to let up on us, O Lord?'' 

 

Then they cry to God for forgiveness: 

 

O remember not against us former iniquities: let thy tender mercies speedily prevent us: for we are brought very low [Ps. 79:8]. 

 

They pray, "Don't remember our former iniquities.'' But how will He be able to rub them out and forget them? Only through the death of Christ. When Christ is rejected -- whether it be by Jew or Gentile, rich or poor, bond or free, male or female, black or white, red or yellow -- there is judgment. You have to meet Him in judgment or redemption; there are only two ways. 

 

Now listen to the plaintive cry of these suffering people: 

 

Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for thy name's sake [Ps. 79:9]. 

 

The children of Israel had been making the boast that God was among them and would deliver them. God had not delivered them, and they were being subjected to ridicule. The heathen were making fun of them. 

 

Notice the note of thankfulness on which this psalm ends: 

 

So we thy people and sheep of thy pasture will give thee thanks for ever: we will shew forth thy praise to all generations [Ps. 79:13]. 

 

In that coming kingdom their sorrows and their tears will be gone forever, and so there will be praise from generation to generation. 

Psalm 80

THEME: Prayer to the Shepherd of Israel 

 

In this series of psalms there is a continuation of thought, a prophetic development. The Septuagint version has the inscription: "the Assyrian,'' which has led some expositors to place this psalm in a later time. However, because it is definitely a psalm of Asaph, a contemporary of David, we know it was written during the time of the Davidic kingdom. The inscription is "To the chief Musician upon Shoshannim-Eduth,'' which means "lilies.'' We have seen before that a beautiful lilies' psalm mentions the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a plea to the Shepherd of Israel to lead them again. 

 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock; thou that dwellest between the cherubims, shine forth [Ps. 80:1]. 

 

The "Shepherd of Israel'' is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ. We have had a simile of the sheep and the Shepherd before. 

 

"Thou that leadest Joseph like a flock'' refers to the wilderness journey of the tribes of Israel when they advanced toward the Promised Land to take possession of it. Jehovah, the Shepherd of Israel, was their leader. Joshua was their human leader, but he acted under the Captain of the Host of the Lord. The psalmist appeals to God who had met with these people in the Holy of Holies. 

 

Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up thy strength, and come and save us [Ps. 80:2]. 

 

Why would Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh be mentioned? I think the answer can be found in Numbers 2:17-24. If you read this portion of Scripture, you will find that in placing the tribes around the tabernacle, these three tribes were immediately behind the ark in the order of the march. It was the ark that led the children of Israel through the wilderness. Just as God had led them once before, the cry comes to lead them again. 

 

Turn us again, O God, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved [Ps. 80:3]. 

 

This same refrain is repeated three times in this psalm (vv. 3, 7, 19). It is sort of a chorus. 

 

O LORD God of hosts, how long wilt thou be angry against the prayer of thy people? [Ps. 80:4]. 

 

This is a brief elergy here. It is a lament, a sad part of the psalm, and includes verses 4-6. The psalmist feels God is angry because He does not answer the prayer of His people. 

 

Thou feedest them with the bread of tears; and givest them tears to drink in great measure [Ps. 80:5]. 

 

This is one of the most remarkable verses in the Word of God. God has given His people "tears to drink'' and tears for their bread -- all they had to eat was tears. These are the tears of suffering. No nation has suffered as the children of Israel have suffered -- and survived. Most other nations, had they been treated like the Jews, would have been exterminated and would have disappeared from the face of the earth. Israel has been drinking tears down through the centuries. Why? Israel has rejected the Shepherd. When the Lord was here, He beheld the city of Jerusalem and wept over it. Luke 19:41-44 tells us what He said as He wept, "And when he was come near, he beheld the city, and wept over it, Saying, If thou hadst known, even thou, at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace! but now they are hid from thine eyes. For the days shall come upon thee, that thine enemies shall cast a trench about thee, and compass thee round, and keep thee in on every side, And shall lay thee even with the ground, and thy children within thee; and they shall not leave in thee one stone upon another; because thou knewest not the time of thy visitation.'' This is a tremendous passage of Scripture and gives the reason the Jews have had tears to drink. On His way to the cross Jesus turned to some of the women in the crowd who were weeping and said, ". . . Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, but weep for yourselves, and for your children'' (Luke 23:28). 

 

Turn us again, O God of hosts, and cause thy face to shine; and we shall be saved [Ps. 80:7]. 

 

That "face to shine'' is none other than the face of Israel's Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Now here is another remarkable verse: 

 

Thou hast brought a vine out of Egypt: thou hast cast out the heathen, and planted it [Ps. 80:8]. 

 

God brought the nation of Israel out of bondage in Egypt. God cast the heathen nations out of the land of Palestine and planted Israel, His vine, there. Israel built a temple in which to worship God. Then they were told that their temple would be destroyed and they would be put out of the land. Why? For the same reason that God put the heathen nations out of the land -- they turned their backs upon God. The responsibility of Israel was greater than that of the heathen nations, because God had granted to them a privilege that no other nation had, which was the visible presence of God. 

 

Thou preparedst room before it, and didst cause it to take deep root, and it filled the land [Ps. 80:9]. 

 

This verse is speaking about Israel, the vine that God brought forth out of Egypt and planted in the Promised Land. 

 

The hills were covered with the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the goodly cedars. 

 

She sent our her boughs unto the sea, and her branches unto the river [Ps. 80:10-11]. 

 

The question arises: 

 

Why hast thou then broken down her hedges, so that all they which pass by the way do pluck her? [Ps. 80:12]. 

 

For years after God planted His vine He put a hedge about the land. The people lived in the land for a good six hundred years. God did not permit any of the great nations of that day to destroy them. Egypt came against Israel and had victories but did not destroy them. The same was true of Syria and the Hittite nation. But the day came when God removed the hedge and let the enemies of Israel come in. Why? Because Israel had rejected the Shepherd of Israel. 

 

Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right hand, upon the son of man whom thou madest strong for thyself [Ps. 80:17]. 

 

At God's right hand is the place of power. Who is at "God's right hand? It is Israel's Messiah. David wrote, "The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool'' (Ps. 110:1). The Lord Jesus applied this to Himself when His enemies challenged His messianic claim (Matt. 22:44). 

 

Back in Genesis 35 is the account of Rachel when she gave birth to her second son along the roadside that leads into Bethlehem. Benjamin was the baby, but she didn't call him that. When she looked upon that little fellow to whom she had given birth, she called him Ben-oni, which means "son of my suffering.'' But when Jacob looked upon him -- I think the baby had eyes like his lovely Rachel -- he said, "No, we won't call him Ben-oni, we'll call him Benjamin, because he is the son of my right hand.'' Benjamin is a picture, a type of our Lord Jesus who came to earth the first time as the Son of suffering. But today He is at God's right hand. Of Him the Father said, "Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool.'' And someday He will be returning from that position to this earth. 

 

So will not we go back from thee: quicken us, and we will call upon thy name [Ps. 80:18]. 

 

A better translation would be: "So will not we go back from Thee, revive us, and we will call upon Thy name.'' 

 

Now here is the chorus for the third time: 

 

Turn us again, O LORD God of hosts, cause thy face to shine, and we shall be saved [Ps. 80:19]. 

 

In other words, "Restore us, O LORD God of hosts, cause Thy face to shine upon us.'' This is a wonderful, wonderful psalm! 

Psalm 81

THEME: A song of deliverance 

 

This psalm, like so many of the others, is linked to the one that preceded it. In other words, we have a continuous story. The prayer in the preceding psalm was not a prayer for Christians; it is for the time of Jacob's trouble at the end of the age. The great prayer for us today is, ". . . Even so, come, Lord Jesus'' (Rev. 22:20). And in the meantime we're to ask Him to help us get out His Word. 

 

It is a song of deliverance. It begins on a high note. It is a soprano solo. It is inscribed "To the chief Musician upon Gittith, A Psalm of Asaph.'' 

 

Sing aloud unto God our strength: make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob. 

 

Take a psalm, and bring hither the timbrel, the pleasant harp with the psaltery. 

 

Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time appointed, on our solemn feast day. 

 

For this was a statute for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob [Ps. 81:1-4]. 

 

I think the key to this passage is in the blowing of the trumpet at the new moon. This is all very proper because the new moon appears before the Sun of Righteousness arises with healing in His wings. He is coming to deliver them. It is a beautiful picture of the Feast of Tabernacles. Israel had four feasts that came at the beginning of the year: the Passover, the Feast of Pentecost, the Feast of First Fruits, and then the Feast of Tabernacles. This psalm sounds like the Feast of Tabernacles, also called the Feast of Trumpets. "For this was a statute for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob.'' It was a great day. And its fulfillment is still in the future. 

 

Hear, O my people, and I will testify unto thee: O Israel, if thou wilt hearken unto me; 

 

There shall no strange god be in thee; neither shalt thou worship any strange god [Ps. 81:8-9]. 

 

The Lord reminds them of the past. 

 

I am the LORD thy God, which brought thee out of the land of Egypt: open thy mouth wide, and I will fill it [Ps. 81:10]. 

 

This is a promise to Israel, and we should leave it that way, but there is a spiritual lesson for us in this verse. God did not lead me out of Egypt; but He did save me out of sin, which is the "Egypt'' of this world. Now God says, "Open wide your mouth, McGee, and I will fill it with spiritual blessings.'' And He has done just that. God has been good to me. 

 

But my people would not hearken to my voice; and Israel would none of me [Ps. 81:11]. 

 

In other words, "Israel would have none of me.'' They still have not turned to God. There is not much difference between the Israel side and the Arab side as far as their relationship to God goes, and there is not much difference between that land and the United States. In fact, I think the United States is in the worst spiritual condition, yet we are telling the world how things ought to be done. Because of our own failure I believe our nation should be in sackcloth and ashes. As a people, as individuals, we need to turn to God. 

Psalm 82

THEME: God judges the judges of His people 

 

This is a psalm that has been misunderstood. A critic who denies the deity of Christ will turn to this psalm and ridicule it. This is another prophetic psalm that looks to the future for God's earthly people, Israel. We see in connection with this the glory of the Lord -- and it is wonderful when these two are brought together. This gives us a prophetic description of the judgment which God will execute during the Tribulation period when He saves the faithful remnant. 

 

He begins on that note: 

 

God standeth in the congregation of the mighty; he judgeth among the gods [Ps. 82:1]. 

 

"God standeth in the congregation of the mighty'' -- this hasn't happened yet, but He will stand there during the Millennium. 

 

"He judgeth among the gods.'' Whom is He calling gods? 

 

How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked? Selah [Ps. 82:2]. 

 

It is important to understand this verse of Scripture. Notice who are "the gods.'' God is calling the judges "gods'' because they stand in His place and walk in His shoes, if I may use that expression. 

 

Defend the poor and fatherless: do justice to the afflicted and needy. 

 

Deliver the poor and needy: rid them out of the hand of the wicked [Ps. 82:3-4]. 

 

When the Lord Jesus Christ comes as the Judge of this earth, He is going to defend the poor, the fatherless, the afflicted, and the needy. One of the big arguments against capital punishment is that rich people never have to pay the penalty of their crimes, and poor people have to pay in full. The argument is that because of the inequality the penalty should be abolished. God is saying to the judges, "I want you to defend the poor and the fatherless.'' The current discussion of giving the poor an equal opportunity is not new; it is as old as the Book of Psalms. When the Lord Jesus, as Messiah, reigns on this earth, He will defend the poor and the fatherless, the afflicted and the needy. Today judges are standing in God's place, and they are to do the same thing. 

 

Now here is an interesting verse: 

 

They know not, neither will they understand; they walk on in darkness: all the foundations of the earth are out of course [Ps. 82:5]. 

 

Certainly the world today is being shaken and is in great turmoil, and one of the great problems has been the judges of the earth. It is very easy for a judge to be like Pilate, to wash his hands, and say, "I don't believe in that uncivilized method of punishing people by capital punishment.'' He thinks he can escape in that way. But when those who have broken the law come before him, he ought to remember that justice is blind. If a rich man has committed a crime that deserves capital punishment, it should be meted out just as it would be to a poor man who committed the same crime. Unfortunately, very few rich people have to pay for their crimes. 

 

I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High [Ps. 82:6]. 

 

What does He mean, "Ye are gods''? The Lord Jesus Christ Himself quoted this verse when the Jews questioned His deity. They accused Him of blasphemy because He made Himself God. In John 10:33-37 we read, "The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemist; because I said, I am the Son of God? If I do not the works of my Father, believe me not.'' 

 

Jesus was telling these Jews that they were sitting in judgment and, when one sits in the place of judgment, he is taking the place of God. Many saints are guilty of that type of thing. They sit in judgment on other saints. Paul says, "But with me it is a very small thing that I should be judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self. For I know nothing by myself; yet am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord. Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God'' (1Cor. 4:3-5). Paul is saying that he is going to stand before God someday and because of that he doesn't even judge himself. My friend, when you start judging someone you are acting for God, and you are a god when you have taken that position of judging. I am fearful of our nation with so many godless people seeking office. They know nothing of the background of this country which was founded upon the Word of God; they are not in spiritual tune with the founding of this nation. 

 

Years ago I was greatly impressed by that judge in New York City who presided at the trial of a husband and wife who were charged with being spies. The judge was a Jew, and he said that the night before he handed down his judgment was spent in prayer. I was impressed with that. Why? He was going to hand down a harsh judgment; he was going to stand in the place of God when he made the decision. That judge was actually standing in the place of God when he judged the lives of these two people who would have to pay for their crime against the government. A man in that position ought to be a godly man. He should be a man of prayer. The big problem in our contemporary society is not so much with the criminal as it is with the judges and the breakdown of law and order. It is strange that the breakdown of law and order has begun with the law profession and not really with the criminal element. 

 

Any time that you pass judgment on a person, you stand in the position of God. Parents ought to recognize that. What does God say to a little fellow growing up in a home? He says, "Children, obey your parents in all things: for this is well pleasing unto the Lord'' (Col. 3:20). But wait a minute -- what if his parents don't tell him to do the right things and don't bring him up the way they should? There are many parents like that today. God says, "I am going to hold them responsible. They are in My place. They occupy that position because I have said to that little boy, 'My son, hear the instruction of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy mother' '' (Prov. 1:8). God help the father or the mother who does not lead their child in a godly pathway. Someone has asked the question, "What is worse than going to hell?'' The answer given by a great preacher in the South years ago was this: "To go to hell and recognize the voice of your son and ask, 'Son, what are you doing here?' and hear him answer, 'Dad, I followed you!' '' 

 

This is a tremendous psalm. God says to the judges, "Be sure you judge accurately. Ye are gods, and all of you are children of the Most High.'' 

 

But ye shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes [Ps. 82:7]. 

 

God reminds the judges, who stand in the place of God, that they are still human beings, and the day is coming when they will have to stand before God and be judged. 

 

Arise, O God, judge the earth: for thou shalt inherit all nations [Ps. 82:8]. 

 

This will be a prayer of the nation Israel. I feel that I could join in that prayer. "O God, judge this earth. O God, You are going to inherit all the nations. This earth is Yours. You judge it.'' I believe this is a prayer all of us can pray in this day in which we live. 

Psalm 83

THEME: A cry for judgment 

 

This is "A Song or Psalm of Asaph.'' This is the last psalm of the Asaph series and a rather puzzling one. The fact of the matter is that you cannot fit it into the history of the nation of Israel. Since you cannot, the idea is to guess at it, and there have been some wild guesses. This is an imprecatory prayer, a cry for justice. The psalmist prays for God to deliver His people from their enemies. 

 

Keep not thou silence, O God: hold not thy peace, and be not still, O God. 

 

For, lo, thine enemies make a tumult: and they that hate thee have lifted up the head [Ps. 83:1-2]. 

 

Whoever the enemy is here, he hates God. But isn't that always the case with the enemy? 

 

They have taken crafty counsel against thy people, and consulted against thy hidden ones. 

 

They have said, Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation; that the name of Israel may be no more in remembrance [Ps. 83:3-4]. 

 

This refers to those who have plotted the destruction of the nation Israel. There are those who have tried to fit this psalm into the time of Jehoshaphat, and others who have attempted to fit it into other historical periods. The important thing for us to note is that the enemies of God express their hatred toward Him. 

 

Now we begin with the section of this psalm that is difficult to fit into history. 

 

For they have consulted together with one consent: they are confederate against thee: 

 

The tabernacles of Edom, and the Ishmaelites; of Moab, and the Hagarenes; 

 

Gebal, and Ammon, and Amalek; the Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre; 

 

Assur also is joined with them: they have holpen the children of Lot. Selah [Ps. 83:5-8]. 

 

"Assur'' is Assyria. "The children of Lot'' would be Moab and Ammon. The names in this portion of God's Word are His enemies. There is no place in history where they seem to fit in; and that makes it a very remarkable section, because it appears that these verses look to the future. Apparently these nations which were in existence at one time will appear again in the future. 

 

At the present time Israel is surrounded by Arab nations who are apparently joined together not so much as Arabs but as Moslems. They are opposed to the nation Israel. It looks as though the nations mentioned in these verses will come back into existence during the last days. They are not in existence now, and there is nothing to which they correspond. This fact makes Psalm 83 a very remarkable passage of Scripture. 

 

The remainder of this psalm is an imprecatory prayer. It asks for God's judgment. It is retrospective in the sense that the psalmist is saying, "Judge as You have done it in the past.'' 

 

Do unto them as unto the Midianites; as to Sisera, as to Jabin, at the brook of Kison: 

 

Which perished at En-dor: they became as dung for the earth [Ps. 83:9-10]. 

 

In the Book of Judges we read how God judged those nations. There are those who say that God will not judge that way in the future. He won't? He has judged that way in the past. God has not changed. What He has done in the past, He will do in the future. For that reason this is impressive. 

 

Let me remind you that this is not the way we, as believers today, should pray. We should pray for our enemies -- not that God would punish them, but that they might be converted, that they might turn to God. 

 

This is a prayer for Israel to pray: 

 

O my God, make them like a wheel; as the stubble before the wind [Ps. 83:13]. 

 

Do you remember reading about the great big wheel that the oxen used to pull around to beat out the grain and crush the stubble? The psalmist is saying, "Deal with our enemies that way, O Lord.'' 

 

As the fire burneth a wood, and as the flame setteth the mountains on fire [Ps. 83:14]. 

 

In other words, "Be like a forest fire!'' 

 

Now note the conclusion: 

 

That men may know that thou, whose name alone is JEHOVAH, art the most high over all the earth [Ps. 83:18]. 

 

I am convinced that the only way this world is going to know that God is God is for Him to move in judgment. The goodness of God ought to lead men to repentance, but it doesn't. If men were at all sensitive to the presence and person of God, it would lead them to His presence, but it actually drives them farther away from God. We are an affluent nation now. When we were a frontier nation, pioneering, fighting our way across to the West, we depended on God, but today we think we don't need Him. However, it looks to me as if we need Him desperately. 

Psalm 84

THEME: A deep desire for God's house 

 

This is a psalm in which the Levitical emphasis is prominent. It is a psalm for the sons of Korah. The sons of Korah served in the tabernacle and later in the temple. Let's go back to 1Chronicles 26 to see the background of this family. "Concerning the divisions of the porters: Of the Korhites was Meshelemiah the son of Kore, of the sons of Asaph'' (1Chron. 26:1). Then it gives a long list of that family of the Korhites. Now Korah, you may recall, led the rebellion against Moses, and he was judged for it. But now, by the grace of God, these descendants of his are serving in the tabernacle and in the temple of God. Then 1Chronicles 26:12-13 says, "Among these were the divisions of the porters, even among the chief men, having wards one against another, to minister in the house of the LORD. And they cast lots, as well the small as the great, according to the house of their fathers, for every gate.'' A man was assigned to every gate. Lots were cast for the jobs. Strong, robust Levites guarded the tabernacle, and later they watched over every entrance to the temple. So the tabernacle and the temple are prominent in this psalm. 

 

How amiable are thy tabernacles, O LORD of hosts! 

 

My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts of the LORD; my heart and my flesh crieth out for the living God [Ps. 84:1-2]. 

 

Is this your heart cry today? Do you love to meet with God's people? I recognize that you don't get much fellowship in some churches today. In fact, you get more gossip and criticism than you get anything else. However, the place for fellowship is a church, and there are some wonderful churches throughout our land. I hope there is one in your neighborhood where the Word of God is preached and Christ is exalted. If there is, that is where you should seek the fellowship of believers. That is where you will grow and be blessed. 

 

Now this is lovely. These sons of Korah serving in the tabernacle and later in the temple saw this: 

 

Yea, the sparrow hath found an house, and the swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine altars, O LORD of hosts, my King, and my God [Ps. 84:3]. 

 

I think the sparrows built nests around the temple. The man who wrote this psalm, as he looked up and saw them, said, "I want to dwell like that. I want to live that close to God.'' The Lord Jesus said to consider the little sparrows. They are not worth anything. In fact, you would like to get rid of them the way they chatter around and mess up everything. They are dirty little birds. The Lord Jesus said, "Are not two sparrows sold for a farthing? and one of them shall not fall on the ground without your Father'' (Matt. 10:29). Not one sparrow falls but what the Father sees it. Actually, the language is stronger than that. He says that the sparrow falls into the lap of your Father. He knows all about it. 

 

Behold, O God our shield, and look upon the face of thine anointed [Ps. 84:9]. 

 

The psalmist can say, "Behold, O God our shield.'' God is our shield. "And look upon the face of thine anointed.'' This is a reference to the Messiah. Christ, the Messiah, revealed the face of God on earth. 

 

The sanctuary, as we saw in the Book of Leviticus, was the very center of the life of Israel. There was a day when the church was the center of the social life in this country. It is not even the center of religious life today, but it should be. 

 

For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness [Ps. 84:10]. 

 

He says, "A day in Thy courts is better than a thousand days anywhere else. I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness,'' and that's what the sons of Korah were -- doorkeepers. He says, "I would rather have my job than to be a rich man living far from God.'' There are some folk who look at their watches on Sunday morning to see if the preacher is going overtime. The psalmist says, "I'd rather spend one day in God's house than a thousand anywhere else.'' What a glorious psalm this is, and what a rebuke it is to many of us. 

Psalm 85

THEME: Future restoration of Israel 

 

This psalm is "To the chief Musician, A Psalm for the sons of Korah.'' Certain critics have attempted to identify this psalm with the return of the people to the land under Ezra and Nehemiah. Actually it has no reference to that at all. The reason critics do this is because they do not recognize the fact that the Psalms are prophetic. 

 

We are in a section where we have several writers of the Psalms and the amazing thing is that these psalms have been put together to tell a story. Although I do not insist upon the inspiration of the arrangement, it certainly looks as if God had the oversight of it. We have seen that they appear in series -- a cluster here and a cluster there -- that present a prophetic picture. This psalm looks to the future, and I have no confidence in any translation or interpretation made by a man who does not believe this is the very Word of God. I feel like a certain minister in Southern California who says, "We might as well trust a lunatic for a lawyer, a quack for a physician, a wolf for a sheepdog, or an alligator for a babysitter, as to trust a modernist's translation of the Word of God or proclamation of the Word of God.'' I say amen to that. My feeling is that we need expositors who believe the Bible is the Word of God and God knows the future as well as He knows the past. 

 

Now note this prophetic picture: 

 

LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob [Ps. 85:1]. 

 

Many critics assume that this verse refers to the return of the Jews to their land from the Babylonian captivity, but in reality only a small remnant returned to the land at that time. Less than sixty thousand people came back. The bulk of the people did not return. Rather than referring to the return after the Babylonian captivity, it looks forward to the kingdom age when God brings all of His people back into the land. 

 

Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all their sin. Selah [Ps. 85:2]. 

 

What a glorious picture this is! It can only refer to the future. It certainly did not depict the condition after the Babylonian captivity. If you think it does, read the Books of Ezra, Nehemiah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. Why, Malachi severely rebukes the people because their hearts are far from God. Oh, they were going to the temple and bringing sacrifices, but their hearts were far away from God. This psalm presents an entirely different picture. 

 

Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger [Ps. 85:3]. 

 

This looks forward to the time when the judgments are over for Israel. The worst time for this nation and for the world is still in the future. The Great Tribulation is going to be global in its extent, and it will be a time of judgment. Satan will be turned loose, and the Holy Spirit will not be restraining evil. The lid will be taken off. The fellow who wants to paint the town red will have to have a brush that is big enough and plenty of paint to do it. God is going to let men go the limit, and then He is going to judge them. 

 

For the child of God in this day, the judgment for sin is over. The sin question was settled when Jesus died on the cross for our sins. As the song writer put it, "The old account was settled long ago.'' But there is something that does trouble me: it is the fact that I will have to stand before the judgment seat of Christ, as will every believer, to give an account of my life and my works. Our works are going to be tried by fire. "Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward. If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire'' (1Cor. 3:13-15). I'm not sure about some of my works. No wonder that Paul didn't even judge himself because God alone can judge. I hope He will say, "Well done, thou good and faithful servant,'' but I'll have to wait and see. 

 

During the Great Tribulation there is going to be brought together into a focal point everything in the way of judgment and evil, which is the reason I don't want to be here when it happens. And I don't think I will be here. To say that the church goes through that period is to miss entirely what is meant by the Great Tribulation. 

 

Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to cease. 

 

Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations? [Ps. 85:4-5]. 

 

The day is coming when the suffering of these people will cease. As we saw in a previous psalm, their history has been one of tears to drink and tear-sandwiches to eat -- that was their diet. The day is coming when it will be over. God will come and wipe away all of their tears. 

 

Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee? [Ps. 85:6]. 

 

Today we need revival in our churches for several reasons. One reason is there is a lack of joy in the lives of believers. It should be there, but it is not. 

 

Shew us thy mercy, O LORD, and grant us thy salvation [Ps. 85:7]. 

 

This is something into which all of our hearts can enter. God hates evil and will judge it, but He is also a God of mercy and salvation to those who turn to Him. 

 

I will hear what God the LORD will speak: for he will speak peace unto his people, and to his saints: but let them not turn again to folly [Ps. 85:8]. 

 

When God's final judgment of sin takes place, His people will no longer turn to folly. They will not return to their sins because sin will be removed from the universe. 

 

Surely his salvation is nigh them that fear him; that glory may dwell in our land [Ps. 85:9]. 

 

There is no glory in Israel today. I love to visit that land, but I see nothing in the way of glory there, only a pile of rocks. Of course there are many places which are sacred to us as Christians. 

 

Now this is one of the most remarkable verses in Scripture: 

 

Mercy and truth are met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other [Ps. 85:10]. 

 

"Mercy and truth'' haven't met each other in our day. "Righteousness and peace have kissed each other'' -- they aren't even on speaking terms today. One of the reasons we cannot have peace in this world is because we do not have righteousness in the world. Things have to be right, my friend, before there can be peace in the world. Things are not "right'' today -- they are not right in my neighborhood, or anywhere, and maybe things are not right in our lives. Until things are right, there will be no peace on earth. This is a great verse! 

 

Righteousness shall go before him; and shall set us in the way of his steps [Ps. 85:13]. 

 

When the Lord Jesus Christ reigns, He will reign in righteousness. 

Psalm 86

THEME: David prays for the future kingdom 

 

We have come now to another Davidic psalm, and it is a prayer of David. 

 

It is remarkable in that it introduces another name for God. We have seen in former psalms that the names Elohim, which speaks of God as Creator, and Jehovah, which speaks of God as Savior, have been used. In this psalm another name for God appears seven times. It is Adonai, of which the English translation is "LORD.'' Adonai is the name of God which the pious Jew used (and still does) instead of Jehovah. When an orthodox Jew comes to the name Jehovah -- the sacred tetragram YHWH -- he doesn't pronounce it. In fact, the pronunciation has been lost, and today scholars debate about whether it should be pronounced Jehovah or Yahweh or something else. The orthodox Jew, considering the name Jehovah too sacred to voice, substitutes the name Adonai. Adonai refers to God as our Savior, the One who is the holy God, the One who has been able to extend mercy unto us. 

 

Because Adonai occurs seven times in this psalm, it is considered a messianic psalm by some scholars. However, I do not think it could be called a messianic psalm in the strict sense of the word because of the nature of the prayer. For an example: 

 

Teach me thy way, O LORD; I will walk in thy truth: unite my heart to fear thy name [Ps. 86:11]. 

 

There is no way that you can apply this verse to the Lord Jesus. He would never need to pray a prayer like this, because He came to do the Father's will. But this verse can apply to you and me. We need to be taught God's way and His truth. Our hearts need to be united to fear His name. Christ came to do the will of His Father, and He did it. It is different with us. F. W. Grant has made a remarkable statement in this regard: "This is indeed what is everywhere the great lack among the people of God. How much of our lives is not spent in positive evil, but frittered away and lost in countless petty diversions which spoil effectually the positiveness of our testimony for God! How few can say with the Apostle [Paul], 'This one thing I do.' We are on the road -- not at least, intentionally off it -- but we stop to chase butterflies among the flowers, and make no serious progress. How Satan must wonder when he sees us turn away from 'the kingdoms of the world and the glory of them,' when realized as his temptation, and yet yield ourselves with scarce a thought to endless trifles, lighter than a thistledown for which the child spends all his strength, and we laugh at him. If we examined our lives carefully in such an interest as this, how we would realize the multitude of needless anxieties, or self-imagined duties, of permitted relaxations, of 'innocent trifles,' which incessantly divert us from that in which alone is profit. How few perhaps would care to face such an examination day by day of the unwritten history of their lives.'' 

 

There are many Christian workers today who are not in open sin, but they sure are lazy. They kill time doing this and that, and they are busy here and there, but the main business remains undone. They are not guarding the stuff, and they are not alert in serving the Lord. How we need to pray, "Unite my heart to fear thy name.'' 

 

The psalmist's prayer that preceded it is, "Teach me thy way, O LORD,'' which is, I think, the solution for a wandering, divided heart. The first thing that the apostle Paul said after he was converted was, ". . . Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? . . .'' (Acts 9:6). The psalmist had the answer, "Teach me thy way, O LORD.'' And the Lord has promised to teach His children, "I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with mine eye'' (Ps. 32:8). 

 

"I will walk in thy truth'' should be our response, which means we should walk in the light that the Word of God gives us. 

 

Then He will receive the praise of our whole heart. When our heart is united and devoted to Him, the greater our praise will be. 

 

I will praise thee, O Lord my God, with all my heart: and I will glorify thy name for evermore [Ps. 86:12]. 

 

Psalm 87

THEME: Zion, the city of God 

 

This psalm is "A Psalm or Song for the sons of Korah.'' Actually, I think it is a psalm by the sons of Korah. It is a song that deals with Zion, the city of God, and speaks of the glorious future of Jerusalem. The nations will come to Jerusalem to worship. I hear people today sing, "We're marching to Zion, that wonderful city of God.'' I am afraid that song is meaningless, because Zion is a geographical spot on this earth. When I was with a tour in Israel, several of us were in a car together riding toward Zion, which is the highest elevation in the city of Jerusalem. None of us could sing very well, but we sang as we rode along, "We're marching to Zion, that wonderful city of God.'' Actually we were riding, not marching, but at least we were headed for Zion. 

 

His foundation is in the holy mountains [Ps. 87:1]. 

 

That is where the government of the world will one day be. Isaiah 2:2 tells us, "And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.'' Zechariah 2:10-11 says, "Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for, lo, I come, and I will dwell in the midst of thee, saith the LORD. And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people: and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that the LORD of hosts hath sent me unto thee.'' 

 

Remember that we are still in the section that is known as the Leviticus section, and the tabernacle and temple are the very heart of it. 

 

The LORD loveth the gates of Zion more than all the dwellings of Jacob. 

 

Glorious things are spoken of thee, O city of God. Selah [Ps. 87:2-3]. 

 

This same view was expressed before in Psalm 48, "Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of his holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King'' (Ps. 48:1-2). 

 

I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon to them that know me: behold Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia; this man was born there [Ps. 87:4]. 

 

"Rahab'' is not the harlot of Jericho, but Egypt (see Isa. 51:9; Ps. 89:10). It represents the southern world power, and "Babylon'' represents the northern. The name Rahab means "tumult'' and Babylon means "confusion'' -- the tumult and confusion of these nations will end when Christ is reigning in Zion. It is very interesting to see that Zion will be the birthplace of many nations. When the Lord Jesus Christ is there, the world will come up to Jerusalem, and many nations will be converted. Notice it mentions "Philistia, and Tyre, with Ethiopia.'' This is all tremendously interesting when we remember that as the gospel left the land of Israel and started down the highways of the world, the first convert was the Ethiopian eunuch (Acts 8). He was born again out there in the desert. But the psalmist here has reference to, I believe, the entire nation of Ethiopia, which will be converted in that future time. 

 

And of Zion it shall be said, This and that man was born in her: and the highest himself shall establish her [Ps. 87:5]. 

 

The King of Kings will make Zion the capital of the earth. 

 

The LORD shall count, when he writeth up the people, that this man was born there. Selah [Ps. 87:6]. 

 

There will be many who will turn to the Lord in that day, recognizing that they were deceived by the Antichrist. What a glorious time this will be! 

Psalm 88

THEME: Confidence in God in the midst of suffering 

 

This is "A Song or Psalm for the sons of Korah, to the chief Musician upon Mahalath Leannoth, Maschil of Heman the Ezrahite.'' It is a doleful psalm. Psalm 87 was all glory; this psalm is all gloom. It is a lamentation. It is the darkest wail of woe in the Book of Psalms. 

 

O LORD God of my salvation, I have cried day and night before thee [Ps. 88:1]. 

 

The one ray of hope in this psalm is that He is the "God of my salvation,'' and the psalmist is holding on to that. It is mere speculation, of course, but this psalm has been applied to Job and to Uzziah who had leprosy and to Jeremiah in the dungeon and to Hezekiah when he was sick. But no matter who is in view, this psalm describes great suffering. Yet in all of his suffering and affliction he maintains his confidence in God as the God of his salvation. That is the great theme of this psalm. 

 

I am afflicted and ready to die from my youth up: while I suffer thy terrors I am distracted [Ps. 88:15]. 

 

He is in a tough place. Wrath, death, the grave, and darkness are summed up together by the sufferer. 

 

Thy fierce wrath goeth over me; thy terrors have cut me off. 

 

They came round about me daily like water; they compassed me about together. 

 

Lover and friend hast thou put far from me, and mine acquaintance into darkness [Ps. 88:16-18]. 

 

Unlike other psalms which begin with deep distress but end with the joy of deliverance, this psalm closes with the word darkness. Hengstenberg has this comment: "The Psalm ends with an energetic expression of its main thought -- the immediate vicinity of death. The darkness is thickest at the end just as it is in the morning, before the rising of the sun.'' 

Psalm 89

THEME: Psalm of the Davidic covenant 

 

This is the final psalm in the Leviticus section. The New Scofield Reference Bible calls it the psalm of the Davidic Covenant. I like that because it is what the psalm is all about. This great psalm was written by Ethan the Ezrahite. It is a maschil, which means it is one of instruction. Ethan was probably a singer who belonged to the tribe of Levi. The writer is not identified for us -- purposely, I think -- because it is the faithfulness of God that is exalted in this psalm. The faithfulness of God is mentioned ten times, which makes it obvious that the psalmist is emphasizing His faithfulness. The word covenant is mentioned four times, and with it God says, "I have sworn'' three times. Also "I will not lie'' occurs four times. It is quite a contrast to the previous psalm which was all gloom and no glory. This one is all glory and no gloom. It is a psalm of great excitement, and it rests upon the covenant that God made with David. When we were studying 2 Samuel, we spent quite a bit of time in chapter 7 which records God's covenant with David. If you want to know how important it is, you will find it referred to again and again in the writings of the prophets, and here is a psalm devoted to it. 

 

I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever: with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to all generations [Ps. 89:1]. 

 

Is God good to you? I am sure He is. He certainly is good to me, and because of that "I will sing of the mercies of the LORD for ever.'' Although I can't really sing, I am going to tell it out the best way I know how. The mercies of the Lord are wonderful! 

 

"With my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness'' -- I'm glad he didn't say "sing'' this time, because singing excludes me; but I can use my mouth to make known His faithfulness. My, how faithful He has been to me! 

 

Notice the pronoun is "thy'' -- it is God's faithfulness. It is praise to God for His faithfulness to David. Then down in verse 24 we read, "But my faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him.'' The pronoun has changed because it is God speaking. All the references in this psalm, regardless of the pronoun used, refer to the faithfulness of God. 

 

For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever: thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens [Ps. 89:2]. 

 

God is faithful. Our salvation rests upon the death of Christ and the faithfulness of God in saving those who put their trust in Him. It is what God says that is important. 

 

It reminds me of the little Scottish lady I have told you about. She had sent her boy away to school, and he had come home a skeptic. She was fixing breakfast for him one morning and telling him how God had saved her, how sure she was of it, and how wonderful His salvation was. Finally the son could stand it no longer. He blurted out, "Your little soul doesn't amount to anything! It is very small compared to this great universe. God could forget you and wouldn't even miss you.'' On and on he talked. Then there was silence. This little Scottish mother kept quiet for a while. She finished serving him breakfast and sat down to eat. Then she said, "Son, I have been thinking about it. Maybe you are right. It may be that my soul doesn't amount to anything, but if I lose my soul, God is going to lose more than I will lose.'' Her son asked, "What do you mean by that?'' Her reply was this, "If I lose my soul -- you've just said it doesn't amount to much -- so I wouldn't lose much, but God would lose a great deal. He would lose His Word, His reputation, because He said He would save me!'' 

 

She was right. And God would lose His reputation if He did not make good His covenant to David. But God is faithful. 

 

I have made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant [Ps. 89:3]. 

 

God says He made a covenant with David. 

 

And the heavens shall praise thy wonders, O LORD: thy faithfulness also in the congregation of the saints [Ps. 89:5]. 

 

"The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handiwork'' (Ps. 19:1), but the faithfulness of God has more glory connected with it than that. "O LORD: thy faithfulness also in the congregation of the saints.'' His faithfulness toward us deserves our praise! 

 

O LORD God of hosts, who is a strong LORD like unto thee? or to thy faithfulness round about thee? [Ps. 89:8]. 

 

We certainly get the impression that he is talking about the faithfulness of God. 

 

I have found David my servant; with my holy oil have I anointed him [Ps. 89:20]. 

 

God says, "I will make good what I promised David at the time I anointed him.'' 

 

God rests upon what He has promised David: 

 

But my faithfulness and my mercy shall be with him: and in my name shall his horn be exalted [Ps. 89:24]. 

 

The "horn'' speaks of his strength. 

 

Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth [Ps. 89:27]. 

 

God's covenant to David was that He would be sending One in his line. The covenant centers on the Lord Jesus Christ. Of Him God says, "Also I will make him my firstborn, higher than the kings of the earth.'' Look at this -- it is wonderful. When God sent the Lord Jesus into this world, He came as the only begotten Son, and by His incarnation yonder at Bethlehem He became the Son of God. Thus He was revealed in His life of humiliation -- God manifested in the flesh. And after He died a sacrificial death -- for that is the reason He came from heaven -- He became in resurrection the firstborn, the first begotten from the dead. He is speaking of the resurrected Christ: "Also I will make him my firstborn'' -- the resurrected Christ, the One who came back from the dead after He had died on the cross. It simply means that the scepter of this universe is in nail pierced hands. 

 

But we are told here that He is "higher than the kings of the earth.'' This means that He is Lord of Lords and King of Kings! The psalmist now is talking about the Lord Jesus. Therefore again He says: 

 

My mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my covenant shall stand fast with him [Ps. 89:28]. 

 

Now we must correctly divide the Word of Truth. Verses 29-32 cannot speak of Christ, but of David's posterity. Suppose that David's children forsake God. What will God do? 

 

If his children forsake my law, and walk not in my judgments; 

 

If they break my statutes, and keep not my commandments; 

 

Then will I visit their transgression with the rod, and their iniquity with stripes [Ps. 89:30-32]. 

 

Does it sound as though God is through with His children if they are not faithful to Him? No! 

 

Nevertheless my lovingkindness will I not utterly take from him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail [Ps. 89:33]. 

 

Oh, my friend, I may be faithless; but my God is faithful. What wonderful assurance! 

 

Next God takes an oath concerning the covenant He made with David: 

 

My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of my lips. 

 

Once have I sworn by my holiness that I will not lie unto David. 

 

His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me [Ps. 89:34-36]. 

 

At this very moment there is One sitting at the right hand of God who is coming to earth to sit on that throne of David. He is the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of David. 

 

It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah [Ps. 89:37]. 

 

David will have a Son who will sit on the throne of this universe. That fact is as established as the moon is established in the heavens, and it looks like the moon is going to be there for a long time. God will make good His covenant with David. 

 

Lord, where are thy former lovingkindnesses, which thou swarest unto David in thy truth? [Ps. 89:49]. 

 

To these people who had gotten away from God at this time, it looked as if God had forgotten His covenant. But He hadn't forgotten His covenant. God is faithful. God has the Man to sit on David's throne. 

NUMBERS SECTION (90 - 106)

Peril and Protection (Earth in view) 

 

Psalms 90-106 

 

This begins the fourth section, the Book of Numbers in the "Pentateuch'' of the Psalms. It opens with a prayer of Moses. It is the only psalm of Moses that we have. Moses was the first writer of the Bible, and you would naturally think that his psalm would be the first one. If you or I had arranged the Psalms, we probably would have placed it at the very beginning. But we did not do the arranging, and I am of the opinion that God supervised even the arrangement because Psalm 90 falls into place in such a wonderful way. 

 

The Book of Numbers records the great tragedy of a generation dying in the wilderness, never reaching the goal, which was the Promised Land. How appropriate it is to begin this Numbers section with Psalm 90, the prayer of Moses. 

Psalm 90

THEME: The prayer of Moses 

 

The setting for this psalm is out there on the desert during Israel's wanderings. You recall that when the people of Israel came from the bondage of Egypt, they were led first to Mount Sinai where God gave them the Law. Then they went up to enter the Promised Land; but, instead of entering it, they turned back to that frightful desert. For thirty-eight years they wandered in the desert -- until that generation died. Moses saw a lot of people die -- over two million of them -- and his psalm is the psalm of death. 

 

To me it is a remarkable psalm. It was Martin Luther who wrote: "Just as Moses acts in teaching the law, so does he in this Psalm. For he preaches death, sin and condemnation, in order that he may alarm the proud who are secure in their sins, and that he may set before their eyes their sin and evil.'' My friend, that is the teaching of this psalm. 

 

Notice how majestic and sublime it is as it opens: 

 

LORD, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 

 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art God [Ps. 90:1-2]. 

 

The word everlasting is figurative in the Hebrew. It means "from the vanishing point to the vanishing point.'' God is from the vanishing point in the past and reaches to the vanishing point in eternity future. Just as far as you can see, from vanishing point to vanishing point, He is still God. How majestic is this thought! Man is just one of God's creatures, an offspring, as it were. In the Book of Genesis Moses wrote, "So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them'' (Gen. 1:27). Then in Genesis 2:7 Moses said, "And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.'' This psalm regards man as a created being, not as an evolved animal. He is a creature in a class by himself. He has a body that was taken from the ground, a body by which he is going to earn his living down here by the sweat of his brow until the day comes when it returns to the dust out of which God created it. That's the picture of man. 

 

Thou turnest man to destruction: and sayest, Return, ye children of men [Ps. 90:3]. 

 

God returns man's frail body to the dust, saying, "Go back to where you came from.'' 

 

For a thousand years in thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch in the night [Ps. 90:4]. 

 

Suppose, my friend, you live as long as Methuselah lived -- almost a thousand years -- that would be like just a watch in the night. It would be like the flight of a bird through a lighted room, coming out of the darkness through one window and going out another window into the darkness again. Even if you could live one thousand years, you wouldn't be very much. Life is so brief compared to eternity. 

 

Thou carriest them away as with a flood; they are as a sleep: in the morning they are like grass which groweth up. 

 

In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down, and withereth [Ps. 90:5-6]. 

 

This is a picture of man. In the wilderness Moses saw over one million people die. He probably attended more funerals than anyone else. Man's body was taken from the ground, and Moses saw that body put back into the ground from which it had come. 

 

This leads me to another subject. I have received several letters asking me what I think about cremation. I do not believe in cremation. I don't mean that God cannot raise up your body if you are cremated, but cremation is not a good testimony for a believer. Many unbelievers in Southern California want to be cremated and have their ashes scattered over the ocean. I knew an undertaker in Pasadena who was a pilot. He told me that many people wanted their ashes scattered over the ocean, and that was one of the services he provided. What is the motive of folk who want to be cremated and their ashes scattered over the ocean? Many of them don't want their bodies resurrected; they think that God will not be able to get their bodies back together again. 

 

Christian friend, you give a testimony when you take your dead loved one who is in Christ and you bury him in the ground. In John 12:24 the Lord Jesus Christ said, "Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit.'' This is the picture of the Lord's death and resurrection. When you bury your loved one, you are planting that body, expecting his resurrection some day. In the early days the cemetary was called two things: (1) an inn, a place where people sleep for a time, and (2) a field, a place where seed is planted. You do not burn up your seed! When you bury your dead, you are planting seed. Your testimony is that you believe God meant what He said when He promised resurrection, and you are looking forward to being reunited with that loved one some day. 

 

Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of thy countenance [Ps. 90:8]. 

 

Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer used to say that secret sin on earth is open scandal in heaven. The angels are watching you; they see what you do down here. 

 

For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our years as a tale that is told [Ps. 90:9]. 

 

In the Hebrew this verse is figurative: "We spend our years as a moan.'' We go through life moaning. If you do not know the Savior today and have no hope for eternity, you just don't have anything to live for, do you? You don't have purpose in life or any direction. 

 

The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away [Ps. 90:10]. 

 

Threescore years and ten is seventy years. Fourscore years is eighty years. If you make it to eighty years, you sure are going to have a lot of rheumatism and arthritis. I am finding this to be true already. What a picture this gives of us down here! If you live for eighty years, it is going to be uphill all the way. We talk about coming to the "sunset'' of life, but that is when you start going uphill, not downhill. We just pass our days as a moan. It is well to have a future, and that is what the believer has when he puts his faith in Christ. 

 

So teach us to number our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom [Ps. 90:12]. 

 

It is Christ who is made unto us wisdom. "But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption'' (1Cor. 1:30). If you have Christ, you have wisdom and hope. 

 

And let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us: and establish thou the work of our hands upon us; yea, the work of our hands establish thou it [Ps. 90:17]. 

 

Oh, to do something in this life that will have value in eternity! 

 

My friend, Moses out there in the desert, pausing day after day in the wilderness march to bury someone, got a perspective on life that many of us do not have. What a beautiful and practical psalm this is! 

Psalm 91

THEME: Song of life and light 

 

As Psalm 90 was a psalm of death, so Psalm 91 is a psalm of life; it is a messianic psalm, and gives a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. However it reveals a wonderful place of protection and security for us. It is a psalm that is very popular among God's people, both old and young of all ages. Many have been greatly blessed by it. 

 

Psalm 90 was a picture of the first man, Adam; and in Adam all die. It was a psalm of death. But Psalm 91 is a picture of the Lord from heaven, a truly messianic psalm and a psalm of life. 

 

This is a psalm that was quoted by Satan. It is one he knows very well, as we shall see. 

 

He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. 

 

I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him will I trust [Ps. 91:1-2]. 

 

This is beautiful language, my friend. "I will say of Jehovah, He is my refuge and my fortress.'' The One who is depicted for us in these verses is the same Man who was the blessed Man in Psalm 1 -- the Lord Jesus Christ -- the perfect, holy, sinless Man. He always dwells in the secret place of the Most High. My problem is that I am there sometimes, but my stay is like it is in motels -- only for a night or two at a time. 

 

Surely he shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the noisome pestilence (the pestilence that destroys). 

 

He shall cover thee with his feathers, and under his wings shalt thou trust: his truth shall be thy shield and buckler. 

 

Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day [Ps. 91:3-5]. 

 

A young man in my congregation claimed this verse as his when he went into military service. He felt that it brought him through combat safely. 

 

Nor for the pestilence that walketh in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday [Ps. 91:6]. 

 

Another young man took this verse with him when he was in the Navy Air Corps. He was a very fine young man, and he retired as a commander. This was the verse he claimed as his. 

 

A thousand shall fall at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. 

 

Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked [Ps. 91:7-8]. 

 

I believe these verses can be used by God's people, and many times God has made them real to His people; but they actually picture our Lord. I want to give you the statement of Dr. A. C. Gaebelein, a Bible teacher of the past generation. He had this to say about this passage: "Let us think of Himself first of all. There was no sin in Him, and that which is the result of sin, disease and death, had no claim on Him. In every way He was the perfect Man, and because He trusted in God His Father, walked in perfect obedience, the great fowler, Satan, could not catch Him, nor the pestilence of destruction. Covered by His feathers, under His wings, the perfect Man on earth found His constant refuge. He knew no fear; that which befell others could never come nigh unto Him. And His own follow Him in the life of trust and obedience, claiming also the preservation and protection'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 359). I pause to intrude with this: I think that the two young men I mentioned, who claimed verses from this psalm, had a perfect right to do so, and God made them real in their lives. Dr. Gaebelein continues: "Yet how true it is 'our body is dead on account of sin.' Fanaticism may make claim to all these statements as having an absolute meaning for the trusting child of God, experience teaches often the opposite. Because we are failing and erring creatures of the dust we need discipline and have to pass through the test of faith. Yet in it all the believer can be in perfect peace, knowing that all is well. 'Though He slay me, yet will I trust' is the summit of true faith and confidence in God'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 360). This is quite a wonderful statement, is it not? 

 

Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the most High, thy habitation; 

 

There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling [Ps. 91:9-10]. 

 

This pictures Christ, you see. 

 

For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways. 

 

They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest thou dash thy foot against a stone [Ps. 91:11-12]. 

 

This is the passage that the devil quoted, and the interesting thing is that Satan knew this psalm applied to the Lord Jesus. He knew something a lot of theology professors don't know today. During the Lord's temptation, Satan said, "For it is written, He shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee.'' This statement is recorded in Luke 4:10; it seems that the devil quotes Scripture for his purposes. Well, I don't think he can quote it, but he can misquote it, and in this case that is just what he did. He left out the words, "in all thy ways.'' The Lord Jesus Christ came to do the Father's will, and that meant to walk in His ways. He would have stepped out of the will of God if He had attempted to make the stones into bread, or if He had accepted the kingdoms of the world from Satan, or if He had cast Himself down from the pinnacle of the temple. To do any of that would have been out of the way of God. The promise is: "For he shall give his angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways.'' 

 

Now in verse 14 there are two "becauses,'' and they are very important: 

 

Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will I deliver him: I will set him on high, because he hath known my name. 

 

He shall call upon me, and I will answer him: I will be with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him [Ps. 91:14-15]. 

 

You see, the perfect Man went into the jaws of death. He went down into the lowest parts of the earth, which meant death and the grave. Deliverance came on the third day when God raised Christ from the dead and gave Him glory. God says, "I will set him on high.'' What a picture we have of Christ in this psalm! 

Psalm 92

THEME: Song of praise for the sabbath day 

 

This psalm bears the inscription: "A Psalm or Song for the sabbath day.'' It is a song of praise that naturally follows a messianic psalm. It tells of praise and worship and adoration -- that's what the sabbath was given for. However, worship in this psalm is connected with an earthly sanctuary and actually looks forward to the day when, once again, an earthly sanctuary will be established in Jerusalem and God's redeemed people will worship there. The worship of believers today is a little bit different. The Lord said to the Samaritan woman, ". . . Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. . . . But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him'' (John 4:21, 23). Believers today are made into a kingdom of priests unto God, not to serve Him in an earthly sanctuary, but to worship Him in spirit and in truth. 

 

The psalm opens on this glorious note: 

 

It is a good thing to give thanks unto the LORD, and to sing praises unto thy name, O most High [Ps. 92:1]. 

 

Do you want to do a good thing today? Do you want to do a good turn? All right, give thanks to the Lord right now wherever you are and sing praises to His name. 

 

To shew forth thy lovingkindness in the morning, and thy faithfulness every night [Ps. 92:2]. 

 

You can thank Him in the morning; you can thank Him at night for His lovingkindness and faithfulness. I always thank Him in the morning. I must confess that I sometimes forget to thank Him at night, but I always thank Him early in the morning for a new day and for His lovingkindness that has brought me to a new day. At night, when you go to bed, you can thank Him for his faithfulness in bringing you through the day. I think it is quite an undertaking to bring Vernon McGee through any day. It is wonderful to have a God who will do that! 

 

A brutish man knoweth not; neither doth a fool understand this [Ps. 92:6]. 

 

The New Scofield Reference Bible says, "A stupid man knoweth not, neither doth a fool understand this.'' They do not know about, nor understand, God's lovingkindness or faithfulness. 

 

This is a millennial psalm which looks forward to the future, when the time of worship will once again be on the sabbath day. I don't worship on the sabbath; I worship on the first day of the week, because my Lord was dead on the sabbath day, but He came back from the dead on the first day of the week. 

 

But thou, LORD, art most high for evermore [Ps. 92:8]. 

 

"Most high'' is a millennial name for our God. This psalm is a great millennial psalm, but some verses look back in retrospect to earthly conditions. Man is pictured as brutish. He does not walk uprightly. He does not look up to God. He thinks he does, but he does not. He actually looks down and grovels in the filth of sin. He is a fool. He lacks good sense. He cannot understand because God says, ". . . [his] foolish heart was darkened'' (Rom. 1:21). The brutish man denies God, and he lives like a brute. He lives like an animal -- like a pig. Many people live as though God does not exist. They just eat, and sleep, and rest, and play, and work. That's it -- that's life for them! 

 

But what a beautiful picture we have brought before us here: 

 

The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon [Ps. 92:12]. 

 

The palm tree has been an emblem of victory, and the cedar tree denotes strength and seriousness. This is a picture of the righteous who are walking in fellowship with God even today. 

Psalm 93

THEME: Millennial psalm of sheer praise 

 

This is a brief psalm with only five verses. This little psalm, tucked between Psalm 92 and Psalm 94, is a song of sheer praise because the King is reigning. It is a Millennial Kingdom psalm and speaks of the Lord who has come to reign gloriously over the earth. 

 

The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty; the LORD is clothed with strength, wherewith he hath girded himself: the world also is stablished, that it cannot be moved [Ps. 93:1]. 

 

"Jehovah reigneth'' -- this is the Lord Jesus. He is clothed with majesty. This is a psalm that will really have meaning when He comes to reign on this earth. All rebellious opposition will be broken down, and all those who have opposed God will be dethroned on the earth. 

 

The floods have lifted up, O LORD, the floods have lifted up their voice; the floods lift up their waves [Ps. 93:3]. 

 

The flood tide of sin is over. Satan's head has been crushed. 

 

The LORD on high is mightier than the noise of many waters, yea, than the mighty waves of the sea. 

 

Thy testimonies are very sure: holiness becometh thine house, O LORD, for ever [Ps. 93:4-5]. 

 

What a wonderful time of rejoicing this will be! 

Psalm 94

THEME: A call upon God to intervene against the wicked 

 

Psalms 94 to 100 form a series of psalms that tell a consecutive story. These seven glorious psalms are Kingdom songs celebrating the reign of the Messiah. They are a revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ and His reign on earth following the time of the Great Tribulation and all the trouble that comes upon man during that period. 

 

Psalm 94 is a call upon God to intervene in righteousness against the wicked. It is a cry from the remnant in the time of trouble preceding the Kingdom. 

 

O LORD God, to whom vengeance belongeth; O God, to whom vengeance belongeth, shew thyself [Ps. 94:1]. 

 

"Shew thyself'' or "shine forth, O God.'' Many people say, "O, if the Lord would only come.'' Well, He is coming, friend; but He is coming on His schedule, not on mine or any man's schedule. Then when He comes, He will take care of all those things that caused us suffering. For the present He simply says, "Take My hand, and walk in faith.'' Vengeance belongs to the Lord. He will repay. God will take care of things and set them right. There are a lot of things that need to be straightened out; and, when He comes to earth again in power and great glory, He will make things right. In the meantime, we are not to avenge ourselves. Turn those matters over to Him. 

 

Understand, ye brutish among the people: and ye fools, when will ye be wise? 

 

He that planted the ear, shall he not hear? he that formed the eye, shall he not see? [Ps. 94:8-9]. 

 

Once again God is speaking to the stupid and foolish man. God is Spirit. He does not have ears like we do, but He hears. He does not have eyes like we do, but He sees. The sinner down here on this earth seems to think he is getting away with sin. God sees, God hears, and He is able to keep a record of what man does. My friend, there are only two places for your sins: either they are on Christ, or they are on you. If they are on Christ, the judgment is passed; if they are not, you have only judgment to look forward to in the future. Those who are in Christ have the glorious prospect of life with Him to look forward to in the days ahead. My friend, if you have not yet come to Christ, you will have to stand before God in judgment. 

 

When I said, My foot slippeth; thy mercy, O LORD, held me up [Ps. 94:18]. 

 

The psalmist says, "I would have slipped, but God held me up.'' 

 

And he shall bring upon them their own iniquity, and shall cut them off in their own wickedness; yea, the LORD our God shall cut them off [Ps. 94:23]. 

 

The psalm concludes with the confidence that God has heard and will judge the wicked. 

Psalm 95

THEME: Songs of joy 

 

Psalm 95 is just a delightful hymn of praise. 

 

O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation. 

 

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. 

 

For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods [Ps. 95:1-3]. 

 

Then He is worshiped as the Creator: 

 

In his hand are the deep places of the earth: the strength of the hills is his also. 

 

The sea is his, and he made it: and his hands formed the dry land. 

 

O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the LORD our maker [Ps. 95:4-6]. 

 

Psalm 96

THEME: Songs of joy 

 

Psalm 96 is another wonderful psalm of praise when the Lord Jehovah, who is the Lord Jesus Christ, shall reign over the whole earth. 

 

O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth [Ps. 96:1]. 

 

We have already seen that this "new song'' is the song of redemption. The Book of Revelation says we will sing it. 

 

Here we have idolatry mentioned: 

 

For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised: he is to be feared above all gods. 

 

For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens [Ps. 96:4-5]. 

 

Idolatry is referred to here because the Millennium will end all idolatry. There are men today who think themselves wondrously wise by turning to all kinds of religions. May I say to you that the day will come when atheism, deism, polytheism, and all of the cults will be done away with. 

 

Give unto the LORD, O ye kindreds of the people, give unto the LORD glory and strength [Ps. 96:7]. 

 

The Lord Jesus Christ will fulfill prophecy, end idolatry, and banish Satan; then all creation will rejoice. 

Psalm 97

THEME: Songs of joy 

 

Psalm 97 is similar to Psalm 96 because its message is, "Joy to the world, the Lord is come.'' 

 

The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles be glad thereof [Ps. 97:1]. 

 

This is not a hymn of Christ's first coming to earth but of His second coming to earth. 

 

Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast themselves of idols: worship him, all ye gods [Ps. 97:7]. 

 

"Gods'' should be translated angels -- compare Hebrews 1:6 -- "And again, when he bringeth in the first begotten into the world, he saith, And let all the angels of God worship him.'' 

Psalm 98

THEME: Songs of joy 

 

Psalm 98 is the second stanza of the new song of worship. 

 

O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvelous things: his right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory [Ps. 98:1]. 

 

Psalm 99

THEME: Songs of joy 

 

Psalm 99 is a song to the King whose throne is a throne of grace and mercy. 

 

The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble: he sitteth between the cherubims; let the earth be moved [Ps. 99:1]. 

 

This is another great psalm of praise to God, the Mighty One. If you haven't formed the habit of praising God, you should. If you are going to heaven, you had better tune up, because you are going to spend a lot of time praising Him in heaven and the best place to tune up is down here. We are going to come to a psalm that says that the Lord is good -- let the redeemed of the Lord say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy. That psalm looks to the future when we will praise Him during the Millennium. It is not the Millennium yet, but there is no reason why we should not praise Him today. Do you know why we should praise Him? Because He is wonderful, He is faithful, and His lovingkindness endures forever. He will always be good to me, and He will always be good to you. Doesn't this do something for you? 

Psalm 100

THEME: Chorus of the hymn to Him 

 

This psalm is the grand finale of that wonderful little cluster of psalms that began with Psalm 94 and closes with this psalm. In this section we have seen the Lord Jesus Christ as King. Jehovah is King. In Psalm 93 we saw that, "The LORD reigneth, he is clothed with majesty . . .'' (Ps. 93:1). This phrase speaks of the future and the time that the Lord will come again to earth. The first time He came to earth He did not come in majesty. He came, as George Macdonald put it, "a little baby thing that made a woman cry.'' He is coming to earth the next time, as we are told in this psalm, "clothed with majesty.'' Psalm 94:1 begins, "O LORD God, to whom vengeance belongeth. . . .'' When the Lord comes to earth again, He will make things right. We could not do it because we would be vindictive; the Lord will not reign that way. He will vindicate, but He will not be vindictive. Then Psalm 95; "O come, let us sing unto the LORD: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation.'' Psalm 96; "O sing unto the LORD a new song: sing unto the LORD, all the earth.'' Psalm 97; "The LORD reigneth; let the earth rejoice. . . .'' Psalm 98; "O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvelous things. . . .'' Psalm 99: "The LORD reigneth; let the people tremble. . . .'' 

 

Now we come to the great doxology, Psalm 100. This is the hallelujah chorus at the conclusion of this series. It is the glorious finale of this very precious cluster of psalms. Listen to it: 

 

Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands. 

 

Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence with singing [Ps. 100:1-2]. 

 

Once again I would emphasize the fact that God does not want you to come before Him to worship with a long face. There are times when we have long faces; problems beset us, temptations overcome us, or we come to God in repentance, asking Him for forgiveness. We cast ourselves upon Him. But none of that is worship. You worship God when you come to praise Him. He wants you to be happy. At the time of this writing most of the bars have what is called a "happy hour.'' I wish we had a "happy hour'' in church, without the liquid. Let's tune up and get ready to worship the Lord. "Make a joyful noise unto the LORD, all ye lands.'' That includes everybody. That is universal praise. There is a time coming when the entire world will be able to sing, "Joy to the world, the Lord is come!'' 

 

"Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing.'' This is a wonderful psalm of praise -- praise Him, worship Him, glorify Him. Now that I am a retired preacher I find myself becoming an expert on telling young pastors how they should conduct their services. There is one criticism I want to make concerning my own ministry, and that is that I did not have enough praise included in the services. We ought to praise God more. We ought to worship God more. We ought to come joyfully into His presence. 

 

This psalm is just like a great doxology. There are many doxologies in the Word of God. Believers can sing the one in Ephesians 1:3: "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ.'' God has been good to us. He has given us all spiritual blessings, but some of us do not avail ourselves of them; we are keeping them in cold storage, waiting for a rainy day. Well, it is a rainy day today -- regardless of how bright the sun is shining. Start using the blessing God has for you! Here is another wonderful doxology in the first chapter of the Revelation: ". . . Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever'' (Rev. 1:5-6). My, I don't know about you, but that just carries me into the clouds! The whole world is called upon to shout aloud their praises unto Jehovah and to sing the mighty hallelujah chorus, because in that day the whole world will know Him. 

 

In this next verse is something quite interesting -- the homogenizing of God as the Creator and as the Redeemer. 

 

Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture [Ps. 100:3]. 

 

There are a lot of people who do not know that the Lord is God. Many Christians are not aware of this fact. In the early Christian church when the first persecution broke out, the apostles came back to the church in Jerusalem and reported what was happening. Their report moved the church to pray, and they began their prayer by saying, "Lord, thou art God . . .'' (Acts 4:24). Someone says, "That is easy to say.'' Yes, but the question is, Do you believe it today? There are many Christians who act as if He is not God. 

 

"It is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves'' -- God is the Creator. We ought to worship Him because He is the Creator! He made this universe! 

 

Not only do we worship Him as Creator, but "we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.'' How do you become a sheep? You must be redeemed. This is a case where the Shepherd died for the sheep; the sheep did not die for this Shepherd. What sheep are being talked about in this psalm? The sheep are Israel. The Lord is their Shepherd too. The Lord Jesus told them that He had "other'' sheep that were not part of the flock of Israel. "I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine. As the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, and one shepherd'' (John 10:14-16). The Lord is the Shepherd of Israel; He is also my Shepherd and yours -- if we belong to Him. 

 

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name [Ps. 100:4]. 

 

This is the way God wants you to come into His presence. Someone told me the other day that he attended the services of one of the great churches of the past and had never witnessed a place that was so dead. Do you know what the problem was? People were not coming to church with praise in their hearts. They did not come to the service with thankfulness in their hearts to God. They did not enter His gates with thanksgiving. If you go to church on Sunday to worship, make sure you go with thanksgiving and praise in your heart. If you fail to do that, you are not going to be very helpful to your church. 

 

For the LORD is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations [Ps. 100:5]. 

 

I don't know who you are, or why you are, or where you are, but I do know that God is good to you, and He is good to me. Oh, how good He is! 

 

"His mercy is everlasting.'' He hasn't run out of it. Perhaps since He extended so much mercy to me, you thought He had exhausted His supply. He hasn't. He has a lot left for you. His mercy is everlasting. Like the flour in the barrel belonging to the widow that Elijah helped -- it never runs out. 

 

"His truth endureth to all generations.'' My, what a great psalm of praise this is! 

Psalm 101

THEME: Song to the King who rules in righteousness and judgment 

 

This is a Davidic psalm. It begins a little nest of six psalms (101 -- 106) that speak of praise to the King. Guess who is the subject of the hymnbook? It is all about Him again, the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the King of righteousness and peace, and He is going to reign on this earth. This is a psalm that could not fit into David's reign at all, so it must be a prophetic psalm. It looks into the future to the Man whom God told David about -- the Man who would be coming in David's line. It wasn't about Solomon or any other in the Davidic line until Jesus was born in Bethlehem, because He was of the house and lineage of David. The Lord Jesus is the Man about whom the psalmist is singing. 

 

I will sing of mercy and judgment: unto thee, O LORD, will I sing [Ps. 101:1]. 

 

This psalm begins, as others have done, with singing praises to God. "I will sing of mercy and justice [rather than judgment].'' Now mercy and justice don't get along together today. It is difficult for man to hold them in balance, but God can do it. And we can sing of mercy and justice, because it is "unto thee, O LORD, will I sing.'' He is the King of righteousness and He is the King of peace. What a wonderful One is presented here! 

 

I will behave myself wisely in a perfect way. O when wilt thou come unto me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart [Ps. 101:2]. 

 

I don't remember David ever walking like that. The One whom we see here is the Redeemer, the only-begotten of the Father. The King speaks as the Son of Man. Notice that He was the Son of Man on the earth. In His work as the Redeemer He was the only-begotten of the Father, but He took His place in subjection to God's will. He occupied a lower place while He was on earth, but He took it willingly. We attempt to get a higher place. He took a lower place in order that He might bring us to a higher place. Before His incarnation Christ said, "Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God'' (Heb. 10:7). While our Lord was on earth, He stated that His meat and drink were to do the will of the Father who sent Him, and He did perfectly His Father's will. He waited patiently for that hour called "My hour'' when He wrought out your salvation and mine. Today He is at God's right hand and is still doing the will of His Father. He is waiting for that hour when the Father will send Him into the world again, because the Father has said, ". . . Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool'' (Ps. 110:1). We are told that ". . . when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all'' (1Cor. 15:28). This verse has caused a great deal of discussion. What does it really mean? It means that after He reigns on this earth, subject to the Father, He is going back to His place in the Godhead, a member of the Trinity. But when He is on this earth it is said of Him, ". . . I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee'' (Heb. 2:12). 

 

Now notice how Christ is going to reign -- and David never reigned like this: 

 

A froward heart shall depart from me: I will not know a wicked person. 

 

Whoso privily slandereth his neighbour, him will I cut off: him that hath an high look and a proud heart will not I suffer. 

 

Mine eyes shall be upon the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with me: he that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve me. 

 

He that worketh deceit shall not dwell within my house: he that telleth lies shall not tarry in my sight. 

 

I will early destroy all the wicked of the land; that I may cut off all wicked doers from the city of the LORD [Ps. 101:4-8]. 

 

Dr. Gaebelein translates these verses a little more clearly: "A perverse heart shall depart from Me, an evil person I will not recognize. Whosoever slandereth his neighbor, I will destroy; him with a lofty look and proud heart I will not suffer. Mine eyes shall be on the faithful of the land, that they may dwell with Me; He that walketh in a perfect way, he shall serve Me. He that is given to deceit shall not dwell within My house, he that speaketh lies shall not be established in My sight. Morning after morning will I destroy all the wicked of the land; that I may cut off all workers of iniquity from the City of Jehovah'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 379). This is a picture of Christ's reign here on this earth. During the Millennium you will not be able to take your case to the Supreme Court, for the very simple reason that Christ is the Supreme Court. He is the only One who will judge. The Father has turned over all judgment to His Son, and He will judge everyone every morning. They will have to toe the mark. The Lord is going to be a dictator when He reigns on earth, and everyone will do His will. 

 

Then they will sing a new song to the King who rules in righteousness and judgment. 

Psalm 102

THEME: Prayer of trouble and sorrow 

 

This is a messianic psalm that pictures the Lord Jesus in Gethsemane. The writer of this psalm is not mentioned. Since there have been all sorts of guesses as to who wrote it, I will guess that it was David. The inspired inscription of this psalm is "A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmed, and poureth out his complaint before the LORD.'' This psalm pictures the affliction and humiliation of our Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane. As we will soon find, the Holy Spirit has marked out this psalm as messianic in the New Testament. 

 

Hear my prayer, O LORD, and let my cry come unto thee [Ps. 102:1]. 

 

Dr. Gaebelein's translation is: "Jehovah, hear My prayer and let My cry come unto Thee!'' Here is a case where Jehovah prays to Jehovah! He came in humiliation; yet He was Jehovah manifested in the flesh. In Genesis we find a remarkable statement: "Then the LORD rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah brimstone and fire from the LORD out of heaven'' (Gen. 19:24). In other words, Jehovah on earth asks Jehovah in heaven to bring down judgment. Dr. Gaebelein adds this comment: "But here in humiliation, facing His great work as the sinbearer, the fellow of Jehovah (Zech. 13:7) cries unto Him 'that was able to save Him out of death.' We have here in prophecy 'the prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears' of Gethsemane (Heb. 5:7)." And He was heard. But we find here that the wrath of the holy and righteous God fell upon Him because He bore your sins and my sins. 

 

What a glorious and wonderful psalm this is! 

 

Now here we see the deepest woe and agony that man can have: 

 

Mine enemies reproach me all the day; and they that are mad against me are sworn against me [Ps. 102:8]. 

 

This expresses the depth of despair. 

 

Because of thine indignation and thy wrath: for thou hast lifted me up, and cast me down [Ps. 102:10]. 

 

The words indignation and wrath are the strongest terms you can use in the Hebrew language. The Lord endured this. Why? He did it ". . . for the joy that was set before him . . .'' (Heb. 12:2). 

 

But thou, O LORD, shalt endure for ever; and thy remembrance unto all generations. 

 

Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come [Ps. 102:12-13]. 

 

He will have mercy upon Zion! And so it was ". . . for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame . . .'' (Heb. 12:2). He died, you see, for the nation Israel. John 11:50-51 mentions that it was necessary for one to die for the nation. And Christ did die for that nation. 

 

And He is going to build Zion again when He appears in His glory -- which will be at His second coming. 

 

When the LORD shall build up Zion, he shall appear in his glory [Ps. 102:16]. 

 

Our Lord knew that through His sacrificial death Zion would ultimately be redeemed. 

 

Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens are the work of thy hands. 

 

They shall perish, but thou shalt endure: yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou change them, and they shall be changed. 

 

But thou art the same, and thy years shall have no end [Ps. 102:25-27]. 

 

The Holy Spirit quotes this passage in Hebrews 1:10-12, and we would not have known that Psalm 102 was a messianic psalm if it hadn't pleased the Author of the Bible, the Spirit of God, to reveal the meaning of this section in the first chapter of Hebrews. Psalm 102 applies to the Lord Jesus Christ. It is His prayer of trouble and sorrow. This is the King in Gethsemane -- His humiliation before His exaltation, as set forth in Hebrews 5:7, which says, "Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared.'' Because He suffered for us, He can sympathize with us. I like to think of Psalm 102 as the psalm of Gethsemane. 

Psalm 103

THEME: A great psalm of praise for the tender mercies of God 

 

When Gustavus Adolphus entered Augsburg after his victory at Leipzig, he had this psalm read. It looks forward to a new day; in fact, it looks beyond the Millennium into eternity where it will find the fullness of fulfillment. In the past the nation of Israel turned to this psalm, today the godly Israelite turns to this psalm, and in the future he will also turn to this psalm. Individual believers today find it a real source of strength and light. It is a psalm of thanksgiving for things, and a psalm of praise for a Person -- that Person is Christ. I suppose it was sung antiphonally. The psalm begins as a solo and ends in a symphony of universal praise. I have divided the psalm like this: (1) Admonition for the present; (2) Declaration concerning Jehovah; (3) Declaration concerning man; and (4) Proclamation for the future. 

ADMONITION FOR THE PRESENT (103:1-2)

Psalm 103 begins with an admonition for the present, and notice how personal it is. 

 

Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 

 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits [Ps. 103:1-2]. 

 

Twice we are told to bless the Lord, twice in the first two verses. This is a psalm that gets way down where we live; it reveals something to our hearts. The Polychrome Bible translates the first verse, "Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is deepest within me, bless his holy name.'' We are told to praise and glorify the Lord; yet when I read this psalm I recognize that the best I can do just doesn't quite make it. My soul goes out to Him but not like it should. My friend, I want to put up a warning signal. There is a real danger today of going to church, observing the ritual, and parroting pious platitudes. This is the thing God warned His people about in Isaiah 29:13, "Wherefore the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, but have removed their heart far from me, and their fear toward me is taught by the precept of men.'' It is nothing more than lip service. There is no submission to God's Word and His demands. They just follow the precepts of men. We see this in Judaism and Romanism; and it is pretty easy for Protestants to point a finger at them and say, "Look how dead their religion is!'' My friend, how dead is your church and your personal worship? Oh, if only my praise could be pure and from the depths of my heart! That is what I long for and what we should all long for. There is a lot of chanting and ritualism today in church. It is easy to say that liberalism rejects all of the great truths of God's Word, but if we simply go to church and mouth these truths, it can also be said of us, "Men worship Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me.'' This psalm says, "All that is within me, bless his holy name.'' The flesh cannot do this. I am going to make a confession to you: I can't worship the Lord like I want to. Do you know why? This old flesh of mine can't rise to that level. It is only by the Holy Spirit that you and I can worship the Lord in spirit and in truth. 

 

Let's not forget "all His benefits.'' He has been so good to us -- how evident this is as we look back over the years. 

DECLARATION CONCERNING JEHOVAH (103:3-8)

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases [Ps. 103:3]. 

 

I am of the opinion that this verse speaks of the Kingdom age (there are many people who disagree with me), and I am very frank to say that this refers to physical as well as spiritual diseases. God has made it quite clear what He is going to do during the Kingdom age. Isaiah 33:24 says, "And the inhabitant shall not say, I am sick: the people that dwell therein shall be forgiven their iniquity.'' I have been told that many of these "faith healers'' emphasize salvation. I don't think they emphasize salvation at all. Instead they put it on the end of their services like a caboose. My friend, there can be no healing until the sins are forgiven. Disease is the result of sin; and, before healing can take place, the sin question must be settled. Christ was delivered for our offenses. He was raised for our justification. Not until we are justified by faith in Christ can we be forgiven. In 1Peter 2:24 (a quote from Isaiah 53:5) we read, "Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.'' Healed of what? Healed of your sins, my friend. That is the important thing. 

 

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction; who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and tender mercies [Ps. 103:4]. 

 

We ought to recognize the fact that many of God's choicest servants have been ill and afflicted and have never been healed in this life. The apostle Paul was one of these. He had a thorn in his flesh. It may have been eye trouble. If anyone should have claimed healing, it seems to me he should have. Fanny Crosby was blind to her dying day. John Milton was blind. What about these people? Do you have the audacity to say that something was wrong with these people because they were not healed? It is wonderful to be healed, but that is not always God's plan. Understand one thing: some of God's choicest servants never experienced healing at all. 

 

Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things; so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle's [Ps. 103:5]. 

 

I was very amused one day when I saw a "faith healer'' on television. In fact, I was shocked because the picture I had seen of her looked very much like that of a high school girl. What I saw on television was not a high school girl -- God had not renewed her youth. That will take place during the Millennium. In fact, I have a new body coming to me. I don't have it yet, but one day in the future it will be mine. 

 

The LORD executeth righteousness and judgment for all that are oppressed. 

 

He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts unto the children of Israel [Ps. 103:6-7]. 

 

God made known His ways to Moses, but all that the children of Israel saw were the miracles. They did not have much understanding. There are many people like them today who recognize certain truths, but they don't enter into the way of God. Oh, how important that is. 

 

The LORD is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy [Ps. 103:8]. 

 

What we need above everything else today is God's mercy. 

DECLARATION CONCERNING MAN (103:9-16)

He will not always chide: neither will he keep his anger for ever. 

 

He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities [Ps. 103:9-10]. 

 

My friend, if God would deal with us according to our sins and according to our iniquities, none of us would be saved. 

 

For as the heaven is high above the earth, so great is his mercy toward them that fear him [Ps. 103:11]. 

 

Oh, how we need his mercy! 

 

As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us [Ps. 103:12]. 

 

The psalmist does not say, "As far as the north is from the south.'' That is quite a distance; but when you start moving from the east to the west, there is no end. When you start going west, you keep going west. When you go north, you eventually reach a point where you start going south, but when you go west, you never stop going west. That is how far God has removed our transgressions from us! 

 

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him [Ps. 103:13]. 

 

God is so good to us, and we do not seem to recognize it. 

 

For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust [Ps. 103:14]. 

 

Dr. George Gill used to put it like this: "God remembers that we are dust. We forget it, and when dust gets stuck on itself, it is mud.'' That is a picture of man. 

 

As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 

 

For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more [Ps. 103:15-16]. 

 

We won't be here on earth very long, friend. Someone said to me the other day, "I notice you are getting a little gray.'' I replied, "I notice that you are, too.'' Do you know what God is trying to tell us? When God puts gray in your hair, He is saying, "You are not going to be here much longer.'' When you get arthritis and you have trouble getting up in the morning, that is a warning from God. He is saying, "You won't be around much longer. You need to get straightened out.'' 

PROCLAMATION FOR THE FUTURE (103:17-22)

But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his righteousness unto children's children [Ps. 103:17]. 

 

It is a wonderful thing to look into the future and know that God will always be merciful to us. 

 

Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the LORD, O my soul [Ps. 103:22]. 

 

How glorious it will be when all creatures in His dominion will bless Him. This is universal worship when, as Dr. Gaebelein expresses it, "the mighty Hallelujahs will sweep the earth, will sweep the heavens, will come downward and upward, when all creation will join in, when everything which has breath will shout 'Hallelujah.' '' 

 

But in the meantime, let's not forget to "bless the LORD, O my soul.'' 

Psalm 104

THEME: Praise to the God of creation 

 

This is a psalm of nature, or as The New Scofield Reference Bible puts it, "Praise to the God of creation.'' It begins: 

 

Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, thou art very great; thou art clothed with honour and majesty [Ps. 104:1]. 

 

This psalm speaks about the God of creation. It is a hymn to God in nature because He is Creator. 

 

Who coverest thyself with light as with a garment: who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain [Ps. 104:2]. 

 

On the first day of creation God said, ". . . Let there be light: and there was light'' (Gen. 1:3). The second day of creation is pictured in these words: "Who stretchest out the heavens like a curtain'' -- just as you would stretch out a tent. In the day this psalm was written, travelers, such as those with a camel caravan, would arrive at their stopping place for the night and stretch out their tents. Well, that is the way God stretched out the heavens. As He did this, He put a layer of water above (and sometimes it comes down pretty fast), and the clouds are His chariots. 

 

Who layeth the beams of his chambers in the waters: who maketh the clouds his chariot: who walketh upon the wings of the wind [Ps. 104:3]. 

 

On the second day of creation God said, ". . . Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters'' (Gen. 1:6). 

 

Who laid the foundations of the earth, that it should not be removed for ever. 

 

Thou coveredst it with the deep as with a garment: the waters stood above the mountains [Ps. 104:5-6]. 

 

On the third day of creation ". . . God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so'' (Gen. 1:9). He had put waters above them -- the clouds that go over carry quite a bit of water -- now He divides the land and the waters. 

 

At thy rebuke they fled; at the voice of thy thunder they hasted away. 

 

They go up by the mountains; they go down by the valleys unto the place which thou hast founded for them [Ps. 104:7-8]. 

 

On the fourth day God did not create the sun and moon; He simply said, ". . . Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and years'' (Gen. 1:14). The sun and moon are to regulate time here on this earth. We have this in verse 19: 

 

He appointed the moon for seasons: the sun knoweth his going down [Ps. 104:19]. 

 

Ancient people learned that the sun and moon regulated seedtime and harvest on the earth. In the ruins of an Indian building in Arizona are two holes which were made in a wall. For a long time no one could figure out why they were there. They finally discovered that when you could look through both of those holes and see the moon it was time to plant corn. God gave us the moon for seasons -- He says so. The sun and the moon move according to schedule. Don't tell me that we are living in a meaningless universe. 

 

What did God create on the fifth day? That was the day animal life appeared. 

 

So is this great and wide sea, wherein are things creeping innumerable, both small and great beasts. 

 

There go the ships: there is that leviathan, whom thou hast made to play therein [Ps. 104:25-26]. 

 

"And God said, Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature that hath life . . .'' (Gen. 1:20). It became alive with living creatures and everything that is in the ocean. 

 

Now, what about man? 

 

Thou sendest forth thy spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the earth [Ps. 104:30]. 

 

Man now is going to be put on the earth -- his home is ready for him. 

 

The glory of the LORD shall endure for ever: the LORD shall rejoice in his works [Ps. 104:31]. 

 

When His creation was finished, God looked upon it and saw that it was good. 

 

He looketh on the earth, and it trembleth: he toucheth the hills, and they smoke. 

 

I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live: I will sing praise to my God while I have my being [Ps. 104:32-33]. 

 

Man is on the earth, created to praise God. He has been put on earth, and he has an address: he lives at No. 1, Garden of Eden. 

 

My meditation of him shall be sweet: I will be glad in the LORD [Ps. 104:34]. 

 

However -- 

 

Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more. Bless thou the LORD, O my soul. Praise ye the LORD [Ps. 104:35]. 

 

Man has sinned. So what will God do? He is going to remove him from the earth, my friend. Unless you are willing to turn to Christ, I can assure you of one thing: this earth will not be your permanent dwelling place. God will remove you to another place, and He has another address for you. 

Psalm 105

THEME: Historic psalms 

 

Psalm 105 is a hymn to God in history from Abraham to Moses. I am confident that it was written by David because the first part of this psalm is the same as 1Chronicles 16:8-22, which tells about the time David brought the tabernacle into Jerusalem. This psalm is a recitation of Israel's history. 

 

O give thanks unto the LORD; call upon his name: make known his deeds among the people. 

 

Sing unto him, sing psalms unto him: talk ye of all his wondrous works. 

 

Glory ye in his holy name: let the heart of them rejoice that seek the LORD. 

 

Seek the LORD, and his strength: seek his face evermore. 

 

Remember his marvellous works that he hath done; his wonders, and the judgments of his mouth [Ps. 105:1-5]. 

 

He goes back in history and begins with the descendants of Abraham, and the covenant God made with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then He follows them through Joseph, down into the land of Egypt. 

 

Israel also came into Egypt; and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham [Ps. 105:23]. 

 

Then when His people were oppressed by the Egyptians -- 

 

He sent Moses his servant; and Aaron whom he had chosen. 

 

They shewed his signs among them, and wonders in the land of Ham [Ps. 105:26-27]. 

 

Now here is an interesting comment -- 

 

Egypt was glad when they departed: for the fear of them fell upon them [Ps. 105:38]. 

 

"Egypt was glad when Israel departed'' -- they certainly were. They were glad to get Israel out of their hair after those plagues. Then God brought His people into the land. The psalmist recites Israel's history as something to sing praise about. 

 

My friend, there is something wrong with you if you cannot look back through your life and find something to thank God for. As the final verse of this psalm says, "Praise ye the LORD.'' 

Psalm 106

THEME: Historic psalms 

 

Psalm 106 is another historic psalm, and a long one; it ends the Numbers section. It follows the children of Israel through the wilderness. It begins: 

 

Praise ye the LORD. O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever [Ps. 106:1]. 

 

This psalm also speaks about the confession of sins. 

 

We have sinned with our fathers, we have committed iniquity, we have done wickedly [Ps. 106:6]. 

 

When you look back over your life, you have something to thank God for if you have turned to Jesus Christ as your Savior and asked Him to forgive your sins. You can thank God for your salvation. These psalms are marvelous, are they not? This psalm shows us Israel's failure and God's faithfulness. We ought to become saturated with these psalms. 

DEUTERONOMY SECTION (106:1-6)

Psalms 107-150 

 

Perfection and praise of the Word of God 

Psalm 107

THEME: God is good 

 

Psalm 107 begins the Deuteronomy section of the Book of Psalms. Dr. Gaebelein makes this comment: "The fifth book written by Moses begins with a great retrospect in the plains of Moab, in which inspired Moses reviews God's gracious dealing with His people. They were then facing the land of promise, into which they were soon to enter. In the opening psalm of this Deuteronomy section the remnant of Israel is seen prophetically regathered and about ready to enter the land. They are looking back over their age-long experiences, how He led them, dealt with them, humbled them, preserved and kept them'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 399). 

 

Believers of all ages have shared experiences such as these in their personal lives, and they are applicable to you and me. 

 

This is a psalm that has been greatly misunderstood. I feel that an excellent commentator like Matthew Henry, who had wonderful things to say about this psalm, missed it because he did not see the prophetic aspect of it. I trust by now that you are seeing the deep meaning in these psalms when they are put in their proper context. It is the song of the wandering Jew when he reenters the Promised Land. Also this psalm has a special meaning for us in our day and has blessed the hearts of saints down through the ages. 

 

This is a psalm I would like to see set to music. It divides itself naturally into four stanzas, and the chorus is repeated three times (Psa. 106:8, 21, 31). 

THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD -- HE DIRECTS PILGRIMS (107:1-7)

My suggestion would be that this be sung as a tenor solo. 

 

O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

 

Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy [Ps. 107:1-2]. 

 

We need more "say so'' Christians. Let the redeemed of the Lord say so. Don't go around complaining and criticizing. If you are a Christian, tell others how good God is. He is good, but He doesn't have a good name in the world today. God's reputation is bad -- a reputation is what people think about you. God does not have many friends in court among the multitudes of people in the world -- no champion, or defender, and few to testify on His behalf. There are few to take the witness stand and say a good word in His behalf. If you doubt that, look around. Consider the pagan and heathen religions. Their conception of God is terrifying. He is pictured as a god that will destroy, not save; a god that is difficult to approach, and takes no personal interest in his creatures, nor does he love them. The average person today lives in a land with a veneer of civilization, a modicum of education, with a little Christian culture smeared on like face cream. To him God is not a Person to be cultivated; He is kept at arm's length. He is not considered a good neighbor, and He is very hard to please. Most people think of God as sort of a policeman, waiting around the corner to catch them in some wrongdoing. A little girl accidentally gave the average conception of God when she recited a Scripture verse and got it a bit confused. She said, "If God be for you, you are up against Him.'' That is the thinking of many people. 

 

If anyone is going to say that God is good, it will have to be His redeemed ones. God is good. That is not an axiom; it is a proposition that is subject to proof. It is not a clichй nor a slogan; it is not propaganda. It is true. 

 

And gathered them out of the lands, from the east, and from the west, from the north, and from the south [Ps. 107:3]. 

 

The Lord is gathering people from the east, west, north, and south. Who are they? God is talking about Israel. 

 

They wandered in the wilderness in a solitary way; they found no city to dwell in. 

 

Hungry and thirsty, their soul fainted in them. 

 

Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them out of their distresses. 

 

And he led them forth by the right way, that they might go to a city of habitation [Ps. 107:4-7]. 

 

Remember that Psalm 107 begins the Deuteronomy section of the Psalms and corresponds to the Book of Deuteronomy, the last book of the Pentateuch which was written by Moses. This section deals with the perfection and praise of God's Word. In Deuteronomy 28:64-65, God already told the Israelites that they would be scattered because of their sins: "And the LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood and stone. And among these nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall the sole of thy foot have rest: but the LORD shall give thee there a trembling heart, and failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind.'' This has been the picture of the Jews down through the ages when they disobeyed God and were out of their land. But God is going to gather them together once again and make good His promise to establish them in the land. This is a wonderful picture of the providence of God in the lives of His people. 

 

It speaks of me also. God reached down in the wilderness of this world and saved me. He will do the same for you, if He hasn't already done so. This is a glorious picture of the providence of God in the lives of His ancient people -- God is not through with the nation Israel. In fact, God is not through with you and He is not through with me. This section has a message for us. 

THE PARDON OF GOD -- HE DELIVERS PRISONERS (107:8-16)

Let's make this a soprano solo. It begins on that high note of praise. In fact, it begins with this wonderful chorus: 

 

Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! [Ps. 107:8]. 

 

The chorus is at the beginning of this section rather than at the end. 

 

As we move down into this psalm, we will notice that God delivers prisoners, and we will see a picture of a man in prison. It describes Israel in the time of trouble, the Great Tribulation that is coming. If a man is in prison at that time, God will deliver him and bring him back into the land. Think of the multitudes in prison in Germany during World War II, and all of them did not get out. I wonder how many of them thought of this psalm at that time? 

 

Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction and iron [Ps. 107:10]. 

 

This is a description of the prisoners's helpless condition. 

 

He brought them out of darkness and the shadow of death, and brake their bands in sunder. 

 

Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! 

 

For he hath broken the gates of brass, and cut the bars of iron in sunder [Ps. 107:14-16]. 

 

Remember how God brought Simon Peter out of prison and how He delivered Paul and Silas at night. Also He has delivered us from the prison house of sin, and God has given us a pardon. God has a pardon for everyone, my friend. Someone might say, "If there is a pardon, why am I not forgiven?'' Well, even in prison today a pardon must be accepted. I remember Dr. Harry Rimmer telling about a case in Pennsylvania in which a man was granted a pardon from prison by the governor, but he would not accept it. The prison officials were in a dilemma. What do you do when a man is granted a pardon and he will not accept it? Finally, an appeal was made to the judge, and he said, "The man will have to stay in prison.'' A person has to accept the pardon before he can be free. 

 

The Lord has a pardon for you. In the Lord Jesus Christ we have forgiveness of sins and a pardon for our iniquities, but we have to accept it. Have you accepted your pardon yet? Are you delivered from sin and from the penalty for sin? 

 

This psalm is a marvelous picture of God's mercy, and think what it is going to mean to Israel in the future! Many of them will be in prison, and God will deliver them and bring them back into their land. 

THE PROTECTION OF GOD -- HE DISSOLVES PROBLEMS (107:21-24)

This should be a bass solo. It opens with that same chorus: 

 

Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! [Ps. 107:21]. 

 

And, my friend, let's do it! 

 

And let them sacrifice the sacrifices of thanksgiving, and declare his works with rejoicing [Ps. 107:22]. 

 

God wants you and me to bring an offering of praise and thanksgiving when we come to Him. As a result, "We have an altar, whereof they have no right to eat which serve the tabernacle. For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is brought into the sanctuary by the high priest for sin, are burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus also, that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered without the gate. Let us go forth therefore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach. For here have we no continuing city, but we seek one to come. By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name'' (Heb. 13:10-15). 

 

You do not have to wait to go to church to give God a sacrifice: that is, the fruit of your lips giving praise to God. What can you thank Him for? You can thank Him for His protection. He has brought you to this present hour. 

 

They that go down to the sea in ships, that do business in great waters; 

 

These see the works of the LORD, and his wonders in the deep [Ps. 107:23-24]. 

 

This matter of being a sailor in the days of the psalmist was a dangerous business. A man who went on a voyage couldn't be sure if he was coming back or not. He was more apt to commit himself to God than folk who board a great ship or a plane in our day. Many folk give it no thought at all, or they adopt the philosophy of fatalism and believe their day to die is predetermined. However, it is wonderful to be able to commit ourselves to God at a time like that. 

THE POWER OF GOD -- HE DELIGHTS HIS PEOPLE (107:31-43)

Here now is the final stanza. 

 

Oh that men would praise the LORD for his goodness, and for his wonderful works to the children of men! [Ps. 107:31]. 

 

This is a chorus, and we can all join in it because we need God's power in our lives today. It is said of Thomas Aquinas that one day he walked in on the pope while he was counting the money of the church. The pope said, "Sir Thomas, no longer can the church say to the lame man, 'Silver and gold have I none.' '' Thomas wheeled around, started out of the room, and without looking back he replied, "That is right, sir. And no longer can the church say to the lame man, 'Rise up and walk.' '' Today we are problem conscious, not power conscious. The early church was conscious of the power of God. 

 

Many years ago the Standard Oil Company had a float in the Pasadena Rose Parade. It was a beautiful float -- and I shall never forget it -- decorated with American Beauty roses, the likes of which I had never seen before. Right in the middle of the parade the float ran out of gas and had to be towed. Everyone laughed, because the Standard Oil Company float is the last one that should have run out of gas! It certainly should have had gas, and enough of it for the parade, but someone had forgotten to fill the tank, and there it was. As I looked at that poor, helpless float, and heard everyone laughing, I felt sorry, because it was like the church of today. We are beautiful, decorated in style with all of our buildings, our programs, our services, and our propaganda, but we have no power. Power is what the church needs, and power is what each individual believer needs. One reason we are powerless is that we are not praising the Lord as we should. 

 

Let them exalt him also in the congregation of the people, and praise him in the assembly of the elders [Ps. 107:32]. 

 

We need to praise God -- praise goes before power. It puts gas in the tank and sends the rocket up yonder. 

 

Whoso is wise, and will observe these things, even they shall understand the lovingkindness of the LORD [Ps. 107:43]. 

 

A little girl has defined lovingkindness. She said, "If you ask your mother for a piece of bread and butter, and she gives it to you, that is kindness. But if she puts jam on it without you asking her, that is lovingkindness.'' My friend, the lovingkindness of God is lavished upon us who belong to Him. 

Psalm 108

THEME: Israel's praise and possession 

 

This is another psalm of David, and it is a very wonderful psalm. The first half is the same as Psalm 57, and the last is like Psalm 60. For this reason it has come under criticism and has been judged as a sort of patchwork. However, it is not that at all. If the portions of other psalms have been joined together, God has a purpose in it. 

 

O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with my glory [Ps. 108:1]. 

 

This is Israel's remnant, redeemed, brought home, praising and exalting the Lord. We saw this in the previous psalm. God is going to bring Israel back into the land. He will gather them from all over the world; and, when they are back in the land, they will praise and glorify God. 

 

God hath spoken in his holiness; I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem, and mete out the valley of Succoth [Ps. 108:7]. 

 

These, I believe, are the words of the delivered remnant of Israel. They see themselves receiving their inheritance and dividing the land among the tribes. What a time of rejoicing that will be! 

Psalm 109

THEME: Messianic -- the humiliation of Christ 

 

This psalm, "To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David,'' is a messianic psalm. It pictures the humiliation of Christ and is an imprecatory psalm. It has been called a Judas Iscariot psalm, because Simon Peter quoted from this psalm in reference to Judas: "For it is written in the book of Psalms, Let his habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and his bishopric let another take'' (Acts 1:20). A "bishopric'' is an overseership, and Simon Peter held an election to choose a man to take the place of Judas. 

 

Now notice how this psalm describes Judas Iscariot. 

 

Set thou a wicked man over him: and let Satan stand at his right hand. 

 

When he shall be judged, let him be condemned: and let his prayer become sin. 

 

Let his days be few; and let another take his office. 

 

Let his children be fatherless, and his wife a widow [Ps. 109:6-9]. 

 

This indicates that Judas was married and had children. 

 

Let his children be continually vagabonds, and beg: let them seek their bread also out of their desolate places [Ps. 109:10]. 

 

You cannot find anything more dreadful than this imprecatory prayer, which was applied to Judas. As far as I know, no one is defending Judas Iscariot. (I have a notion, however, that certain contemporary judges and organizations would have declared Judas innocent and Jesus guilty!) The Word of God is very clear on the subject -- Judas was a guilty man, and he was a lost man. This psalm makes the condition of being lost frightening. It is a terrible thing to be lost! In fact, the Lord Jesus said, ". . . but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been born'' (Matt. 26:24). The Lord Jesus made it very clear that the condition of the lost is a terrible thing. In John 3:36, where He gave that wonderful invitation, He also gave the other side of it; He contrasted light and darkness: "He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.'' I don't know how you can make that verse any stronger. The teaching that somehow or other folks who are lost are going to have a second chance, and that there is a larger hope, and that God may have another way, is completely foreign to the Word of God, which says that the wrath of God abides on the person who has not trusted Christ. Jesus Christ endured God's wrath for us on the cross. He did it for us, and our only way of salvation is to trust Him. If we do not, God's wrath will be upon us. 

Psalm 110

THEME: Messianic -- the exaltation of Christ 

 

This psalm, like Psalm 109, is a messianic psalm. It speaks of the exaltation of Christ and begins with the ascension of Christ. 

 

The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool [Ps. 110:1]. 

 

This psalm is remarkable because it sets forth the deity of Christ. You could not in any way consider this psalm and still deny His deity. This psalm is referred to many times in the New Testament (Acts 2:34, 35; Heb. 1:13; Heb. 5:6; Heb. 6:20; Heb. 7:21; Heb. 10:12-13). 

 

At the time the enemies of Jesus were making their final onslaught upon Him, the Herodians, a political party, tried to trap Him by forcing Him to make a political statement that would mark Him as a traitor to Rome. When they failed to do that, the Sadducees, a liberal religious party, tried to trap Him with a ridiculous question regarding the Mosaic Law. When they failed, the Pharisees, a religio-political party, tried to trap Him. Jesus' answer puzzled the Pharisees; so while they huddled again to plan further strategy, Jesus asked them a question: "While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them, Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, The son of David. He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him Lord, saying, The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make thine enemies thy footstool? If David then call him Lord, how is he his son? And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day forth ask him any more questions'' (Matt. 22:41-46). Notice that Jesus asked a straightforward question: "What think ye of Christ?'' The Pharisees answered that He was the son of David. Upon hearing this answer, the Lord pointed them to Psalm 110 to show them their insufficient knowledge of that particular portion of Scripture which the Jews interpreted as messianic. This psalm, written by David, shows Jehovah talking to Messiah. David calls Messiah "my Lord''; and any Jew who admitted Messiah was David's descendant was faced with this psalm, where David calls Messiah his "Lord'' and claims that He is superior. This showed that Messiah would be more than a king who would merely be a political ruler upon a throne. Also since David called Him "Lord'' in this psalm, how can He be his son? The Lord cannot be his son by natural birth; it had to be by supernatural birth. This psalm is telling us that the Lord Jesus Christ, Israel's Messiah, was virgin born. 

 

"The LORD said unto my Lord. . . .'' This is an equal speaking to an equal. This is God speaking to God, if you please. Hebrews 1:13 says, "But to which of the angels said he at any time, Sit on my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool?'' This sets forth the deity of Jesus Christ, and it could not be given to us in any stronger fashion. When folk say that the Bible does not teach the deity of Jesus, they are not acquainted with this section of the Word of God, I can assure you. 

 

The LORD shall send the rod of thy strength out of Zion: rule thou in the midst of thine enemies [Ps. 110:2]. 

 

This verse speaks of the coming of Christ to the earth to rule in Zion. Concerning this time Isaiah said, "And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem'' (Isa. 2:3). Jerusalem will be the center of the government on earth. God does have a purpose for Israel in the future. 

 

Thy people shall be willing in the day of thy power, in the beauties of holiness from the womb of the morning: thou hast the dew of thy youth [Ps. 110:3]. 

 

During "the day of thy power'' there will be the greatest turning to Jesus Christ that the world has ever seen. Spurgeon used to say, "God will have more people saved than there will be lost.'' It may not look like it today; so don't press your nose up against the window and be discouraged. God may not be doing so well today, but He is not through yet. He has a host of saved folk behind Him, and He has a great many ahead of Him. He has great plans for the future. 

 

The LORD hath sworn, and will not repent, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek [Ps. 110:4]. 

 

Here is another very important truth: the Lord Jesus is a High Priest after the order of Melchizedek. This is developed in the Epistle to the Hebrews, because it is one of the greatest truths in the Word of God. At this point let me lift out just one portion from Hebrews: "As he saith also in another place, Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedec. Who in the days of his flesh, when he had offered up prayers and supplications with strong crying and tears unto him that was able to save him from death, and was heard in that he feared; though he were a Son, yet learned he obedience by the things which he suffered; and being made perfect, he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey him; called of God an high priest after the order of Melchizedec'' (Heb. 5:6-10). The priesthood of the Lord Jesus is superior to the Aaronic or Levitical priesthood of the Old Testament. These verses show both the deity and the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The Lord at thy right hand shall strike through kings in the day of his wrath. 

 

He shall judge among the heathen [nations], he shall fill the places with the dead bodies; he shall wound the heads over many countries [Ps. 110:5-6]. 

 

You see, Christ is coming again in judgment. As Psalm 2:9 makes clear, "Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel.'' 

 

He shall drink of the brook in the way: therefore shall he lift up the head [Ps. 110:7]. 

 

I like what Dr. Gaebelein says about this verse; so let me quote him: "The passage places before us once more the humiliation and exaltation of our Lord. The humiliation is that He drank of the brook in the way. We are reminded of the three hundred warriors of Gideon, who went down on their knees and lapped water like dogs and who were later used and exalted through victory. But He went deeper than that. He drank of the deep waters of suffering and death. And therefore God has highly exalted Him. What a wonderful Psalm it is!'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 415). 

Psalm 111

THEME: Hallelujah for the works of God 

 

This is a hallelujah psalm for the works of God. And in the Hebrew it is a perfect acrostic, which we don't see in our English translation. This begins a series of three hallelujah psalms (111 -- 113). This psalm praises God for His works and also for His redemption, which is the "new song'' that will be sung in heaven. The old song is the song of creation; the new song is the song of redemption. Both are in this psalm. 

 

Praise ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in the congregation [Ps. 111:1]. 

 

"Praise ye the LORD'' means Hallelujah. Now notice the works for which He is being praised: 

 

The works of the LORD are great, sought out of all them that have pleasure therein. 

 

His work is honourable and glorious: and his righteousness endureth for ever. 

 

He hath made his wonderful works to be remembered: the LORD is gracious and full of compassion [Ps. 111:2-4]. 

 

The idea today of attributing the origin of this universe to natural causes takes away the glory from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. It is robbing Him of His glory. It is as bad as denying the Lord's redemption or denying Him as Savior. If you accept Him as Savior, you also accept Him as Creator. 

 

Now the psalmist mentions the redemption that we have, which is part of the hallelujah chorus: 

 

He sent redemption unto his people: he hath commanded his covenant for ever: holy and reverend is his name [Ps. 111:9]. 

 

Here we find the word reverend. The holy God is the reverend God. That title should never be applied to a man. No preacher should be called "Reverend.'' This is a title for God alone. 

 

God has a redemption for His people. 

 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever [Ps. 111:10]. 

 

Oh, my friend, let's praise the Lord for His works. "The works of the LORD are great!'' They are great in His creation and display His omnipotence and His eternal wisdom. They are even greater in His redemption, which reveals His righteousness, honor, and glory. Finally the day will come when redemption will be consummated and all things will be put under His feet; then the redeemed nations and creation itself will sing His praise. Hallelujah! 

Psalm 112

THEME: Hallelujah for the righteousness of God 

 

This is another of the wonderful hallelujah psalms, and it also is written as an acrostic in the Hebrew -- which, of course, we miss in our English translations. All twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alphabet are included in this psalm. 

 

The emphasis is on praising God for His righteousness. Because of His righteousness, God must judge sin. Aren't you glad that God is who He is? Suppose He were the devil and attempted to deceive us and destroy us? It is a horrible thing to even contemplate. But God is good. God is righteous, and for that very reason He has to deal with sin. The day will come when He will make things right, and I want Him to make things right. I would like the things in my own life to be straightened out, wouldn't you? This is something to praise Him for. 

 

Praise ye the LORD. Blessed is the man that feareth the LORD, that delighteth greatly in his commandments [Ps. 112:1]. 

 

Don't despise His commandments. They are a mirror and will let you see who you really are. After broadcasting a series on the Ten Commandments, I received several letters from people who listened to the broadcasts. One man said, "I saw what an awful sinner I was. It was the thing that was separating me from God.'' A lady wrote and said that her sin was swearing. She would take God's name in vain. Then she turned to the Lord and had a remarkable conversion. It is all because she saw herself in God's mirror. That is what His commandments will do. Don't despise the commandments; but if you are honest, you know that you cannot be saved by keeping them. They reveal that you need a Savior. 

 

Wealth and riches shall be in his house: and his righteousness endureth for ever [Ps. 112:3]. 

 

God will never run out of righteousness. He has a good supply of it. Our God is righteous. 

 

Unto the upright there ariseth light in the darkness: he is gracious, and full of compassion, and righteous [Ps. 112:4]. 

 

"There ariseth light in the darkness.'' Why? Because God is gracious, compassionate, and righteous. We really do not know how good God is. If we did, we would sing the hallelujah chorus more often. 

 

Surely he shall not be moved for ever: the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance [Ps. 112:6]. 

 

God is not going to lose sight of His own throughout eternity. 

 

He hath dispersed, he hath given to the poor; his righteousness endureth for ever; his horn shall be exalted with honour [Ps. 112:9]. 

 

God is interested in the poor, and He has the only poverty program that is going to work. Unfortunately the Democrats, the Republicans, the Communists, and other groups are not interested in His program. They are going to solve the problem themselves. The real problem is that they do well by themselves, instead of doing well by the poor. 

 

The wicked shall see it, and be grieved; he shall gnash with his teeth, and melt away: the desire of the wicked shall perish [Ps. 112:10]. 

 

The day is coming when wickedness will end -- it will be gone forever. Hallelujah! 

Psalm 113

THEME: A hallelujah chorus to God as Creator and Redeemer 

 

This psalm to the majesty of God opens the Hallel psalms (113 -- 118), which were sung at the Passover feast, the Feast of Pentecost, the Feast of Tabernacles, and probably at all feasts of Israel. 

 

This is a precious and delightful psalm of praise and worship. 

 

Praise ye the LORD. Praise, O ye servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD [Ps. 113:1]. 

 

We should not take the Lord's name in vain; we should praise the Lord. It is a praise that will never be exhausted because it is to creation's Lord, to creation's Redeemer. 

 

Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and for evermore. 

 

From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the LORD'S name is to be praised. 

 

The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens. 

 

Who is like unto the LORD our God, who dwelleth on high, 

 

Who humbleth himself to behold the things that are in heaven, and in the earth! [Ps. 113:2-6]. 

 

God is so high and lifted up that He has to stoop down in order to look into the heavens! 

 

Now notice what God is going to do: 

 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth the needy out of the dunghill [Ps. 113:7]. 

 

He is the Savior, the Redeemer! 

 

That he may set him with princes, even with the princes of his people. 

 

He maketh the barren woman to keep house, and to be a joyful mother of children. Praise ye the LORD [Ps. 113:8-9]. 

 

Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! It is time, my friend, to praise the Lord. 

 

There is one thing I hope to accomplish in this study of the Book of Psalms, and that is to get folk to praise the Lord. Oh, that God's people would praise Him! My friend, tell somebody today that God is good, then back it up with your experience of His goodness. 

Psalm 114

THEME: God leads His dear children along 

 

This is another of the Hallel psalms (which begin or conclude with a Hallelujah). Psalms 113 -- Psalms 118 were called the Egyptian Hallel psalms, and they were used at the Feasts of Passover, Pentecost, Tabernacles and Dedication. Apparently they were sung during the time the Passover was being celebrated. Some Bible scholars think three of them were sung at the beginning and three at the end. Others think they were sung intermittently during the Passover feast. 

 

The psalm before us is a call to praise the wonderful God at whom we have been looking in Psalms 112 and Psalms 113. In Psalm 113, for instance, He is the Creator, He is the Redeemer, and He will be the Redeemer of creation. Because of this, we are to praise God. The Hallel psalms are for the purpose of praising God. 

 

Notice that this psalm looks back to the time Israel was delivered from Egyptian bondage. 

 

When Israel went out of Egypt, the house of Jacob from a people of strange language [Ps. 114:1]. 

 

When Abraham first went into the Land of Promise, he was a stranger. God told him that his people would go down to the land of Egypt where they would become a nation. Israel began as a nation in Egypt, and anti-Semitism was born in Egypt. The Bible tells of their sufferings, their hardships, their persecutions, and their troubles in Egypt. Then God remembered His covenant with them, heard their cry, looked upon the children of Israel, and had respect unto them. God delivered them from Egypt, and this psalm begins with the wilderness march. 

 

Judah was his sanctuary, and Israel his dominion [Ps. 114:2]. 

 

God is speaking now of the whole nation being a tabernacle. God's original intention was that Israel would be a nation of priests -- not just one tribe -- which means they were to be priests for the world. I think that that is what will happen in the Millennium when Israel will serve in the earthly temple. 

 

The sea saw it, and fled: Jordan was driven back [Ps. 114:3]. 

 

The children of Israel not only crossed the Red Sea, they also crossed the Jordan River (Josh. 3:13-17). 

 

What ailed thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest? thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back? [Ps. 114:5]. 

 

The God of creation (whom we saw in Psalm 113 with His omnipotent power) rolled back the Red Sea, and He also held back the waters of Jordan. These were miracles, and I don't think they can be explained on any other basis. When the children of Israel crossed the Red Sea they had been delivered from Egypt by blood -- blood on the doorposts. When they crossed over Jordan they were separated from the wilderness and brought into the Promised Land. These are the two stages of redemption, and they illustrate the two stages of our redemption. The Lord Jesus, on the cross, has delivered us from the penalty of sin -- that is for the past. He delivers us from the power of sin in the present -- provided we meet His conditions -- and He will deliver us from the presence of sin, which has not yet been realized. The crossing of the Red Sea and the crossing of the Jordan picture the two stages of redemption. 

 

Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob; 

 

Which turned the rock into a standing water, the flint into a fountain of waters [Ps. 114:7-8]. 

 

You can see how appropriate the reading of this beautiful little psalm would be at the celebration of the Passover. It is a call to remembrance of God's mercy and power on behalf of His people. 

Psalm 115

THEME: Glory to God because He is the opposite of heathen idols 

 

This great psalm was sung in the Upper Room at the time our Lord commemorated the Passover with His disciples and instituted the Lord's Supper. It is thrilling to realize that the Lord Jesus Himself sang this and the other Hallel psalms. 

 

We are not told who the writer is, but it is felt that it was written by someone who was celebrating the remnant's return from the Babylonian captivity. It can be divided into three stanzas: (1) the congregation singing (vv. 1-8), (2) the Levites (vv. 9-11), and (3) the congregation (vv. 12-18). You may disagree with me, but it seems to me that it was divided like this. 

 

Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth's sake [Ps. 115:1]. 

 

The nation Israel is here taking a very humble place, and they are trusting God. They had not been trusting Him, but they are here in the Great Tribulation and are moving toward the Millennium. You can see that singing this during the three feasts was bound to make an impression upon them. 

 

The heathen round about them were ridiculing them, saying, "Where is your God?'' 

 

Wherefore should the heathen say, Where is now their God? [Ps. 115:2]. 

 

In other words, "You say He is your God: Why doesn't He deliver you?'' 

 

But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased [Ps. 115:3]. 

 

God allowed them to suffer because of their sin. It was according to His will, His plan, and His purpose. Israel is beginning to accept their circumstances from God. 

 

Now listen to his apology against idolatry: 

 

Their idols are silver and gold, the work of men's hands [Ps. 115:4]. 

 

Israel's God is in heaven. He is the Creator. He is a spirit. Man did not make Him. The gods of the heathen, on the other hand, were made out of silver and gold; they were the work of men's hands. 

 

They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have they, but they see not: 

 

They have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, but they smell not [Ps. 115:5-6]. 

 

The heathen made their gods with all of the sense organs, but the gods don't use them; indeed, they cannot use them. 

 

They have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, but they walk not: neither speak they through their throat [Ps. 115:7]. 

 

In other words, the gods of the heathen cannot help them. Isaiah gave possibly the finest satire against idolatry that you will find in the Scriptures. He says, speaking of men who are idolators, "He heweth him down cedars, and taketh the cypress and the oak, which he strengtheneth for himself among the trees of the forest: he planteth an ash, and the rain doth nourish it. Then shall it be for a man to burn: for he will take thereof, and warm himself; yea, he kindleth it, and baketh bread; yea, he maketh a god, and worshippeth it; he maketh it a graven image, and falleth down thereto. He burneth part thereof in the fire; with part thereof he eateth flesh; he roasteth roast, and is satisfied: yea, he warmeth himself, and saith, Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire: and the residue thereof he maketh a god, even his graven image: he falleth down unto it, and worshippeth it, and prayeth unto it, and saith, Deliver me; for thou art my god'' (Isa. 44:14-17). When the idol is made, the man has to carry it on his back into town. Do you see the picture? A man is carrying his god. God says to man, "I am the Lord. I will carry you.'' Does your God carry you, or do you carry your god? To many people their religion is a burden, something that they have to carry on their shoulders. Does God carry you, or do you carry Him? If you carry Him, that is a modern form of idolatry. 

 

The enemy has ridiculed God's people; now the Levites will answer those who ridicule: 

 

O Israel, trust thou in the LORD: he is their help and their shield. 

 

O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their shield. 

 

Ye that fear the LORD, trust in the LORD: he is their help and their shield [Ps. 115:9-11]. 

 

Some folks ask me, "What is the answer to atheism? What is the answer to materialism? What is the answer to all of the immorality around us?'' Well, don't bother visiting a psychiatrist and lying on his couch. He doesn't have the solution. The answer is simple, so simple that many people have passed right by it: trust the Lord. That's the solution. In the midst of all the atheism, the materialism, and the immorality, trust the Lord. Rest in Him. Draw near to Him. Cast yourself upon Him. Oh, this is a wonderful psalm! It will bring you very close to the Lord. 

 

Beginning with verse 12 the congregation answers. This is, more or less, an antiphonal psalm. 

 

The LORD hath been mindful of us: he will bless us; he will bless the house of Israel; he will bless the house of Aaron [Ps. 115:12]. 

 

God will bless you, too. He will bless your friends, your house, your church, and your community, if only you will turn to Him. The thing that is so wonderful is that He is mindful of us. God has not forgotten me, and He has not forgotten you. I don't know your name and address, but He knows it. When I am in an airplane and look down and see all the subdivisions of a city, I think of the thousands of people who live there, and who knows them? Society is very impersonal. You are a number where you work and live; you are a number where you attend school, and you are a number to your government. But God knows you. God not only knows your number, He knows your name, and He knows all about you. Trust in Him. 

 

He will bless them that fear the LORD, both small and great [Ps. 115:13]. 

 

This is a categorical, dogmatic statement. Either you believe what it says, or you don't believe it. If you believe it, what a difference it will make in your life! 

 

The LORD shall increase you more and more, you and your children. 

 

Ye are blessed of the LORD which made heaven and earth [Ps. 115:14-15]. 

 

He is the Creator. 

 

The heaven, even the heavens, are the LORD'S: but the earth hath he given to the children of men [Ps. 115:16]. 

 

Apparently God did not intend for man to live on the moon. When man journeys to the moon, he is more or less using God's property. He has given the earth to man. 

 

The dead praise not the LORD, neither any that go down into silence [Ps. 115:17]. 

 

While we are here on earth we are to praise the Lord -- here is where it counts. 

 

But we will bless the LORD from this time forth and for evermore. Praise the LORD [Ps. 115:18]. 

 

Those who know Him will bless Him from this time forth and for evermore. Praise the Lord. Hallelujah! You don't mind saying that, do you? Even if you are a dignified Presbyterian or an Episcopalian, you should not mind praising the Lord. It won't hurt any of us to do that. Many of us have tensions and hang-ups. One of the best remedies is to open your heart to the Lord and praise His name. Talk to Him. It will help a great deal. 

Psalm 116

THEME: A love song because God swallows death in victory 

 

This is one of the great psalms in Scripture. Some expositors place it next to Psalm 23 in greatness. It is a psalm of thanksgiving. Man is in distress and calls upon God, and God hears in mercy. It is a love song. It is a Hallel psalm. It is a simple psalm that speaks of the past sufferings of Christ in the presence of death. The night He was arrested and the day before He died the Lord sang this psalm. I wish I could have heard Him sing it! Some folk say they wish they could have heard our Lord speak; I would love to have heard Him sing! It was ". . . for the joy that was set before him [that He] endured the cross . . .'' (Heb. 12:2) and He sang that last night with great joy! 

 

It is a psalm that speaks of the future, of the deliverance of the faithful remnant during the Great Tribulation period. Also it speaks of the present and has a message for modern man, for the believer in this hour in which we live. This is what God wants us to know. It is a gracious word for those in distress and trouble. It will relieve your anxiety and dispel your doubts. The Lord Jesus sang this psalm the night before He was crucified. In verses 1-5, God hears. In verses 6-13, God helps. In verses 14-19, God is holy. 

GOD HEARS (116:1-5)

I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice and my supplications [Ps. 116:1]. 

 

"I love the LORD'' -- remember that this is a love song. Have you ever told Him that you love Him? I feel that the most important thing in the Christian life is right at this point. Do you love the Lord Jesus? Do you love His person? Do you have a personal relationship with Him? Is there any communication with Him? Have you talked to Him today? Is He vital and real to you? The world is tired of that which is phoney, and aren't you tired of it too? The Scripture says, "We love him, because he first loved us'' (1John 4:19). "Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory'' (1Pet. 1:8). The Lord said to Simon Peter, ". . . Lovest thou me?'' (John 21:15-17). ". . . Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood'' (Rev. 1:5). To the church in Philadelphia the Lord said, ". . . I will make them to come and worship before thy feet, and to know that I have loved thee'' (Rev. 3:9). Philadelphia represents the Bible-believing church today. 

 

Now what is the basis for all of this? "I love the LORD, because he hath heard my voice.'' Are we to pray audibly? Well, it says, "he hath heard my voice,'' and that implies audible prayer. I like to talk to the Lord as I drive along in my car. (And, believe me, we need to talk to the Lord as we drive in Southern California these days!) 

 

The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains of hell [sheol] gat hold upon me: I found trouble and sorrow [Ps. 116:3]. 

 

This is the desperate situation of our Lord on the cross. He knew what He would go through -- He sang about it the night before He died. Actually the sentence of death was upon us, but it became His sentence. He did not have to die. He laid down His life for you and me. No one took His life from Him. 

 

Then called I upon the name of the LORD; O LORD, I beseech thee, deliver my soul [Ps. 116:4]. 

 

He cried out to the Lord, "Save Me.'' His prayer was heard. 

 

Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; yea, our God is merciful [Ps. 116:5]. 

 

God is merciful, but God is righteous. He cannot just arbitrarily forgive sin. He has to be right when He does it. God is the moral Ruler of this universe. He has to be right; He has to be holy; He has to be just, but He also wants to be merciful. The only way was to pay the penalty for the sin of man. Now He says, "Come on, I can receive you.'' 

GOD HELPS (116:6-13)

The LORD preserveth the simple: I was brought low, and he helped me. 

 

Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt bountifully with thee [Ps. 116:6-7]. 

 

After a difficult, frustrating, pressure-filled day, we need to seek out a quiet place where we can confess our sins, read the Word, and talk with God. That is the sanctuary of the soul. Oh, how all of us need this -- "Return unto thy rest, O my soul.'' This will enable us to walk out and face the world for God. 

 

I will take the cup of salvation, and call upon the name of the LORD [Ps. 116:13]. 

 

Apparently this was the Passover cup being passed at this time. As they passed it around the group they would sing, "I will take the cup of salvation.'' They knew the Passover cup was pointing to the One who was coming. Our Lord sang this in the Upper Room. I have wondered if this was the cup about which He said, "You take this cup and drink it. I'll not take it until I drink it new in the kingdom, because I have a cup to drink tomorrow.'' Then out in Gethsemane He prayed that the cup would pass from Him. His holy nature rebelled against being made sin. Yet ". . . for the joy that was set before him [he] endured the cross . . .'' (Heb. 12:2), and He took that cup joyfully the next day on the cross. 

GOD IS HOLY (116:15-17)

This brings us to the last section of this psalm which tells us that God is holy. His holiness is important. It is the reason He had to die for us. 

 

Precious in the sight of the LORD is the death of his saints [Ps. 116:15]. 

 

Precious was the death of Christ to God. Precious will be the deaths of those who lay down their lives as martyrs during the Great Tribulation period, and many will do so. We can apply this today. The death of God's children is precious in His sight. 

 

O LORD, truly I am thy servant; I am thy servant, and the son of thine handmaid: thou hast loosed my bonds. 

 

I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving, and will call upon the name of the LORD [Ps. 116:16-17]. 

 

The only thing that you can give God is your thanksgiving. That is all He wants from you. God wants His children to be thankful. Have you ever thanked Him for your salvation? Have you thanked Him for this day? Oh, to come to the light of a new day -- what a privilege it is! 

 

Forgive me for a personal illustration. When my daughter married and left home, it was a very difficult time for me. When I watched her drive off with a "strange'' man, I went back over her short life. In my ministry I have been away from home a great deal. After World War II when Youth for Christ was really moving, I honestly believed that revival was going to come to our nation. For two years I was never at home on Saturday night. I spoke for Youth for Christ from border to border and from coast to coast. I averaged five nights away from home each week. I recalled one time at the railroad station, as my daughter, a little tyke then, said to me, "Daddy, either we come down here to tell you good-bye or to come and get you.'' Then she looked up at me and asked, "Can't you stay home more?'' Thinking of that, I wrote a letter to her in which I said, "I feel like I have failed you.'' A short time later when my wife and I were in the Hawaiian Islands, I received a letter from her. She wrote, "You did not fail me. I thank you for all you did for me.'' My friend, I would rather have that thank-you than a check for a million dollars. There is nothing that she could give me that I want -- just that: "I thank you.'' Oh, how valuable that is! 

 

My friend, you have nothing that God wants -- nothing tangible. The psalmist sings, "I will offer to thee the sacrifice of thanksgiving.'' I'm going to thank Him. In case we miss the import of this, the writer to the Hebrews says, "By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name'' (Heb. 13:15). Oh, my friend, the only thing we can give to our God is our thanks, and how precious that is to our Heavenly Father! 

Psalm 117

THEME: Hallelujah for the universal praise of God 

 

This is another Hallel psalm and is the shortest in the series. Let me remind you that the Hallel psalms (113 -- 118) were sung at the three great feasts of the nation Israel: Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles. 

 

At the Feast of Passover the cup was passed seven times, and between each passing those gathered would sing one of these hymns. Some expositors say that Psalm 113 and Psalm 114 were sung before the meal, and then Psalm 117 and Psalm 118 were sung after the meal. It doesn't matter how you arrange them, the important thing is that they were sung. Psalm 118 was the last psalm they sang. Matthew 26:30 tells us, "And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the mount of Olives.'' 

 

Psalm 117 is not only the shortest psalm, it is the shortest chapter in the Bible. Because of that there is a danger of passing over it altogether. 

 

O praise the LORD, all ye nations: praise him, all ye people [Ps. 117:1]. 

 

"Praise the LORD'' is "hallelujah.'' 

 

For his merciful kindness is great toward us: and the truth of the LORD endureth for ever. Praise ye the LORD [Ps. 117:2]. 

 

These are remarkable verses that we should not pass over hurriedly. "Praise the LORD, all ye nations'' is obviously prophetic. It looks to the future when all nations and races and tribes and tongues on every continent and in every nation will join together in praising Jehovah and will worship Him as Lord. Is there anything like that in the world today? Do you see any evidence of it in your neighborhood? Can you see that the world is turning to God? There was a time at the turn of the century, during the good old Victorian era and during the Gay Nineties, when it was thought that the Millennium was about to be ushered in. That was the heyday of postmillennialism, and a premillennialist in that day had to run for cover. They would have ridden anyone out of town on a rail who would have been pessimistic enough to say that a time of Great Tribulation was going to come upon the world! "Praise the LORD, all ye nations.'' I have a question to ask: Where are the nations that are singing praises unto Jehovah today? Where are the nations who worship and adore Him and are in submission to Him? The answer is easy -- there are no nations today that fit that description. The message of the prophets was that one day the nations would praise and worship the Lord. In Zechariah 2:11 it says, "And many nations shall be joined to the LORD in that day, and shall be my people. . . .'' Then in Zechariah 14:16 we read, "And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles.'' Evidently the worshiping of all nations is connected with the turning of Israel to God. 

 

The next question is, When will all of this find fulfillment? I think the answer to that is in this little psalm before us. When will the nations praise Jehovah? Notice what it says in verse 2: "For his merciful kindness is great toward us.'' Who is the "us'' in this phrase? It is Israel. The day is coming when God is going to be gracious to Israel. That day is in the future, at the end of the Great Tribulation period, when the Lord comes to earth for the second time and establishes His Kingdom. Then He will be gracious to Israel and to all the nations on the earth. At that time Micah says (referring to God), "Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old'' (Mic. 7:20). Then in Isaiah 54:7-8 we read, "For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer.'' So, my friend, you can see that this psalm has reference to a future day when all the nations are going to praise the LORD. 

 

Is there any inkling of this subject in the New Testament? Yes, Acts 15 records the meeting of the council at Jerusalem, which was made up of Jewish believers; and they could not understand why the prophecies of the Old Testament were not being fulfilled. At the end of the conference James got up and said, "Simeon hath declared how God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a people for his name'' (Acts 15:14). My friend, that is what God is doing in our day -- taking out a people from among the Gentiles. He is making up His church from all races and tribes and tongues and bringing them together into one body. Now notice how James continues, "And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is written, After this'' -- after what? After He takes the church out of the world -- "I will return, and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: that the residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things'' (Acts 15:15-17). As you can see, the psalm before us looks to the future when every creature on this earth will render praise unto God. 

 

It simply is not true that the nations today are praising God. You may see some evidence of it in your little corner of the world; but, in my little corner in Southern California, there is no evidence that everyone will turn to God. However, the time is coming when "God shall bless us; and all the ends of the earth shall fear him'' (Ps. 67:7). 

 

Psalm 117 is a tremendous psalm. It is like an atom bomb in the midst of the Psalms, and when this little bomb explodes, you won't find a postmillennialist or an amillennialist anywhere, for it will blow them all away. The fulfillment of this psalm will come during the Millennium when Christ reigns on this earth -- and not before. Oh, what a glorious time that will be! "Praise ye the LORD'' -- Hallelujah! 

Psalm 118

THEME: The hymn Christ sang with His disciples before His death 

 

This wonderful psalm is the last of the Hallel psalms; for this reason we know it was the psalm which our Lord sang with His disciples the night before His death. 

 

In the Upper Room that night there was an air of informality but also of awe, an air of sadness and of joy and of anticipation. Our Lord ate the Passover feast with His disciples; then on the dying embers of a fading feast, He reared something new. Out of the ashes of the past, He took frail elements -- bread and grape juice which will spoil in a few days, the weakest things in the world -- and He raised a monument. It is not of marble, not of bronze, silver, or gold; it is bread and juice. That's all. But it speaks of Him. We know from the Old Testament that a lamb was to be eaten at the Passover feast. But in the Gospel record we hear nothing about the lamb, only the bread and fruit of the vine. Do you know why? It is because the Lamb was there serving them. He was on the way to the cross as the Lamb of God to die, and the bread and juice were to speak of Him until He comes again. 

 

Psalm 118 is the psalm they sang together on that fatal night. The Gospels tell us, "When they had sung an hymn, they went out . . .'' (Matt. 26:30). It was Psalm 118, which makes this psalm very important to us. 

 

It is said that at the Passover Feast, the cup went around the circle seven times. The seventh time it came to Him, our Lord said, "I'll not drink this cup with you,'' and He passed it on. "I'll drink it new with you in My Father's Kingdom.'' He had already said that He would take the cup of salvation -- and He took it yonder on the cross. Christ is the Lamb of God who shed His blood, and the cup is the new covenant of His blood. He drank the bitter cup that our cup might be sweet. Oh, how good God is to us! 

 

O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: because his mercy endureth for ever. 

 

Let Israel now say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 

 

Let the house of Aaron now say, that his mercy endureth forever [Ps. 118:1-3]. 

 

And let Vernon McGee now say that His mercy endureth forever. And let you say that His mercy endureth for ever. Let us all "give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good.'' 

 

Let them now that fear the LORD say, that his mercy endureth for ever. 

 

I called upon the LORD in distress: the LORD answered me, and set me in a large place. 

 

The LORD is on my side; I will not fear: what can man do unto me? [Ps. 118:4-6]. 

 

This is the song that our Lord sang. He went to the cross without fear. And He cried out, ". . . My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?'' (Matt. 27:46). The mystery of it all is ". . . that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself . . .'' (2Cor. 5:19). 

 

The LORD taketh my part with them that help me: therefore shall I see my desire upon them that hate me. 

 

It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in man [Ps. 118:7-8]. 

 

Have you learned to put your confidence in the Lord rather than in man? It is a marvelous lesson to learn. A prominent Los Angeles attorney and outstanding jurist told me, "When I was a young Christian, my Christian life was almost ruined. I had my eye on a man, and that man failed me. I found out then that I had made a mistake. I cannot put confidence in men.'' The psalmist says that it is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man. On the night that our Lord sang these words He looked around at eleven men. One of them had already gone to betray Him. Those eleven men were going to forsake Him -- they would be scattered like sheep that night. Don't put your confidence in men, my friend, they will let you down. Put your trust in the Lord. 

 

It is better to trust in the LORD than to put confidence in princes. 

 

All nations compassed me about: but in the name of the LORD will I destroy them. 

 

They compassed me about; yea, they compassed me about: but in the name of the LORD I will destroy them. 

 

They compassed me about like bees; they are quenched as the fire of thorns: for in the name of the LORD I will destroy them [Ps. 118:9-12]. 

 

"All nations compassed me about'' -- Rome was a polyglot nation, and Rome nailed our Lord to a cross. The day He died on a Roman cross, that nation was doomed. Its days were numbered. That great world empire that existed for a millennium would pass off the stage of human events. (It will, however, come back by the way of Antichrist.) 

 

The LORD is my strength and song, and is become my salvation [Ps. 118:14]. 

 

In this wonderful section we have praise for deliverance. It is a song of salvation. 

 

The voice of rejoicing and salvation is in the tabernacles of the righteous: the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly. 

 

The right hand of the LORD is exalted: the right hand of the LORD doeth valiantly. 

 

I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD [Ps. 118:15-17]. 

 

This is a reference to our Lord's resurrection. Also there is something else here: Israel is going to survive as a nation. 

 

The LORD hath chastened me sore: but he hath not given me over unto death [Ps. 118:18]. 

 

That is, Christ came back from the dead. And Ezekiel 37 makes it clear that God will open the graves and bring out the nations of the world. 

 

Open to me the gates of righteousness: I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD: 

 

This gate of the LORD, into which the righteous shall enter [Ps. 118:19-20]. 

 

What is the gate of the Lord? Christ made it very clear when He said, "I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture'' (John 10:9). That door was the door to the sheepfold. The Lord also said, ". . . I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me'' (John 14:6). 

 

I will praise thee: for thou hast heard me, and art become my salvation [Ps. 118:21]. 

 

Now we have another figure of speech: 

 

The stone which the builders refused is become the head stone of the corner [Ps. 118:22]. 

 

The stone in this verse refers to Christ Himself. Our Lord in Matthew 21:42 made that clear: ". . . Did ye never read in the scriptures, The stone which the builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes?'' 1Peter 2:6-8 says, "Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded. Unto you therefore which believe he is precious: but unto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, and a stone of stumbling, and a rock of offence, even to them which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.'' The stone is the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

This is the day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it [Ps. 118:24]. 

 

What day is the psalmist talking about -- some twenty-four-hour day? No. The word day can be used for a period of time, it can be used for a twenty-four-hour day, and it can be used for a peculiar type of thing -- most anything. For example, we could say that this is the day of the automobile. Now what day is the psalmist referring to here? Well, he is talking about the day "which the LORD hath made,'' the day of salvation. That day has already been two thousand years long, and "we will rejoice and be glad in it.'' We rejoice in the day of salvation. 

 

Now here we have the believing cry, Hosanna -- "Save now'' is the word hosanna. It is the word the multitudes used when our Lord came riding into Jerusalem: 

 

Save now, I beseech thee, O LORD: O LORD, I beseech thee, send now prosperity. 

 

Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD: we have blessed you out of the house of the LORD [Ps. 118:25-26]. 

 

"Blessed be he that cometh in the name of the LORD'' was quoted by our Lord after He cleansed the temple for the final time, then wept over Jerusalem. His words were, "Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord'' (Matt. 23:38-39). 

 

God is the LORD, which hath shewed us light: bind the sacrifice with cords, even unto the horns of the altar [Ps. 118:27]. 

 

This is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross, a sacrifice for you and for me. 

 

Thou art my God, and I will praise thee: thou art my God, I will exalt thee. 

 

O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever [Ps. 118:28-29]. 

 

My friend, I wish I could somehow express to you the fact that you and I ought to praise the Lord. In my flesh I am cabined and contained and have all kinds of hang-ups. I wish I could open up like a flower and express my praise and thanksgiving to my God! Oh, my friend, to fall down and worship Him, to praise His name and glorify Him is all important. He loved us and gave Himself for us. May our love today go out to Him in adoration and praise. 

Psalm 119

THEME: Praise to the Word of God 

 

We come now to the longest psalm and the longest chapter in the Bible. It has in it 176 verses, and every verse (with the possible exception of two verses) is praise to the Word of God. Oh, that you and I might put an emphasis upon the Word of God. As believers, we need to put the emphasis where God puts it. In our day there is too much emphasis upon programs and methods and ceremonies and church activities. Our emphasis should be on the Word of God, because that is the only thing He has promised to bless. He has never promised to bless me or my ministry or any other ministry, but He has promised to bless His Word. 

 

The mechanics of this psalm, the arrangement of it, is indeed interesting. It was written with a great deal of care. It is an acrostic, but an acrostic that is a little different from any that we have seen before. Instead of having one verse that begins with each letter of the Hebrew alphabet (there are twenty-two letters in the Hebrew alphabet), there are eight verses for each letter of the Hebrew alphabet, beginning with Aleph, Beth, Gimel, and so forth, which gives us 176 verses in this psalm. 

 

There are Bible students who feel that numbers in the Bible are very significant. I don't want to labor the point, but I do find it interesting that eight is the key number in this psalm, because under each letter of the Hebrew alphabet there are eight verses. The number eight in Scripture seems to be the number of resurrection. It was on the eighth day that our Lord came back from the dead; He was dead on the seventh day, the sabbath, and the eighth day, the first day of the week, He was resurrected. Many people think that God is through with Israel, but He is not through with them. Paul made that very clear in Romans 11:15: "For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving of them be, but life from the dead?'' God is definitely not through with Israel. Just as the Lord Jesus came back from the dead, these people will be brought back as a nation in the Millennium. God would, in a very special way, save nations -- oh, the multitudes that are yet to be saved! Spurgeon used to say, "God is going to win. There will be more saved than there will be lost.'' I believe that with all my heart, although as I look around me today I don't see it happening. 

 

Many people get excited when they visit the land of Israel today, thinking they are seeing the fulfillment of prophecy. While it is true that Jews are returning to the land of Israel, it is not a fulfillment of Scripture, because they are returning in unbelief; they are not turning to God. I read recently of Jewish immigrants to Israel who were shocked by the atheism and lack of observance of the Jewish religion in Israel. It is true that there is no more a turning to God in Jerusalem than there is in my hometown or your hometown. But when God fulfills His prophecy, He will bring the Jews back to their land and it will be a resurrection of the nation, life from the dead. And, my friend, if you receive life from the dead -- if you receive eternal life -- it will come through the Word of God. "Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever'' (1Pet. 1:23). We are begotten by the Word of God that reveals Jesus Christ. God's Word will bring life to you, it will bring liberty to you, it will bring joy to you, and it will bring blessing to you. 

 

This psalm has meant a great deal to believers down through the years. Late in life John Ruskin wrote, "It is strange that of all the pieces of the Bible which my mother taught me, that which cost me the most to learn, and which was to my childish mind most repulsive -- the 119th Psalm -- has now become of all the most precious to me in its overflowing and glorious passion of love for the Law of God.'' 

 

William Wilberforce, the statesman who was converted in the Wesleyan movement, wrote in his diary, "Walked from Hyde Park corner, repeating the 119th Psalm in great comfort.'' What a wonderful statement. If you can't sleep at night, don't count sheep; count the letters of the Hebrew alphabet and read the verses of this psalm. It would mean a great deal to you. 

 

In this wonderful psalm God's Word is designated by several terms: word, saying, way, testimonies, judgments, precepts, commandments, law, statutes, and faithfulness. 

 

As we go through this psalm, I will lift out certain verses. We will begin with Aleph which is the first letter of the Hebrew alphabet. 

ALEPH (119:1-2)

Blessed are the undefiled in the way, who walk in the law of the LORD. 

 

Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart [Ps. 119:1-2]. 

 

Oh, that we would seek God with the whole heart -- not halfheartedly. I get a little discouraged with some folk who start out with our "Thru the Bible'' program with a great deal of zeal at first. Then they begin to let down, and before long they drop by the wayside. They are not like the man in Psalm 1:1, of whom it is said, "Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.'' Blessed is the man that walketh not, standeth not, sitteth not, but just keeps on walking -- walking in the Spirit. "Blessed are they that keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart.'' 

BETH (119:9-11)

Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way? by taking heed thereto according to thy word [Ps. 119:9]. 

 

One thing that every young man should learn about today is the Word of God. They are taught everything else in school except the Bible. It is against the law to teach the Bible in school, but we need to get the Word of God to them. 

 

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee [Ps. 119:11]. 

 

Many people believe that this verse only means that Scripture should be memorized. I think memorizing God's Word is a wonderful thing, but some of the meanest little brats I have seen in Sunday school were the ones who could stand up and quote one hundred verses of Scripture. When the psalmist wrote, "Thy word have I hid in mine heart,'' I think he meant, "I obey it.'' That is the important thing. It is a wonderful thing to be able to stand up and by rote recite verse after verse -- I'm not criticizing that; I'm in favor of Scripture memorization programs -- but we also need to obey the Word. That is what the psalmist means by hiding it in your heart. 

GIMEL (119:18)

Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law [Ps. 119:18]. 

 

This is the verse I used to begin the "Thru the Bible'' program years ago when I first taught it in a little weather-beaten church on the side of a red clay hill in Georgia. I used this verse as a theme for many years. This is a good one -- "Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law [thy word].'' 

DALETH (119:25)

In the Daleth section we read: 

 

My soul cleaveth unto the dust: quicken thou me according to thy word [Ps. 119:25]. 

 

The tendency today is to pull downward. Everything pulls us down. Television -- a marvelous instrument that could be used for God -- does nothing but pull us down. Everything is geared that way. "My soul cleaveth unto the dust'' -- we gravitate in that direction. Not only will our body fall downward, but our soul is pulled downward in the world. How can we overcome it? "Quicken [revive] thou me according to thy word.'' This is another reason I have a five-year program of going through the Bible. If folk will stay in the Word of God for five years, it will keep them out of a lot of sin. The Word will revive us and lift us up. 

HE (119:33)

In the He section we read: 

 

Teach me, O LORD, the way of thy statutes; and I shall keep it unto the end [Ps. 119:33]. 

 

Oh, to follow on with God, running the race with patience, looking unto Jesus. 

VAU (119:41-47)

Let thy mercies come also unto me, O LORD, even thy salvation, according to thy word [Ps. 119:41]. 

 

God's mercy is channeled to us -- the pipe that brings it to us is the Word of God. Therefore, the psalmist says: 

 

And I will delight myself in thy commandments, which I have loved [Ps. 119:47]. 

 

Does it give you joy to read the Word of God? Do you love the Bible? If you don't love God's Word, ask Him to give you a love for it. I did that for years. I prayed, "Lord, give me a love for Your Word.'' I was not brought up in a home where I heard the Word of God, and it took me a long time to become interested in it. 

ZAIN (119:49)

Remember the word unto thy servant, upon which thou hast caused me to hope [Ps. 119:49]. 

 

In other words, "Fulfill thy promises to me, upon which thou hast caused me to hope.'' 

CHETH (119:57-62)

Thou art my portion, O LORD: I have said that I would keep thy words [Ps. 119:57]. 

 

This is literally, "My portion O Lord!'' Spurgeon comments: "The poet is lost in wonder while he sees that the great and glorious God is all his own! Well, might he be so, for there is no possession like Jehovah himself.'' 

 

At midnight I will rise to give thanks unto thee because of thy righteous judgments [Ps. 119:62]. 

 

Have you ever thanked God in the middle of the night for His Word? Well, wake up tonight and do it. 

TETH (119:69-70)

The proud have forged a lie against me: but I will keep thy precepts with my whole heart. 

 

Their heart is as fat as grease; but I delight in thy law [Ps. 119:69-70]. 

 

Critics of the Bible need to go on a diet, or they may die of heart trouble. We need to stay close to the Word of God. It is marvelous for heart trouble! 

JOD (119:73)

Thy hands have made me and fashioned me: give me understanding, that I may learn thy commandments [Ps. 119:73]. 

 

God made us. He knows exactly what we need. One of our basic needs is His Word, and that is what the psalmist is talking about here. I notice that some of the manufacturers of automobiles say, "When your car needs repair, take it to us. We made it, and we know how to fix it.'' Well, that may be good advice also. I know for sure that you need to take yourself to the Lord and to His Word. He made you, and He knows what is good for you. 

CAPH (119:83)

This psalm speaks of one persecuted but not forsaken -- 

 

For I am become like a bottle in the smoke; yet do I not forget thy statutes [Ps. 119:83]. 

 

"A bottle in the smoke'' undoubtedly refers to a wine skin "bottle'' hung up in the fire, which would become blackened, parched, and cracked. What a picture of the one who endures long and severe persecution! But he was not forsaken because the Word of God was his stay. 

LAMED (119:89)

For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven [Ps. 119:89]. 

 

I have preached on this verse many times. "For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven'' -- His Word is in heaven; that is where the original copy is. I believe in the plenary, verbal inspiration of that copy, and I hold a good copy of it right in my hands. Actually it is settled in the heavens. Now heaven and earth may pass away, but where He is, it will never pass away. 

MEM (119:97-99)

O how love I thy law! it is my meditation all the day [Ps. 119:97]. 

 

He meditated in God's Word because he loved it, and then he loved it even more because he meditated in it. 

 

I have more understanding than all my teachers: for thy testimonies are my meditation [Ps. 119:99]. 

 

When I taught a course in Bible at a Bible institute, I used to tell my students, "Don't you ever give me this verse or I'll give you an F in the course!'' Seriously, humble believers who sit at the feet of Christ are often more skilled in the Word than a man who has a D.D. or a Ph.D. after his name. 

NUN (119:105)

Now here is a verse you may have heard all your life -- 

 

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path [Ps. 119:105]. 

 

Each of us should use the Word of God personally, practically, and habitually as we make our way through this dark world. 

SAMECH (119:113)

Now, again, let me lift out only one verse from this section: 

 

I hate vain thoughts: but thy law do I love [Ps. 119:113]. 

 

How much time do you spend reading the newspaper, or reading trash, in comparison to the time that you spend reading the Bible? God is telling us, through the psalmist, that He hates vain thoughts. If you spend time in the Word of God, the day will come when you will not be interested in a lot of the trash that is published. 

AIN (119:126)

It is time for thee, LORD, to work: for they have made void thy law [Ps. 119:126]. 

 

This is a good prayer for us to pray today. I pray this prayer, "Lord, the world has forgotten You, and the world has forgotten Your Word. Help us get it out today, and make the world conscious of Your Word.'' 

PE (119:129-130)

Thy testimonies are wonderful: therefore doth my soul keep them [Ps. 119:129]. 

 

"Thy testimonies are wonderful'' -- full of wonderful revelations, commands, and promises. As Spurgeon has well said, "Jesus the eternal Word is called Wonderful, and all the uttered words of God are wonderful in their degree. Those who know them best wonder at them most.'' 

 

The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple [Ps. 119:130]. 

 

Since I come under that classification, I want to know the Word. 

TZADDI (119:137)

Righteous art thou, O LORD, and upright are thy judgments [Ps. 119:137]. 

 

Righteous art thou, O LORD'' -- we can rest in the truth of that when we cannot see the reasons for our trials and troubles. We may be confident of this sure and certain fact that God is righteous and His dealings with us are also righteous. 

KOPH (119:145-146)

I cried with my whole heart; hear me, O LORD: I will keep thy statutes. 

 

I cried unto thee; save me, and I shall keep thy testimonies [Ps. 119:145-146]. 

 

When God saves you, He wants to put you on a new diet, a diet of the Word of God. 

RESH (119:154)

Plead my cause, and deliver me: quicken me according to thy word [Ps. 119:154]. 

 

The word quicken is better translated "revive.'' So the psalmist is saying, "Revive me according to Thy Word.'' The only thing that can revive us is God's Word. Dwight L. Moody said that the next great revival will be a revival of the Word of God. I hope that that is true, and we are seeing more and more interest in the Bible. 

SCHIN (119:161)

Princes have persecuted me without a cause: but my heart standeth in awe of thy word [Ps. 119:161]. 

 

The psalmist had more respect and awe for the Word of God than he did for the rulers of this world. 

TAU (119:176)

I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek thy servant; for I do not forget thy commandments [Ps. 119:176]. 

 

As long as the Word of God is in your heart, my friend, as long as there is a longing deep within you to come to God, the Shepherd is out looking for you. He will put you on His shoulder and bring you back into the fold. 

 

Psalm 119 is a glorious psalm. It glorifies the Word of God which is the foundation of all liberty. And it reveals the Savior -- "If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed'' (John 8:36). Oh, what liberty the Word of God will give to your heart and life! 

Psalm 120

THEME: The living conditions of the pilgrim 

 

This brings us to a new series in the Book of Psalms, a package of fifteen psalms (120 -- 134), each called "A song of degrees'' in our Bibles. What we have here is, as Martin Luther translated it, the gradual psalms, songs of the higher choir. An outstanding Hebrew scholar has translated it, "Songs of the pilgrim caravans'' or "on the homeward marches.'' These fifteen psalms were traveling songs, and I think they were used in two different ways. When the captives returned from Babylon, they sang them on the way to Jerusalem. This same use of the term "going up'' is used in Ezra 7:9, which says, "For upon the first day of the first month began he [that is, Ezra] to go up from Babylon, and on the first day of the fifth month came he to Jerusalem, according to the good hand of his God upon him.'' This verse is speaking of Ezra's "going up'' from Babylon to Jerusalem. However the most common use of these psalms was during the three times each year when they went, as God had commanded, to Jerusalem to worship. God had required the males to go; and, when they went, they took their families along. As they started to Jerusalem from all over the civilized world -- they were scattered at this time -- they would sing these psalms. One day it would be one of the psalms, the next day another psalm; and as they came closer and higher, as they approached Jerusalem, they continued to sing them until they came to the final psalm, 134, when they would be standing in the sanctuary of the Lord singing His praises. This is the reason they are called songs of degrees or ascents and songs of the pilgrim caravans. You will recall that we have one incident, recorded by Dr. Luke, in the life of the Lord Jesus between the time of His virgin birth and the beginning of His ministry at the age of thirty years. The Lord, who was then twelve years old, went with His parents to Jerusalem to celebrate one of the feasts. A day's journey from Jerusalem, all of the caravans would meet so that they could go to Jerusalem together. It was a time of fellowship, of renewing friendships, talking over old times, and telling others how things were going. Then they would journey together to Jerusalem, singing these psalms. The place where the caravans met is still pretty well known today, and it was one day's journey out of Jerusalem. When the feast was over, the parents of the Lord Jesus found He was missing, and they had to return to the city to look for Him. The account is found in Luke 2:41-50. 

 

Now you may be wondering if we can be sure these psalms were used this way. Yes, Psalm 122:3-4 gives us this information: "Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together: Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the LORD.'' Yes, they were sung three times during the year -- at the Feasts of Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles -- as they traveled toward Jerusalem to return thanks to God, to worship Him, and to offer sacrifices. 

 

There is a spiritual meaning in these fifteen psalms. It is interesting that many writers of the Talmud pointed out the fact that life is like this -- it is an ascent. We come to God as sinners who are away from Him, separated, and alienated. We come to Him for salvation, and having come for salvation, we go on to sanctification as we grow in grace and in the knowledge of Christ; it is a constant going up. We are to be climbing in a spiritual way. My friend, you and I ought to be farther along today than we were last year. 

 

Now we begin this journey with Psalm 120, and in this psalm we are looking at the pilgrim and we will find out where he lives. 

 

In my distress I cried unto the LORD, and he heard me. 

 

Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue. 

 

What shall be given unto thee? or what shall be done unto thee, thou false tongue? 

 

Sharp arrows of the mighty, with coals of juniper. 

 

Woe is me, that I sojourn in Mesech, that I dwell in the tents of Kedar! 

 

My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. 

 

I am for peace: but when I speak, they are for war [Ps. 120:1-7]. 

 

This is one of the most marvelous psalms that we have read, and it is relevant to the present hour, especially for the nation Israel. The pilgrim in this psalm said he lived "in Mesech in Kedar.'' Who was Mesech? He was one of the sons of Japheth. Genesis 10:2 tells us of "the sons of Japheth; Gomer, and Magog, and Madai, and Javan, and Tubal, and Meshech, and Tiras.'' From the sons of Japheth came the gentile nations, and Israel today is scattered among the Gentiles throughout the world. They dwell in "Mesech.'' "Kedar'' was the son of Ishmael. Does that tell you anything? The pilgrim was living among the Arabs. That is rather up to date, is it not? 

 

Notice that in verse 2 he cries, "Deliver my soul, O LORD, from lying lips, and from a deceitful tongue.'' It doesn't sound as if he is living in a good neighborhood, does it? They had mean tongues. The man who sojourned in Mesech had been maligned and lied about. I do believe that no people have been lied about, maligned, and persecuted as much as the Jews. We hear much about minority groups today, and the interesting thing is that the Jew has been able to make his way among all nations and peoples, but he has been criticized the entire time. Anti-Semitism has been real down through the ages; yet the Jew has been able to survive all of it. The Jews are a minority group among the Gentiles and among the people of the world; and they have lived in the place of gossip, quarrels, tensions, problems, and burdens. Also this can be said of you and me. 

 

Now, not only did the pilgrim live among people with mean tongues, but he lived in a world of war: "My soul hath long dwelt with him that hateth peace. I am for peace: but when I speak, they are for war.'' That is rather up to date also, is it not? It is a wonder the higher critics, who like to give a late dating to Scripture, haven't suggested that this psalm was written in the present century. It certainly describes the Jews' current situation. 

 

Now it is time to pack up his troubles in his old kit bag and start toward Jerusalem. However, the pilgrim leaves his burdens at home. He leaves his Mesech and his Kedar and starts for Jerusalem to worship his God. Jerusalem is the city of peace. It is not that today; it is rather a dangerous place to be, but it was different in the days of the pilgrim, and it will be different in the future. 

Psalm 121

THEME: The pilgrim sees the hills of Judea come into view 

 

This psalm is the next "song of degrees'' or song of ascents as the pilgrim travels to Jerusalem to worship. We had a glimpse into his home situation which he had left as he started on his way. Now in this psalm he can see in the distance the hills of Jerusalem. 

 

I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help [Ps. 121:1]. 

 

I think it would be well to change this verse because it is obviously a question rather than a statement. This man is not looking to the hills for his help; he is looking to God. "Shall I lift my eyes unto the hills? From whence cometh my help?'' His answer is in the next verse: 

 

My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth [Ps. 121:2]. 

 

His help comes from God, and not from the hills. 

 

As the pilgrim draws near to Jerusalem, and it makes no difference if he comes from the north, east, south, or west, he will have to go through hills. The first time I went to Jerusalem, I came from the east, across the Jordan River; and I traveled through some pretty rugged country. The second time I went to Jerusalem, I came from Tel Aviv by bus and found that the hills were "hillier'' than they were on the east. I have also approached Jerusalem from the north and south -- no matter from what direction you approach Jerusalem, you are in the hills. 

 

As the pilgrim comes to the place where he can see the hills of Judea, he sees places of heathen worship on the tops of the hills. That is where the heathen erected their altars. He says, "Shall I lift up mine eyes to the hills? From whence cometh my help?'' It doesn't come from the tops of those hills. Jeremiah commented on this subject when he said, "Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills, and from the multitude of mountains: truly in the LORD our God is the salvation of Israel'' (Jer. 3:23). This is in the song of the pilgrim as he draws near Jerusalem. 

 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber. 

 

Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep [Ps. 121:3-4]. 

 

"He will not suffer thy foot to be moved'' means that God won't allow you to totter. Those of us who are senior citizens begin to totter just a little -- I notice that I am not as surefooted as I once was. 

 

The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 

 

The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul. 

 

The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore [Ps. 121:6-8]. 

 

I would like to give you a different translation of verses 3-8 which will bring out something not seen in the King James Version. "He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: thy keeper will not slumber. Behold, neither slumbereth nor sleepeth the keeper of Israel. Jehovah is thy keeper. Jehovah is thy shade upon the right hand: the sun shall not smite thee by day nor the moon by night. The Lord shall keep thee from all evil. He shall keep thy soul. Jehovah shall keep thy going out and thy coming in from henceforth and forever'' (Translation mine). This pilgrim is not looking to the hills for strength. He is looking to the Lord for help. Jehovah is his keeper. 

 

You will notice that in verses 7 and 8 we are told that "the LORD shall preserve thee.'' This has to do with the wonderful keeping power of God. He preserves you. Peter said it like this, "Who are kept by the power of God . . .'' (1Pet. 1:5). There are two ways to preserve fruits or vegetables -- in sugar or in vinegar. Many Christians are preserved both ways. Those preserved in sugar are nice sweet folks. The others are preserved in vinegar, and that speaks for itself. 

 

The pilgrim is moving toward Jerusalem. He travels through the hills and camps along the route. Howard Johnson, the Holiday Inn, and the Ramada Inn hadn't built any motels yet; so the travelers going to Jerusalem had to camp along the way. And they were looking to Jehovah to keep them. What a glorious assurance that is! The psalm says, "My help cometh from the LORD. He won't let me totter and fall.'' There are other references to this in the Scriptures: Proverbs 3:26 says, "For the LORD shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken.'' He won't let you fall. Psalm 37:24 says, "Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the LORD upholdeth him with his hand.'' In 1Samuel 2:9 Hannah said, "He will keep the feet of his saints. . . .'' One of the last benedictions in the Bible occurs in the little Epistle of Jude. "Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling [stumbling], and to present you faultless before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now and ever. Amen'' (Jude 1:24-25). He is able to keep us. He is the keeper of Israel and the keeper of His own today. 

 

Notice that He keeps us both day and night. He doesn't slumber or sleep. When they camped for the night and were sleeping in a strange country, God didn't sleep -- He was still watching over them. 

 

"The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.'' They traveled at certain seasons when the sun was really hot -- I know how hot that sun can be over there. But He said He would keep them in the scorching heat. But what about "the moon by night''? Well, I don't know exactly what is meant by that. However, I do know that the word lunatic comes from the Latin word for moon -- luna, and it arose from the widespread belief that the rays of the moon affect the minds of men. I can remember that when I was young I used to take a girl out on a date and the moonlight had an effect on us. But God can keep you -- He can keep you in the sunshine and the moonlight. "The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and even for evermore.'' 

Psalm 122

THEME: The pilgrim comes within sight of Jerusalem 

 

This is the third song of degrees. In Psalm 120 we saw the Jew in distress; he was in a neighborhood that was unfavorable to him -- he was being talked about and lied about. He leaves that, takes his family, and goes up to Jerusalem to celebrate one of the feasts of the Jews. In Psalm 121 he comes within sight of the Judean hills. He continues traveling until he reaches the wonderful city of Jerusalem. This is where the tribes come to celebrate the feasts of the Lord. 

 

I was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house of the LORD. 

 

Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. 

 

Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together: 

 

Whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, unto the testimony of Israel, to give thanks unto the name of the LORD [Ps. 122:1-4]. 

 

The weary pilgrims after their long journey stand at last in the gates of their beloved Jerusalem. They lift their eyes to the temple -- there it stands with its shining gold glittering in the bright sunlight. A glad cry passes from lip to lip, "Let us go into the house of the LORD!'' 

 

This beautiful psalm is also a prophecy. It is a millennial psalm looking forward to the time when all the tribes will go up to Jerusalem and assemble themselves for worship. 

 

They have been out of their city for a long time. They actually do not have full possession of it today. They cannot build their temple on the temple site because the Mosque of Omar is there. All of the sacred places are pretty well covered by Gentiles. In Hosea 3:4-5 we read, "For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and without an ephod, and without teraphim: afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.'' 

 

There is going to be a millennial Jerusalem. And what will the returning tribes find? Dr. Gaebelein describes it this way: "A magnificent city compacted together, not only architecturally, a vast, a great, a beautiful city, but compacted together spiritually. Her warfare is over. She is no longer in strife and in danger of attack'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 447). This will be the city of Jerusalem in the Millennium. 

 

What a glorious prospect this psalm pictures! 

Psalm 123

THEME: The pilgrims see the temple, then Mount Zion, and finally stand in the security of Jerusalem 

 

These are also a part of the pilgrim psalms and form a little cluster of three psalms that tell a story. Psalm 123 has been called "the eye of hope'' because the temple comes into view, and the children of Israel turn their eyes to God in hope. The temple was a means of approach to God. 

 

Unto thee lift I up mine eyes, O thou that dwellest in the heavens [Ps. 123:1]. 

 

The psalmist is making it very clear that God is not confined to the temple; He is not in a "box'' in Jerusalem. The critic is wrong when he says that Israel considered Jehovah God a local deity who lived in their little temple in Jerusalem. The psalmist makes it abundantly clear that Israel did not believe any such thing. He addresses Him: "O thou that dwellest in the heavens.'' The pilgrim comes within sight of the temple, but it causes him to lift his eyes to heaven, knowing that God dwelt in the heavens. The temple was only a means of approach to God. 

 

Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the LORD our God, until that he have mercy upon us [Ps. 123:2]. 

 

When you are working for someone, you watch the clock and you watch the boss. You are sure to be working when he is watching you. How many of us live as though God is looking at us all the time? Well, He is. We are always under His eye. 

 

Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us: for we are exceedingly filled with contempt [Ps. 123:3]. 

 

The children of Israel have been despised in the world, and now they are coming to Jerusalem. They are asking for mercy, knowing they are sinners and need God's mercy. They have not come to Jerusalem to pat themselves on the back. 

 

Our soul is exceedingly filled with the scorning of those that are at ease, and with the contempt of the proud [Ps. 123:4]. 

 

Israel has now come to Jerusalem -- the eye of hope. They are looking to the One who dwells in the heavens. I wonder if we are looking in that direction today? 

Psalm 124

THEME: The pilgrims see the temple, then Mount Zion, and finally stand in the security of Jerusalem 

 

Psalm 124 is a historical psalm. As Psalm 123 is the "eye of hope'' looking to the future, so Psalm 124 is the eye of the past, reviewing the history of God's mercy to them in the past. 

 

If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, now may Israel say: 

 

If it had not been the LORD who was on our side, when men rose up against us: 

 

Then they had swallowed us up quick, when their wrath was kindled against us [Ps. 124:1-3]. 

 

As the Israelites look back over their history, it is obvious that God has moved in their lives and made it possible for them to go up to Jerusalem to worship. For this they are giving thanks to God. 

 

Then the waters had overwhelmed us, the stream had gone over our soul [Ps. 124:4]. 

 

These would be the waters of the Red Sea and the waters of the Jordan River and the waters of circumstances in which they found themselves many times. 

 

Blessed be the LORD, who hath not given us as a prey to their teeth [Ps. 124:6]. 

 

They know it is God who has helped them. 

 

Our help is in the name of the LORD, who made heaven and earth [Ps. 124:8]. 

 

The children of Israel are worshiping the Creator, "who made heaven and earth.'' This is a wonderful little psalm. 

Psalm 125

THEME: The pilgrims see the temple, then Mount Zion, and finally stand in the security of Jerusalem 

 

Now in Psalm 125, as the pilgrim sees Mount Zion, his heart is encouraged for the future. For our own hearts we can bring this up to date and say, "Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ'' (Phil. 1:6). This has been called a "Song of Security'' and is a prediction of Israel's national restoration. 

 

They that trust in the LORD shall be as mount Zion, which cannot be removed, but abideth for ever [Ps. 125:1]. 

 

The pilgrims have come from all over the land and beyond the land. As they came they saw the mountains of Judea. Then they saw the hills around Jerusalem, and now they can actually see Mount Zion. They are moving toward Jerusalem and can see the city clearly. 

 

As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people from henceforth even for ever [Ps. 125:2]. 

 

This is a wonderful psalm with blessed assurance that all who put their trust in Jehovah are like the unmovable, never-changing Mount Zion. 

Psalm 126

THEME: A song of joy after their return from Babylonian captivity 

 

When the LORD turned again the captivity of Zion, we were like them that dream [Ps. 126:1]. 

 

It seemed too good to be true that they were able to return to Jerusalem. It was like a dream -- they couldn't believe it. 

 

Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with singing: then said they among the heathen, The LORD hath done great things for them [Ps. 126:2]. 

 

Now they want to give a testimony to the world. 

 

The LORD hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad [Ps. 126:3]. 

 

The remnant of Israel that returned to their land after the Babylonian captivity does not exhaust the meaning of this psalm. It also looks forward to their national restoration when their Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, returns. 

 

Turn again our captivity, O LORD, as the streams in the south. 

 

They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

 

He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him [Ps. 126:4-6]. 

 

Let me quote Dr. Gaebelein's comment at the conclusion of this psalm. "Beautiful is the ending of this Psalm of prophecy. We must think first of all of Him who came in humility and sowed His precious seed with tears, our Lord Jesus Christ. . . . Only His Father knows the many tears which He shed in His presence in secret prayer. . . . And it is perfectly proper to apply this to ourselves also. So let us weep and scatter the seed! 'Let us not be weary in well-doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not' '' (The Book of Psalms, p. 456). 

Psalm 127

THEME: The vanity of building without God 

 

This is another great pilgrim psalm. It has been called "The Cotter's Saturday Night Song,'' which is probably as good as any name. It is a mighty crescendo. Here you come to the crest of the psalms. We are at the highest elevation when we reach the temple area and Mount Zion in Jerusalem, but this psalm carries us right into the heavenlies. This is a psalm that is applicable to us in our day, and it reveals an utter dependence upon God. 

 

This psalm has been used on several important occasions. It was used at the inauguration of President Eisenhower. Two Bibles were used. One of them was George Washington's Bible, and it was opened at Psalm 127. 

 

The inscription "A Song of degrees for Solomon'' does not appear in the Septuagint Version. There are those who hold that the expression "my beloved'' refers to Solomon, but the son of David mentioned here is not Solomon; He is none other than the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. 

 

Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watchman waketh but in vain. 

 

It is vain for you to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: for so he giveth his beloved sleep [Ps. 127:1-2]. 

 

The word vain is used three times in these verses. My friend, everything is vain unless God is in it. Everything is dependent on Him and on His blessings. An old German proverb says, "Everything depends on the blessing of God.'' I wish we looked at things like that. This is why this psalm has been called "The Cotter's Saturday Night Song.'' The Lord Jesus Christ said, "Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof'' (Matt. 6:31-34). 

 

In this psalm we find a reference to children. When the pilgrim went to Jerusalem, he took his family to worship with him. 

 

Lo, children are an heritage of the LORD: and the fruit of the womb is his reward [Ps. 127:3]. 

 

Here is the pilgrim, his wife, and his children, all of them are in Jerusalem to thank God. 

 

As arrows are in the hand of a mighty man; so are children of the youth. 

 

Happy is the man that hath his quiver full of them: they shall not be ashamed, but they shall speak with the enemies in the gate [Ps. 127:4-5]. 

 

His children will defend him. It is a comforting thing to have a child who will defend you, and to have a whole little army of them is quite wonderful. The psalmist who wrote this knew nothing about the population explosion. 

Psalm 128

THEME: Home sweet home 

 

Luther called this a "Marriage Song.'' It describes a happy family life and then gives the invocation of the Lord's blessing. It is God's picture of a happy family, and notice its foundation: 

 

Blessed is every one that feareth the LORD; that walketh in his ways [Ps. 128:1]. 

 

What is it that makes a family happy? What foundation must be laid? There are all kinds of conferences for the family, especially the young family. They are to adopt certain methods and adjust themselves to certain procedures. My friend, you can never have a happy home until the fear of the Lord is in that home, until the members of the family walk day by day in the ways of the Lord. This idea of working things out psychologically simply will not work. It reminds me of the man who, when asked how he had lived so long, said it was because he had lived an outdoor life. He explained that when he and his wife got married they decided that every time they had a quarrel he would go outside. So, he said, "I have lived an outdoor life.'' Well, my friend, that is not the solution. There must be the fear of the Lord in the home. 

 

For thou shalt eat the labour of thine hands: happy shalt thou be, and it shall be well with thee [Ps. 128:2]. 

 

The husband works and provides for his family. 

 

Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants round about thy table [Ps. 128:3]. 

 

If there is a family altar, this is it. I do not like the present set up of many family altars where it is a hit-and-miss proposition. The family comes together in a hurry, a few verses of Scripture are read, and then everyone starts out in a different direction. They are like the cowboy who mounted his horse and rode off in every direction. That seems to be the way the family altar is conducted in many instances. In this passage the husband, wife, and children gather about the table. 

 

Behold, that thus shall the man be blessed that feareth the LORD [Ps. 128:4]. 

 

You cannot get away from the fact that, unless there is that reverential fear of God and obedience to Him, there will not be a happy home. Children know if their parents love the Lord, and if they serve Him, and if they obey Him, and if He is important in their lives. There is no substitute for the godly life. You can go to all of the conferences you want to, but you will never have a happy home until your relationship with God is right. When you get rightly related to God, it will amaze you how many of your problems will fall into place and take care of themselves. 

 

The LORD shall bless thee out of Zion: and thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy life. 

 

Yea, thou shalt see thy children's children, and peace upon Israel [Ps. 128:5-6]. 

 

An interesting statement has been made in reference to this psalm, and I would like to pass it on to you. It says, "Before the fall, paradise was man's home. After the fall, the home was man's paradise.'' Home can be either paradise or the exact opposite of it. 

 

This is a wonderful little family psalm. 

Psalm 129

THEME: Burned but not consumed 

 

In Psalm 129 the pilgrim reviews his youth and the hand of God upon him. It is also a picture of Israel burned but not consumed. The burning bush seen by Moses is the emblem of the miraculous preservation of God's people. What a picture we have here! 

 

God has delivered the pilgrims, and they are in Jerusalem to worship. 

 

Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth, may Israel now say: 

 

Many a time have they afflicted me from my youth: yet they have not prevailed against me [Ps. 129:1-2]. 

 

Israel was not destroyed because God had preserved them. 

 

Neither do they which go by say, The blessing of the LORD be upon you: we bless you in the name of the LORD [Ps. 129:8]. 

 

"The blessing of the LORD be upon you'' should be incorporated not only into the home but also into business today. A man's religion and his right relationship to God should be an integral part of both his home life and his business life. Boaz was a businessman. When he spoke to his workers, he said to them, ". . . The LORD be with you. And they answered him, The LORD bless thee'' (Ruth 2:4). You don't find capital and labor talking like that to each other today. 

Psalm 130

THEME: Burned but not consumed 

 

Psalm 130 is closely linked to the preceding psalm. It has been called a Pauline psalm because it speaks of that which has to do with the mercy of God. God has delivered man out of the depths of sin and death, and He has done it not on the basis of man's works. On a certain occasion Martin Luther was asked what were the best psalms. He answered by saying "Psalmi Paulini,'' the Pauline psalms. When they wanted to know what the Pauline psalms were, he replied, "The thirty-second, the fifty-first, the one hundred and thirtieth, and the one hundred and forty-third.'' He explained that these psalms teach us that the forgiveness of sins is vouchsafed to all who believe without having any works of the law to offer. Therefore, they are Pauline psalms. 

 

This psalm has been inscribed "De Profundis'' -- out of the depths. 

 

Out of the depths have I cried unto thee, O LORD. 

 

Lord, hear my voice: let thine ears be attentive to the voice of my supplications. 

 

If thou, LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand? [Ps. 130:1-3]. 

 

Thank God that He is not going to judge us according to our iniquities. If God judged us that way, we would all be lost. It is because of His mercy that He saves us. 

 

But there is forgiveness with thee, that thou mayest be feared. 

 

I wait for the LORD, my soul doth wait, and in his word do I hope. 

 

My soul waiteth for the Lord more than they that watch for the morning: I say, more than they that watch for the morning [Ps. 130:4-6]. 

 

The grace that saves us as Gentiles will save the nation of Israel also. The day is coming when Israel's cry out of the depths will be answered. Christ will return unto Zion and will turn away ungodliness from Jacob: "And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written, There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and shall turn away ungodliness from Jacob: for this is my covenant unto them, when I shall take away their sins. As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for your sakes: but as touching the election, they are beloved for the fathers' sakes'' (Rom. 11:26-28). During the Great Tribulation they will wait for the Lord to deliver them more than the watchers for the morning. You and I also are to wait for the rising of the Bright and Morning Star, the Lord Jesus Christ, when He comes for His own. 

Psalm 131

THEME: Childlike faith and simplicity of the pilgrim 

 

This is another pilgrim psalm, a brief but very precious one. Notice that it is written by David. 

 

LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me [Ps. 131:1]. 

 

Do you remember Michal who was David's wife and Saul's daughter? She despised David and mocked him because of the way he took the ark into the tabernacle (2Sam. 6:12-23). David told his wife that he would probably be even more contemptible in her eyes, because he was going to humble himself even more and get down in the dust before his God. Remember, he was king. We need to get down before our God today. When was the last time you got down on all fours before God? Very few of us practice that. It is the best exercise there is. It certainly will help you spiritually, and it may help you physically. 

 

Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned of his mother: my soul is even as a weaned child. 

 

Let Israel hope in the LORD from henceforth and for ever [Ps. 131:2-3]. 

 

Let me quote Dr. Gaebelein's comment on this beautiful psalm: "Here we find the description of an humble, a broken and contrite spirit. It has well been said, "All virtues together are a body of which humility is the head.' How many Scriptures teach the great importance and value of such true humility'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 462). Then he cites several references in Scripture: "Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off'' (Ps. 138:6). "For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones'' (Isa. 57:15). "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble'' (1Pet. 5:5). "But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price'' (1Pet. 3:4). "Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up'' (James 4:10). And the Lord Jesus Himself said, "Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest [literally, I will rest you]'' (Matt. 11:28). 

 

The figure of a weaned child is very interesting. Dr. Gaebelein comments, "As the weaned child no longer cries, and frets, and longs for the mother's breast, but rests still and is contented, because the child knows it is with its mother; so the soul is weaned from all discontentment, ambitiousness and self-seeking, or any kind of selfishness, waiting on the Lord, finding rest and contentment only in Him'' (ibid., p. 463). 

Psalm 132

THEME: A messianic psalm looking forward to the time Christ will be King in Jerusalem 

 

This is another pilgrim psalm that speaks of a rest on the promises of God, and faith becomes all important. There has always been a question about the authorship of this psalm. David is mentioned four times, but I do not believe he wrote it. Those of real scholarship question that David wrote it. Delitzsch says, "It is suited to the mouth of Solomon.'' Perowne says, "It is perfectly natural that Solomon should write a song for such an occasion, speaking of the earlier efforts made by his father to prepare a habitation for Jehovah.'' It is his belief that this psalm was composed by King Solomon when the ark of the covenant was removed out of the tent of habitation that David had prepared for it in Jerusalem, and was now being moved into the temple that Solomon had built. This idea seems to fit in better with the contents of this psalm, and the only mention we have of the ark in the Psalms is here. 

 

We need to note, however, that the son of David in this psalm is not Solomon, but the greater Son of David, the Lord Jesus Christ. With this as a background, let us look at this psalm. Now that the pilgrims are there in Jerusalem, they have come to the temple where the mercy seat is above the ark, the place where they can approach God. 

 

LORD, remember David, and all his afflictions: 

 

How he sware unto the LORD, and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob; 

 

Surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up into my bed; 

 

I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to mine eyelids, 

 

Until I find out a place for the LORD, an habitation for the mighty God of Jacob [Ps. 132:1-5]. 

 

You will recall that in 2Samuel 7 it was in David's heart to build God a house. You can see from this passage that this was the overwhelming ambition of his life. His one great, pulsating thought was that he might build a temple for the ark of God. 

 

Arise, O LORD, into thy rest; thou, and the ark of thy strength [Ps. 132:8]. 

 

This evidently was the song that they sang when the ark was moved into the temple that Solomon had built, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple as it had the tabernacle of old. 

 

The LORD hath sworn in truth unto David; he will not turn from it; Of the fruit of thy body will I set upon thy throne [Ps. 132:11]. 

 

This is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ. Can we be sure of this? Yes, because David's children did not measure up to the description of the One who one day would sit upon the throne of David. In the Books of Kings and Chronicles you follow the line of David, and you will see one sinner after another sitting upon the throne. Very few were good kings, and only five of them saw revival come to the nation. 

 

If thy children will keep my covenant and my testimony that I shall teach them, their children shall also sit upon thy throne for evermore [Ps. 132:12]. 

 

But, you see, David's children did not keep God's covenant and testimony. That is the reason they were put out of their land and sent into captivity in Babylon. Even though the line of David sinned, God's covenant was not destroyed, and the time will come when the fruit of his body will sit upon his throne. That is what the New Testament speaks about when it opens with, "The book of the generation of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham'' (Matt. 1:1). The Lord Jesus is the "Son of David'' that the psalmist is writing about. 

 

For the LORD hath chosen Zion; he hath desired it for his habitation. 

 

This is my rest for ever: here will I dwell; for I have desired it. 

 

I will abundantly bless her provision: I will satisfy her poor with bread [Ps. 132:13-15]. 

 

This prophecy is not fulfilled in Jerusalem in our day. I walked up on top of Mount Zion one day with a friend, and when he saw what was there, he said, "I wonder if it was worth the walk?'' I told him, "I guess David and the Lord thought so, but there is something in the future that they can see and we do not see.'' 

 

It is apparent that this is a psalm that the pilgrims would sing as they came to Jerusalem and to the temple where God promised He would meet with His people. 

Psalm 133

THEME: Rejoicing in the fellowship of believers 

 

This psalm is "A Song of degrees of David.'' It is short, but it is a beautiful gem. It has been called "A Psalm of Brotherhood,'' and it certainly is a psalm of fellowship. Not only did this pilgrim come to Jerusalem with his wife and children, but he is with friends. They are having a wonderful time of fellowship together. Remember that these pilgrims came from all over the then-known world, and they had been suffering persecution among unbelievers. What a joyful experience it is for them to be with their own people who are worshiping God with them. 

 

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity! [Ps. 133:1]. 

 

As believers, we are told to endeavor to ". . . keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace'' (Eph. 4:3). Believers are one in Christ. My friend, let's avoid being in a little exclusive clique. Unfortunately, we have a lot of cliques in our churches today. Many people would rather be big fish in little ponds than little fish in big ponds. How much better it is for all believers to "dwell together in unity!'' 

 

It is like the precious ointment upon the head, that ran down upon the beard, even Aaron's beard: that went down to the skirts of his garments [Ps. 133:2]. 

 

This verse refers to the time that Aaron was anointed high priest. It also speaks of the priesthood of the Lord Jesus Christ. Someone has said that in this verse you have the fragrance of a lovely rose. This precious ointment was put on the priest to indicate that he was a priest unto God. We see that this is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ. Not only is He King; He is also our High Priest. It is said of Him in Psalm 45:7 that He is anointed ". . . with the oil of gladness above [His] fellows.'' In Ezekiel 39:29 we read, "Neither will I hide my face any more from them: for I have poured out my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.'' Ezekiel speaks of a future day, and like that ointment that ran down on Aaron, so will God pour out His Spirit. This is the meaning, by the way, of Joel's prophecy of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Israel of a coming day, which was not fulfilled on the day of Pentecost. However, in our day we are baptized with the Holy Spirit, which puts us in the body of believers; and Christ is our Great High Priest. Since this is true, we should attempt to keep the unity the Holy Spirit made. 

 

The psalmist concludes by saying that for brethren to dwell together in unity is -- 

 

As the dew of Hermon, and as the dew that descended upon the mountains of Zion: for there the LORD commanded the blessing, even life for evermore [Ps. 133:3]. 

 

This psalm is a beautiful little gem. 

Psalm 134

THEME: The pilgrim's final song of praise 

 

This is the final psalm in the pilgrim's progress. We have arrived. And in this psalm the pilgrim stands in the temple and lifts his voice in praise with the multitude. This is the grand amen, a threefold amen. 

 

Behold, bless ye the LORD, all ye servants of the LORD, which by night stand in the house of the LORD. 

 

Lift up your hands in the sanctuary, and bless the LORD [Ps. 134:1-2]. 

 

Again I remind you that this pilgrim had come from a place where he was under suspicion. People criticized him, maligned him, and lied about him. His neighborhood was not good. But now he has arrived in Jerusalem; he is standing in the sanctuary lifting up his hands and blessing the Lord. 

 

The LORD that made heaven and earth bless thee out of Zion [Ps. 134:3]. 

 

The pilgrim blesses God and, in turn, he is looking for the blessing of God to be upon his life. This is a great worship psalm and one that should be incorporated into our worship. 

 

Let me venture a suggestion. The curse of being a retired preacher is that you always want to tell the other fellow how to conduct his service -- whether you did it like that yourself or not. I know something about retired preachers, because several of them used to be in my congregations. Now I find myself one of them. As I look back on my ministry I realize my services were too formal. I believe worship today is entirely too formal. I do not believe that there should be fanatical outbreaks during the worship services, but there are some of us who cannot sing to express our thoughts. I have to stand in services just like a dummy. I can't sing -- I can't carry a tune. My wife doesn't want me even to try to sing when I am standing with her in a service. She tells me that everybody turns and looks at me with not very pleasant looks when I try to sing. Sometimes I would just like to say, "Praise the Lord -- Hallelujah'' or "How wonderful is our God. God is good.'' We need some informality in our services and the freedom to express ourselves. Oh, my friend, let's not be stiff and stilted when we worship our God. Let's praise Him from our hearts. 

Psalm 135

THEME: Praise the Lord 

 

We leave the pilgrim psalms now and come to songs of praise. 

 

This is a hallelujah psalm. It begins with "Praise ye the LORD,'' and it ends with "Praise ye the LORD.'' This psalm is in a parentheses of "Hallelujahs.'' In it Israel praises God for the deliverance of the past. It is a great call to praise God. 

 

Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the name of the LORD; praise him, O ye servants of the LORD. 

 

Ye that stand in the house of the LORD, in the courts of the house of our God, 

 

Praise the LORD; for the LORD is good: sing praises unto his name; for it is pleasant [Ps. 135:1-3]. 

 

We do not say enough that God is good. My friend, have you told anyone today that God is good? Oh, He is good! This is a call to praise Him. 

 

Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places. 

 

He causeth the vapours to ascend from the ends of the earth; he maketh lightnings for the rain; he bringeth the wind out of his treasuries [Ps. 135:6-7]. 

 

It is God who makes the weather. The weatherman does not make the weather, and the proof is that he does not always give us the correct report. He is not in touch with headquarters. He is in touch with a lot of scientific gadgets, and every now and then he comes up with an educated guess; but God makes the weather. He is the Creator. Not only does He make the weather, but He runs the universe as it pleases Him. Maybe you don't like it; if you don't, why don't you move out? Why don't you go to another universe or start one of your own and run it your way? This is God's universe, and if you are not satisfied with it, I suggest that somehow you become reconciled to it and accept the Creator because He is also the Redeemer of man today. We have many questions that God has not answered. And frankly, my friend, God does not have to answer our questions. He asks us to trust Him and live a life of faith. 

 

The psalmist compares the living God with idols. 

 

The idols of the heathen are silver and gold, the work of men's hands. 

 

They have mouths, but they speak not; eyes have they, but they see not; 

 

They have ears, but they hear not; neither is there any breath in their mouths. 

 

They that make them are like unto them: so is every one that trusteth in them [Ps. 135:15-18]. 

 

My friend, you are going to be like your god. What do you worship? You worship something. It could be gold or silver; it doesn't have to be in the shape of an image or an idol either. Many people today worship gold and silver. That is covetousness and modern idolatry. Whatever your god is -- if it is not the living and true God -- he may have a mouth, but he cannot speak. He may have ears, but he cannot hear you. Only the living God can hear you. Because you will become like your god, it is a good idea to worship the true God. We ought to bless His name. 

 

Blessed be the LORD out of Zion, which dwelleth at Jerusalem. Praise ye the LORD [Ps. 135:21]. 

 

He is worthy to be praised. This is a tremendous psalm! 

Psalm 136

THEME: Thanks to God for His mercy 

 

This is another hallelujah psalm. It praises God's mercy in creation, in redemption, in fighting enemies, and for the future glory. 

 

O give thanks unto the LORD; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever [Ps. 136:1]. 

 

The Lord has plenty of mercy. He will never run out of it. 

 

O give thanks unto the God of gods: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

 

O give thanks to the Lord of lords: for his mercy endureth for ever [Ps. 136:2-3]. 

 

Every verse in this psalm mentions the mercy of God. It exalts God's mercy. In Ephesians 2:4 Paul says, "But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us.'' I want mercy from God, and He is rich in it. I receive many letters from folks who tell me they have committed some sin. They ask, "Do you think God will forgive me?'' Friend, He is rich in mercy. Have you called on Him? If you really want forgiveness, He will give it to you. He deals with us according to His mercy. 

 

This is praise to God the Creator. And notice that every verse has the refrain: "for his mercy endureth for ever.'' 

 

To him that by wisdom made the heavens: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

 

To him that stretched out the earth above the waters: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

 

To him that made great lights: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

 

The sun to rule by day: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

 

The moon and stars to rule by night: for his mercy endureth for ever [Ps. 136:5-9]. 

 

The next section is praise to God for His mercy in delivering Israel from Egyptian bondage. And with every step of God's deliverance He repeats: "for his mercy endureth for ever.'' He concludes with God's mercy in giving them their land: 

 

And gave their land for an heritage: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

 

Even an heritage unto Israel his servant: for his mercy endureth for ever [Ps. 136:21-22]. 

 

The concluding section of this glorious psalm is as meaningful to you and me as it is to the people of Israel: 

 

Who remembered us in our low estate: for his mercy endureth for ever: 

 

And hath redeemed us from our enemies: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

 

Who giveth food to all flesh: for his mercy endureth for ever. 

 

O give thanks unto the God of heaven: for his mercy endureth for ever [Ps. 136:23-26]. 

 

I don't know about you, but I feel like saying "Hallelujah'' again. How wonderful is our God! Learn to fall down before Him and worship Him. He is worthy. When you get down in the dust (and you have to get down to get up), He will lift you up with His mercy. 

Psalm 137

THEME: Singing the Lord's song in a strange land 

 

Reading through the Book of Psalms is like driving on a divided highway through some lovely section of the countryside. We pass through new and beautiful scenery with a spectacular landscape on each side. 

 

The beginning of each psalm is like coming to an intersection. We casually observe the highway marker, but we proceed at the same speed, and we have the feeling of sameness. On each side of the highway marker the view is very much the same. That is true especially after we leave Psalm 119. As we are traveling along the highway, all of a sudden we come to Psalm 137. When we come to this psalm we begin to slow down because we see down the highway that three flares have been thrown down. In fact, these three flares are telling us to Stop -- Look -- Listen. 

 

By way of introduction, will you note these three flares. The first one is marked STOP. 

 

As we come to this psalm we find that it is designated an imprecatory psalm. Somebody says, "Well, a flare with that word on it wouldn't make me stop because I wouldn't know what it meant anyway.'' May I say to you that imprecatory simply means that it is a psalm that pronounces a curse. It is a psalm that voices a prayer or a wish for vengeance. Listen to this concluding verse: "Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones''! That is a red flare, let me tell you! It is a shocker, and it causes a great deal of difficulty. Many folk detour around it. In fact, it would be very easy for me to avoid it, but I feel that this psalm is one that we should stop and look at. 

 

There are several ways men have of dealing with this psalm. The liberal critics deal with it very simply: they reject it. They say that it does not belong in the Bible. It expresses feelings that are contrary to what they think it ought to say. Therefore they reject it. Of course, the method of the higher critic is to take out of the Bible what he likes and reject what he does not like. He is like the simpleminded country boy who bought a cow. After he had bought the cow he learned it cost something to feed the front end of the cow, but he got the milk from the back end of the cow. He decided to concentrate on the back end and forget about the front end so he could make more money. You know what happened -- his cow died. But he was a "higher critic.'' Higher critics take what they like and reject what they do not like. This philosophy does not satisfy, nor does it solve the problem at all. 

 

Then there is another way of dealing with this. There are those who say, in a naive sort of way, "I believe the Bible from cover to cover'' -- yet they are ignorant of what is between the covers! This is the reason those of us who are conservative are accused of being anti-intellectual. Multitudes of conservative folk claim to believe the Bible but are ignorant of it. This is the reason I put such an emphasis on teaching the Word of God. It is one thing to say you believe; it is another thing to know what it says. 

 

This leads us to the third viewpoint. It is to believe the Bible from cover to cover and attempt to understand it. It is to determine what God's meaning is, to discover what He had in mind when He recorded certain things. I want to know what I am believing and be able to give a reason for the hope that is in me. Therefore with this attitude let us come to Psalm 137, an imprecatory psalm. Although it expresses something here that sounds very terrible on the surface, let's look at it and see what it really says. 

 

The second flare tells us not only to stop, but to LOOK. That is, Psalm 137 deals with a particular portion of the history of God's chosen people. It is an historical psalm -- which is very unusual. The historical books of the Old Testament do not record the history of the nation Israel during the seventy years of captivity in Babylon. There is no record of that captivity. It is true that Jeremiah prophesied about it, but he did not go with the captives to Babylon. Ezekiel was in Babylon, but he was prophesying to the captives there. We can only draw by inference the conditions of the people. He was concerned more with his visions than he was with history. Also Daniel was in Babylon during that period; but he was in the court, prophesying to the gentile rulers. We have no record from him at all concerning the captives. The seventy years of Babylonian captivity are a period of silence. It is a vacuum. It is a void as far as the historical books are concerned. The two Books of Kings and the two Books of Chronicles bring us right up to the Babylonian captivity and the destruction of Jerusalem. The next historical books, Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther, pick up the story after the seventy-year captivity is over and the people are back in their land. The captivity in Babylon is passed over, because in God's plan His clock stops when His people are out of their land. For this reason we have no record of this period. This fact gives great emphasis to Psalm 137 because it is a bridge over the "Grand Canyon'' of silence. It is like a vista point along the highway where you can pull off the road and look at scenery you have never seen before. We don't see very much, but we see something of this silent period. 

 

Then the third flare that has been thrown down is LISTEN. It is a question that has been raised: "How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a strange land?'' (Ps. 137:4). I'm not sure that this question can be answered for these people. I'm not sure today that it can be answered for you and me unless we are willing to meet certain conditions. How can we sing the Lord's song in a strange land? 

 

Psalm 137 records the tragic yet tender experience of these people during the seventy years of captivity. You will find in this psalm bitter hatred and deep love. You will find a people that are overwhelmed and overpowered by their emotions. They feel very deeply about what is recorded here. 

THE CENTRAL EXPERIENCE (137:1-2)

Notice first of all the central experience of these people. 

 

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down, yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion [Ps. 137:1]. 

 

The location is all important -- "by the rivers of Babylon.'' These people have had an experience that no other people have had. From the land of Goshen to the ghettos of Europe they have known what it is to be away from their homeland, to be in a strange land. They know what it is to go all the way from the brickyards of Egypt to Babylonian canals. They know what it is to spend time in slave labor camps. By the rivers of Babylon was one place where they were persecuted, where they performed slave labor, a place where they suffered. By the rivers of Babylon. 

 

The question arises: What were they doing there? To begin with, they had no business being there. God had put them in the Promised Land, and God had promised to keep them there as His witnesses as long as they were true to Him. What are they doing by the rivers of Babylon? 

 

The rivers of Babylon are, of course, the canals. I think it is well accepted today that these are the people that dug those canals off the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers. Those canals threaded through that section to irrigate the land. These are the people who from sunup to sundown wearily dug through that dry desert terrain. "By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down.'' What a picture of deep dejection. What a picture of despair. What a picture of dire desperation. "There we sat down.'' What else could they do? "Yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.'' How woebegone can you get! 

 

The Psalms are songs of praise. The Psalms express joy, wonderful faith, hope, and confidence. But not this psalm. This is the psalm in which they throw in the crying towel. "Yea, we wept, when we remembered Zion.'' This is no psalm of praise. This is a psalm of deep indigo, as blue as you can possibly get. "We wept, when we remembered Zion.'' 

 

What a contrast between Jerusalem and Babylon! Jerusalem yonder in the hills, beautiful for situation. Babylon, down on a dry plain. The people are not there because they want to be there. They are there because their city has been destroyed. They are there because the Babylonians, a people stronger than they, had invaded their city, taken them captive, herded them like animals, and put them on slave labor. Now they are homesick. "We wept, when we remembered Zion.'' 

 

Why are they there? They are there because they have sinned. If you want the explanation from another weeping one of that period, turn to Jeremiah. He was a crybaby, but don't find fault with him because, you see, when God chose a man to pronounce His judgment upon them, He chose a man with a tender heart. It was Jeremiah who told them their city was to be destroyed. It was Jeremiah who said they were going into captivity. God didn't use a brutal man to give that brutal message. He didn't choose a harsh man to give a harsh message. He chose a man with the heart of a woman. Jeremiah says, "My eyes were a fountain of tears. This message broke my heart.'' God sent that kind of man so they would know how He felt about it. Listen to him in Lamentations. "Jerusalem hath grievously sinned; therefore she is removed . . .'' (Lam. 1:8). Why are these people down there on the banks of the canals in Babylon? They have grievously sinned. That is the reason they are there. 

 

Now listen to them: 

 

We hanged our harps upon the willows in the midst thereof [Ps. 137:2]. 

 

They have no heart for singing. They have quit singing now. They will not have a choir there. There won't be any song service there. They are wailing instead of singing. They have put their harps upon the willows; they won't be needing them anymore. They couldn't sing the songs of Zion by the rivers of Babylon! It was yonder at the temple in Jerusalem where they went to sing praises to God. Now by the rivers of Babylon they hanged up their harps. These instruments of praise they put up on the willow trees -- weeping willows. 

 

Today there are multitudes of Christians who have put their harps on the weeping willow trees. They have lost their song. They have no harp, but they are harping just the same about this and that. 

 

Christian friend, have you lost your song? Maybe you can remember the joy you had when you first came to Christ. Have you lost your song today? 

THE CRITICAL EXPERIENCE (137:3-4)

For there they that carried us away captive required of us a song; and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying, Sing us one of the songs of Zion [Ps. 137:3]. 

 

Now the people of Babylon had heard about the singing in Israel. The Israelites were world famous -- as we shall see in a moment -- for a very definite reason. And when it was heard that they were being brought to the canals outside the city of Babylon, that they were colonized there and put in slave labor camps, the "Tanner Bus'' company started running a tour out there because people wanted to see them. You see, Israel was world famous because in Jerusalem there was a temple to the living and true God. When visitors came to Jerusalem they found a people, not worshiping an image, but serving the living God, approaching Him through redemption and forgiveness of sins, and singing praises unto Him. They had never seen anything like it. They had never heard anything like it. The news of it spread throughout the world. The Queen of Sheba came from the ends of the earth when she heard of it. She thought the report couldn't be true. During Israel's feast seasons the people would gather together in Jerusalem, and they would sing these psalms. Probably all of the psalms were set to music. David arranged a choir and an orchestra with hundreds of musicians. It is estimated that there were times when one hundred thousand people gathered in and around that temple singing praises unto God! To hear them was a sensational experience. But now the temple was burned, Jerusalem lay in rubble, and the people were doing slave labor in Babylon. Many travelers came to Babylon saying something like this: "I was in Jerusalem during a feast day those people had. They were there from all over the world. They gathered around their temple over one hundred thousand strong. When that sacrifice was burned and the smoke ascended, out from the throats of those people rose a psalm that lifted me off the ground into the heavens! I have never heard anything like it!'' (These people have been musicians, whether you like it or not, through the centuries -- all the way from David, the sweet psalmist of Israel, to Meyerbeer, Offenbach, Fritz Kreisler, Felix Mendelssohn, George Gershwin, Paul Whiteman, Irving Berlin and to the present crop.) 

 

When these people met together and sang praises to God, the world heard about it. God intended the world to hear about it. Now that they were captives in Babylon, the Babylonians said, "We're going out there and listen to a concert!'' When they got out there the Babylonians saw the harps hanging on the willow trees; they saw these people sitting in deep dejection -- instead of singing they were weeping. And with a sneer they said to them, "Sing us a song of Zion. We've been hearing about you. We thought you people could sing!'' They taunted and ridiculed them, "Hoist us a tune. Let's hear it.'' 

 

Listen to them. 

 

How shall we sing the LORD'S song in a strange land? [Ps. 137:4]. 

 

With a sob in their soul they said, "We've lost our song. You mock us when you tell us to sing you a song of Zion. Our Zion is back yonder in ashes and rubble and ruin. We can't sing anywhere but back there. How can we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?'' 

 

The interesting thing is that the Christian is to sing in a strange land. The people of Israel were not; they were perfectly right in refusing. To begin with, they couldn't sing. Neither did God ask them to sing where they were. They were to sing the songs of Zion at Zion. The child of God today is a pilgrim and stranger in this world. Centuries before this time the people of Israel were going through the wilderness, with slavery in Egypt behind them, on their way to the Promised Land. In the lead were the Levites carrying the ark, and they were singing. Immediately behind them came Judah, the tribe whose name means "praise.'' They went through the wilderness with praise on their lips. Today this is the way in which the child of God is to go through the wilderness of this world. Every Christian today should have a song in his heart. I don't say a song on his lips -- David made it very clear that we're to make a joyful noise unto the Lord. It's best for some of us not to sing aloud. I don't sing in public; I sing privately for my own amusement, usually in the car alone. But we are to sing in a strange land. God has given us a song, the song of redemption. 

 

Now there are reasons for people losing their song: First of all, there is the natural tendency; that is, the psychological factor. Psychologists tell us that some folk are sanguine in their nature. That is, they are smiling, joyful all the time regardless of the circumstances. Other people are the opposite. They are filled with melancholy. Some races are like that. The Scottish have a reputation of being the dour Scots. I do not know, but I think I must have enough Scottish blood to give me a pessimistic view of life. Conversely, the contribution the black race has made in our midst is that they are a happy race. Under all circumstances they have revealed that. I heard the story of the black woman who was so radiant, regardless of circumstances, that they asked her what was her secret. She said, "Well, when I works, I works hard. When I rest, I sits loose, and when I worries, I goes to sleep.'' Isn't it wonderful to have that kind of a nature that when you worry you go to sleep! But a great many folk today don't look joyful. Some of us don't feel like smiling all the time. We're not made that way. 

 

The second factor is that discouragement and disappointment come to a great many Christians. Life buffets some people more than it buffets others. You know some Christians that seem to have more trouble than anyone else. Shakespeare calls it "the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune.'' Some people seem to get more of the slings and arrows of outrageous fortune. When I first came to Los Angeles, I went out and stood on a street corner, watching the faces of those who went by. Folk had come there from everywhere. They had come largely to improve their condition, for entertainment, and for relaxation. But you will see as many unhappy faces on the streets of Southern California as you will see any place in the world. As I watched, in the midst of the many unhappy faces, I saw the face of a woman that just stood out. I had never seen a face that had tragedy marked on it as hers did. I wondered about it. I was startled when the next Sunday morning I looked out at the faces in my congregation, and there she sat. I was even more startled when that morning after the benediction she came to me and said, "I must talk to you.'' And when she told her story I agreed that her face should have looked just as it did -- the saddest face I have ever seen. The discouragements of life sometimes beat in upon even children of God, and they lose their song. 

 

Then there is the third reason. Sometimes folk lose their song because of sin. You remember that David in his great confession, recorded in Psalm 51:12, cried, "Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation.'' David never did lose his salvation, but he certainly lost the joy of it. That is what he asked God to restore. And in Psalm 32 he spoke of that awful, oppressive period when his sin was unconfessed. He said that his bones ached and he could not sleep. What a picture! 

 

It was said of the Lord Jesus Christ that He was a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief. But before you make Him out a sad person -- for He was not -- note that Isaiah makes it very clear that He bore our griefs and carried our sorrows (Isa. 53:4). When all the sorrow and all the grief of your sin and my sin was put upon Him, He was a Man of Sorrows. But He had none of His own, for He had no sin of His own. He was made sin for us, and He was made our sin offering, completely identified with your sin and mine. 

 

Why are these people by the rivers of Babylon? I can answer it now. They have sinned. Why have they lost their song? They sinned, and sin will rob you of your song. 

THE CROWNING EXPERIENCE (137:5-9)

Notice now in conclusion the crowning experience of these people. 

 

If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. 

 

If I do not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth; if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief joy [Ps. 137:5-6]. 

 

And under the taunting of that mob of curious Babylonians who said, "Come on, let's hear something,'' they said, "We can't sing.'' Then they made a pledge to God. They said, "O Jerusalem, if I ever forget you, may my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth. I'll never, never, never forget Jerusalem.'' 

 

This is the ray of hope that is here. This is repentance. This is a pledge of allegiance. This is saying, "We'll become obedient now to God, and we want back in the will of God. We want to go back to Jerusalem.'' This is their confession. "If I forget thee, O Jerusalem. . . .'' 

 

Remember, O LORD, the children of Edom in the day of Jerusalem; who said, Rase it, rase it, even to the foundation thereof [Ps. 137:7]. 

 

Edom, their eternal enemy, was there at the time Jerusalem fell, and Edom got in the cheering section for Babylon. They got up there and shouted, "Tear it down! Destroy it! We want to get rid of that wicked city!'' They remember that now -- these people who had survived that experience -- and what they are asking for is justice. It is a cry for justice. 

 

Someone is going to say, "But that is not the Christian spirit.'' I grant you, it is not. But these people are under law; they are not under grace. They are under law that provided justice. We may have misunderstood our Lord when on the cross He said, "Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do . . .'' (Luke 23:34). Do you think He is dismissing all of the sins of these people? If you do, you are wrong. All He is saying is, "Father, forgive them for this particular thing of crucifying Me. They don't know what they are doing here.'' That crime is not to be held against them, but they are still sinners. And they will have to come to God as sinners, as one of them did -- Saul of Tarsus, who was probably there at the time. He had to come to Christ and receive forgiveness of sin. 

 

Somebody may remark that Stephen when he died said, ". . . Lord, lay not this sin to their charge . . .'' (Acts 7:60). That is true. Stephen is exhibiting the attitude believers should take. Paul expresses it: "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord'' (Rom. 12:19). What is the Christian spirit? The Christian spirit is this: avenge not yourself. Does that mean that nothing is to be done about it? No. God says this to you and me as Christians: "Have you been harmed or hurt? Don't you hit back. I want you to turn that over to Me. I'll handle it. Vengeance is mine; I will repay.'' God is saying that He will not let them get by with it. You see, when you and I take matters in our own hands, we are forsaking the walk of faith. What we are really saying is, "Lord, I can't trust You to handle this. I'll handle this one myself.'' In other words, we really want to hurt the offender in return. But God is saying, "You walk by faith. Turn this matter over to Me. I'm the God of justice.'' My friend, justice must prevail. It has to prevail. 

 

Someone still protests, "But this isn't like the New Testament.'' What do you mean it isn't like the New Testament? I read this in Revelation 6:9-10: "And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God, and for the testimony which they held: and they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?'' A cry for vengeance is not contrary, you see, to the New Testament. My friend, justice must prevail. Our God is just. Things must be made right. 

 

How deeply do you feel about evil? Do you hate a mad dog that comes into the yard to bite one of your children? If you don't love your children, then you wouldn't mind even bringing the mad dog into your home and urging the children to pet him on the head. But if you love your children, you will hate that mad dog. 

 

It is said of our Lord when He comes the next time: "Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness . . .'' (Ps. 45:7). You can't love righteousness without hating wickedness. You can't love God without hating Satan. You can't love that which is right without hating that which is wrong. How deeply, really, do you feel about evil? 

 

These captives, down by the river in Babylon, felt very deeply, and all they were asking for was that justice might prevail. 

 

O daughter of Babylon, who art to be destroyed; happy shall he be, that rewardeth thee as thou hast served us [Ps. 137:8]. 

 

This is the law of retribution. It is still a principle for the child of God today. "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap'' (Gal. 6:7). He won't reap something else, but he will reap the identical thing that he sowed. 

 

What these people are saying is, "O God, let that thing happen to them that happened to us -- '' the law of retribution. Our Lord said it: ". . . they that take the sword shall perish with the sword'' (Matt. 26:52). 

 

Now we come to the real difficulty. 

 

Happy shall he be, that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the stones [Ps. 137:9]. 

 

This Israelite, sitting yonder by the canals of Babylon, dejected, despondent, being jeered and taunted to sing, says, "I can't sing.'' His mind goes back to the destruction of his beloved city and of God's temple. He thinks again of what took place. He can see that Edomite in the cheering section, urging the Babylonians on. He sees how the Babylonians had destroyed his city. And then happened that frightful, awful thing. His wife was holding their precious little one. That great big brutal Babylonian soldier came to her, wrested the baby out of her arms, took it by the heels, and -- with her screaming -- hit its head across the rock, dashing its brains out! Remembering that, he says, "Because there is a just God in heaven, somebody will do that to the Babylonians.'' 

 

Whether you and I like it or not, it is already a matter of history that Cyrus the Great through his general did exactly to the Babylonians what the Babylonians had done to the people of Jerusalem. 

 

Is this psalm for the Dark Ages? Is it outmoded in this enlightened day? Has man grown more civilized and loving so that this psalm is no longer relevant? 

 

Today on every continent strife is being fomented. And the most tragic casualties are the children. Man's inhumanity to man makes this psalm very up to date. And there is coming a day when all hell will break loose in this world. I thank God there is a God in heaven who is a God of justice and righteousness, and He is going to put an end to sin. Also I am thankful that He is a God of mercy, that He is not like men, but is merciful. The cross yonder reveals His love; it reveals His holiness. My Savior took upon Himself my sin. God so loved me that He gave His Son to die in my place, because He must judge sin. 

 

Oh, today, in this day of grace He is merciful. But don't let it deceive you -- He is also holy, and He is righteous. Those who will not receive the Savior, those who will spurn His grace, those who will turn their backs on His mercy, will be judged. He makes no apologies to us in the twentieth century for doing that, because He has been patient with us. He has been gracious so long. 

 

Have you availed yourself of His mercy? 

Psalm 138

THEME: A song of wholehearted praise 

 

We come from Psalm 137, where we saw the harps hanging on the willow trees, to the psalm before us where the harps are again in the hands of the godly and are being used for the praise and worship of Jehovah. In the previous psalm the children of Israel were in captivity, down by the irrigation canals in Babylon. There they put their harps on the willow trees and wept when they remembered Zion. But in Psalm 138 we have a wonderful prophetic hymn of praise which looks into the future when the believing remnant will take up their harps again and sing praise unto God. 

 

This is a psalm of David. Because there is a reference to the temple (which was not in existence in David's day), David's authorship has been questioned. Well, the word temple could be translated "tabernacle'' just as easily; and I believe it is speaking of the tabernacle and the days of David. After all, in the inspired text it is inscribed as a psalm of David. 

 

I will praise thee with my whole heart: before the gods will I sing praise unto thee [Ps. 138:1]. 

 

Let me give you Dr. Gaebelein's translation: "I will give thanks unto Thee with my whole heart, before the gods will I sing praises unto Thee.'' 

 

Notice "I will praise thee with my whole heart.'' One of the things that impressed me on a visit to Jerusalem was seeing the Jews at the Wailing Wall (Israel has access to the wall again). I saw many of them standing there, some of them with a little book in their hands going through a ritual, some of them actually butting their heads against the wall, and some of them actually wailing, which touches the heart. But a great deal that I saw was just like ritualistic "churchianity'' -- nothing but lip service. However, in that future time when the Jews have been through the period of Jacob's trouble, the Great Tribulation, and have been delivered out of it, there will no longer be lip service. It will be real heart worship -- "I will praise thee with my whole heart.'' My friend, you and I need to examine our own hearts to see how we are worshiping God. Do we worship Him with our whole heart? One of the things which impressed me about Horatius Bonar was what he said when he went to God to repent of the coldness, the indifference, and the sin in his life. He said, "Then I went back to God and repented of my repentance.'' His first confession was merely lip service, and he repented of that. I think some of us ought to go to God in prayer on Monday morning and ask Him to forgive us for going to church on Sunday. We should pray, "Lord, forgive me for going to church yesterday. I sang the hymns, but my heart wasn't in it. I prayed, but it was a mere formality. I listened to the Word of God, but it had no effect on me. I criticized the preacher and others who were there, but I did not criticize myself. God, forgive me for going to church like that.'' This would be a good thing for many of us to pray. 

 

"Before the gods will I sing praise unto thee.'' Luther and Calvin explain that the "gods'' were angels of God -- I don't think they were that. Others think that he was talking about the idol gods of the nations, and certainly he could be referring to them. However, anything in your life that is in place of God or is between you and God, is your god. We saw this word gods back in Psalm 82:6, and there it referred to the judges, those who are in the place of God, that is, His representatives on earth. I have always been mindful of the fact that as a teacher, preacher, and minister of the Word of God, I have a responsibility to God. Someday I will have to answer to Him, because it is my job to make the gospel clear. If those who know the Lord don't make the gospel clear, who will? When I look back upon my ministry, I see much failure, and I have many regrets; but someday I will be able to look into the face of God and say, "Lord, I preached Your Word the best I could.'' That is a great comfort, because I have been His representative here on this earth. So, you see, when David said, "Before the gods will I sing praise unto thee,'' he could have meant several things, and we cannot be sure exactly what he had in mind. 

 

I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word above all thy name [Ps. 138:2]. 

 

A better translation of the last part of this verse would be, "Thou hast magnified thy saying according to all thy name.'' In other words, God's Word is as good as He is. There is an old saying that a man is as good as his word. Well, God is as good as His Word. His character is behind what He has said. "Thou hast magnified thy saying in accordance with all thy name,'' or, "Thou hast fulfilled it in such a manner as to bring out all that Thy name implies.'' This is a very wonderful statement. 

 

Though the LORD be high, yet hath he respect unto the lowly: but the proud he knoweth afar off [Ps. 138:6]. 

 

Dr. Gaebelein translates it, "For Jehovah is high, and regardeth the humble, but the proud He knoweth afar off.'' He is high and He is over all; yet He will condescend to the lowly. There is so much said in the Word of God about God's regarding the humble. Proud modern man doesn't seem to be an expert at displaying humility. In James 4:6 we read, "But he giveth more grace. Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.'' We are told, "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time'' (1Pet. 5:6). There is a great deal said about humility in Scripture. It is something God takes note of and recognizes. David took a humble place. We read his words in Psalm 131:1, "LORD, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I exercise myself in great matters, or in things too high for me.'' In Isaiah 57:15 we are told, "For thus saith the high and lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose name is Holy; I dwell in the high and holy place, with him also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.'' In 1Peter 5:5 we read, "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble.'' 1Peter 3:4 tells us, "But let it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.'' All of these verses reveal how God regards humility. 

 

The LORD will perfect that which concerneth me: thy mercy, O LORD, endureth for ever: forsake not the works of thine own hands [Ps. 138:8]. 

 

This is the Old Testament way of saying, "Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ'' (Phil. 1:6). 

Psalm 139

THEME: A song of praise to the attributes of God 

 

This psalm is "To the chief Musician, A Psalm of David.'' This is a theological psalm in that it reveals something of the attributes of God in relation to His creation. It reveals His omniscience, His omnipresence, and His omnipotence. These are what I call four-cylinder words, but they simply mean that God is all-knowing (omniscient), He is everywhere present (omnipresent), and He is all-powerful (omnipotent). God can do anything that is the object of His power. Sometimes the ridiculous question is asked, "Can God make a rock so big that He cannot lift it?'' The answer to that is that God never does anything ridiculous. 

 

This is a psalm that will answer several pertinent questions for us. 

THE OMNISCIENCE OF GOD (139:1-6)

O LORD, thou hast searched me, and known me [Ps. 139:1]. 

 

This speaks of the omniscience of God. He knows you. He knows me. He is the greatest psychologist. When you have a problem, it is not necessary to climb upon the psychiatrist's couch and tell him everything. Why don't you climb upon the couch of the Lord Jesus and just tell Him everything? You might as well tell Him because He knows all about you anyway. The psychiatrist still won't know you even after you have told him everything you can think of. 

 

Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off. 

 

Thou compassest my path and my lying down, and art acquainted with all my ways. 

 

For there is not a word in my tongue, but lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether [Ps. 139:2-4]. 

 

That word that was on your tongue -- perhaps you wanted to rip out a good strong oath, but you didn't do it because of the presence of someone. God saw it on your tongue. He knows everything. "There is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O LORD, thou knowest it altogether.'' 

 

Thou hast beset me behind and before, and laid thine hand upon me. 

 

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it [Ps. 139:5-6]. 

 

You may ask, How can God do that? I don't know, and the psalmist says he doesn't know. "Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain unto it.'' Actually the omniscience of God is not an occasion for terror but for comfort. He saved me and yet He knew me -- that is the amazing thing about it. There are some people whom you accept and receive, and then in some way they disappoint you. You thought you knew them, but you really did not know them. God knows us and yet he will save us. How wonderful He is! God knew David, and David let Him down. But God knew something about David's faith that we could not see. He could see David's heart, and beneath the faith that failed was a faith that never failed. The Lord knew what Simon Peter was going to do. He even knew that Judas would betray Him. Even though we don't understand it, that is the omniscience of God. He knows everything. 

THE OMNIPRESENCE OF GOD (139:7-16)

Let's look at the omnipresence of God for a moment. No matter where you go, you cannot get away from God. 

 

Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? 

 

If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou art there [Ps. 139:7-8]. 

 

"Hell'' is Sheol (not hell), the region of the unseen and unknown. God is there. No matter where you go, He is there. 

 

If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea [Ps. 139:9]. 

 

You won't get away from God even if you go to the moon. To me it was thrilling to hear those first three astronauts who went around the moon and read the first chapter of Genesis on Christmas Eve. You don't run away from God, my friend, even if you go to the moon! 

 

Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. 

 

If I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about me. 

 

Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee: but the night shineth as the day: the darkness and the light are both alike to thee [Ps. 139:10-12]. 

 

A man once said to me, "Do you think we ought to confess our sins in detail to God?'' I said, "Of course. Spell them out. He already knows about them anyway. He was present when you committed them; so you better agree with Him on the subject. Let Him know that you recognize it as sin.'' My friend, to confess your sin is to agree with God -- God says it is sin and you agree with Him that it is sin. 

 

For thou hast possessed my reins: thou hast covered me in my mother's womb [Ps. 139:13]. 

 

From the time we are conceived in the womb we never get away from the presence of God in this life. 

 

He reinforces this truth in the next verse: 

 

I will praise thee; for I am fearfully and wonderfully made: marvellous are thy works; and that my soul knoweth right well [Ps. 139:14]. 

 

God is everywhere, and man is a fabulous creature who has the attention of God constantly. 

 

My substance was not hid from thee, when I was made in secret, and curiously wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. 

 

Thine eyes did see my substance, yet being unperfect; and in thy book all my members were written, which in continuance were fashioned, when as yet there was none of them [Ps. 139:15-16]. 

 

Before the body was formed David says he was a person. He was a person as he was being formed in the womb. Even before the members of his body were formed, he was a person. The personhood is declared to take place at the very moment of conception. 

 

This is very important in our day because of the question of abortion. I heard a minister of the liberal persuasion say that the Bible has nothing to say about abortion, and therefore we can make our own decision or do as we please. However, the Bible does have something to say about it, and here is a clear-cut reference. While the body was being formed, David said he was a person, a human being. God had the blueprint of his members before they came into existence. The person was there. 

 

Now hear it straight: abortion is murder unless it is performed to save the mother's life or even the child's life. Abortion to get rid of the little unformed fellow before he has an opportunity to utter a cry in order to cover up sin or escape responsibility merely enhances the awful and cruel crime. Do not blame me for this charge. Blame David -- he wrote it. Blame the Holy Spirit -- He declared it. 

 

The Bible has the answer to all the problems of life if we consider all of it, and it does not always give the popular interpretation. It is well to get God's viewpoint. 

THE OMNIPOTENCE OF GOD (139:17-19)

How precious also are thy thoughts unto me, O God! how great is the sum of them! 

 

If I should count them, they are more in number than the sand: when I awake, I am still with thee [Ps. 139:17-18]. 

 

My friend, God loves us! And the God who loves us is omnipotent -- all-powerful! 

 

Surely thou wilt slay the wicked, O God: depart from me therefore, ye bloody men [Ps. 139:19]. 

 

We have both the wicked and the godly mentioned in this psalm. God says that He will judge the wicked, and He will hear the prayer of His people. Praise God that He is all-knowing, all-powerful, and present everywhere. 

Psalm 140

THEME: A prayer for deliverance from evil men 

 

As we have gone through the Book of Psalms, we have come to groups of psalms that have been like a cluster of grapes or a stalk of bananas, in that they were all related to the same bunch. Psalm 140 has no visible connection with the marvelous theological one hundred thirty-ninth psalm that preceded it. Psalm 140 sets before us in prophecy the last days when the godly remnant of Israel will face the Antichrist -- that false messiah, the Man of Sin. It is a prayer of David, asking and praying for protection because evil men are about him. David was under some kind of pressure at this time, and we believe it was from the madman King Saul, who was the adumbration of the man of violence about whom the apostle Paul wrote in the second chapter of 2 Thessalonians. 

 

This psalm has an application for you and me today. Many of us could pray this prayer. 

 

Deliver me, O LORD, from the evil man; preserve me from the violent man [Ps. 140:1]. 

 

In this verse is a designation of the Antichrist. He is called the "evil man'' and the "violent man.'' But John says there are many antichrists. "Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time'' (1John 2:18). I am sure that many of us have come in contact with evil men. David's prayer is that he might be preserved and delivered from these evil men. That has always been my prayer in the ministry: "Oh, God, do not let me fall under the influence or the power of an evil man.'' It is also dangerous for a minister to be under the influence or power of any one man or under the power of a little clique in a church. It is not only dangerous; it is dynamite. 

 

Which imagine mischiefs in their heart; continually are they gathered together for war. 

 

They have sharpened their tongues like a serpent; adders' poison is under their lips. Selah [Ps. 140:2-3]. 

 

Paul speaks of the human race in the same manner (Rom. 3:10-18). Human beings have tongues filled with poison. The tongue can destroy as much as any atom bomb. It can ruin a man's reputation and blacken his life. 

 

Keep me, O LORD, from the hands of the wicked; preserve me from the violent man; who have purposed to overthrow my goings [Ps. 140:4]. 

 

This is David's prayer, and it is also a prayer that the remnant will pray during the Great Tribulation. This is not a prayer for Christians in this day of grace. However, for the people who are in the Great Tribulation period and back under law, I see no reason why they shouldn't pray this prayer for divine judgment and for divine wrath. 

 

Grant not, O LORD, the desires of the wicked: further not his wicked device; lest they exalt themselves. Selah. 

 

As for the head of those that compass me about, let the mischief of their own lips cover them. 

 

Let burning coals fall upon them: let them be cast into the fire; into deep pits, that they rise not up again [Ps. 140:8-10]. 

 

The psalmist is praying against that wicked man, the Antichrist. As I have said before, this is not the kind of prayer a believer should pray. Rather, we should follow the instruction in Romans 12:19-21, "Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.'' In other words, don't let yourself become bitter. Don't get carried away with enmity and revenge, which will separate you from a walk of faith. God will take care of things. It has been my experience that when we keep our hands off, God will generally move in and deal with those who attempt to thwart and hinder God's work. Vengeance belongs to God. Turn the case over to Him. Then you can do something good for the individual who has injured you. God puts us in an unusual place. 

 

Let not an evil speaker be established in the earth: evil shall hunt the violent man to overthrow him [Ps. 140:11]. 

 

There is sure victory if we do not forsake the path of faith. "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith'' (1John 5:4). The wicked tongue is not going to be established or survive. The lie will finally be made known. Satan was a liar from the beginning, and he has a lot of his urchins running around today following his example. Someday they will all be exposed as liars. 

Psalm 141

THEME: A prayer to be delivered from evil 

 

This psalm was written by David. It has something to do with his personal history. He sends out an SOS. His prayer arises from some unknown experience but probably comes from the time that he was fleeing from Saul. The application is to the remnant of Israel in the final struggle against evil, but it also has a message for us today. 

 

LORD, I cry unto thee: make haste unto me; give ear unto my voice, when I cry unto thee. 

 

Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense; and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice [Ps. 141:1-2]. 

 

One commentator has said, "David was in love with prayer.'' He was a great man of prayer. He mentions the fact that prayer is like sweet incense. Today, when we pray and praise in the name of Christ, that prayer is like the sweet incense that went up out of the tabernacle when Aaron, the high priest, sprinkled incense on the golden altar. "Let my prayer be set forth before thee as incense.'' 

 

However, to be sweet incense, that prayer would have to be backed up by an obedient life. The Lord Jesus made it abundantly clear that if we expect God to hear and answer our prayers, we must live lives that are obedient to Him. The idea that we can live any way we want to and expect God to answer our prayer is a big mistake. The Lord said, "If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.'' But He did not stop there. He continued, "If ye love me, keep my commandments'' (John 14:14-15). If you expect Him to answer your prayers, you must be obedient. We need to pray in the name of Christ, yes, but also we need a life to back it up. 

 

Set a watch, O LORD, before my mouth; keep the door of my lips [Ps. 141:3]. 

 

David says, "Oh, Lord, don't let my lips and my life contradict each other.'' He learned this lesson by bitter experience. And we need to pray, "Don't let me pray one thing on Sunday and live something else on Monday.'' 

 

Incline not my heart to any evil thing, to practise wicked works with men that work iniquity: and let me not eat of their dainties. 

 

Let the righteous smite me; it shall be a kindness: and let him reprove me; it shall be an excellent oil, which shall not break my head: for yet my prayer also shall be in their calamities [Ps. 141:4-5]. 

 

There are many men who work and make their living in this evil world. There is no question that they rub up against evil every day; and, as the saying goes, the boat should be in the ocean, but it is tragic when the ocean is in the boat. When a man lives in the world, and acts like the world, and lives like the devil's child all week, he cannot expect the Heavenly Father to answer his prayer on Sunday. Psalm 66:18 says, "If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will not hear me.'' God has not promised to hear the prayer of the wicked. Instead we are told that ". . . the effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much'' (James 5:16). 1John 3:22 says, "And whatsoever we ask, we receive of him, because we keep his commandments, and do those things that are pleasing in his sight.'' David wanted the Lord to keep the door of his lips. He did not want to incline his heart toward any evil thing. We must follow his example if we want our prayers to be powerful before Almighty God. 

 

But mine eyes are unto thee, O GOD the Lord: in thee is my trust; leave not my soul destitute. 

 

Keep me from the snares which they have laid for me, and the gins of the workers of iniquity [Ps. 141:8-9]. 

 

David prays that he will not fall into the trap of the wicked. The devil attempts to trip us up all the time, and he uses all kinds of devices. Unfortunately, we are not aware of many of his traps. We are not even as wise as the carnal Christians in Corinth to whom Paul said, ". . . we are not ignorant of his devices'' (2Cor. 2:11). Some of us seem to be woefully ignorant of Satan's devices. Oh, my friend, let us pray to be delivered from evil so that our prayers may be potent prayers. 

Psalm 142

THEME: The beginning of David's suffering 

 

Notice that this is a maschil psalm; that is, a psalm of instruction. It is a psalm from which you and I can learn something. This, again, is a great prayer of David. Where was he when he prayed this prayer? The inspired text gives this inscription: "Maschil of David; A Prayer when he was in the cave.'' 

 

I cried unto the LORD with my voice; with my voice unto the LORD did I make my supplication [Ps. 142:1]. 

 

We are not told which cave he was hiding in at this time. The cave of En-gedi is mentioned in 1Samuel 24. I passed by En-gedi when I was in that land. They have made a new road down by the Dead Sea which goes all the way from Jericho up to Masada. It is very interesting country. The road has opened up that area to tourists. When I saw En-gedi I realized that it would be a very good place in which to hide. 

 

Also there is the cave of Adullam, which is the cave where David went to hide the first time he left Israel to escape from King Saul. Both of these caves are known. My guess is that he was in Adullam when he wrote this psalm. We know that it was at this time that ". . . every one that was in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered themselves unto him . . .'' (1Sam. 22:2). About four hundred men came to him at this time. 

 

Now notice his prayer at this time: 

 

I poured out my complaint before him; I shewed before him my trouble [Ps. 142:2]. 

 

In other words, David laid out before God everything that was in his heart and life. That is the way you and I should pray. This idea that we should "pray around'' something, or rationalize in our prayers, or pray "all around Robin Hood's barn,'' is wrong. We ought to get right down to the nitty-gritty and tell God everything in our lives. David said, "I shewed before him my trouble.'' My friend, you can tell Him about your temptations; you can tell Him about everything. 

 

Years ago Fйnelon wrote a wonderful thing along this line, which he has entitled "Tell God'': 

 

Tell God all that is in your heart, as one unloads one's heart, its pleasures and its pains, to a dear friend. Tell Him your troubles, that He may comfort you; tell Him your joys, that He may sober them; tell Him your longings, that He may purify them; tell Him your dislikes, that He may help you to conquer them; talk to Him of your temptations, that He may shield you from them; show Him the wounds of your heart, that He may heal them; lay bare your indifference to good, your depraved tastes for evil, your instability. Tell Him how self-love makes you unjust to others, how vanity tempts you to be insincere, how pride disguises you to yourself as to others. 

 

If you thus pour out all your weaknesses, needs, troubles, there will be no lack of what to say. You will never exhaust the subject. It is continually being renewed. People who have no secrets from each other never want subjects of conversation. They do not weigh their words, for there is nothing to be held back; neither do they seek for something to say. They talk out of the abundance of the heart, without consideration, just what they think. Blessed are they who attain to such familiar, unreserved intercourse with God. 

 

My friend, David had that marvelous relationship with Almighty God, and he told God all that was in his heart. 

 

Notice that David said, "I poured out my complaint before him; I shewed before him my trouble.'' David, as a young man, was anointed king of Israel. In the court of King Saul, that mad king threw a javelin at David, trying to pin David to the wall, but he missed, and David had to flee for his life. He complained that he was hunted like a partridge. It was open season on him all of the time, and he had to keep running. Out of that situation this young man lifts his heart and cries out to God. 

 

When my spirit was overwhelmed within me, then thou knewest my path. In the way wherein I walked have they privily [secretly] laid a snare for me [Ps. 142:3]. 

 

They tried to trap David. David looked to the Lord for help, and God guided him. 

 

I looked on my right hand, and beheld, but there was no man that would know me: refuge failed me; no man cared for my soul [Ps. 142:4]. 

 

This was David's situation when he first left the court of Saul, but afterward, as we have seen, four hundred men joined him. He knew God was responsible for this support. 

 

I cried unto thee, O LORD: I said, Thou art my refuge and my portion in the land of the living [Ps. 142:5]. 

 

There are two things we ought to note. He hid in the cave -- if he had not hidden, Saul would have killed him. But, you may say, he was trusting the Lord. Yes, he was trusting the Lord, but the Lord expected him to use good old sanctified common sense. 

Psalm 143

THEME: David's urgent appeal for help 

 

This is another marvelous prayer of David. It is an urgent appeal for help. David had no inhibitions, and he opened his heart to God. Oh, that we could learn to pray like that! 

 

Hear my prayer, O LORD, give ear to my supplications: in thy faithfulness answer me, and in thy righteousness [Ps. 143:1]. 

 

David appeals to the faithfulness and righteousness of God for an answer. Isn't this exactly what believers are to do when they sin? "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness'' (1John 1:9). "He is faithful and just [or righteous].'' Like David, we appeal to God on the basis of His faithfulness and His righteousness. This psalm is a very wonderful prayer, and it can fit into your experience and mine. 

 

This is also the plea of the nation Israel. This is their hope when they cry for help from God in their day of calamity. And God will not disappoint them. 

 

God is not through with Israel. In Micah 7:20 we read, "Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which thou hast sworn unto our fathers from the days of old.'' In Exodus 2:24-25 we are told, "And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God looked upon the children of Israel, and God had respect unto them.'' Why did God have respect unto Israel? Because He is faithful and righteous. 

 

In Romans Paul tells us what Israel's problem is today. "For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God'' (Rom. 10:3). This is also the trouble the Gentiles have. They are working at a religion. They are trying to do something to please God. My friend, He has already done something for them. He sent His Son to the cross to pay the penalty for sin. You please Him when you accept what He has done for you. "For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth'' (Rom. 10:4). 

 

I stretch forth my hands unto thee: my soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land. Selah [Ps. 143:6]. 

 

I have watched it rain out on the desert on that sandy soil when it has rained and rained and rained, and that thirsty land just drinks it up. David says, "My soul thirsteth after thee, as a thirsty land.'' 

 

Now hear David's cry: 

 

Hear me speedily, O LORD: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from me, lest I be like unto them that go down into the pit [Ps. 143:7]. 

 

David is saying to God, "You are my only help.'' 

 

Cause me to hear thy lovingkindness in the morning; for in thee do I trust: cause me to know the way wherein I should walk; for I lift up my soul unto thee. 

 

Deliver me, O LORD, from mine enemies: I flee unto thee to hide me. 

 

Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God: thy spirit is good; lead me into the land of uprightness [Ps. 143:8-10]. 

 

This reveals David's trust in God as his only refuge and his only hope. 

 

"Teach me to do thy will; for thou art my God'' should be the daily prayer of every child of God. 

Psalm 144

THEME: Praise and prayer to God because of who He is 

 

This is another one of the psalms written by David. Some of the contents are similar to those in Psalm 18, which began, "I will love thee, O LORD, my strength. The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower'' (Ps. 18:1-2). Further down in the psalm David said, "In my distress I called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my cry came before him, even into his ears'' (Ps. 18:6). This psalm was written out of one of David's experiences when he was delivered out of the hand of King Saul. Also it is prophetic, looking forward to that coming day when the children of Israel will suffer during the Great Tribulation. In this time of great distress they will turn to God in prayer. Also this psalm is applicable to all the saints during the centuries between David's time and the Great Tribulation period. 

 

Blessed be the LORD my strength, which teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight [Ps. 144:1]. 

 

What does David mean? There will be those who will immediately jump at this and say, "Look, the God of the Old Testament is warlike.'' My friend, if you had lived in David's day, you would have been a lot more comfortable knowing that you were protected from the enemy surrounding you and knowing that you could defend yourself. 

 

It is entirely incorrect to say that the Lord Jesus Christ was a pacifist. He gives peace to the human heart, and peace with God through the forgiveness of sins; but He also said, ". . . a strong man armed keepeth his [house] palace . . . '' (Luke 11:21), which is what David is saying in this psalm. It is true that our Lord is the Prince of Peace, but He has made it very clear that there will be no peace on this earth until He returns. In the meantime it is more comfortable to know that our nation has enough armaments to protect us. I only hope we don't get some fanatic in power who will get rid of our protection, maintaining that we can depend on the goodness of human nature to take care of us. That type of thinking brought many a nation down into the dust. Some of the Greek states tried it. They had an outstanding civilization, but they are in ruin and rubble today because they could not protect themselves. 

 

My goodness, and my fortress; my high tower, and my deliverer; my shield, and he in whom I trust; who subdueth my people under me [Ps. 144:2]. 

 

David says that God is his goodness. If you and I have any righteousness, it is Christ. David says that God is also his goodness, his protector, his fortress, his high tower, his deliverer, and his shield. Although it is comforting to know that our nation has an arsenal to protect us, I also want to make sure that God is my protector, that He is my fortress, my high tower, my deliverer, and my shield. 

 

"Who subdueth my people under me'' is David speaking as a commander. 

 

LORD, what is man, that thou takest knowledge of him! or the son of man, that thou makest account of him! [Ps. 144:3]. 

 

Why should God take note of little man? Frankly, man does not amount to very much. 

 

Man is like to vanity: his days are as a shadow that passeth away [Ps. 144:4]. 

 

"Man is like to vanity'' means that man is nothing without God, that life is purposeless without Him. 

 

When I was a pastor in Nashville, a man walked into my study one day holding a rusty old gun -- it looked like a .45 to me. He said, "If you can't give me a reason to live, I am going to kill myself.'' I replied, "Well, you sure are putting me on the spot; I can't think of any reason why you shouldn't kill yourself, but I do want to tell you that you are not going to solve your problem by taking your life. All you will be doing is removing your problem from earth and taking it to a place where there is no solution, because you will fix your eternal destiny. But here and now you can make a decision for God which will add purpose to your life, and you won't be in such a hurry to end it. Then, when you do die, you will go home to be with Christ, your Savior.'' 

 

Life without God is quite empty. I have a newspaper clipping which tells about a Swedish man who inherited what is said to be the largest fortune in the world, $5 billion -- that is a lot of money! But that man took his own life. His $5 billion dollars didn't keep him here. He found life rather purposeless. My friend, without Jesus Christ, without God, "man is like to vanity'' and emptiness. Without God life has no purpose. 

 

Now listen to David plead with God. 

 

Bow thy heavens, O LORD, and come down: touch the mountains, and they shall smoke [Ps. 144:5]. 

 

This is a call for God to break into human events, for God to intrude into human history. This is confirmed in Isaiah 64:1-2 which says, "Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, that thou wouldest come down, that the mountains might flow down at thy presence, as when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversaries, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!'' God is going to intrude into human history one day. I don't want to take a fanatical position and say that He is going to do it tomorrow, or even in this century, but the fact is that He is going to do it. 

 

Cast forth lightning, and scatter them: shoot out thine arrows, and destroy them [Ps. 144:6]. 

 

When the Lord comes again, He is coming in judgment. The whole tenor of Scripture, including the New Testament, is that the Lord is coming in judgment one day. There is no more vivid and dramatic picture of this than the one given in Revelation 19:11, where John saw heaven opened and beheld a white horse, ". . . and he that sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.'' That is a picture of the Lord Jesus Christ coming forth as a conqueror to conquer. Maybe you don't like this picture, but it is the picture that the Word of God presents. 

 

At that time, the psalmist says: 

 

I will sing a new song unto thee, O God: upon a psaltery and an instrument of ten strings will I sing praises unto thee [Ps. 144:9]. 

 

Not until after the Tribulation will the children of Israel be able to sing this new song unto their God. 

Psalm 145

THEME: Praise for what God is and for what He does 

 

This is the last psalm that mentions David as the author. He may have written some of the psalms that do not name an author, but we cannot be sure. This psalm is an acrostic, which means that each verse begins with one of the letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 

 

Immediately we run into a problem which the critics have latched onto -- there are twenty-two Hebrew letters and only twenty-one verses in this psalm. The psalm begins with Aleph, the first letter of the alphabet, and ends with Tau, the final letter in the Hebrew alphabet; the missing letter is Nun. Some critics say that Nun was left out by some transcriber. I don't think that is the case at all. I believe it was left out for a very definite reason. From Psalm 145 to 150 we find that every one of them is a hallelujah psalm. It is an increasing crescendo. Why would one verse be left out of Psalm 145? I think it speaks of the fact that our praise is imperfect. I like what F.W. Grant has written relative to the omission of this one letter: "I cannot but conclude that the gap is meant to remind us that in fact the fullness of praise is not complete without other voices, which are not found here, and that these missing voices are those of the Church and the heavenly saints in general.'' You don't get all of the hallelujahs until you get to the nineteenth chapter of Revelation: "And after these things I heard a great voice of much people in heaven, saying, Alleluia; Salvation, and glory, and honour, and power, unto the Lord our God . . . . And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose up for ever and ever . . . . And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying, Alleluia: for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth'' (Rev. 19:1, 3, 6). There is the missing hallelujah. The praise in this Psalm 145 is not quite complete -- nor is it in any of the psalms. At the occasion of the birth of Jesus, the angels said, "Glory to God in the highest . . .'' (Luke 2:14). Why? Because Jesus was born in Bethlehem and there would be peace. But there hasn't been peace. We have never been able to sing the Hallelujah chorus perfectly yet. But there is coming a day when Christ will return to this earth. The day that He comes forth will be a great day, and then the Hallelujah chorus will be sung correctly and completely. 

 

I will extol thee, my God, O king; and I will bless thy name for ever and ever. 

 

Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise thy name for ever and ever [Ps. 145:1-2]. 

 

"Every day will I bless thee'' -- this is not for only one day in the week when we go to church but for every day. There are days when we don't feel like blessing Him. We sometimes sing, "We praise Him for all that is past, and trust Him for all that is to come.'' We can change that around and sing, "We trust Him for all that is past and praise Him for all that is to come.'' 

 

This is a marvelous psalm of praise! 

 

The LORD is gracious, and full of compassion; slow to anger, and of great mercy [Ps. 145:8]. 

 

We have a kind God. David had experienced the kindness of God, and it motivated him to show the same kindness of God to others. 

 

The LORD is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works. 

 

The LORD is nigh unto all them that call upon him, to all that call upon him in truth [Ps. 145:17-18]. 

 

Whoever you are and wherever you are, if you mean business with God, you can come into His presence through Christ. "The LORD is nigh [He is near] unto all them that call upon him.'' There are many folk who are stiff-arming God. That is one reason they go through a church ritual -- they are escaping a personal confrontation with Him. 

 

One of the great doctrines that the Reformation brought back to us was the doctrine of the "priesthood of believers.'' If you have trusted Jesus Christ as your Savior, you have direct access to God. If you are unsaved, God invites you to come to Him for salvation. God is available. 

Psalm 146

THEME: A hallelujah psalm, praise to God for His goodness 

 

The five psalms that conclude this great hymnbook are all hallelujah psalms. Notice that they begin with "Praise ye the LORD'' and end with "Praise ye the LORD,'' which means, of course, "hallelujah.'' No longer do they tell anything of persecution or suffering; there are no prayers for help or deliverance from the enemy; there are no imprecatory prayers. The night of sin and suffering is over. Weeping is past and joy has come in the morning of the Millennium (See Ps. 30:5). 

 

Praise ye the LORD. Praise the LORD, O my soul [Ps. 146:1]. 

 

Not only should we praise God with our lips, but we should genuinely praise Him from the heart. 

 

Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whom there is no help [Ps. 146:3]. 

 

This verse describes the powerlessness of man. No lasting help can come from any human being whose body will one day return to the dust from which it was made, whether he be a prince or a common man. 

 

Dr. A.C. Gaebelein told of a visit he had from an orthodox Jew. I'll let him tell it in his own words: "He stated that he had read the New Testament and found the title of Jesus of Nazareth so often mentioned as 'the son of man.' He then declared that there is a warning in the Old Testament not to trust the son of man. As we asked him for the passage he quoted from this Psalm, 'Trust not . . . in the son of man in whom is no salvation.' We explained to him that if our Lord had been only the son of man and nothing else, if He had not been Immanuel, the virgin-born Son of God, if it were not true as Isaiah stated it, that He is the child born and the Son given, there would be no salvation in Him. But He came God's Son and appeared in the form of man for our redemption. His argument showed the blindness of the Jew. The statement is given in this psalm, that man is sinful, that there is no hope in man, he is a finite creature and turns to dust. There is but One in whom salvation and all man's needs is found, the God of Jacob, the loving Jehovah'' (The Book of Psalms, p. 500-501). 

 

In the closing verses of this psalm, "the LORD,'' meaning Jehovah, is mentioned eight times. 

 

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob for his help, whose hope is in the LORD his God: 

 

Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, and all that therein is: which keepeth truth for ever: 

 

Which executeth judgment for the oppressed: which giveth food to the hungry. The LORD looseth the prisoners: 

 

The LORD openeth the eyes of the blind: the LORD raiseth them that are bowed down: the LORD loveth the righteous [Ps. 146:5-8]. 

 

God is the One who is in the helping business. 

 

The LORD preserveth the strangers; he relieveth the fatherless and widow: but the way of the wicked he turneth upside down. 

 

The LORD shall reign for ever, even thy God, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise ye the LORD [Ps. 146:9-10]. 

 

As Jehovah, He is Redeemer. As Creator, He is Elohim. The Psalms make this abundantly clear. "Praise ye the LORD'' -- Hallelujah! 

Psalm 147

THEME: A hallelujah chorus because of God's goodness to the earth and to Jerusalem 

 

Praise ye the LORD: for it is good to sing praises unto our God; for it is pleasant; and praise is comely. 

 

The LORD doth build up Jerusalem: he gathereth together the outcasts of Israel. [Ps. 147:1-2]. 

 

As you can see, this has not yet been accomplished, but has a future fulfillment. 

 

He healeth the broken in heart, and bindeth up their wounds [Ps. 147:3]. 

 

God will do this for those who have passed through the horrors of the Great Tribulation. And, friend, He does it for you and me. 

 

He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all by their names [Ps. 147:4]. 

 

What a contrast! He who cares for our broken hearts is the same God who not only knows the number of the stars -- a number so vast that no human figures can express it -- but has a name for each one! 

 

Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem; praise thy God, O Zion. 

 

For he hath strengthened the bars of thy gates; he hath blessed thy children within thee. 

 

He maketh peace in thy borders, and filleth thee with the finest of the wheat [Ps. 147:12-14]. 

 

The King has come to Jerusalem, the Lord Jesus Christ, the King of Peace. At this time the prediction of Isaiah will be fulfilled, "O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair colours, and lay thy foundations with sapphires. And I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones. And all thy children shall be taught of the LORD: and great shall be the peace of thy children'' (Isa. 54:11-13). 

 

He hath not dealt so with any nation: and as for his judgments, they have not known them. Praise ye the LORD [Ps. 147:20]. 

 

The nation of Israel is unique. They are the only people given the title "Chosen People.'' They are the only ones made custodians of the revelation of God. In His Word God says He has an eternal purpose for them. 

 

We are to pray for the peace of Jerusalem, for the time that God will fulfill His promise to them. 

Psalm 148

THEME: A hallelujah chorus of all God's created intelligences 

 

In this psalm praise begins with the heavenlies. What a great hallelujah chorus this will be when all God's created intelligences in heaven and in earth will praise Him! 

 

Praise ye the LORD. Praise ye the LORD from the heavens: praise him in the heights. 

 

Praise ye him, all his angels: praise ye him, all his hosts. 

 

Praise ye him, sun and moon: praise him, all ye stars of light [Ps. 148:1-3]. 

 

The praise starts in the highest heaven, the third heaven, where it includes believers, I think. 

 

Kings of the earth, and all people; princes, and all judges of the earth: 

 

Both young men, and maidens; old men, and children: 

 

Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven [Ps. 148:11-13]. 

 

Not only in the heavenlies, but on the earth as well, will His created beings praise Him. This is moving now to a mighty crescendo when heaven and earth will praise God! 

Psalm 149

THEME: A hallelujah chorus because the kingdom has come through redemption by blood, and judgment by power 

 

Praise ye the LORD. Sing unto the LORD a new song, and his praise in the congregation of saints [Ps. 149:1]. 

 

We have already discussed the "new song'' that is spoken of in the Book of Revelation. The new song will be about the fact that the Lord Jesus is our Redeemer. 

 

Let Israel rejoice in him that made him: let the children of Zion be joyful in their King [Ps. 149:2]. 

 

He is our Redeemer and let us remember that He is our Creator. We should praise Him for that. When we climb to a mountaintop or walk down by the ocean, we can praise Him. When we are flying by plane, it is a good time to praise the Lord. 

 

Now notice that we have here the judgment of the nations. 

 

Let the high praises of God be in their mouth, and a two-edged sword in their hand; 

 

To execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punishments upon the people; 

 

To bind their kings with chains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; 

 

To execute upon them the judgment written: this honour have all his saints. Praise ye the LORD [Ps. 149:6-9]. 

 

Let's keep in mind that when the Lord Jesus returns to this earth, He will not be welcomed by the nations of the world. He is coming to judge this earth. When He returns to this little planet, He will put down the rebellion that has broken out; and He will break them with the rod of iron. As it is said in Psalm 2, "Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron; thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter's vessel'' (Ps. 2:9). Oh, my friend, let's not be deluded by this namby-pamby way of thinking that our God is not going to judge. You and I are living in a world that is moving to a judgment day. 

Psalm 150

THEME: The grand finale of the hallelujah chorus, with choir and orchestra 

 

Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power. 

 

Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness. 

 

Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp. 

 

Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs. 

 

Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. 

 

Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD [Ps. 150:1-6]. 

 

WHAT IS WORSHIP? (150:1-6)

First of all we will consider the object of worship. This will require that we answer, in a general sort of way, the question: What is worship? To do this we shall deal with one statement found in Psalm 150:1; "Praise ye the LORD.'' In this first aspect the emphasis is on "Praise ye the LORD.'' He is the object of worship. 

 

The Psalms put the emphasis upon two things: the fact that He is the Creator, and the fact that He is the Redeemer. God made this earth on which we live, as well as the universe. This lovely sunshine that you are enjoying is His. He is the Creator. There is not a thing at your fingertips today that He did not make. He is worthy of our worship because He is the Creator. He is also worthy of our worship because He is the Redeemer. He is the only Creator, and He is the only Redeemer. You see, God works in a field where He has no competition at all. He has a monopoly on the field of creation and on the field of redemption. Because of this, He claims from all of His creatures their worship, their adoration, and their praise. 

 

And the Scriptures say that God is a jealous God. I can't find where He asks me to apologize for Him for this. He has created us for Himself. He has redeemed us for Himself. On the human level, marriage is used to illustrate the believer's relationship to Christ. A husband, if he loves his wife, does not share her with other men. He is jealous of her. Her love is to be for him alone. So believers, called in the Scripture the bride of Christ, are created solely for Him. He alone is to have our adoration; He alone is to have our praise. You will recall that John, on the Isle of Patmos, felt constrained to fall down and worship the angel who had been so helpful in bringing all of the visions before him, but the angel rebuked him and said, ". . . See thou do it not . . . worship God'' (Rev. 22:9). He does not want even His angels worshiped; He does not want Mary worshiped; He wants none worshiped but Himself. He alone is worthy of worship. And Scriptures say there is coming a day when everything that has breath will praise the Lord. He has created everything that it might praise Him. 

WHO IS TO WORSHIP? (150:1-6)

God is the object of worship, but this question follows: Who can worship? 

 

The psalmist said: "Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD'' (Ps. 150:6). The emphasis now is upon ye. He is saying to mankind, "Praise ye the LORD.'' God apparently created man for the purposes of fellowship with Himself and that man might praise Him. There is no other reason for man's existence. What is the chief end of man? Man's chief end is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

 

God created the universe that it might glorify Him. It was not brought into existence for you and me. In the ages past -- how far back we do not know -- Job said: "When the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God shouted for joy'' (Job 38:7). They were praising God. And the psalmist said: "For all the gods of the nations are idols: but the LORD made the heavens'' (Ps. 96:5). He made the heavens that they might be a musical instrument to sing forth His praises throughout the eternal ages of the future. Although man was created for that high purpose, he got out of harmony, he got out of tune with God. He got out of fellowship with God. Perhaps Shakespeare expressed it when he gave to one of his characters in The Merchant of Venice these lines: 

 

There's not the smallest orb which thou behold'st 

But in his motion like an angel sings, 

Still quiring to the young-eyed cherubims; 

Such harmony is in immortal souls; 

But whilst this muddy vesture of decay 

Doth grossly close it in, we cannot hear it. 

(Act V, Scene 1) 

 

Today you and I are living in a created universe that is actually singing praises to God. But man is out of tune. Man is in discord. God's great purpose is to bring man back into the harmony of heaven. 

 

Let us move on now into the realm of music, about which I know nothing, but have made careful inquiry. I am reliably informed that on every good pipe organ there are four principal stops. There is the main stop known as Diapason; then there is the Flute stop; another which is known as the String stop; and then that which is known as Vox Humana (the human voice). I am told that the Vox Humana stop is very seldom in tune. If you put it in tune while the auditorium is cold, it would be out of tune when the auditorium is heated. And if you put it in tune when the auditorium is heated, it would be out of tune when the auditorium got cold. My beloved, it is hard to keep Vox Humana in tune. 

 

This great universe of God's is a mighty instrument. One day Jesus Christ went to the console of God's great organ, His creation, and He pulled out the stop known as Diapason. When He did this, the solar and stellar spaces broke into mighty song. Then He reached over and pulled out the Flute stop, and these little feathered friends, called birds, began to sing. Then when He reached out and pulled the String stop, light went humming across God's universe, and the angels lifted their voices in praise. Then He reached over and pulled out the Vox Humana -- but it was out of tune. The great Organist was not only a musician, He knew how to repair the organ, so He left the console of the organ yonder in heaven, and He came down to this earth. Through redemption, the giving of His own life, He was able to bring man back into harmony with God's tremendous creation. And, my beloved, today the redeemed are the ones to lift their voices in praise. Only the redeemed are in tune. The psalmist sings: "O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, whom he hath redeemed from the hand of the enemy'' (Ps. 107:1-2). And, brother, if the redeemed don't say so, no one will! Oh, to be in tune with heaven! Today sin has intruded into this world and has taken man out of God's choir; but individuals can come back in -- and many have -- through Jesus Christ, the son of David (David, the sweet singer of Israel). The Lord Jesus Christ has brought man back into a redemptive and right relationship with his Creator and Redeemer so that man can lift his voice in praise to Him. 

WHY WORSHIP? (150:1-6)

Now we want to answer the question: Why worship? 

 

At this point we move our emphasis over from "Praise ye the LORD to Praise ye the LORD.'' We move the accent over to the verb, to that which is active. "Praise ye the Lord." 

 

Very few people actually worship God. There really is no such thing as public worship. It was the great Chrysostom who put it like this: "The angels glorify; men scrutinize; Angels raise their voices in praise; men in disputation; They conceal their faces with their wings; but man with a presumptuous gaze would look into thine unspeakable glory.'' Oh, today, how many actually go to the church to worship? Somebody, in a very facetious manner, said that some people go to church to eye the clothes, and others to close their eyes. I wonder how many go to church for the purpose of worshiping God. Worship is divine intoxication. If you don't believe that, there is a fine illustration of it in the Book of Acts. On the day of Pentecost Simon Peter got up and preached a sermon. We talk a great deal about that sermon, but actually it was an explanation to the people that these Spirit-filled men were not drunk. Drunkenness was not the explanation. How many would get the impression that we are intoxicated with God today? We need an ecclesiastical ecstasy. We need a theological thrill in this day in which we live. 

 

There are three words that we must associate with worship, and these three words denote an experience of the human heart and the human soul as it comes into God's presence to worship. 

 

The first of these words is prostration. In the Orient, people are accustomed to get down on their faces; in the West, we talk a great deal about having a dignified service. Now don't misunderstand me. I am not contending for a posture of the body. Victor Hugo once said that the soul is on its knees many times, regardless of the position of the body. I am not trying to insist on a posture of the body, but we do need to have our souls prostrated before God. The two prominent Bible words are the Hebrew hishtahaweh, meaning "to bow the neck,'' and the Greek proskuneo, meaning "to bow the knee'' to God. And today we need to bow before God in heaven. The Book of Revelation does not tell us much about heaven, but one thing we are sure about -- every time we read of someone in heaven they are either getting down on their faces to worship God or getting up off their faces from worshiping God. And, friend, if you don't like to worship God, you wouldn't like heaven because that is the thing with which they are occupied. Most of the time they are worshiping God, prostrating themselves down before Him. Beloved, we need that today. 

 

When my spiritual life gets frayed and fuzzy at the edges and begins to tear at the seams, I like to get alone, get down on my face before Him, and pour out my heart to Him. Friend, when was the last time you got down on your face before God? When was the last time that you prostrated yourself before Him? Oh, it would do us good. It would take us out of the deep-freeze. It would deliver us from the shell in which we live. It would create within our hearts a different attitude if we would learn to prostrate our souls before God. 

 

The second word that goes with worship is the word adoration. It is a term of endearment. There is passion in that word. "O worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness . . .'' (Ps. 96:9). Worship is a love affair; it is making love to God. Michal, the first wife of David, resented his devotion to God. When King David brought the ark into Jerusalem, the record tells us: "So David and all the house of Israel brought up the ark of the LORD with shouting, and with the sound of the trumpet. And as the ark of the LORD came into the city of David, Michal Saul's daughter looked through a window, and saw king David leaping and dancing before the LORD; and she despised him in her heart'' (2Sam. 6:15-16). She despised him. Sure she did. She discovered that David loved God more than he loved her and that he was making love to God. Worship without love is like a flame without heat; it is like a rainbow without color; it is like a flower without perfume. Worship should have a spontaneity. It should not be synthetic. It should have an expectancy, a tenderness, and an eagerness in it. My friend, some types of worship compare to going downtown, sitting in a department store window, and holding the hand of a mannequin in there. It has no more life in it; it has no more vitality in it than that! Oh, to have a heart that goes out to God in adoration and in love to Him. 

 

A young fellow wrote a love letter to his girl. He waxed eloquent and said: "I would climb the highest mountain for you. I would swim the widest river for you. I would crawl across burning sands of the desert for you.'' Then he put a P.S. at the end: "If it doesn't rain Wednesday night I will be over to see you.'' A whole lot of so-called worship is like that today. It will not take very much to keep us away from God. 

 

In a marriage ceremony there is something I occasionally use. I think how sacred it is. The two being joined in marriage say, "With my body I thee worship.'' 

 

Oh, my friend, to have a heart that goes out to God in adoration. Gregory Nazianzen said, "I love God because I know Him; I adore Him because I cannot understand Him; I bow before Him in awe and in worship and adoration.'' Oh, have you found that adoration in your worship? 

 

Then, last of all, there is exaltation in worship. And I do not mean the exaltation of God -- we put God in His rightful place when we worship Him. When you and I are down on our faces before Him, we are taking the place that the creature should take before the Creator. I am not speaking here of the exaltation of God; rather, I am speaking now of the exaltation of man. 

 

Humanism with its deadening philosophy has been leading man back to the jungle for more than half a century, and we are not very far from the jungle. It is degrading to become a lackey, a menial. And think of the millions of people who got their tongues black by licking the boots of Hitler! Humanism did that. They turned their backs on God. And when man turns his back on God, he will worship a man. No atheist, no agnostic, has ever turned his back on God who did not get his tongue black by licking somebody's boots. There is nothing that will exalt man, there is nothing that will give dignity to man, like worshiping God. 

 

Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick wrote a sermon in the 1920s entitled "The Peril of Worshiping Jesus.'' In this message he said that men have tried two ways to get rid of Jesus: one by crucifying Him, the other by worshiping Him. The liberal doesn't like you to worship Jesus. My friend, I worship Him. He is my Lord; He is my God. I do not find it humiliating to fall down before Him. There is nothing as exalting and as thrilling as to get down on your face before Jesus Christ. In Acts, chapter 9, the record tells us that Paul fell into the dust of the Damascus Road, and the Lord Jesus dealt with him there. Then notice that He told him to arise -- stand up on his feet. Only the Christian faith has ever lifted a man out of the dust and put him on his feet. In the first chapter of Revelation we read that John, on the Isle of Patmos, saw the glorified Christ. John says, "And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not . . .'' (Rev. 1:17). The creature now can come to the Creator. Man, who has been lost in sin, who has gone down and down, can come up and up and worship Christ. 

 

During the seventeenth century Muretus, a great scholar of that day, was going through Lombardy when he suddenly became ill and was picked up on the street. They took him to the hospital, and, thinking he was a bum, the doctors said something like this, "Let's try an experiment on this worthless creature.'' They were speaking in Latin and had no notion their patient could understand them. But Muretus answered them in Latin, "Will you call one worthless for whom Jesus Christ did not disdain to die?'' My friend, it is only Jesus Christ and the worship of Him that has lifted man up. 

 

Man is yet to be restored to his rightful place some day and brought back into harmony with heaven. 

 

The great Psalm 150 begins with the Son of God pulling out the stop Diapason: "Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power.'' 

 

Then the Flute stop is pulled out: "Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with the psaltery and harp.'' 

 

Then the String stop is pulled out: "Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs.'' 

 

Then listen, my beloved: "Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD.'' In the beginning God breathed life into man -- soul and spirit -- but man departed from God. Now there is coming a day when everything that has life, everything that has breath, shall praise the Lord. Even now in this day in which you and I are living we can lift our hearts and lives to Him in adoration and praise. 

 

In my first pastorate, one of my officers thought he was doing me a favor by inviting me to the performance of a symphony orchestra. Now, I know nothing about music, and I do not understand it, but to be nice I went along. I sat there, and I learned something. Before the concert began, one hundred fifty or so musicians came out on the platform. Each one picked up his little instrument and began tuning it. I have never heard such bedlam in my life! Every musician was making his own particular little squeak, regardless of anyone else. Such a medley of noise -- it sounded like a boiler factory. Then they all disappeared, and in a few moments they came back out, and the lights went off in the auditorium. It got very quiet. Then the spotlight was focused on the wings, and out stepped the conductor. He came to the podium, turned and bowed. There was great applause. Then it grew quiet again. He lifted the baton -- you could have heard a pin drop -- then he gave the down beat. My friend, you have never heard such music! Everything was in tune; everything was in harmony. 

 

About me in this world I hear nothing but bedlam. Every man is playing his own little tune. But one of these days out from the wings will step the Conductor, the Lord Jesus Christ. And when He lifts His baton, out yonder at the end of God's universe those galactic systems will burst forth into song. Every bird, every angel, and then man, will join the heavenly chorus. 

 

"Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament of his power. Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his excellent greatness. Praise him with the sound of the trumpet; praise him with the psaltery and harp. Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with stringed instruments and organs. Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him upon the high sounding cymbals. Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD. Praise ye the LORD.'' 

 

In the meantime, while we are waiting for His return, you and I can bow before Him and bring our little souls into the harmony of heaven. 
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